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9. Conclusion

9. The church of Sant Pere de Rodes can neither have been conceived, developed nor
actually built without the fundamental use of quadrivium, the Bible, exegesis and a more
or less analytical knowledge of Roman or Roman-grounded architecture, and the ability

to get equivalent decision criteria out of them all.

The components of the church of Sant Pere de Rodes were articulated and hierarchically
arranged in order that the building became a place of commemoration of the fulfillment of the
allegories of the Old Testament in the New Testament, a place of celebration of the victory of
spirit over matter in the time of the Church and forever. The building had a longitudinal nave
with two side aisles, a chevet with three apses, crypt and transept arms, but these parts were
only the generic frame where the true components were placed: neither their definition nor their
relationship had been refined —there was a nave but no bays except on the vault, if that; the floor
plan showed that the aisles faced the entrances to ambulatory, but the section made it clear that
there was no true continuity between them and that no real bond was possible; there were
transept arms, but no transept: and no crossing either. In like manner, the building had walls and
vaults, but the only architectural function of their continuous surfaces was to turn the fabric into
an interior —essential, but previous- and that was all: they had no role in the constitution of the
place, they did not receive any architectural treatment of any kind and they remained undefined,
unarticulated and unindividualized. The high point of that commemoration and this interior, its
first component, was the Tetrapylon of the eastern supports in the nave with the superimposed
columns; firmly fixed to the ground by the projection of pedestals and most upright, it
concentrated the nave —by doubling and elaborating the western supports- and unified its cross
section, was the counterpoint of the apse and the presbytery and related the whole length of the
church at floor level to the transverse arches on the vault. The lower level of the church was a
specific entity in itself, heavily defined by the masonry of the pedestals and the very low bases of
the columns of the triumphal arch; at this level, the exterior dimensions —total length, width of
the nave and aisles- were those of Ezekiel’s Temple; the transverse arches of the vault were
carried by columns or half-columns and their continuity unified them in another of the
component entities of the church: with the arches over the aisles, they were the four groups of
three doors on the wall of the New Jerusalem of Revelation to John; both these entities —the
lower one with the allegorical will of the corporality of the Old Testament and the upper one as
the completion of the spirituality of the New- made iconographical references which far
exceeded this interior, but had more senses: the materiality delimited by the neat cut of the
cornice crowning the pedestals was also that of the world of the onlooker to whom it had been
given to see the representation of last realities. The Tetrapylon —from the nave, four supports to
prevail over four supports, and in itself four columns over four columns, as four evangelists over
four major prophets- incorporated elements of both upper and lower representations in a
vertically coherent and wholly ordered architecture unified around the void which centered its
material elements; nowhere else in the nave any other element or articulated ensemble of

elements had this continuity from ground to vault: some pilasters were left half-built to prevent
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9. En resulta que per haver concebut, elaborat i construit I'església de Sant Pere de Rodes
calien, fonamentalment, el quadrivi, la Biblia, 'exegesi i un coneixement poc o molt analitic
d’arquitectura romana i d’arrel romana; i la capacitat de treure’n criteris de decisio de rang

equivalent.

Els components amb que es va construir I'església de Sant Pere de Rodes es van articular i jerarquitzar
per erigir-la en lloc de commemoracié del perfeccionament de les al legories del Vell Testament en el
Nou, de celebracié de la superacié de la matéria per I'esperit en el temps de I'Església i per I'eternitat.
L’edifici tenia cos de naus longitudinal, capgalera amb tres absis i cripta i bragos del transsepte, pero
aquestes parts només eren 'emmarcament genéric on es situaven els components auténtics, i ni la seva
definicioé ni la seva relacio estaven elaborades —hi havia nau central, pero de trams només se’n veien a la
volta, i encara; hi havia naus laterals encarades en planta als accessos del deambulatori, pero la seccid els
evidenciava discontinus i feia impossible cap idea de trava; hi havia bragos del transsepte, pero no
transsepte ni creuer. Semblantment, I'edifici tenia murs i voltes, pero almenys des de I'arquitectura les
superficies continues dels uns i les altres només servien per donar-hi la condicié —imprescindible per
prévia- d’interior, i aqui se n’acabava el paper: no tenien cap protagonisme en la constitucio del lloc ni
rebien cap tractament d’individualitzacié, de vertebraci6 o de definici. EIl moment fort d’aquella
commemoracio i d’aquest interior, el primer dels seus components, era la tetrapilona que constituien
els suports orientals de la nau amb la superposicié de columnes; clavada a terra per la projeccié dels
pedestals i alhora molt dreta, concentrava la nau —duplicant i complexificant els quatre suports de I'oest-
i en relligava la seccio, contrapuntava I'absis i el presbiteri i incorporava tota la longitud de I'església que
arrencava de terra per relacionar-la en vertical amb el sostre dels doblers. L'arrencada inferior es
configurava com a entitat especifica i allargada en tota la longitud de I'edifici amb I'aparell dels pedestals
de la nau i les bases molt baixes de les columnes de I'arc triomfal; en aquest nivell, les dimensions
exteriors —longitud total, amplada del cos de naus- eren les del Temple d’Ezequiel; els doblers de la volta
descarregaven tots sobre columnes o semicolumnes i la continuitat que dibuixaven els unificava en una
altra de les entitats components de |'església: s’alineaven amb els arcs dels trams de les naus laterals com
els quatre grups de tres portes de les cares de la Jerusalem apocaliptica; I'una i l'altra d’aquestes dues
entitats -la que recollia I'aspiraci6 al legorica de la corporalitat del Vell Testament i la que culminava
I'espiritualitat del Nou- remetien iconograficament molt enfora d’aquest interior, pero tenien més
sentits: la materialitat delimitada a baix pel tall netissim que coronava els pedestals era també la del mén
on vivia I'espectador a qui era concedit contemplar la representacio de les realitats ultimes. | la
tetrapilona —des del conjunt de la nau, quatre suports que en superaven quatre, i dins d’ella mateixa,
quatre columnes sobre quatre columnes, com quatre evangelistes amb quatre profetes majors- reunia
elements de les representacions de dalt i de baix i d’altres de propis en una arquitectura verticalment

coherent, ordenada en tota l'algada i unificada sobre el buit que en centrava els elements materials; en
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9. Conclusion

them from altering this hierarchy. The spatiality of the architecture of the church —the only one
we can become aware of, having no notice of any hypothetical liturgical element which might
have established a more complex system than the elementary one of the three apses- articulated
thus a lower long and broad level, an upper one at the vault -restricted to nave and aisles- and an
elevation concentrated in the superimposed columns which was not confined to the void
between the horizontal components but deeply penetrated both of them; the duality between
tetrapylon and chevet worked at the same primary level. The components were up, down,
ascending, face to face: they neither delimited anything nor gave form to any void, but could not

be understood if relations of position were disregarded.

The elements which put the nave together belonged —at least the most emblematic- to the
vocabulary of Roman architecture or were related to it; the way they were developed and
assembled shows that this vocabulary was known and criticized, that the idea of order was
understood and that the relation between order and arch had been handled with an ambition to
theory and grammatical elaboration beyond simple juxtaposition; the design of the impost block
over the lower columns and the way it was used to join arches, columns of both storeys and the
great central pillar would not have been possible without that good knowledge of Roman and
later built examples, without a particular reflection on the correspondence among building,
formal system and visualization or without the ability to discern a result of general validity.
However, together with elements such as the impost block, the building used other elements
which could not be explained from this kind of knowledge, reflection or ability —column capitals
nearly without shaft placed directly over very wide pilasters- all at the same time —at both ends of
the same arch-; these capitals were linguistically bizarre, but the very lack of shaft which made
them anomalous allowed them to inscribe meaningful figures on the architecture in a most visible
way, figures which had a simbolic content or could justify the layout, or both things at a time: it is
likely that no contradiction was perceived in giving shape to architecture with one principle or
the other, it is true that they were thought compatible with each other and it is manifest that the
highest possible visibility was to be given to the results of both of them. The chevet had nearly
excluded the vocabulary of ancient architecture —the only columns were those of the triumphal
arch, vertical till classically unthinkable- and reciprocally the way the arch joins the wall on the

chevet was not used at all in the nave.

The units of measurement used in the building of the church were a foot of 0,289 m and a perch
of |7 feet; we have managed to work out the precise foot lenght thanks to the combined analysis
of the survey results and the biblical reference —asserting a measure unit as certain would be
nearly impossible without the help of a criterion unrelated to the lenghts obtained from the
building. The general dimensions —identical to those of Sant Miquel de Cuixa- suggest that pure
arithmetic and music —both could be given visual form- were well-known; and the use of the
most sophisticated relations explained in Boethius’ treatises reveals that this knowledge was a
truly in-depth one: Boethius remarks on the unrivalled value of numbers coordinated in such a

way as to embrace, concurrently, arithmetic, geometric and harmonic proportions were taken
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cap altre lloc de la nau no hi havia cap element ni cap conjunt articulat d’elements que fos continu de
terra a sostre: per evitar-los s’havia arribat a abandonar a mitja al¢ada la construccié d’algunes pilastres
que haurien hagut de tenir tot aquest recorregut. L’espacialitat de I'arquitectura de I'església —I'inica que
podem conéixer, no tenint cap noticia dels hipotétics elements litdrgics que podrien haver establert en
aquest terreny un sistema més complex que I'elemental explicat pels tres absis- s’estructurava aixi en un
nivell inferior extens i allargat, un nivell a l'algada de la volta també desplegat pero limitat al cos de les
naus, i un algat vertical concentrat estrictament en I'ordre superposat que no salvava només el buit
entre I'un i laltre sind que entrava en tots dos; s’hi afegia, al mateix nivell primari, la dualitat entre la
tetrapilona i la capgalera. Els components eren a baix, a dalt, pujant, I'un davant de laltre: no delimitaven

res ni donaven forma a cap buit, pero no es podien entendre fora de les relacions de posicio.

Els elements amb qué es muntava linterior de la nau i que el protagonitzaven eren —almenys els més
emblematics- del vocabulari de l'arquitectura romana i les seves derivacions, i la manera com se’ls
elaborava i reunia mostrava, primer, que se’ls coneixia i se’ls criticava; i després, que s’entenia la idea
d’ordre i que la relacié entre l'ordre i l'arc havia estat tractada amb alguna aspiracio d’elaboracio
gramatical i de fer teoria enlla de la simple juxtaposicio; el disseny del bloc d'imposta de les columnes
inferiors i la manera com s’utilitzava per travar els arcs, les columnes de tots dos nivells i el gran pilar
central no hauria estat possible sense aquell bon coneixement de casos construits romans i posteriors,
sense una reflexié particular sobre la correspondencia entre construccio, sistema formal i visibilitat, i
sense capacitat per distingir un resultat generalitzable. Juntament amb elements com el bloc d’'imposta,
pero, I'edifici en manejava també d’altres d’explicacié impossible des d’uns tals coneixement, reflexio i
capacitat -capitells de columna disposats gairebé directament sobre pilastres molt amples- i ho feia de
manera estrictament simultania —a les dues arrencades d’'un mateix arc-; aquests elements
lingliisticament anomals si que servien, en canvi, —i anomalia necessariament inclosa- per inscriure i
deixar llegibles en l'arquitectura quantitats significatives -simboliques o justificatives del seu propi tracat,
o totes dues coses alhora-: és possible que no es percebés cap contradiccié en el maneig de I'un o laltre
criteri a 'hora de formalitzar, és segur que no s’hi veia cap incompatibilitat i és notori que hi havia
voluntat de donar la mateixa i sempre maxima visibilitat possible als resultats que en derivaven. A la
capgalera s’havia prescindit gairebé del tot del vocabulari de I'arquitectura antiga —només hi havia
columnes sota l'arc triomfal, i allargades en vertical fins al classicament impensable- i reciprocament el

procediment amb qué els murs hi rebien els arcs no va ser utilitzat en cap punt de la nau.

Les unitats de mesura que es van utilitzar en la construccié de I'església van ser un peu de 0,289 m i una
perxa de |7 peus; n’hem pogut determinar la dimensié precisa combinant I'analisi de I'aixecament i la
referéncia biblica -en absencia d’algun criteri extern a les mesures que I'edifici proporciona hauria estat
molt dificil arribar a poder acceptar una longitud unitat minimament segura. Enlla del maneig de les

dimensions indicades a la Biblia per a les arquitectures de referencia, les dimensions generals —que son
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into account; the mechanism in force, which used the terms employed to form the harmonic
series, shows that also this question was studied with the will to universality. In agreement with
the lack of architectural treatment of the wall, significant lengths have nothing to do with its
surface and are always to be measured between individual elements —distinct also because of the
material: the pilasters are ashlar masonry. In the same way that the architectural function of
certain elements was quantitative, the proportional elaboration would explain the adoption of
some forms having no relation to the unfolding of a strict linguistic development: particularly, the
difference between the levels of column bases at both sides of the nave, again in a position of

maximum visibility.

The generic aspects of the linguistic system of the nave —which configure it as the result of an
assembling operation-, the spatial conception of an interior of indefinite and vague limits where
the lower band of space played the role of a continuous base and verticality was concentrated in
one single point, the iconological program of the relation between the Temple and the Holy City
and the numerical mechanisms which were to determine the dimensions of the whole building
were all set before the chevet was completed and did not change any more; on the other hand,
there is consistent indication that the actual form of the nave changed once the building
operations there were in progress: only the four eastern supports were to receive columns, and
only two of them, not three, in the lower storey of each support; and it is likely that changes
were also introduced in the conception of the roof —in the way the Heavenly Jerusalem was

represented.

We do not know who the architect of the existing church of Sant Pere de Rodes was when it
was considered finished for the first time; we do not know if work at the building site was
lengthy enough to make more than one architect necessary; we do not know if he worked alone
or not or not always; we cannot be certain whether the changes in the language used have any
relation to hypothetical substitutions of those in charge. What we do know now is that this
building could neither be conceived in its fundamentals nor developed in its detail or maintained
in its identity through all changes during construction without the quadrivium, the Bible, exegesis
and a conscious critical understanding of a series of prior buildings; it is well known that the first
three were to be learned at the library; the four of them provided criteria that justified decisions
of the same rank and taken together; and we also know that those illustrators working at the
scriptoria where the drawings of the Ripoll and Roda bibles were carried out were familiar with
the reasons and consequences of these decisions. Maybe there was more than one man of the
idea, but he could not have ignored things that were unknown outside this circle; maybe men of
the sort did not last long: maybe the activity of these clerics who advanced ambitious building
programs, invested themselves with the role of architects and assumed all technical, financial and
human consequences of it —in a epoch when professional architects did not exist- started when

Oliba was born and had disappeared by his death;”” but they did work here.

22 |t is the characterization and the chronological span suggested by Erlande Brandenburg in a text we have
already cited (see note XIX to pages 20-40).
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identiques a les utilitzades a Sant Miquel de Cuixa- suggereixen que es coneixien I'aritmética pura i la de
la musica —de qué ja s’havia justificat la capacitat de tenir traduccio visual-; aquest coneixement es revela
profund quan es constata que, a més d’aplicar les relacions més generals, també se’n van utilitzar algunes
de les més fines de les que s’explicaven als tractats de Boeci, i es van tenir en compte les consideracions
que s’hi feien sobre el valor superior de la coordinacié de nombres entre els quals es poguessin trobar
proporcions aritmeétiques, geometriques i harmoniques; el mecanisme desenvolupat, que feia servir els
termes amb qué es construeix la série harmonica, mostra que la qliestid també va ser estudiada amb
voluntat de generalitat. En correspondéncia amb la manca de reconeixement arquitectonic del mur, les
mides mai no es refereixen a la seva superficie i sempre es fixen entre elements individuals —que se’n
distingeixen també a nivell de material: les pilastres son d’aparell. | com en el cas del tractament
quantitatiu de determinats elements, també I'elaboracié proporcional pot donar una explicacié per
'adopcié d’algunes formalitzacions que quedaven fora de la logica del desplegament lingliistic més
rigords: en particular, per la diferéncia entre els nivells de les bases de les columnes del nord i del sud

de la nau, que novament es situa en un punt de maxima visibilitat.

Els aspectes geneérics del sistema linglistic de la nau —que la configuraven com a resultat d’'una operacié
de muntatge-, la concepcid espacial d’'un interior de limits indefinits i vagues on la franja inferior de
I’espai tenia condicié de base continua i la verticalitat es concentrava en un punt, el programa iconologic
de la relacio entre el Temple i la ciutat santa i els mecanismes numérics amb que s’havia de dimensionar
tot I'edifici van quedar establerts abans que s’acabés la capgalera i ja no es van canviar; si que hi ha indicis
consistents que hi va haver variacions d’'importancia en la formalitzacié concreta de la nau ja comengada,
on de bon principi només es preveia I'is de columnes als quatre suports de I'est, i encara només dues —i
no tres- al registre inferior de cada suport; i segurament també hi va haver canvis en les previsions

relatives al sostre, i en conseqiiéncia en la manera de figurar la Jerusalem celestial.

No sabem qui havia estat I'arquitecte de I'església actual de Sant Pere de Rodes quan, per primera
vegada, es va donar per acabada; no sabem si la durada de I'obra havia exigit que n’hi hagués més d’un de
successiu; no sabem tampoc si en cada moment n’hi va haver un o si aquesta va ser sempre una feina
col lectiva; no tenim cap seguretat que els canvis que observem en el llenguatge utilitzat es
corresponguin o no amb substitucions de persones. Si que sabem que aquest edifici no es podia
concebre en el fonamental, ni es podia elaborar en el detall, ni se’n podia sostenir continuadament
’execucid a través dels canvis sense el quadrivi, la Biblia, 'exegesi i la comprensié voluntariament critica
de nombre d’edificis anteriors; si que sabem que les tres primeres coses només s’adquirien a la
biblioteca, i que de totes quatre se’n van derivar criteris que justificaven decisions del mateix rang i
preses alhora; i si que sabem també que als escriptoris on es van dibuixar les il lustracions de les biblies
de Rodes i de Ripoll, de les raons i els efectes d’aquestes decisions se’n tenia un coneixement molt

directes. L’home de la idea pot haver estat uns quants, pero no pot no haver sabut les coses que només
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As the present text is an architectural one, it would seem appropriate to enunciate one last
conclusion. If the idea which makes the place of the church lies in the superimposed columns, it is
pertinent and decorous to close the text in a circular way and return to our first and most solid
and well-established truth, the fact that the four eastern suports of the nave and their
superimposed orders have attracted everybody’s attention; because this very fact is the mark of a

success.
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es sabien en aquest cercle; potser no va ser una figura de gaire durada: potser si que I'activitat d’aquests
religiosos que promovien programes ambiciosos, se n’autoinvestien arquitectes i n’assumien les
consequéncies técniques, financeres i humanes —no havent-hi com no hi havia arquitectes d’ofici- va

comengar quan va néixer Oliba i es va acabar abans que moris;3? pero aqui van ser-hi.

Essent aquest text d’arquitectura, queda encara una conclusié per enunciar. Si la idea que fa el lloc de
I'església és en la superposicié de columnes, és convenient i decords acabar en cercle i tornar al primer i
més solid i ben establert que n’hem dit, el fet que els suports de la meitat oriental de la nau, amb I'ordre

doble, han concentrat I'atencioé de tothom; perqué que sigui aixi és la mesura d’un éxit.

394 Es la caracteritzaci6 i el marc cronologic aproximat que volia Erlande Brandenburg al text que ja hem citat més amunt (v
nota XIX de les pagines 22-45).
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