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Abstract

This thesis addresses two fundamental questiotieitransnational
migration research field: whether or not all imnaigts engage in
political transnationalism? And which are the md@terminants of
their transnational political activism? To answee first research
question, | specifically compare different degreédransnational
political engagement of various national/ethnicgioriimmigrant
associations in Barcelona. To answer the secorghmes question,
| focus on meso- and macro levels determinants. The thesis
demonstrates that transnational political engagémisn not
generalised among all immigrant associations irc8ana, presents
a relatively low level of regularity, and is gengranationally
based. It also demonstrates the importance of stgdiie effect of
the exit context and, in particular, of the pohficopportunity
structure in home country on the political transralism of
immigrant associationsMesa level determinants like social
networks and sources of funds also seem to exghairvariance in
immigrant associations’ transnational political aggment.

Resum

Aquesta tesis vol respondre a dos preguntes fortaifeesn 'area

de recerca de la migracio transnacional: S'implgeks immigrants

en el transnacionalisme politic? I, quins sén atsdrs determinants
del seu activisme politic transnacional ? Per nedpoa la primera
guestio, comparo el nivell d’activisme politic tsmacional d’'una
mostra d’associacions de diferents origens immigrarBarcelona.
Per contestar a la segona, centro l'atencié enilgessfactors

determinants a dos nivells, meso i macro. La tdsimostra que
I'activisme politic transnacional no esta generalitentre totes les
associacions a Barcelona, que presenta un nivativament baix

de regularitat, i que generalment es desenvolupagvell nacional.

També demostra que la necessitat d’examinar l'eféek context de
sortida i, més en concret, I'estructura d’oportatsitpolitiques del
pais d'origen sobre el transnacionalisme politidedeassociacions
d'immigrants. Altres determinants a nivell mesomctes xarxes
socials o les fonts de financament semblen explaasmriacio en

I'activisme politic transnacional de les associasid’immigrants.






Introduction

The subject of this thesis is the analytical angbieical analysis of
the political activities and practices realised bgntemporary
immigrant associations in their countries of origiit is a
comparative research study that examines and cbsititze political
transnationalism of different national/ethnic anigimmigrant
associations in Barcelona. The forms, scope, velatitensity, and
social determinants of immigrant associations’ tpml
transnationalism are the main aspects to be imgatstl. With
respect to the level of analysis, the thesis irtiEeg meso and macro
levels, more precisely, organisational and contxéxplanations.
The investigation is qualitative, relying largely data coming from
semi-structured interviews with 24 immigrant asatons in
Barcelona. It also employs a quantitative analysisorder to
corroborate or enhance the findings of the qualgatesearch study
(the triangulation approach). More accurate aspefctie research
strategy, sample, data and data sources appeaaipier 3.

The idea of this research goes back in time to 2@@&n | defended
my Master thesis in Sociology of Law at the Intéioraal Institute
for Sociology of Law, Ofati, Spain. While wonderiifgl could
further on develop the research subject of my Mastegree for the
PhD degree, one of my colleagues, who was tranglati that time
to Spanish an article of Alejandro Portes and soofiehis
collaborators on assimilation and transnationali&uarnizoet al,

2003), ask me why | do not try to investigate tiesv phenomenon
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that came to be so popular in the United StateterAlfie readings |
have done on this research subject, | have becoone and more
interested in how migrants develop new forms obaumodation to
a more global world. | have thought that it woulel interesting to
explore whether the findings of that piece of resleacould be

relevant in the European context.

Choosing the subject was not an easy task but t& difficult
research aspects were still to come. The resegiploach and
design, or the level and unit of analysis have betided in time
after many hours of readings, large discussionk pibfessors and
colleges and some failed attempts of research petpoFrom the
two research approaches to the comparative studynofigrant
transnationalism, that are studying one immigraatig in different
national/local contexts and studying various immamgrgroups in
the same national/local context, | decided to gotlie second one
that was scarcely employed in the European-basseareh. As
such, my research perspective was to study thesrtadional
political practices and activities of different imaal/ethnic origin

immigrant associations in Barcelona.

Although the research was conducted in a fairhalised setting
that is the organisational immigrant life of Baw®d, it has
implications for the wider debate about new formk self-

identification and affiliations of immigrants thgb beyond state
borders and that might come to challenge in lomgthe traditional

nation-state model. This research will allow usvaidate the
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existence of a stable and significant transnatidiedd of political
action connecting immigrants with their countrigsooigin. The
transnational social field is significant for bothome and
destination countries since it not only enhances dbvelopment
prospects of home countries and communities bectffalso the
way immigrants incorporate themselves and alterventional
expectations of assimilation (Guarnieb al, 2003). Nevertheless,
this study focuses more on the causes than on ffleetse of

immigrant political transnationalism.

This research line also allows us to question cotiweal analyses
that focus exclusively on immigrant assimilationtie destination
society neglecting thus migrants’ ties or ongoielgtions with their
countries of origin that lead to new forms of imnaigt
accommodation, to a more global context. Having altipie
identity, in some cases with two or more passpgsticipating
actively in the politics of two or more countriegighting
discrimination and marginalisation in various pekt by appealing
to international human rights instruments and oigyas, etc., are
just some of these new forms of immigrants’ tratisnal political

participation.

As previously seen in Chapter 1, immigrant transnalism
represents a relatively new phenomenon and comteipé political
and social sciences. Although some form of transnalism have
always existed like returned migrants, immigrantbowtravel

periodically back home, ‘commercial diasporas’ arcéd political
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diasporas, these did not achieve the regularitytime and critical
nature of present forms of transnationalism (Coli®9,7; Portegt
al., 2003).

The novel and important character of contemporanmigrant
trasnationalism resides also in the increasing raundd people
involved, the high intensity of interchanges duéhte technological
advances, the new forms of transaction and theiphaity of
activities that cross state borders and requires tkind of
geographical movement for their fulfilment, its higlegree of
institutionalisation and the various forms this htigake (ltzigshon
et al, 1999; Itzigshon, 200(Portes et al. 2003). These conceptual
differences between newer transnational practicad alder
migration networks represent an important contrdsutof the
transnational approach to the theoretical developroé migration
studies (Vertovec, 2004).

Transnationalism as a new concept in social andigadlsciences
has appeared in the 1990s and has been examinasgvaral
disciplines like social anthropology, cultural sts] sociology,
history and political science. Although the concepas first
developed from a top down perspective (transnaismafrom
above) directing the research interests to crosdebactivities of
governments and multinational corporations, latersmcial science
scholars have started to analyse grass-roots timiga of civil
society actors like nongovernmental organisationspcial

movements, and immigrants across state bordenss(tadionalism
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from below) and to examine their critical nature¢Bhet al, 1994;
Guarnizo, 1998; Smith and Guarnizo, 1998; Glick iB&hand
Fouron, 1999; Appadurai, 1990; Bhabha, 1990; Giiffo1992;
Wimmer and Glick Schiller, 2003; Portes, 1999; Peet al, 2003,
2007; Guarnizet al, 2003).

Social anthropologists have first suggested thamsimationalism
represents a generalised phenomenon among coniampoigrant
communities that has developed as an alternatitraditional ways
of assimilation. Transnational migration is beeffirg® as a form
of migration through which persons, even if theyvmaacross
international borders and establish relations irw ngocieties
through information and ‘cultural capital’ or infoal networks,
maintain ongoing social connexions with home coumolity
(Baschet al, 1994; Guarnizo, 1998; Guarnizo and Smith, 1998;
Glick Schiller and Fouron, 1999). Cultural studssholars have
given the concept a curios cultural orientation angarticular
normative, post-modern connotation as “counterataes of the
nation” that question the viability of the statedamdicate the
emergence of “post-national” societies (Appadui&i90; Bhabha,
1990; Clifford, 1992; Wimmer and Glick Schiller, @%).

Sociologists, who have performed comparative wonknoigrant
transnationalism, have defined the phenomenon asoedc,
political or socio-cultural activities initiated drsustained by non-
institutional actors across state borders. Theyehalgo suggested
that this social phenomenon is far from being sdespread among
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immigrant communities and its perspective for tfarmaing power
asymmetries within and across countries has st fae determined
(Guarnizo et al, 2003; Porteset al., 2002, 2003, 2007).
Nevertheless, through the networks established sacplitical
borders and given the nearly instantaneous characte
communication in time and space, an increasing rurobpeople
have homes in two countries and pursue economigjcpb and
socio-cultural interests in both of them, in a quitstitutionalised
manner and many times on a regular basis (seeshiamet al,
1999, 2002; Landolt, 2001, 2008; Landeital, 1999; Portest al,
1999, 2002, 2003, 2007; Guarnigbal, 2003; Smith and Guarnizo,
1998; etc.).

Later on, political theorists like Kymlicka (20032003b) and
Baubdck (2003a) have interpreted immigrant trangnalism in

terms of a possible challenge to the traditionadeh@mf national
citizenship. In order to define migrant transnagissm, these
scholars have first tried to delimit and differaté the scope of
transnationalism from other international, multioaal or

supranational phenomena that also entail crossebonderactions
but conducted by more institutionalised and comnsioly more

powerful actors. Immigrant political transnatiosat is been
defined in terms of dual or overlapping memberdbgpveen two
different and independent political communities.afsnational

migrants were mainly seen as diasporas or duakacisi.
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According  with  Kymlicka (2003a, 2003b), immigrant
transnationalism, apart from questioning the nastate in the
name of another nation or minority group, it alseeges the idea
that citizenship should be circumscribed within ttegritorial
boundaries of a national community. Hence, his owsiof
transnationalism includes not only a form of tratgmnal activism
(immigrant transnationalism or transnational adegcaetworks)
but also of transnational governance  (transnational
legislative/parliamentary bodies). Baubdck (2008ajines it in a
less abstract manner as political institutions gmdctices that
transcend the borders of independent states by Ivingo
simultaneous overlapping affiliations of persongeographically
separate polities. Accordingly, migrant politicahrisnationalism
includes not only a narrow set of activities (likgternal voting
rights and dual citizenship) through which migrariscome
involved in the politics of their country of origitbut also the way
in which these activities affect the collective néges and
conceptions of citizenship among the native popatain both

home and destination countries.

Although both theoretical perspectives are extrgrmdbrmative as
they attempt to define new forms of political redas and
communities, their high level of abstraction islitfie use when
trying to find clear indicators for measuring wiscaind who is not a
transnational political migrant. More empirical apgches come
from sociologists like Portes and his collaborat(iPerteset al,

1999, 2003, 2007; Guarnizet al, 2003) who define migrant
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political transnationalism aggular cross-border political activities
(electoral and non-electoral) connecting immigramtgh their

countries of origin.

Eva Ostergaard-Nielsen (2001b, 2003a), though she gthes
concept a broader meaning, develops an operataefalition of
immigramt political transnationalism as variousniisrof direct and
indirect (via the institutions of the host county international
organisations) cross-border participation of botlgremts and
refugees in the politics of their country of origi@he accordingly
identifies various types of transnational politicatactices and
activities such as homeland politics, diasporatigsli immigrant

politics, and trans-local politics.

| employ an operational definition of immigrant okl
transnationalism that integrates arguments frorh Botiology and
political science (more precisely, political theoand political
participation literature). Hence, migrant transoaél political
participation is defined as voluntary electoral amoh-electoral
cross-border political activities and practices nletand politics,
immigrant politics and trans-local politics) thrdugrhich migrants
attempt to or exert pressure on at least two palittommunities
(home and destination countries), on a relativetyutar basisThis
participation can be direct like voting, membersimpa political
party, etc. and/or indirect via the political ingtions of the home
country (government, embassy/consulate) or intemnal

organisations.
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Most studies on transnational migration have coramfeconomic
sociology (see Sassen, 1988; Portes, 1886)those coming from
others fields like social anthropology or cultustiidies (see Ong,
1999; Ong and Nonini, 1997) have not made polities central

focus of their analysis of transnational practicBoreover, a
political science research perspective on immignamsnationalism
has not been very common in the scholarly litemtét the same
time, social movement theories or studies on tratsmal

networks, and also political participation litenatuhave been
scantily employed in transnational migration reskastudies. This
thesis adopts an interdisciplinary approach to #tady of

immigrant political transnationalism by drawing threoretical and
empirical studies in sociology and political scier{more precisely,
political theory, political participation and sokianovements

literature).

Research on immigrant transnationalism has beete gloundant
though two different research perspectives canisténguished on
both sides of the Atlantic. First, European-bassdarch, unlike the
United States-based research, has focused lessmamgrant
political transnationalism and scarcely from a canagive
perspective. Second, the main research design liapEan-based
studies has been studying one immigrant groupveraé countries,
the destination context being the main explicatraeable. While
European researchers have mainly focus on natidealogies and
policies, the United States studies have closedkdd at local-to-
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local bottom up political practices of immigrant€ollective

immigrant organisations/associations in Westernogeras main
transnational actors though in a less instituticeal manner have
not been given much attention, neither the initegiundertaken by
home states to motivate and channel the politieatigpation of

their expatriates (Smith and Guarnizo, 1998; OsiamyNielsen,
2001b, 2003a).

This overview of the relevant academic and researelas to the
subject of immigrant transnationalism provides ewick of the
importance of investigating this phenomenon in theropean
context. Accordingly, this thesis consists of a panative research
study of the transnational political practices aadivities of

different national/ethnic immigrant associationBarcelona. More
detailed explanations on the concept of immigramtitipal

transnationalism and on the main lines of empinieakarch on this

subject appear in Chapter 1.

In this thesis, | attempt to test the validity @frious hypotheses that
are significant in the transnational migration rtieire, some of
them having not been yet examined. The main des@ip
hypothesis of this study is that immigrant assommest in Barcelona
engage at different degrees in political transmaism. In other
words, the main assumption is that not all immigeessociations in
Barcelona participate directly and/or indirectly time politics of
their country of origin, and on a relatively reguttesis. To contrast
this hypothesis, | compare the political practieesl activities of
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different national/ethnic origin immigrant assomat and identify
those immigrant associations that are (or not) tipally
transnational. | then describe the forms, scopeiriedsity of their

political transnationalism.

The causal hypotheses of this study focus on thectsf of
contextual factors like the political opportunitirusture in home
country, the level of socio-economic developmenhaie country
or the national/ethnic origin of the immigrant gpouand of
organisational factors like type of immigrant asation, social
networks, year of foundation, sources of funds,, @ immigrant

associations’ engagement in political transnatisnal

Several scholars have suggested that instablamsitional political
situation in home country may open up more oppdras for
immigrants’ engagement in the politics of their otyy of origin
(see Portest al, 2007). The vulnerable geopolitical position of
many peripheral exit states, increasing povertytha wake of
structural adjustment policies, and the racial ibesr migrants
encounter explain recent trends toward extendiegothundaries of
citizenship in these countries (see Basch, Glidki®ec and Szanton
Blanc, 1994; Portest al, 2003; Itzigshon, 2000).

The instability of political alliances in pluralistpolitical systems
might release new political opportunities for cotiee action. In
less democratic countries, the lack of routinelsnpetence converts
whatever sign of instability in a chance for coliee action. At the
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same time, conflicts among elites might encourd&geemergence
of collective action by motivating groups with lowsources (like
economic immigrants) to assume the risks of callectaction

or/and by animating the elite that has been exdudem power

(like diasporas) to adopt the role of “people’scadi(see Tarrow,
2004: 118-120).

New access opportunities in home countries (doelileenship,

external voting rights or other state-led polictesvard emigrants
living abroad) can lead to increasing transnatiqgaditical action of
immigrant associations. As narrower participatiatess is (for
example, in a less democratic country), as muchlikhat new
openness (new political rights or new state-ledicped and
programmes) produces new opportunities for collectiction (see
Eisinger, 1973: 15; Tarrow, 2004: 117-118). MoreigFation

countries have lately widen the spectrum of pdaliticghts (double
citizenship and/or external voting rights) and hadepted various
state-led policies and programmes as a way of @idimeir

emigrants to the home country and getting, in tloenefits like
remittances, technology transfer, political alleg& and cultural

maintenance.

States become involved in the transnational sapaice as this
becomes more prominent, in other words, when sfaeseive the
economic and political potential of their expagiatommunities
(Portes, 1999). State-led trasnationalism refersnititutionalised

national policies and programs that attempt to egghe scope of a
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national state’s political, economic, social, andrah regulation to
include emigrants and their descendents outside rhtonal
territory” (Goldring 2002: 64). Three broad catags of migrant-
sending states have been identified in the sclyola€drature (see
Levitt and Glick-Schiller, 2004): 1) transnationation-states that
treat their emigrants as long-term, long-distanegnivers and grant
them dual citizenship or nationality; 2) stratetficaelective states
that encourage some forms of long-distance econantcpolitical
nationalism but want to selectively and stratedycalanage what
emigrants can and cannot do; and 3) disinterestdddanouncing
states which treat migrants as if they no longdorxe to their

homeland.

In this sense, mynain causal hypothesis that higher political
opportunity structure in home country increasesethgagement of
immigrant associations in transnational politicaitiaties and
practices. The concept of political opportunityusture in home
country for nationals living abroad includes thelldaing

dimensions: 1) the level of freedom in home counf)y formal

political rights for nationals living abroad (duatizenship, external
voting rights); and 3) state-led policies direcedemigrants living
abroad. More accurate aspects on the operatiotiafisaf this

concept appear in Chapter 2. My ambition and pwpios the
present work essentially consists in trying to destate that
immigrant associations whose country of origin i®oren free

(democratic), providing their emigrants more poéti rights and
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more state services, are more likely to engage dtitigal

transnationalism.

Persons migrating from poor regions to the develojéestern
Europe have come to constitute an indispensablesai survival

for their countries and communities of origin. Thevel of

remittances sent by immigrants in the advanced toesnto their
respective nation states (families) easily excéleedoreign aid that
these nations receive and even match their hamdrozy earnings
from exports (Portest al, 2007: 243-244; Sandedt al, 2007: 14-
15). Migrants to developed countries have alsdedao implement
a whole array of philanthropic and civic projects home
communities and countries (see ltzigsohn and Sayucg002;

Porteset al, 2003b).

Empirical data show that immigrants’ and home count
counterparts’ initiatives might possess the couhégemonic
potential to the contemporary processes of globadliberal
capitalism. While the latter leads to increasingqualities among
and within nations and remains largely indiffereéntthe causes
behind the massive movements of people from thé&lSouth to
the North, the activities of hometown committeesd aother
immigrant organisations/associations strongly seeélleviate this
situation. Nevertheless, the ways by which peopheed from their
countries by poverty, violence and lack of resosircand

opportunities then turn around and seek to ovethuese conditions
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by using the resources acquired abroad needs téurbeer on
investigated (Portest al, 2007).

In this sensethe second causal hypothesgshat the level of socio
economic development of home country influences ignamt
associations’ engagement in political transnatisnal In other
words, adower the socio-economic level of development ofleo
country, as higher immigrant associations’ engagerre political
transnationalism (in particular, in trans-localipcs$). The level of
socio-economic development of home country is measin this

study through the Human Development Index.

Empirical studies show that transnational orgamsat and
activism vary among different national origin immagt groups, in
part, because of the entrance of home country gowents in the
transnational field and the policies that they hase far
implemented (Porteset al, 2007). Programmes and policies
initiated by home country governments toward natisnliving
abroad play a significant role in the transnatiosatial field,
especially if they go beyond symbolic appeals ammyige help for
their emigrants. In these cases, official dire@ican considerably
influence the direction and goals adopted by goadsr
transnational activities (Smith 2003A@)he third causal hypothesis
is that immigrant associations’ transnational jpdit activism

varies among different national/ethnic origin imnaigt groups.
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In the absence of large economic resources, immigrearry out
long-distance projects depending on the maintenasfcstrong
networks of social contacts. The larger or morefiatliit the
proposed transnational project is, the strongersth@al networks
required to uphold it. The prediction is that, neth@ss of immigrant
associations’ motivations for engaging in politic@nsnationalism,
the latter will be conditioned by the size (the@bt number of an
association’s ties) and spatial scope (the ratiooof-of-town
association’s contacts, including those abroathdse in the city of
residence) of immigrant associations’ networks. Taeer and
more spatially diversified these are, the greater ¢hances for
engaging in political initiatives across state lwysd(Guarnizet al,
2003: 1218, 1224). Hencehe fourth causal hypothesisf this
thesis is that as more extended and spatially sified social
networks as higher immigrant associations’ engagemia

transnational political practices and activities.

Recent empirical studies of immigrant communitieshe United
States reveal that the predominant type of immigoaganisations
involved in transnational activities are the cieiatities that pursue
an agenda of national scope, based on severatfgajetheir home
country. Second in importance are hometown comesti@hose
scope of action is primarily local. Next are socgencies that
provide health, educational, and other servicesnimigrants, but
which are also engaged in their home country. Tdiged are
commonly better-financed organizations since thattget includes
funds for social services provided by destinatiamraipal, county,
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and state governments. Trasnational political degdions are
rather a minority and they are represented amondgicpiar
immigrant groups (Portet al, 2007).Accordingly, the fifth causal
hypothesif this study is that civic entities would engagere in
transnational political activism than social, culuor hometown

associations.

Other organisational variables that will be alsstead in this thesis
are year of foundation, number of members, sounédands, etc.
More accurate aspects on the hypotheses, dependedt

independent variables appear in Chapter 2.

As mentioned previously, this research subject camene in a
rather unexpected manner. However, at the timehobsing this
PhD research subject, | was ending up my PhD Pnoge in
political and social sciences. After | received sggond university
degree in Sociology (the first one was in mathecsati completed
my postgraduate studies with courses at Lund UsityerSweden
and then with a Master programme in Sociology oWlat the
International Institute for Sociology of Law, OfaBpain. | wrote
my first Masters dissertation on Swedish immigmatmolicy, and
the second one about the integration process otomer Arab
immigrants in the city of Malmod, Sweden. This cdnited
considerably to my socio-legal formation as a redes in areas
like migration and human rights. The subject of iigmant political
transnationalism was just an opportunity for ingigrg my main
formation in Sociology with the postgraduate stadie Political
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and Social Sciences. My background in Mathematics&ociology
allowed me to design a study that incorporatesondt qualitative
data and methods but also a quantitative analysi®rder to

enhance the results of this qualitative investayati

This research was conducted in the MetropolitaraAfeBarcelona.
The big urban conglomerates are the zones where munigrants

arrive ultimately, principally because of increasinwork

opportunities. Barcelona is the second metropoléssa in Spain,
after Madrid, and one of the main areas of immigcamcentration.
The big cities of the Metropolitan Area of BarcedofMAB) gather

the majority of immigrants independently of theduatry of origin,

thing that increases the cultural diversity of Hrea. Barcelona is
the most important city in the urban system hidrgrcmany

economic, social and territorial dynamics varying their

importance in function of their proximity to Baroek.

Accordingly, most European, American and Asian ignant

populations are concentrated in Barcelona, and tmy African

origin population is distributed between the cifyBarcelona and
other cities of the MAB like Terrassa, Mataro, Gokers or

Martorell (Cladera and Elordui-Zapaterietxe, 2004).

Historically, Barcelona has been a city of immigyat In the XIXth
century, there was an internal migration to Bancaldrom other
Catalan provinces. At the beginning of the XXth toey, migrants
came to Barcelona from various neighbouring regidos to a

major improvement in infrastructure. During the 60the
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phenomenon of migration acquired a significant disien and
expanded to other Spanish regions like Murcia, Amda and
Galicia. With the 80s and 90s, immigrants startedcome to
Barcelona from outside the Spanish borders (seé, 26I00). In
2006, Catalonia registered the highest numberreida population
(22% of the total foreign population) from the 17a8ish
autonomous communities and the two autonomoussciielilla
and Ceuta) that compose the Spanish State. AmangC#talan
Autonomous Community, Barcelona represented theiqpee with
the highest number of foreign population (71% df thtal foreign
population), far more than Girona (13%), Tarragddad%) or
Lleida (6%).

Between 2000 and 2006, the absolute value of exgidtpersons
with other nationality than Spanish (how an immigrés usually
defined by official statistics that analyse theemiational migration)
has significantly increased in the city of BarcelolVhile in 2000
the foreign nationals living in Barcelona represeid.9 per cent of
the total population, in 2006 they represented rdol6.5 per cent.
This increase of 11.6 percentage points, in ondyysars, indicates
a real migratory boom. The foreign population inrd&dona come
mainly from Latin American, African, European andsi&n
countries. The Latin Americans (Central and SoutmeAca)
represented in 2006 by far the largest immigrarmugrin the
province of Barcelona (41.3% of the total foreigopplation),
followed by the Africans (23.4%), the Europeans.Z224) and the

Asians (11.8%). The research location of this stuay been chosen
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not only because of the presented data, but alsanaimportant
theoretical assumption that is that city politigs @@ many ways
more open to transnational affiliations than natitates (see
Baubdck, 2003b).

The principal aims of this research study are théowing: to
explore if immigrant associations in Barcelona ggain
transnational political practices and activities;ahalyse the forms,
scope, and intensity of immigrant associationstipigation in the
politics of their country of origin; to examine thein determinants
of this kind of political activism like the poliied opportunity
structure in home country, the level of socio-ecnimodevelopment
of the country of origin, the social networks, type of immigrant
associations, etc.; and to investigate if there amg patterned
differences across different national origin imnaigfr associations

in the incidence and forms adopted by this phenamen

The structure of the thesis

To give a brief outline of the thesis, in Chaptger first examine the
larger concept of migrant transnationalism andntfaen theoretical
perspectives developed on it. | then define theephof immigrant
political transnationalism, as one particular forof migrant
transnationalism, and explore its relationship witle traditional
conception of national citizenship. Immigrant pohl

transnationalism refers here to various forms oéaiand indirect

(via the political institutions of the destinationountry or
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international organisations) cross-border partiograin the politics
of their country of origin by both immigrants arefugees, and on a
relatively regular basis. This chapter also hidhtsgthe main lines

of empirical research on immigrant transnationalism

In Chapter 2, | explain the research questions vabtig this
dissertation and emphasise the socio-political d@hdoretical
relevance of studying immigrant political transoatlism. The
research questions are concerned with the ideatidic of those
immigrant associations in Barcelona that engage pdiitical
transnationalism and of the main determinants af #ind of
political activism. This chapter also presents tpheoposed
theoretical model, more specifically, the main hyeses, the
dependent and independent variables, and the uditlevel of

analysis.

Chapter 3 begins with a presentation of the englirgtrategy
adopted that is a qualitative analysis of immigrandilitical
transnationalism, more specifically, a comparisdntlee cross
border participation of different national/ethnicigin immigrant
associations in Barcelona in the politics of tleguntry of origin. |
also describe the research design, the samplergotish, type of

data and methods used to produce my empirical reéle
Chapter 4 offers a conventional descriptive analysi the

transnational political practices and activities 24 immigrant

associations in Barcelona. The empirical analgssystematically
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carried out for each group of national/ethnic arigmmigrant
associations and focus on the origins, types andgtste of the
selected immigrant associations and also on thedpscope and
intensity of their political transnationalism. Theain findings are
then discussed, stressing the differences obseageuass various
forms of political transnationalism, and the nasidethnic origin of
immigrant associations. In the last section of dhapter, | present
an initial profile of the sample of transnationainmigrant

associations.

Chapter 5 provides a conventional explicative asialyof the
structural and organisational determinants of thensnational
political activism of 24 immigrant associations Barcelona. The
theoretical arguments and hypotheses are divideording to two
groups of factors that are emphasised in the titegzon immigrant
transnationalism and on organisational political hdeour:
contextual determinants like the exit context amdaanisational
factors like type of immigrant associations, soatworks, number
of members, sources of funds, etc. The main firsleng discussed

according to these two types of determinamacroandmeso

Finally, the concluding chapter summarises the npaimts of the
theoretical framework and results of the descrgpawd explicative
analyses presented in this thesis and discussemtileations of
these findings for the future. This chapter alsdudes suggestions
for future research on some particular issues emtings addressed

in this thesis. More specifically, it proposes tliae theoretical

XXXil



framework developed here — the transnational palitthngagement
of immigrant associations— has further explanatooyential with
additional data from surveys to embassies/consilate state-led
policies toward emigrants living abroad or from #féects of this
political activism on both exit and destination nties, and new
individual data on members’ implication or part&ijpn in the
politics of their country of origin. As the readetll notice, the
findings of the thesis suggest that organisaticarad contextual
factors matter to different extents depending oe #ind of
transnational political activity under consideraticAn important
lesson in the study of political behaviour follofvem this that is
the need to differentiate between different typédransnational

political action.
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1. IMMIGRANT POLITICAL TRANSNATIONALISM

1.1 Introduction

This chapter focuses on the concept of immigrantitiqel
transnationalism, as one particular form of migrant
transnationalism. | examine first the larger comcep migrant
transnationalism and the main theoretical perspestieveloped on
it. Then, | analyse the main theoretical contribog on immigrant
political transnationalism and explores its relasioip with the
traditional conception of national citizenship. &g, | highlight the

main lines of empirical research on this phenomenon

1.2 Immigrant Transnationalism: Concept and

Analytical Perspectives

A) Establishing and delimitating the phenomenon

In order to define the concept of immigrant trangmalism, we
first have to situate the incidence of the phenamewithin the
migration research field. In other words, we havesxamine the
scale (immigrant transnationalism has to involvesignificant
number of immigrants), continuousness (transnaticawivities
have to be constant and flexible over time) andirdiess
(transnational activities have to be different aad included in the
already existent concepts) of this ‘new’ phenomenan the
migration studies (Portext al, 2003).



The phenomenon of immigrant transnationalism, aigo not
entirely new, has reached at the end of tH& @ntury a particular
intensity at the global scale and has become a&subf interest for
many researchers from the migration field. More amate people
live today a double life: they speak two languagiesy have houses
in two countries and their everyday life implies@ntinuous and
regular interaction across state borders. Helpedeover by the
modern technology that makes easier to travel amdnwnicate
with their homelands, many immigrants today mamtaemselves
active in the economic, social and political speavétheir country
of origin. Transnational activities vary from infoal businesses of
import and export of goods, to the emergence ava ‘olass’ of bi-
national professionals or immigrants who particgpatrrently in
the politics of their home country (Portes 19970202003; Portes
et al, 2003; Castles, 2002).

The increasing involvement of immigrants in diversetivities
across state borders has opened many controveasademic
debates. Some scholars consider that the phenomasion
transnationalism is new and rising, while otherbele that it has
always existed jointly with migration. Some picturansnational
businessmen as a new and particular group of peabide others
affirm that all immigrants are part of a transnatibcommunity.
Finally, there are scholars who describe theseitet as deriving
from the globalisation of capital, while some otheee them as a
popular reaction to the adverse effects of thisesamocess (Portes
et al, 2003).



American anthropological studies suggest that tatisnalism
represents a generalised phenomenon among coniampoigrant
communities that has developed as an alternatithetdraditional
way of assimilation. As such, transnational mignatis defined as a
form of migration through which persons, even gythmove across
international borders and establish relations irw ngocieties
through information and ‘cultural capital’ or infoal networks,
maintain ongoing social connexions with home coupiolity. In
transnational migration, people actually live théives across
international borders and are defined as ‘trasmigra(Glick
Schiller and Fouron, 1999).

This anthropological approach, by assuming thainadhigrants are
transnational, does not create explicit criteriadifferentiating who

is and who is not a ‘transmigrant’. If the simplet @f sending
remittances to families or traveling home occaslgn are

considered as transnational activities, this putguestion marks the
existence of the entire field since immigrants halways been
engaged in this kind of activities. Hence, thishhigliance on case
studies in the transnational field has created ahoaelogical

problem, that of selecting on the dependent vaialinly those
involved in transnational activities have consgtiitthe unit of
analysis. Consequently, the phenomenon of tramsradism has
been overestimated in its general spread, ana4gsilple absence in

the everyday life of many immigrants has been tbusrlooked



(Levitt, 2001b; Kyle, 2001; Portes, 2003; Portes al, 2003;
Guarnizoet al, 2003).

Comparative studies on immigrant transnationalisnows that
regular or occasional participation in transnati@wivities is not a
universal practice. Not all migrants develop traismal practices,
and many do so only in one sphere of their liveg Guarnizo and
Smith, 1998; Faist, 2000a; Landolt, 2001; Guarretal, 2003).
Although immigrant remittances, occasional contatips to and
activities in homeland communities might be consdeas certain
forms of transnationalism that contribute to thrersgthening of the
transnational field, these cannot justifgr sethe development of a
new concept. Moreover, immigrants have engaged flamg time
in this kind of activities (Waldinger and FitzgetaR004).

Precursors of present transnationalism have alveaysted like
returned migrants, immigrants who travel periodicélack home,
economic diasporas or forced political diasporasd aheir
continuous contacts with their homelands (Cohe®71%orteset
al., 2003). Some examples of forced political diaspoase the
Russian Jews escaping from the tsarist persecutiathe XXth
century (see Howe, 1976), the Armenians escaping fthe
Turkish oppression (see Noiriel, 1995) or the digant Spanish
diaspora after the instauration of fascism in Sijsé® Solé, 1995).

Examples of previous economic transnationalism dhe
‘commercial diasporas’, meaning merchant commuitie

established in foreign jurisdictions with the aifncommercialising



products, that maintained their networks acrossddrsr and
travelled from one side to another in search of roencial
opportunities (see Curtin, 1984; Portsal, 2003). Venetians and
Genovese merchants in medieval Europe are one exaiyple of
economic transnationalism or transnational entregues (see
Pirenne, 1970). During the successive phases ofEim®pean
colonization of Africa and America, many PortugyeBanish and
English established commercial enclaves of agem®lved in
various forms of transnational commerce (see D&@BB3; Hardoy,
1969; Arrighi, 1994). More recent, the Chinesetsthto represent
an archetypical example of a transnational comraksmmmunity
(see Lim, 1983; Granovetter, 1995).

But the first examples of economic transnationalisere elitist,

including commercials and resource commercial agewho

maintained a strong affiliation with their repretsive firm/house
and communities of origin and depended on largewite networks
for their economic survival. With the labour migoa in the XIXth

century, the more popular precursors of contemgdransnational
activities started to appear. In this new era oélatively advanced
industrial capitalism, the expansion of commercradustry and
agriculture required the over-crossing of barriersfrontiers that
limited the local labour force. Transnational eptexes were
established, whose workers had few roots abroathtanzed their
networks with homeland through trips and inversiansl worked
on a regular base abroad (see Galarza, 1977; CdB88; Noiriel,

1995;Porteset al, 2003).



Examples of a more recent economic transnationaksen the
massive European labour migration to the UnitecdteStan the
XIXth century, the massive recruitment of Polishrkers in the
hard industry and mining in Germany, of Algeriardadvioroccans
workers in the French industry before the World Wabpr the
massive migration of Mexican workers to the sousheaf the
United States that increased with the Bracerosrprome, a labour
immigration treaty between Mexico and the Unitect& (see
Weber, 1906 [1958]; Samora, 1971; Barrera, 1980teBoand
Bach, 1985; Portest al, 2003).

Early political transnationalism is less common bthat, that did
exist, had transcendental consequences. We coulttianefor
instance the efforts of some leaders and actigistead to free up
their land from foreign control or to support theation of a nation-
state. Some common examples are those people wigragea
from nations without states in the XIXth centurytioe beginning of
the XXth century like the Lithuanians or Czechstie United
States. At the same time, the Polish immigranthéoUnited States
contributed with money to the cause of the Poliskration at the
beginning of the XIXth century, while the Cuban aimates in the
United States helped in the foundation of the CuRepublic (see
Glazer, 1954; Thomas, 1971; Rosenblum, 1973; Pettal 2003)

All these examples of previous transnational imamgractivities
reinforced the links between their respective comitres but did

not achieve the regularity, routine and criticakuna of present



forms of transnationalism. Very few immigrants hedived in two
countries in terms of their everyday activitiesth®ugh many past
immigrants dreamt with returning someday back hothes aim
was postponed by daily worries and necessitiehaf hew lives
and for many of them, these dreams just disappe@aitemporary
transnationalism corresponds to a global econony t@n new
strategies of popular actors who find themselves isubordinate
position in respect to the system, but who comadotede to new
technological advances in order to overcome thisitipm (see
Thomas and Znaniecki, 1984; Handlin, 1973; Patesd, 2003).

The novel and important character of contemporanymigrant
trasnationalism resides in the high intensity ¢éiohanges, the new
forms of transaction and the multiplicity of actigs that cross state
borders and require this kind of geographical maemnfor their
fulfilment, its high degree of institutionalisaticand the various
forms this phenomenon might take (ltzigshat al, 1999;
Itzigshon, 2000; Porteset al, 2003). Present transnational
communities possess a distinct character that goasl reason for
the emergence of a new research field: 1) an isagrganumber of
people involved; 2) the nearly instantaneous -characof
communications across space due to the technologthances;
and 3) the cumulative character of the process tnakes
participation normative within certain immigrant groups (Portes
1997, 2001, 2003).



Transnational activities and occupations requigule and stable
social contacts across sate borders for their agltsinment (for
example, the monthly trips of a Pakistanis busimessto deliver
correspondence and supplies to his co-nationatenpsin Pakistan
or the community development projects undergones angear by
an Ecuadorian hometown association in some depriveche

community). Occasional gifts in money or goods timamigrants
send to their parents or friends (that is not azupation) or buying
a house in home country (that is not a regularviag)i do not

constitute a transnational activity (Poregsal, 2003; Guarnizeet

al., 2003). Long-distance connections maintained bgramts one
hundred years ago were not exactly transnational the

contemporary meaning of regular, sustained andecsspy, ‘real

time’ social contacts. Such earlier links were eatlust border
crossing migrant networks, sporadically maintaibgdmigrants as
best as they could at that time (Portes al, 1999). These
conceptual differences between newer transnatipreadtices and
older migration networks represent an importantdoution of the

transnational approach to the theoretical developroé migration

studies (Vertovec, 2003).

B) The Concept

In the post-War period, socio-political analysts revemainly
concerned with the problem of immigrant assimilatimto an
ethnically homogeneous society. By the 1980s, stefted to the

‘softer’ notion of integration and developed a nepolicy



perspective, that of multiculturalism. Later on, the 1990s, socio-
political scientists started to focus on new forofi<itizenship and
inter-group relations in the city, while with thd*2century they

moved their interest towards transnationalism ({€as2002: 2).

Transnationalism, as a new concept in social atitigab sciences,
was first developed from a top-down perspectivangnationalism
from above) directing the research interests to dhess-border
activities of governments or multinational corpayas. More recent
sociological literature has started to look at thdiatives of
common people in establishing solid economic, malitand socio-
cultural networks across national borders (transnalism from
below) (see Portes, 1999; Portgsal, 2003, 2007; Guarnizet al,
2003). The termtransnationalismhas come to be used when
referring to both human activities and social tusitbns that expand
across national borders. States have been searim#ted political
entities whose borders are crossed by flows of lpeoponey or
information and are expanded by social networkgamisations or
fields (Baubdck, 2003a). As we will see in Chaperthis study
focuses on the “transnationalism from below”, mexactly, on the

political transnationalism of immigrant associaton

Immigrant transnationalism was first analysed byr@up of social
anthropologists who related it with transmigrataomd defined it as
“multi-stranded” social relations and activitiesapled and sustained
by immigrants across state borders. Immigrants wseen as

building social fields that over-cross geographicitural, and



political borders. One of the essential elementthisf process was
the multiplicity of social, political and economigvolvements that
migrants sustain in both, home and destinationesies. These
scholars suggested the tetransmigrantsfor these people who live
their lives across borders and develop social, lfaimipolitical,
economic and religious networks that incorporathnto two or
more states (Bascht al, 1994; Guarnizo, 1998; Guarnizo and
Smith, 1998; Glick Schiller and Fouron, 1999).

On the other side, cultural studies scholars gheebncept a curios
cultural orientation and a particular normative, stpmodern
connotation as “counter-narratives of the natidméttquestion the
viability of the state and indicate the emergentépost-national”
societies (Appadurai, 1990; Bhabha, 1990; Cliffd@92; Wimmer
and Glick Schiller, 2003). Nevertheless, both tle&oal views have
come to converge when defining transnationalismaa®rm of
popular resistance “from below” rather than globetivities “from
above” performed by large economic enterprisestates (Smith
and Guarnizo, 1998).

Sociologists who realise comparative empirical wodn

transnationalism (see Guarniebal, 2003; Portesgt al, 2007) also
distinguish between “transnationalism from above” those
trasnational activities initiated and developedrstitutional actors
such as multinational corporations or states, dgrmh$nationalism
from below” - those activities that result from ggeroot initiatives
of immigrants and their counterparts in the coundfy origin.

Transnational activities from above are well knoamd have been

10



examined from different conceptual frameworks ligeonomic
globalisation, international relations or cultudiffusion (Sassen,
1996; Meyeret al, 1997). Researchers tend now to focus more on
transnational initiatives from below, particulatlye civic projects
developed by hometown immigrant associations in irthe
communities of origin (see Guarnizt al, 2003; Porteset al,
2007).

“Transnationalism from below” refers to grassrodstivities
carried out across state borders by civil sociatiora such as
immigrants (see Glick Schiller, Basch and Szantden& 1992,
1995; Portes, 1996, 1997, 2003; Smith and GuarniZfs;
Guarnizoet al, 2003b), social movements (see Smith, Chatfield,
and Pagnucco, 1997; Tarrow 1998, 2001, 2005; didaet al,
1999) and nongovernmental organisations (see KadkSakkink,
1998; Boli and Thomas, 1999), independent of andetiones in
opposition to official political systems. These engal findings
show that through the networks established acrokscpl borders,
an increasing number of people frequently have Isommetwo
countries and pursue economic, political and caltimterests in
both of them.

Nevertheless, the emancipating nature of transmaigm is still
questioned, capital accumulation rather than pawetesting
practices being the main explanatory variable wistadying
diasporas (see Mitchell, 1997; Ong, 1999). Som®lach do not
differentiate between “transnationalism from aboveind

11



“transnationalism from below” and define the pheeoon
generically as “a set of sustained, border-crossiognections”
among various groups of geographically dispersedakactors,
such as immigrants, global corporations and busipastnerships,
media and communications networks, social movemenisinal

groups and terrorist organisations (see Vertove@32972).

According to Guarnizo and Smith (1998: 6), a guidominciple for
determining the counter-hegemonicnature of transnationalism
could be “to discern how this process affects powedations,
cultural constructions, economic interactions, amdye generally,
social organization at the level of the localityhe ‘dominated’ (or
subordinate) forces could gain control or becomeauntar-
hegemonic through political and economic contesttlmough
cultural and ideological struggle. By studying ttransnational
practices and activities of non-institutional ast@and also their
networks of alliances of interest with the civikcgety, in general, a
researcher could identify the counter-hegemoniarneabf their

transnational activisrh.

! Hegemony could be defined as the means and peaaticthe dominant group
in a society in order to maintain its dominancesbguring the natural consent of
the subordinate groups (including the immigrarasithor’s note). This consent is
assured through the negotiated construction of ktigagb and ideological
consensus that incorporates both dominant and dawedngroups (Gramsci,
1971).

12



C) Main theoretical perspectives on transnationalis

Kymlicka, Baubock and Portes

Most social and political science theorists interds in

transnationalism try first to delimit and differeate the scope of
transnationalism from other international, multioatl or

supranational phenomena that also entail crossebonderactions
but conducted by more institutionalised and consioly more

powerful actors. Consequently, they distinguishwieein different
types of transnationalism.

Will Kymlicka (2003a: 13-16), for example, percesveninority
nationalism and transnationalism as two possibkglehges to the
traditional model of national citizenship. Althoughinority
nationalism asks for forms of ethnic minority aceoadation like
self-government and collective minority rightsdides not seem to
challenge the very idea of nationhood but rathat tf statehood
like state’s sovereignty and its mutually exclusiueisdiction?
States are incapable of recognising substate ratigmoups and
give them the possibility to democratic culturalpeessiveness.
Thus, minority nationalism “replicates” rather thahallenges” the
model of liberal-democratic national citizenshiptim present
political communities. Immigrant transnationalismstead, apart
from questioning the nation-state in the name daitlagr nation or

minority group, it also queries the idea that eitighip should be

2 Kymlicka (2003a: 13) definesinority nationalismas “mono-national political
communities, ..., which mobilise to maintain or reg#igir historic rights of self-
government, with their own public institutions, oang in their own language.
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circumscribed within the territorial

boundaries of national

community. In other words, this phenomenon chaksnthe very

idea of national citizenship.

In order to assess this, Kymlicka (2003a,b) examihae forms of

political

activity that have been described as eplas of

“transnational citizenship”: (1) immigrant transioailism; (2)

transnational advocacy networks; (3) internatideghl authority;

(4) transnational legislative/parliamentary bodiesind (5)
intergovernmental regulatory authorities (see Tabl¢.
Table 1.1: Forms of “transnational citizenship”

1. 2.Transnation 3. 4. 5.
Immigrant al advocacy | International Transnational | Intergovernm
transnatio networks legal authority legislative/ ental

nalism Parliamentary regulatory
bodies authorities
Immigrant | NGOs that International EU’s European | “...delegated
participatio | pressure on law (HR law); | Parliament or a | powers by
nin one’s own intergovernmen| possible states to
homelands | government tal regulatory | common North | exercise in
politics bodies (WTO); | American accordance
international Parliament with the

legislatures interests of
(EU these states”
Parliament).

(Personal elaboration; Source: Kymlicka, 2003a)

Kymlicka (2003a: 16) definesimmigrant trasnationalismas

immigrant participation in homelands politics. Bug refers only to

one form of immigrant trasnationalism that is thelitzal

transnationalism, which he merely sees in termduad nationality

acceptance and external voting rights. In his @pinthese rights do

not actually challenge the normative assumptiont thpelitics

14




should be organised through territorially-boundetianal political

communities”.

Transnational advocacy network®nsist of recruiting supporters
from other countries, usually NGOs, to help pressam one’s own

government. But this sort of transnational activism represemts
“weak” transnational political agency since it asgs that “the

ultimate locus of decision-making is territorialhpunded national

legislatures” (Kymlicka, 2003a: 16-19).

Apart from the transnational activism, some sorttrahsnational
decision-making or governance could also replaceamtest the
nation-state power, and challenge the liberal/mationodels of
citizenship. Kymlicka (2003a: 19-22) analyses thfeems of
transnational or international legal authoritya) international law,
such as human rights law; (b) intergovernmentalleggry bodies
like the World Trade Organisation (WTO); and (cjemmational
legislatures like the European Union Parliament. neégertheless
concludes that international legal authority doest m@ctually
challenge liberal/national models but rather urseéses and

exports them, though it does impose limits on stateereignty.

Kymlicka (2003a: 22-24) considers thatl@mocratic transnational

parliamentat the global scale is rather utopian in a worlavirich

% Kymlicka (2003: 18) gives the examples of indigem@eople in Canada and
their appeal to international allies in local pglissues: the development taken up
in James Bay by the Quebec Government, environingnbaps trying to put
pressure on Canada to stop the seal hunt, or Ganadivironmental NGOs
pressuring the Government of Brazil to changedigcjes in the Amazon.
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many countries do not have democratic electionstli@ir own
government$.Even common citizens are “unenthusiastic” about a
transnational democracgs this might imply a return to the “pre-
national phase”, in which “the masses will be goeer by elites
who do not share their own language and culturd, ianwhich
politics is conducted in a language and in a méuad is ‘foreign’

to the masses”. People’s perceptions about the opppte
boundaries of a political community have less towdth size but
more with “a feeling of belonging together, of bgima nation,
peopleor community of fate

If the idea oftransnational democracgioes not seem to be realistic
at least for the foreseeable future, the level @indcracy in our
transnational institutions can still be supervisatirough

intergovernmental regulatory authoritiethat are “...delegated
powers by states to exercise in accordance withinterests of
these states”. But these institutions could semethe end, the
interests of their own agents and not of the peoyt® elected
them. Democratic accountability at a transnatideaél might not
only be difficult to put in practice but also mdmited than that at

a domestic level (Kymlicka, 2003a: 24-26).

* Kymlicka (2003: 22-24) gives the example of thenBaof Canada - a
democratically elected national legislature thapesvises national regulatory
institutions like the WTO. Regional democratic ééet bodies like the EU

Parliament or a possible common North Americani®@adnt to make decisions
regarding North American Free Trade Agreement ethasstitutionsseem more

feasible, even though there is little public supmorquite indifference to the idea
of transnational democracy.
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Kymlicka (2003a: 26-27) finally concludes that naofethese five
forms of transnationalism really erodes the modeb@emocratic
citizenship and its political legitimacy that remsitied down to
national political communities. The so-called “pwgionalism”,
being this minority nationalism or migrant transaaslism, should
be best understood as “latest adaptations of redtsbrimpulses”
rather than “a new postnational political orderyrilicka’s idea of
transnationalism requires not only a form of traismal activism
(migrant transnationalism or transnational advocaetworks) but
also of transnational governance (transnational
legislative/parliamentary bodies), thing that doet seem to be

feasible in the nearby future.

Rainer Baubdck (2003a: 704), another political rsoge theorist,
takes as a starting point in defining transnatisnal the dual
meaning of the termationat (1) as “an attribute of a territorially
bounded state”; and, as well as, (2) “of commusitleat aspire for,
or exercise, comprehensive self-government”. Hes thistinguishes
four basic types of political relations: internai#, multinational,

supranational and transnational (see Table 1.2).
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Table 1.2: Types of political relations

International

Multinational

Supranational

Transnati onal

When state and
polity coincide -
external relations
between
independent
states, and
organisations in
which these state
are represented
by their
governments
(United Nations,
free trade zones
or military
alliances)

When several
political
communities can
be nested within 3
larger state -
multinational
states, such as
s Canada, Spain,
Belgium or the
UK, and the
internal relations
between their
historic and
relatively
autonomous

1

minority groups

When several

states can be
nested within a

larger political
community - the
European Union

When several
political
communities can
overlap between
separate states -
political
institutions and
practices that
involve
simultaneous
overlapping
affiliations of
persons to
geographically
separate polities

(Personal elaboration; Source: Baubéck, 2003a)

The labelinternationalis used when state and polity coincides and

refers to external relations between independentest and
organisations in which these states are represebiedtheir
governments (for example, the United Nations, frede zones or
military alliances). When several political comntigs can be
nested within a larger state, the right termmsltinational that
denotes multinational states (for example, Can&gajn, Belgium
or the UK and the internal relations between thetoric minority
groups) that enjoy substantial political autonoBgaubock, 2003a:

704-705).
When several states can be nested within a largditicpl

community, Baubdck (2003a: 704-705) uses the wrpranational

relations between independent states that haveedexc their
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sovereignty by forming a larger federal polity (fekample, the
European Uniony. Finally, the termtransnationalis used when
several political communities can overlap betweepasate states
and refers to those political institutions and pc&s that transcend
the borders of independent states by involving Hemeous
overlapping affiliations of persons to geograpHicateparate
polities.

According with Baubdck’'s perspective (2003a: 71Wjgrant
transnationalism is not seen anymore as a one-prdeess,
meaning its relation with the home society, buheatas a two-side
process that involves both home and destinatiomtoas. This
transnational perspective that centres on oventgppiembership
helps us to understand how “patterns of integratioto the
receiving polity” and “unfinished projects of natiduilding in the
homeland” form migrants’ attitudes towards theiuctvy of origin.
Migrant transnationalism is not only about a nars®t of activities
(external voting rights or dual citizenship) thrbugrhich migrants
become involved in the politics of their homelarsgg Kymlicka,
2003a,b), but also about how these activities affacturn the
“collective identities and conceptions of citizeqpslamong the
native population in both receiving and sendingietgEs” (see
Baubdck, 2003a: 716). This study focuses on immigia
participation in the politics of their country ofigin. A subsequent
investigation would be needed in order to examhe dffects of

® In Baubdck’s opinion (2003a: 4), free trade zomesmilitary alliances are
considered international organisations rather tharanational ones.
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these transnational political activities on botkit @nd destination

countries.

Baubdck’'s and Kymlicka’'s theoretical perspectivesn o
transnationalism are quite different but united@pe as they both
define new forms of political relations and comntigs. Since
these two perspectives are quite distinct and adtstthey do not
allow us to construct very clear measures on thenpimenon of
immigrant transnationalism. In order to encountesrenjunction
points between them and to delimit more exactlyrthture, forms,
dimensions and possible indicators of this phenamewe bring
into the discussion Alejandro Portes’ perspective.

Sociologists like Alejandro Portes and his collators (Portest
al., 1999, 2003, 2007; Guarnizd al, 2003) base their analytical
perspective on previous social anthropology couatidns on
migrant transnationalism. They distinguish betwddferent types
of activities like transnational, international andultinational
according to different types of actors involved:temmational
activities are conducted by states or nationallyeldainstitutions;
multinational activities are carried out by formiastitutions whose
aims and interests transcend a single nation-sted@snational
activities are initiated and sustained by non-tostnal actors
across state borders.

20



Table 1.3: Cross-border activities of different tyges of actors

Activities Areas
Political Economic Socio-Cultural
Establishment of Export drives by Travel and
embassies and farming, ranch, and | exchange
International | organisation of fishing organisations| programs
diplomatic missions | from a particular organised by
abroad by national country universities
governments based on a
specific country
United Nations and Production and Schools and
other international marketing activities | missions
agencies charged with of global sponsored by
Multinational | monitoring and corporations with the Catholic
improving specialised| profits dependent on| Church and
areas of global life multiple national other global
markets religions in
multiple
countries
a) Non-governmental | a) Boycotts organised a) Grassroots
associations by grassroots charities
established to moniton activists in First promoting the
human rights globally | World countries to protection and
compel care of children
multinationals to in poorer
Transnational improve their Third | nations
World labour
practices

b) Hometown civic
associations
established by
immigrants to improve
their sending
communities

b) Enterprises
established by
immigrants to
export/import goods
to and from their
home countries

b) Election of
beauty queens
and selection of
performing
groups in
immigrant
communities to
take part in
annual
hometown
festivals

(Source: Portes 2001 ; Porgtsal, 2007)

According to Portes and his collaborators (Poetesl, 1999: 465),

two theoretical premises are necessary when peirigrempirical

work on transnationalism: (1) the concept has ferrenainly to
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cross-border activities (economic, socio-culturat golitical) of
private actors, including immigrants; and (2) traatgonal activities
of private actors, including immigrants (“transoatlism from
below”) are different from the activities realisedy big
bureaucracies and other global institutions (“trexti®nalism from
above”).

“Transnationalism from below” refers to grassroastivities

carried out across state borders by non-institatiaators such as
non-governmental  organisations, human rights  atfyi
humanitarian agents and agencies, hometown cigoceagions or
other immigrant groups. Immigrant transnationalisi®y one

particular form of the “transnationalism from beloand includes

those activities carried out across territorialdess by hometown
civic associations (or committees) and other imamgrgroups in
order to improve the political and socio-economanditions in

their home countries/communities or to protect aneserve their
own cultural heritage and identity (Poregtsal, 2007).

Portes and his collaborators (Portes 2001; Pogtesl, 2007)

identify three types of immigrant transnational iates: 1)

economic initiatives of transnational entreprenewisdo mobilise
their contacts across borders in searching fortaag@nd markets; 2)
the political activities of members of politicalrtias, governmental
functionaries or community leaders whose main psepts to
achieve political power and influence in the exductry and the
expatriate communities; 3) socio-cultural entegmisoriented

22



toward national identity reinforcement abroad oltemtive cultural

divertissement (see Table 1.3).

In sum, Kymlicka (2003a,b) has a forward-lookingpegach to
transnationalism as a post-national form of menibprsand

conceives different outsets of post-national prditicommunities
that require both institutional and non-institumctors. Baubock
(2003a) identifies as transnational all those palitinstitutions and
practices that involve simultaneous overlappingiliafions of

persons (non-institutional actors) to geographycaeparate
polities. Finally, Portes and his collaborators9@92003a, 2003Db,
2007) have a more empirical view and define tratienalism as
those activities and practices (political, econonaod socio-
cultural) that entail the active engagement of mmtitutional actors

(including the immigrants) across territorial bale

The three analytical perspectives do not come treeagipon
different types of political relations and practicortes defines the
United Nations as a multinational organisation,le/kiymlicka and
Baubotck describe it as international. Yet, intdoral NGOs are
seen as transnational by all three authors. Usumith types of
organisations are considered to be internationaubBck defines
European Union as a supranational organisationlewibi Portes
and Kymlicka this organism is international. Buk thiree authors
coincide when defining immigrant transnationaliss & form of
“transnationalism from below”, meaning practicesd amctivities

conducted by non-institutional actors across natiohorders,
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independent of and sometimes in opposition to affipolitical
systems. Immigrants are just one group within th&t array of civil
society actors that might get involved in transmadi practices and

activities from below.

d) Ways of conceptualising immigrant transnaticsrali

A large number of studies have examined differemtmt of
transnational connections, activities and practigdentities and
organisations between immigrants and their coumitiyrigin (Glick
Schiller, Basch and Blanc-Szanton, 1992; Basclck&ichiller and
Blanc-Szanton, 1994; Mahler, 1995, 1999, 2000; €20rtl996;
Goldring, 1996; Guarnizo, 1997, 1998; Smith, 199Ryle, 1999;
Popkin, 1999; Guarnizo, Sanchez and Roach, 1998e Frank
and Lozano-Asencio, 1999; ltzigsoket al, 1999; Glick Schiller
and Fouron, 1999; Itzigsohn, 2000; Poresal, 2003, 2007;
Guarnizoet al, 2003).

Due to the new nature of this phenomenon, thealetand
methodological confusions have accompanied theldewent of
the transnational migration research field. Diffégrecholars have
emphasised different forms of transnationalism,ehaenducted
their studies at different levels of analysis, &ade used a variety
of theoretical and methodological approaches. Nbebss,
transnational connections and activities have piote be quite
often heterogeneous and variable in their popylanitd character

across immigrant communities (see Guarngétoal, 2003). Thus,
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more conceptual and empirical work is needed tatifjeforms,
particularities and differences in migrant transralism.

Vertovec (1999: 449-456) summarises the presente st
development of the studies on transnationalism. célesequently
divides the field of transnationalism into six éifént areas of
conceptualisation: 1) transnationalism as a sauiaiphology,i.e.,
the rise of networks and institutions that creadev riransnational
forms of social relations and action; 2) a typeafsciousness; 3) a
mode of cultural production (or socio-cultural tsaationalism); 4)
an avenue of capital (or economic transnationaligsh)a site of
political engagement (or political transnationaljsmand 6) the
(re)construction of place and locality. These gieas of study are
not mutually exclusive and many studies of transnatism have

simultaneously addressed more than one of them.

Subsequently, Vertove2003: 975) maps out the different types
and levels of migrant transnationalism emphasisgdvarious
studies. This last differentiation help us to fiadt channels and
factors (infrastructures) that facilitate transoaél activities such as
family and kinship organisation, transportatiorpeople smuggling
routes, communication and media networks, finaramiedngements
and remittance facilities, legislative frameworksegarding
movement and status, and economic interdependdimdeyy local

economies.
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Table 1.4 Types and levels of immigrant transnatioalism

Transnationalism from above

Transnationalism frostoly

A. Smith | Flows of global capital, media, and | Local and grassroots activity
and political institutions across borders
Guarnizo
1998
Narrow Broad
B. Related to institutionalised and Referring to more occasional
Itzigsohn | continuous activities among practices linking migrants andg
et al. immigrants places of origins
1999
Transnational kinship Transnational Transnational
groups circuits communities
Based on reciprocity Based on exchanges| Characterised by
C. Faist | within families of goods, people and| feelings of
2000 in formation within solidarity within
global networks ethnic diasporas
Core Expanded
G. Levitt | With reference to patterned and Bringing in occasional
2001a,b | predictable practices within one practices in a wider set of
sphere of social life spheres
Great Little
D. Pertaining to the level of state and | Regarding the intimate level
Gardner | economy of family and household
2002
Linear Resource-based Reactive
E. Grounded in plans to Linked with labour Especially
Itzigsohn | return to place of origin market position and based on
and mobility experiences
Saucido of
2002 discriminati
on
Broad Strict
A. Portes| Including both regular and occasionalln connection only to regular
2003 activities participation

(Personal elaboration; Source: Vertovec, 2003)

Finally, Vertovec (2003: 973-975) underlines thresays of

categorising transnational migrant activity: a)otigh a better

refinement of the different types and levels ohsmational activity

among migrants that vary among different groups pebple

depending on many factors, such as the geograpioalmity of
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exit and destination contexts, the histories of pswation and
interdependence between nation-states and logalilie patterns of
migration and processes of settlement; b) throughinduishing

between migrants themselves like those whose qé@sigork or

“mobile livelihoods” involve them in transnationahigration

circuits or patterns of circular migration (for exple, unskilled
labour migrants, undocumented migrants, return i,

retirement migrants, forced migrants, refugees asydum seekers,
religious specialists servicing migrants, highlyillskl workers,

generally and specifically information technology orkers

employed through global labour market and trainedupational

specialists drawn back from diasporas to contribte the

development of their homelands); c) through idgmtd various

degrees of mobility in regard to migrants’ transmadl practices
and orientations (for example, people who travgutarly between
specific localities; people who mainly stay in omdace of

immigration but engage people and resources iraeepbf origin;

and people who have never moved but whose locakty
significantly affected by the activities of othetisroad).

The diversity of approaches underlined by Verto{E299, 2003)
reflects certainly the new and developing naturéheftransnational
migration research field. Nevertheless, in order donduct
comparative studies on migrant transnationalisreeaechers have
to try to systematise different findings and organthe way in
which this phenomenon is conceptualised in order atwid
conceptual and methodological fussiness and camfugizigsohn,
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2000). This thesis attempts to offer an operatiatefinition of
immigrant transnationalism as a form of transnatiem from
below (see Smith and Guarnizo, 1998) that referprémtices and
activities undertaken by immigrants in their coyrf origin, on a

more regular or occasional basis (see Portes, 2003)

1.3 Immigrant Political Transnationalism or the
Political Activism of Immigrants across State

Borders

The globalisation processes have brought aboubwsrchanges in
the way groups develop their political identitiesdamobilise for
political goals. There has been a change in the waups
formulate recognition and rights claims and a tf@amsation in the
spatiality of political practices (Landolt, 2008)5Accordingly, the
scholarship world has underlined three shifts imil csociety
politics: 1) an expansion in the territorial origtidn of politics to
include allies and agendas situated across diffenation-states
(Itzigsohnet al, 2002); 2) a greater ability to build networksttha
overpass distance and shift territorial locationd alevels of
governance within which groups make political dedsa(Keck and
Sikkink, 1998; Ostergaard-Nielsen, 2001a, 2003a); 3) extension
of citizenship rights beyond the boundaries of ladion-state and
into the transnational (Bauboéck, 1994) and supranalt sphere
(Soysal, 1994).
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New forms of political action and citizenship thaanscend the
territorial and political boundaries of states averently emerging.
Systematic forms of immigrant engagement in theuntry of
origin are increasing. Recent research literatues llepicted
migrants as active political participants (see Kl&chiller et al,
1992; M.P. Smith, 1994; Graham, 1997, Itzigsatnal, 1999;
Itzigsohn, 2000; Guarnizoet al, 2003). Several immigrant
communities continue to be part of their countsfectorate due to
the fact that political parties from these courstrieave opened up
offices in immigrant settlements and political calades regularly
campaign among expatriates to gain their politexal monetary
support (see Graham, 1997; Itzigsoémal, 1999)° Even people
who have lived for decades abroad seem to mainther
involvement with their homelands either in suppoft or in
opposition to the government in practice (see Guagnand Pessar,
1991; M.P. Smith, 1994; Kearney, 1995; Kyle, 2001).

The economic and political potential of immigrantsave
determined an increasing number of home statesntimduce
constitutional reforms to provide dual citizenshights and formal
political representation to their nationals livingbroad (see
Lessinger, 1992; Mahler, 1998; Guarnizo and Sniii98). These

® Nevertheless, these new opportunities for poliiticipation might explain

only partially immigrants’ engagement in politicalnsnationalism. Another
important aspect that should be taken into conatéer when analysing this
phenomenon might be the socio-economic status afigmants in destination

countries. Many researchers include socio-demograpériables like gender,

education, years of residence and occupational liyobpon immigration when

doing research in immigration (Grasmuck and Pe$88d, 1996; Jones-Correa
1998; Mahler 1999; Mahler and Pessar 2001; Guastiab, 2003;).
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new rights have changed the way in which migrantorporate
themselves into the destination societies. Thesentives provided
by home states are aimed to maintain the loyaltyheif expatriates
and attract their remittances, investments, and itiqadl

contributions. On the other hand, such incentivies gnigrants a
new and stronger ‘voice’ in the politics of theiwrhe countries or

communities (see Roberts, Frank, and Lozano-Aseh6@o)’

A growing literature in international relations,Ipical science and
political sociology tries to conceptualise polititeansnationalism
(see ltzigsohn, 2000:1128-1131). Some scholars eaddrthe
disjunction between “ones’ legal identity as citizef a territorial
state and one’s political identity as an actorha public sphere”
(Mandaville, 1999: 657). Others emphasise the eemexg of rights
that are guaranteed across national borders armcnaffiat the
convergence between nation and state is beingecigagtl and that
new forms of politics are emerging that transcemd a@o not
depend on the territorial boundaries of the staée (Agnew, 1999;
Brock, 1999; Laguerre, 1999;Mandaville, 1999; Ostergaard-
Nielsen, 2001b, 2003a; Kymlicka, 2003a, 2003b; Bakb 2003a;
Guarnizoet al, 2003). Other authors focus on the institutional

structures of immigrant political transnationali¢om the one hand,

" Political transnationalism is not exclusively ingrant linked (Itzigsohn, 2000).
Other groups might also get involved in transnatigrolitical action: indigenous
movements that create alliances with other movesnaeross national boundaries
or with core countries’ nongovernmental organisaio order to strengthen the
support and give international resound to their aleais (Van Cott, 1994; Brysk,
1996;Yashar, 1998); transnational advocacy netwdha work globally to
defend causes like human rights, the environmexftour rights or women'’s
rights (Keck and Sikkink, 1998; Evans, 2000).
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immigrants and their social and political orgarimas and, on the
other hand, the political institutions and the estapparatus of the
country of origin) in order to assess whether and tthe state is
expanding and in which new areas political rights ereated (see
Itzigsohn, 2000).

As mentioned before, political science theoristedtdo define
immigrant transnationalism in terms of a dual orerapping
membership between two different and independenitiqad
communities. Transnational migrants are seen ra$eliasporas or
dual citizens than transmigrants. Kymlicka (2003k8), for
example, defines immigrant political transnatiosrai as the
political participation of immigrants in homelandolpics via
external voting rights and dual citizenship. Baub$2003a: 716)
has a more complex analytical view on politicahtaationalism,
not only as a narrow set of activities (externding rights or dual
citizenship) through which migrants become involuethe politics
of their homeland, but also about how these awmwitaffect
collective identities and conceptions of citizepsamong the native
populations in exit and destination societies. tieali
transnationalism differs from international, mudilonal and
supranational political relations because it getesraverlapping
forms of membership between two territorially seyed and

independent polities.

In order to defend this overlapping form of memhays Baubock
(2003a: 716) offers some normative insights inte tdoncept of

migrant political transnationalism. First, he cadess that
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transnational migrants should not be seen as #wiegf the national
integrity of the destination country. External vgfirights or dual
citizenship do not necessarily lead to or give gmedsons for
discourses or projects of extra-territorial natiomilding. On the
contrary, they should be considered only as “legte means for
involving those immigrants who have strong sociadl golitical

stakes in their political community of origin”.

Second, Baubotck (2003a: 717) somehow defends ttaminge of
democracy in transnational relations. Accordingita, overlapping
membership of migrants creates different kindslaifs and rights
towards both countries involved. Migrants’ rightsthe destination
country are derived from residence and are teiaitgrbased, while
migrants’ affiliations to the country of origin gsvthem the right to
be reaccepted to their country’s territory, butsloet give the exit
state the right to make any claim to the territofythe host state.
Political theory has to cautiously distinguish beén the challenge
of multinational and international conflicts thaefer to the
delineation of territorial jurisdictions and thesttibution of political
powers between self-governing polities and, thellehge of
transnational migration that is about the permésgbilof
international borders for geographic mobility arfte ttypes of
overlapping membership, rights and identities Ingkboth exit and

destination politie&.

8 Baubock (2003a) refers here to the difference betwthe transnational
migration and the colonialism and irredentist raditsm.
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According to Baubock (2003b: 716), the boundariepalities are
for the political transnational action not only tdarcations of
territorial jurisdiction”, but also “contested sitdor determining
political identities”. The etymological and histoal origins of

citizenship are in the city:

“Citizenship was born in the Mediterranean citytastaof Athens
and Rome, it was reinvented in the liberties of &ssance city
republics and its modern national form arose in tmban
revolutions that swept across Europe from 178984381 (2003b:
17)

It is therefore extremely important to conceive ¢itg as a political
space inside the territorial nation-state and tdefiee a more
attractive concept of urban citizenship in the nessmopolitan
democracie$. Studies on immigrant transnationalism, therefore,
cannot be anymore confined only to relations betwadependent
states, but have to be also extended to regiorthlanal levels of

government. City polities are in many ways more rop®

°® Models of cosmopolitan democracy have extenderéddprinciples from

domestic to global arena (Held, 1995, Baubock, BpOBaubdck’s arguments
(2003b: 18) for a model of cosmopolitan democrany arban citizenship are: (1)
an urban citizenship would not only provide an ralive basis to territorial

federations, but it would also transform nationdkntities and nationalist
ideologies from below and from within; (2) the mbdeould strengthen the

autonomy of cities vis-a-vis the state and wouldderthe claims of internal and
external sovereignty attached to national governm@) it would provide an

alternative model of membership that could evehtu#lp to overcome some of
the exclusionary features of national citizenshifties would provide a space not
only for transnational cultural diversity, but alsl cosmopolitanism within the

nation-state.
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transnational affiliations than nation-states, thresearch on
immigrant transnationalism should be circumscribedthe local
and regional level of government. The researchtimcaof this
study that is the Metropolitan Area of Barcelon@ h&en chosen
also in function of this theoretical assumption.otigh | do not
focus on the effect of the destination contextphsider that the
cosmopolitan nature of the city of Barcelona offaramigrants
more opportunities for maintaining their connectiomith home

countries or communities.

Although all these theoretical perspectives on amgrpolitical

transnationalism contribute to the developmentheftransnational
migration research field, there is a need for nesnpirical research
in order to examine the nature, forms, extent anthrdeterminants
of this social phenomenon and thus redefine theenin mire

operational terms.

Sociologists like Portes and his collaborators t@xoet al. 1999,
2001, 2003, 2007; Guarnizet al, 2003) define political
transnationalism as one particular form of “trarigmalism from
below” that consist of cross-border political redaships initiated
and maintained by contemporary immigrants (immigremetown
associations/committees and other immigrant groupsjrder to
improve social conditions in their home countriescommunities.
They examine the nature, forms and extent of thigiab
phenomenon and also the link between immigranstratonalism
and immigrants’ socio-demographic characteristicsmonigrants’

integration in the detination country. They furtmere distinguish
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between ‘broad’ (occasional and regular) and ‘st(@nly regular)
immigrant transnational activities as a clearertedon for

delimiting this phenomenon.

Eva Ostergaard-Nielsen (2001b: 4-5; 2003a: 762)then social
science scholar interested in transnationalisms aseuch broader
definition of transnational ties. She focuses lesearch interests on
migrants’ transnational political practices and iates and
develops a clear conceptual category. First, sli@etemigrants’
transnational political practices and activities“agrious forms of
direct cross border participation in the politidstieeir country of
origin by both migrants and refugees (such as go@nd other
support to political parties, participating in dedsin the press), as
well as their indirect participation via the patdi institutions of the

host country (or international organisations)”.

Indirect participation refers to the way in whicholipcal
participation in one country, such as voting pateor lobbying, is
influenced by particular political events in anath®stergaard-
Nielsen (2003a: 762) departs from Itzigsohn’s didion (ltzigsohn
et al, 1999) between ‘broad’ (less institutionalisedyl anarrow’
(more institutionalised) transnational practices ewh divides
transnational political practices and activities ‘ifoccasional)
participation in meetings or events” and “actualmmbership of
parties or hometown associations”. Indirect pgstition constitutes
a major part of the political activity of migrarasd refugees since
the actual mobility of the migrants involved is @omain parameter
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for the degree of ‘transnationalness’ of the paoditi practices.
Contrary to economic and social practices, regualass-border
contact, but not necessarily actual travel, is astitutive part of

political transnational practices (ltzigsobnal, 1999: 329).

Transnational migration scholars advocate that ignamt practices
and normative frameworks are territorially orient@dansnational
practices and activites may be oriented toward pfeeoand
institutions in places of origin (a transnationaleatation), toward
the place of settlement (an assimilationist origotd or toward a
multisited, more decentred, and potentially diagparientation.
All these orientations are not mutually exclusive kather overlap
and intermingle (Joppke and Morawska, 2003; Leaiitd Glick
Schiller, 2004; Landolt, 2008).

Accordingly, Ostergaard-Nielsen (2001b: 5-6; 200852-763)
distinguishes among four types of immigrant tratisnal political
practices and activities that are not pure buteratioverlap and
blend into each other” depending on the particatanbination of
converging/diverging interests of the main actonsolved: a)
homeland politics political activities of immigrants that belong t
domestic or foreign policy of sending country;digspora politics-
for some, a subset of that type of transnationattres confined to
those groups that are taken away the possibilitypacticipate
directly in the political life of their country afrigin; for others, it
has a more extensive connotation and refers topthigics of
sensitive issues like national sovereignty and rsgcypolitical
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disputes, overlapping thus with the previous categd homeland
politics; c) immigrant politics— political activities that immigrants
undertake to better their socio-economic situationreceiving
country, and that are supported by sending couaing; d)trans-
local politics— initiatives from abroad to better the situatioocal

community where one originates.

But Ostergaard-Nielsen focuses more on immigramsiorks and
activities that engage them in the politics orientewards their
country of origin and less on how this migrant astn affects the
destination country, as Baubdck would propose. Nbekess, her
definition and typology provides more valid andacleriteria for
measuring who is and who is not a transnationalipall activist
and, thus, it will be used in this investigationwill also look at the
regularity of transnational political practices amdtivities. The
effect of immigrant transnational political actimison exit and
destination societies might become a subject oérast for a
subsequent research study.

1.4 Does immigrant transnationalism really
challenge the traditional conception of nationa

citizenship?

Human societies under the influence of complex phena like
migratory movements, economic, social and politd@elopment,
international cooperation, have evolved througtbathistory from

tribes to communities of people, from states antibna states to
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federations and confederations of states. Withcthestruction of
the modern liberal nation-state the main markebelbnging or
identity has been the national citizenship. Modewlitics and
citizenship have been organised around the corneigmee between

citizenship rights and state boundaries.

Ongoing social processes like globalisation, desaksation and
devolution (regionalisation and federalisation)rdernational mass
migration affect the conventional nation-state nmoded raise
issues like social exclusion or limited public papation. The
formal matters of belonging to a nation-state ave/ extended to
more substantive ones of civil, political, socigconomic and
cultural rights and duties. The limits of classieaklyses like T.H.
Marshall’s distinction (1949) between civil, potiil and social
forms of citizenship are being exposed by otheroriee on
citizenship. New rights such as economic rightsh@ workplace,
cultural or collective minority rights of recogmh and the
corresponding duties and obligations are advannethe present
debate on citizenship (Santos, 1995; Stavenha@®@®h; Kymlicka,
1995). The national conception of citizenship c& tompatibility
between individual liberal values and group riglgsbeing now
guestioned and argued (Rogers and Tillie, 2001).

Some authors have underlined the effects of ecangtobalisation
on the nation-state (see Sassen, 1996; Casted§).10thers have
embraced a new concept of citizenship, thatcoEmopolitan
citizenshipand described how various inter-state, intra-statd
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ultra-state practices challenge the viability of tbonventional
model of nation-state and the international systeonstructed
around it (see Held, 1995; Beck, 2002; Baubotck,4)19Dthers
have underlined the impact of mass migration andyrani
transnationalism alongside globalisation on théonastate and the
construction and re-construction of national ideggi (see Soysal,
1994; Baubdck, 1994; Portes 1997, 1999, 2001, 200ppke,
1998, 1999; Castles, 2002; Kymlicka, 2003a, 2003brtovec,
2003).

Migration movements have always questioned theitdeally

based form of organisation of citizenship. On the band, there is
the problem of immigrants’ inclusion within the igiaed national
community of the destination state and its legal palitical order.

On the other hand, immigrants create new sociasallteconomic
and political linkages with their country of origiand establish
institutions that transcend the political boundarief exit and

destination countries (Itzigshon, 2000).

The intensification of migration within Europe ihet last decades
has led to many changes in the rules of nation&eciship. In
many countries there has been a shift frons sanguinis
(citizenship through descent that tends to excina®igrants and
their descendents), to more inclusive forms ofzertship likeius
soli (citizenship through birth in the territory) ands domicilii
(citizenship on the basis of residence). More inmatign countries

give now the right to dual citizenship as a waymaproving the
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social integration of minorities and preventingghethnic conflict
and racism (Aleinikoff and Klusmeyer, 2001; Cast&302).

Transnationalism represents one by-product of tludadjsation
processes and of the increase in internationalatugy movements.
In the academic area, it is often debated in terhaspossible ‘post-
nationalist’ outset of political community (Baub¢ck994 2003;
Soysal, 1994; Joppke, 1998; Kis, 2001; Castles226@mlicka,
2003a, 2003b;), thing that rises a contradictorgaustanding of the
term: “post-“ or “trans-* nationalist conception opolitical
community? Accordingly, some scholars (Kis, 200aygest that
new forms of self-government might be developedhinitthe
European Union or under the frame of human righgamisations,
which will enable ethnic minorities, who currentlive across
national borders, to act collectively. These newm® of self-
government do not actually aim at making the natiod the state
coincide, but somewhat create overlapping formsnembership
that will cut across the existing state boundaresl will be
sheltered by larger frameworks like the Europeanioknor

international human rights organisatiths

Other scholars (Soysal, 1994; Joppke, 1998; JoppkeMorawska,
2003) examine the “postnational” forms of politicalembership

among immigrants in Europe and emphasise the isicrga

1% Janos Kiss (2001) gives the example of ethnic tdtings who live abroad and
of the Irish republican minority, which through tkBood Friday Agreement in
Northern Ireland can exercise a degree of collectigtion with their kin in the
Republic of Ireland.
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immigrant appeal to international human rights rinsients and
organisations. Non-citizen residents of a stateataim civil, social
and even some limited political rights, based oscdlirses of
universal personhood since national identity islor@er linked to

the right to make claims on the (national) polity.

Although there seem to be an important shift inEneopean Union
citizenship politics, the congruence between idgmtnd citizenship
is far from being universally accepted. Citizenshipmany cases
around the world, continues to depend on essesddlnational
identities that legitimate rights claims. This kind ‘traditional’
identity seems to be especially strong amatigsporas and
transnational migrants (Tdl6lyan, 199@as Gupta, 1997).
Migrants’ claims of citizenship on their commungtief origin are
likely to be framed within particular discoursestbis strong sense
of national identity and origin rather than on agpeto universal
rights (Fitzgerald, 2000: 3).

Accordingly, scholars like Will Kymlicka (2003a: 41B) do not see
the European Union or other international orgarogatto nurture
the formation of a post-nationalist form of citizéip, but rather
accommodate nationalist identites and aims. Migran
transnationalism, rather than a form of postnatieitezenship that
challenges the idea of nation-state, is seen asrm Df dual
membership or the latest adaptation of nationalggials.
Transnationalism as a broader suprastate politmamunity might
challenge “the scope of citizenship” or the primadythe nation-
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state as “the locus of citizenship”, but it does$ represent a real
threat to “the values or principles of liberal-desraxy per sé.
Transnational immigrants are literally “dual na@ds?, not
“postnationals”, and the empirical data suggest thay are as
devoted as anyone else to the idea that politicaildhremain
organised through bounded national political comitres)in both

exit and destination countries (Kymlicka, 2003a:18).

Rainer Baubodck (2003a: 705) believes that migratimtomes
transnational “only when it creates overlapping raership, rights
and practices, which reflect a simultaneous belugngif migrants to
two different political communities”, without nesesily
questioning the nation-statper se Accordingly, comparative
empirical studies (Guarnizet al, 2003: 1211) have shown that
immigrants’ transnational political engagementas from being as
widespread, socially unrestrained, ‘deterritorgdi'sand liberator as
to really challenge the nation-state system its&éhansnational
political action is regularly undertaken by a smallnority, is
socially restrained across national borders, tgiese in quite
specific territorial jurisdictions, and appears teproduce pre-
existing power asymmetries. The potential of tratismalism for
transforming asymmetries within and across cousitni@&s so far to

be determined and proved.
In spite of all this, understanding migration fraantransnational

social field perspective entails at least revigitifhe meaning of
nation-state membership (Yuval-Davis, 199Delgado and
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Stefanicic, 2003j* While states grant membership through laws
that compatibilise legal citizenship and natioyalipeople also
make demands on states regardless of their legalisstEven
persons without full citizenship may act as sulistenor social
citizens, claiming rights or assuming privilegesatthare, in
principle, given to citizens (for example, immigsnwithout
citizenship who fight and die as members of a homintry’s
military, protest in the streets about public pels; and access
various social programmes and services withoutgoeitizens) (see
Flores and Benmayor, 2000). Individuals conneckedugh social
networks to a transnational social field make ctitake actions,
and may even see themselves as members of a coanivigich

they have not lived.

Substantive citizenship as exercised within thasinational social
field differs from the findings of proponents of gteational

citizenship (see Soysal, 1994). Post-nationalamiship scholars put
aside the domain of nation-states and look to ¢ldghts regimes

to protect and represent individuals living outsideir homelands.
Persons in the transnational social field who ag@ugees or
religious or racial minorities may draw on plurabél systems in
their quest for rights, but the international rgght¢gimes is still very
much dependent on individual states for enforcenises Foblets,
2002; Woodman, 2002).

1 Transnational social fields refer to “a set of tiplé interlocking networks of
social relationships through which ideas, practiaed resources are unequally
exchanged, organised and transformed” (Levitt alick@&chiller, 2004: 1005).
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Persons living within the transnational social dighay not make
claims on states as legal or substantive citizarig a particular

event or crisis occurs. They may engage in lobhyilegnonstrating,
organising or campaigns of public information tdluence the
destination country government, their homeland gawent, or

some other state to which they are connected. oBysing simply
on legal rights and formal membership, post-natiarigzenship

scholar overlook this broader set of people whaaiying degrees,
act like members of a society while not formallyldmging to it.

These people influence and are influenced by thte.sfThey are
named “transborder citizens” or “transmigrants’ttisathose people
who may or may not be citizens of both their home destination
polities but who express some level of social eitghip (partial
citizenship) in one or both (Glick Schiller and FFon, 2001).

Partial membership in twgolities challenges core aspects of
governance in at least two ways. First, dual beloygy call into
question the very notion of governance becauss ot readily
obvious which state is ultimately responsible fdrieh aspects of
transnational migrants’ lives: where they shoultlgelth care, pay
taxes, or serve in the army? which state shoulteptr@and represent
them? what happens when migrants are sentencebetaldath
penalty in their host country while death senteiscprohibited in
their country of origin? Second, the multiple expeces of
governmentality and political socialisation of tsaorder citizens

do not occur in isolation from one another. Pessam the
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transnational social field enter the political damwith a broader
repertoire of rights and responsibilities thanzeitis who live only
within a state. The fact that migrants may also ehalirect
experience with international rights regimes pregidhem with
useful knowledge to reconceptualise their relatigqmdo the state
(Pessar, 2001; Levitt and Wagner, 2003).

Migrants also bring with them ideas about goverearibat
transform destination country politics. They refotate their ideas
and practices in response to their experiences thghdestination
state, and they transmit these social remittaneek o those in
their homelands or to the members of their netwsdted in other
states (Glick Schiller and Fouron, 2001). Sharedeernces of
democratic incorporation in the destination stasg rieed back into
transnational activities that lead to more transpipolitics at home
(Shain, 1999).

In sum, there is little academic support for theeaidthat
transnationalism represents a real challenge to nigon-state
system itself. In this sense, there are generdliget trends of

conceptualisingmmigranttransnationalismn the scholarly world.

The first groupof scholars suggests that transnational commasnitie

threaten the feeling of national identity and léadh disintegration
of social cohesion in the country of residentbe second group
argues that transnational communities may constitain the
contrary, a new form of immigrant adaptation to thainstream

society. Finallythe third groupconsiders that there is nothing new
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about transnational communities and that they heusted since
long time ago in the form ofliasporas These academic debates
have lead to a growing number of empirical resesscan this

phenomenon (Castles, 2002: 2).

| believe that transnational migration have comeqgtestion the
locus of membership formation, thing that requires aisiea re-
consideration of the nation-state membership atideaiship (see
Kymlicka, 2003a, 2003b). As migrants develop sogialjects in
their home countries and communities, they claimmi of
citizenship that allow them to cross the boundaoiesation-states
without losing all their rights in their places ofigin (Fitzgerald,
2000). They usually request legal rights of citel@p, such as
voting from abroad and a kind of moral citizenship ‘extra-
territorial’ citizenship in the community of origii Lately, more
emigration countries give the right of citizenskaptheir emigrants
as a way of biding them to the home country andirgein turn
benefits like remittances, technology transfer,itpal allegiance
and cultural maintenance (Fitzgerald, 2000; Castlgf02;
Kymlicka, 2003a, 2003b). Moreover, transnationalissh an
emerging phenomenon whose nature, forms, scalensiy and
implications still have to be studied but which htignfluence
considerably in long run the traditional model oftianal

citizenship.

12 Fitzgerald (2000: 4) defines extra-territorializénship as citizenship in a
territorially bounded political community withoutsidence in the community. It
does not necessarily mean legal citizenship, &eoghip has a moral dimension
that is not always congruent with the juridicalgsa
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1.5 Lines of Empirical Research on Immigrant

Transnationalism

a) Foundational approaches to transnational magrati

Empirical studies on immigrant transnationalism dneghly
fragmented because of a lack of analytical rigat arwell-defined
theoretical framework. The existent studies oftea different units
of analysis (individuals, groups, organizationgalostates) and mix
diverse levels of conceptualisation. This tendetizeatens the
viability of this emerging research field (Portgsal, 2003: 16).

Social researchers have usually explored transratiadentity
formation together with the economic, politicalig®us and socio-
cultural practices that propel migrant incorponatioand
transnational connection. A transnational socieldfiapproach to
the study of social life is needed in order toidgish between the
existence of transnational social networks andctivesciousness of
being embedded in them. Social anthropologists Gkek Schiller
and Levitt (2004: 1004-1006) ingeniously sum up fiendational

research approaches to transnational migration.

They first distinguish the researchers who have@sed typologies
to capture variations in the dimensions of transnat migration
(Grasmuck and Pessar, 1991; Basch, Glick Schilet &zanton
Blanc, 1994; Smith and Guarnizo, 1998; Mahler, 199%8uerre,
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1998; Itzigsohnet al, 1999; Morgan, 1999; Portest al, 1999;
Schiffauer, 1999; Duany, 2000; Itsigsohn, 2000;staR000a,
2000b; Kyle, 2001; Levitt, 2001a,b; Glick Schilland Fouron,
2001; Landolt, 2001; Kivisto, 2001; Koopmans andttisam, 2001;
Riccio, 2001; Van der Veer, 2001; Abelman, 2002balkgh and
Chafetz, 2002; Eckstein and Barberia, 2002; Gald22 Goldring,
2002; Smith, 2003b; Ostergaard-Nielsen, 2003; Eitigl, 2003;
Vertovec, 2003; Morawska, 2003b).

They subsequently mention the researchers who &egvered the
extent to which transnational migration is a nevergdmenon or
whether it shares similarities with its precurssick Schiller and
Fouron, 1999; Weber, 1999; Foner, 2000; Smith, 200&awska,
2003b). Other studies have examined the scopeaofnational
practices among particular immigrant populationzigsohn and
Saucedo, 2002; Portes al, 2002; Guarnizet al, 2003), while an
emerging body of research has tried to explain atians in
transnational practices across groups (Levitt, 20€2gsohn and
Saucedo, 2002; Portes al, 2002; Portest al, 2003).

Four distinct traditions have been developed amscigplars of

transnational migration (see Glick Schiller and itte2004):

1) The research done by sociologists and anthropafomighe
United States: some developed a critique of thdingar
assimilationist paradigm of classical migration e@sh
(Basch, Glick Schiller and Szanton Blanc, 1994;ckli
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Schiller, Basch and Szanton Blanc, 1995; Glick Bahand
Fouron, 1999); other focused on the kinds of netadhat
stretch between a home community and its migrants
(Grasmuck and Pessar, 1991; Rouse, 1992; Smitlg; 199
Kyle, 2001; Levitt, 2001a); other determined th@aditions
under which migrants maintain homeland ties andtites

and how commonplace transnational practices inchhge
migrant population as a whole (Basch, Glick andili&ech
and Szanton Blanc, 1994; Morawska, 2003b; LeviiQ3b);
other studies revealed that a small but nonetheless
significant number of migrants engage in regulanetic
and political transnational practices (Portsal, 2002;
Guarnizo et al, 2003) and that many more individuals
engage in occasional transnational activities; setoeies
explored the relationship between migration and
development, categorising transnational migrate®a aesult

of late capitalism which renders small, nonindadised
countries incapable of economic autonomy and m#les
dependent on migrant-generated remittances (M.FthSm
and Guarnizo, 1998; ltzigsohn, 2000; Portes, 2008)er
studies focused on the ways in which exit and dastn
states continue to play a critical role in migrariges
(Smith, 1998; Goldring, 2002; Levitt and de la Psh,
2003); more recent research on the second generatio
follows the debate on assimilation, proponents loé t
classical approach arguing that transnational riagras an

ephemeral first-generation phenomenon while some
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2)

3)

transnationalists speak of new forms of transnation
connection or replace the term second generaticih wi
transnational generation to include youth in thenbl@nd
and the new land (Levitt and Waters, 2002; GlickilBar
and Fouron, 2002);

Studies realised by the Transnational Community
Programme based at Oxford University that use ahmuc
more broader definition of transnational ties, sraational
connections forged by business, the media, pqlitas
religion being all examined under the rubric of couomity
(Castles, 1998; Morgan, 199%chiffauer, 1999; Faist,
2000a;Koopmans and Statham, 20@igccio, 2001; Van der
Veer, 2001; Abelman, 2002;). This work demonstraled
migrants are embedded in networks stretching across
multiple states and that migrants’ identities andtucal
production reflect their multiple locations. Someidses
highlighted the need to distinguish between pasteoh
connection on the ground and the conditions thatlyce
ideologies of connection and community (Gomez and
Benton, 2002; Ostergaard-Nielsen, 2003);

A literature on transnational families (kinship)vééped in
the United States and Oxford to document that famil
networks constituted across borders are markecehgeayed
differences in power and status (Ballard, 2002;
Chamberlain, 200Bryceson and Vuorela, 2002);
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4) Scholars who use a transnational approach to nograo
challenge social theory in an effort to reformulatgions of
space and social structure (Guarnizo, 1997; Fa€i02,
2000b; Landolt, 2001; Morawska 2001, 2003a).

B) Potential determinants of immigrant transnatisna

The potential explanatory variables for immigramnsnationalism
(at an individual level) have usually come fromethrdifferent
theoretical lines: 1) the classical theories on tiée of the
individual characteristics in immigrant assimilatjo 2) the
contemporary theories of the contextual roots adeterminant
factor in immigrant incorporation in the host sagjeand 3) the
theory of social networks (Guarniep al, 2003: 1215).

The classical theories of assimilatiaonsider that persons who
emigrate will get ‘absorbed’ by the economic andisaultural
system of the destination society losing, therefdtesir ‘old’
cultural practices and political allegiances (Ald®85; Alba and
Nee, 1997). The main hypothesis is that, as longanigrants
reside and get socialised in the manner of thergggin country, as
higher the possibilities to be completely ‘absordegit. In terms
of political transnationalism, the hypothesis wobklthat as longer
periods of residence in the destination, as higheseparation from
the allegiances in the home country. Besides, imanig are

expected to have a single national identity and itipal
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representation in one political community. Thuspther hypothesis
Is that naturalised immigrants would get involvedatlesser extent
in the politics of their home countries (Guarnetoal, 2003: 1215-

1216).

In line with these theories, educational backgrouadhe extent to
which it favours a rapid integration and mobility the destination
country, might also lead to a breakdown of the oek® in the
home country (Borjas, 1987, 1990). Educated immigravould
tend to shift their allegiances and transfer tirgtierests toward the
destination country (Pickus, 1998). However, areesive literature
questions this assumption by considering that ethrcancreases
the overall political participation in both coumtsi In that case,
higher education would lead to an increase in migra
transnationalism (Guarnizt al, 2003: 1215-1216)

Empirical data on the relationship between genddrimmmigration
show that men and women have different views tosvéneir exit
and destination countries. Studies on Latin Americamigrants in
the United States reveal that men normally expedetcupational
descent mobility upon immigration and a loss oftusta Migrant
women tend to experience something in the oppaditection,
meaning that by immigrating to USA many of them eota work
for the first time in their life. Accordingly, Lati American
immigrant men have a stronger political perspectiad are more
likely, therefore, to get involved in transnatiomallitical activities
than migrant women. This comes mainly as a compemstor the
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loss of status in the destination country (Guarnetoal, 2003:
1216-1217).

A second theoretical line analyses how exit andirson contexts
influence migrants’ propensity towards participatio in

transnational activities. The hypothesis here &t #s bigger the
socio-cultural differences between the recentlwad persons and
the destination society, as more difficult the s of their
incorporation. Migrants that come from remote rueakas to
metropolitan areas of distinct countries would halesser
possibilities to adapt and, therefore, would tendpteserve the
connections with their home countries (Guarrezal, 2003: 1217-
1218).

United States studies show that immigrants fronaarareas who
emigrated from a generalised context of violencethieir home
country tend to look for a quick integration in tliestination
society and to avoid whatever form of active pgadon back
home (for example, the Colombians in the UnitedteS)a (see
Guarnizoet al, 1999). In contrast, immigrants that come from
small towns or rural areas and whose country isgfehare more
likely to get involved in transnational civic andlpical activities in
order to help their native communities (for exampline
Salvadorians in the United States) (see Landdltal, 1999;
Menjivar, 2000).
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Another explicative variable could be the “socialgxpected
durations” (SED- developed by Merton in 1984), megnthe
expectations held by relatives and friends aboeitpitoper duration
of the staying abroad. The main hypothesis is traporary SEDs
(normative expectations of return), to the extentvhich they will
help preserve the home networks and commitmentfhitrmcrease
migrant transnationalism. The context of receptimight also
influence the political and economic incorporata@nmmigrants. A
more negative context of arrival characterised byoacupational
descendent mobility might lead to the perpetuatibthe networks
and commitments with the home country. Transnati@gévism
could thus function as a compensatory mechanisnthi@ross of
status in the destination society (Guarret@l, 2003: 1217-1218).

The third theoretical linedescribes migration as a process that
builds up networks that influence, in turn, thetexid settlement of
newcomers when the original economic incentives ehav
disappeared (see Tilly, 1990; Massey, Goldring, Bacand, 1994).
Early departures, for example, facilitate the follog ones by
reducing the costs and risks of the initial journ@®yassey and
Espinoza, 1997). The main hypothesis is that agetaand more
spatially diversified the social networks, as highemigrants’
opportunities to get involved in political actigs and initiatives
across national borders (Guarnitaal, 2003: 1218).

54



C) Empirical link between immigrant incorporatiomto

the destination society and transnational commesiti

Many empirical studies have shown that there isnlka between
immigrant incorporation in the destination sociahd transnational
communities. Castles (2002: 7-8) develops this ioganalysing
three main approaches to immigrant incorporationo irthe
destination societyassimilation (classical immigration countries
like the United States, Canada and Australia amdes&uropean
immigration countries); differential exclusion (“guestworker
system” in European countries like Germany up ® 1870’s or
“overseas contract workers” in Gulf oil countriesdaAsian tiger

economies today); andulticulturalism

Castles (2002: 7-8) considers that transnationainconities have
much in common with the cultural diversity acceptdxy
multiculturalism with regard to “cultural mainter@n and
community formation”. Yet, transnational commurstexre different
from multiculturalism because “they maintain strotrgss-border
affiliations, possible over generations” and “thgimary loyalty is
not to one nation-state or one territory”, how naulifuralism does
assess. By maintaining allegiances with two or nr@on-states,
transnational communities might constitute a cingiée to the

nation-states.

Empirical studies show that immigrants engage imescort of

transnational activities as opposing ‘assimilationdifferent forms
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of discrimination and exclusion in the destinatisociety. These
studies suggest that the process of immigrant paration into the
destination society influences immigrant propensitparticipate in
transnational activities. Those immigrants that despersed and
almost lost in the new context, by seeking to mttbemselves
from discrimination, are less likely to participata political
activism (for example, the experience of the HagiaDominicans
and Mexicans in the United States and of the Hiadldi Pakistanis
in Great Britain) (see Glick Schiller and Fouror929 Itzigsonet
al., 1999; Robertst al, 1999).

Transnational activities, moreover, grow up in camities that are
highly concentrated and have experienced a hoséteiving
procedure from local authorities and the nativeypaion. These
highly concentrated zones create multiple oppotiesi for
transnational activities. The increased externascrdnination
makes immigrant communities to look in within andgaents,
therefore, the strong contacts with the communibésorigins.
Transnational cultural activities and civic asstoias offer an
important tool of defence against the external iiysiand may
protect the personal dignity of the threaten ose® Glick Schiller
and Fouron, 1999; Itzigsotet al, 1999; Robertst al, 1999).

Other studies, on the contrary, suggest that tetitsral activities
create an alternative way of socio-economic andigall adaptation
of immigrants to the destination society and docwnhe, therefore,

against the process of immigrant ‘assimilation’ iotegration.
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Typically, those immigrants who are better estdlgidsor integrated
into the destination society, having therefore ghlr security, are

more likely to get involved in transnational adiies’>

1.6 Why Study Immigrant Political

Transnationalism in the European Context?

Most of the literature on transnational migratioashcome from
economic sociology. These studies have focused tlom
macroeconomic driving forces of global migration dhe
microeconomic practices of immigrant entreprendhbead turn into
transnational communities and resist the hegemlogic of global
capitalism (see Portes, 1996; Sassen, 1988). Amilogists and
cultural studies scholars have focused instead hen dultural
meaning of transnational networks and practiceseowl these in
turn foster enduring transnational ties (see Orgy ldanini, 1997;
Ong, 1999). The emphasis in all these studies Hasen on
economic and cultural forces explaining transmigratand the

emergence of transnational migrants.

Just few transnational scholars have made politiescentral focus
of their analysis of transnational practices. Soofiethem have

acknowledged that transnational practices are udabte

13 Guarnizo and his collaborators (Guarnioal, 2003: 1233), in their analysis
on Latin American groups in the United States hdeand that political
transnationalism is strongly associated with natioorigin and a product of
greater human capital, greater stability and expes in destination society, plus
strong social connections and enduring moral tigls Rome communities.
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determined by while also transcending the insondi and
geographical boundaries of a state (Shain, 18&#rney, 1995).
Others have offered evidence of the role of thetestm

reincorporating transnational immigrants or drawiog their
investments and social capital in an effort to tams a
"deterriorialised” nationhood (Basch, Glick Schilland Szanton
Blanc, 1994). Despite some more recent researctianisnational
political practices (Itzigsohn, 2000; Radcliffe, Q Guarnizcet al,

2003; Ostergaard-Nielsen, 2001a, 2001b, 2003a;SvhRh, 2003;
Margheritis, 2007), political transnationalism ofrmigrants is still a
largely underdeveloped studying area within thendnational

migration field.

European comparative research on migrant transratipolitical
activities and how these, in turn, foster or inhilbhmigrant
incorporation into the polity of the destinationuotry has been
more or less absent from the political and soc@rsee research
agenda. Some scholars, however, like Soysal (1894)oppke
(1998, 2001) have tried to investigate “postnatibriarms of
political membership in European countries as aulresf an
increasing immigrant appeal to postnational norfrsuonan rights,
independently of immigrants’ period of living owkd of integration

in the destination society.
Studies on migrants’ transnational political prees and activities

have mainly come from the United States and thecareh

perspective has been quite different from that sstbpn Europe
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(Rogers, 2000). Some important research aspectsnigfant
transnationalism have not been yet investigate&lrppean-based
studies. First, there is much less attention to reséarch available
on political transnationalism in Europe than on dliger side of the
Atlantic and this has less to do with phenomenamtsdence than
to “the extent to which it is observed and the tozdi context in
which it is observed” (Ostergaard-Nielsen, 20018).6

Second, European-based research has tended to foous
immigrants’ political participation in destinatiarountry, meaning
immigrants’ efforts to better their situation inethdestination
country like obtaining more political, social andoaomic rights,
fighting marginalisation and discrimination and @o (see Soysal,
1994; Baubdck, 1994; Joppke, 1998, 1999). Henemstrational
ties or networks have been included more as a daubke analysis
of political integration than as a phenomenon m awn right.
United States-based studies, instead, have mantyséd on the
mobilising role of the home country like particulpolitics and
initiatives towards citizens and former-citizensrasgnl to attract
more economic and political resources, or the |lou#htives from
abroad and cooperation with local organisations assbciations at
home (see Mahler, 1998, 2000; Landalal, 1999; Guarnizet al,
1999; Itzigsohn, 2000; Menjivar, 2000; Levitt, 2@)1Guarnizoet
al., 2003; Levitt and de la Dehesa, 2003; Smith, 20R8benblum,
2004;). There are fewer studies that emphasiserdlaionship

between immigrant transnationalism and destinastetes (see
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Glick Schiller and Fouron, 1999; ltzigsoleh al, 1999; Robertet
al., 1999; Portest al, 2002; Guarnizet al, 2003).

Third, there is a difference in the level of anayfOstergaard-
Nielsen, 2001b: 8). There is more local-to-locditdm up research
of political practices in the United States thanBorope where
researchers are more interested in those pradiz#sare more
directly related to national ideologies and pobci€Smith and
Guarnizo, 1998; Levitt, 2001). There are next to stodies of
hometown associations among immigrant groups in t&vies
Europe although these might be situated at thee@fteconomic,
political and socio-cultural trans-local activitieven if in a less
institutionalised shape. Researchers continue ¢asfaheir interest
on the main ethnic, religious or party politicajanisations.

United States-based anthropological studies haggested that
transnationalism represents a generalised phenomemong
contemporary migrant communities that has beenldped as an
alternative to traditional ways of assimilationamsnationalism was
described as a permanent back and forth movementhich
immigrants live concurrently in two or more soastiand cultures.
This leads to the emergence of “deterritorialisedimmunities
(Baschet al, 1994). This approach, by focusing on transnationa
entrepreneurs or political activists and excludatiger immigrants
not involved in these actions, has created a metbgatal problem
that of selecting on the dependent variable. Aliigrants were

seen as “transmigrants” and transnationalism wasestimated in
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its purpose, as an alternative to assimilation, andts general
spread. Its possible absence in everyday life ohymienmigrants
was thus overlooked (Levitt, 2001; Kyle, 2001; Guao et al,
2003; Portes, 2003).

Subsequent comparative quantitative and qualitadiuelies have
shown that regular or occasional participation angnational
activities is not a universal practice (Portdsal, 1999; Portest
al., 2002; Orozco, 2002; Guarnisb al, 2003; Portegt al, 2007).
Although immigrant remittances or visits back hommgght be
considered as particular forms of transnationalishey cannot
justify per sethe development of a new concept. There are schola
who consider that immigrants have always been wrewlin these
types of activities with their countries or comntigs of origin
(Waldinger and Fitzgerald, 2004).

Migrant transnationalism as a new phenomenon andegt in the
migration field is based on the regular activitesoss national
borders of only a minority of the members of th@eyal migrant
population (Guarnizo and Smith, 1998; Landolt, 20BLiarnizoet
al., 2003). It nevertheless provides us a new themaetens for
seeing and studying what might have always beere thet could
not be seen before (R.C. Smith, 2003b). However,remo
comparative qualitative and quantitative studiegransnationalism
are needed in order to formulate different causathanisms, to
test subsidiary ideas and hypotheses and deteitaiaetual forms
and extent, determinant factors and consequencesefs and
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aggregate official statistics) or its generatioriednsmissibility
(longitudinal information) (Portest al, 1999; Portest al, 2007).

This thesis adopts an interdisciplinary approachth® study of
immigrant political transnationalism by drawing tireoretical and
empirical studies in sociology and political scienclt is a
comparative research study of the transnationatigadl practices
and activities of different national/ethnic immigtaassociations in

Barcelona. Chapter 2 presents the proposed thealretiodel that
will guide the investigation.
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2. THE POLITICAL TRANSNATIONALISM OF
IMMIGRANT  ASSOCIATIONS. PROPOSED
THEORETICAL MODEL *

2.1 Introduction

In general terms, whatever scientific researchystlbuld respect
at least two conditions in order to be valued bg #gtholarly
community: 1) it should introduce a relevant orpiontant’ question
from a political, social or economic point of vieand 2) it should
make a real contribution to what has been writtenesearched in
the academic world, so the collective capacity itwe gscientific

explanations of some aspect of social reality camease (King,
Keohane and Verba, 1994: 15).

The first condition leads the researcher to theweald of political
and social phenomena and to the present and pastdref the
events and problems that influence people’s liresther words, in
order to determine if a research question fulfiigs tcondition a
researcher has to evaluate its social and polisicadificance. The

second condition directs a researcher’s attentiothé academic

* In this chapter, the term ‘theory’ is used as aplanation of observed
regularities. | do not refer here gwand theorieghat operate at a more abstract
and general level but rathertaiddle range theoriegMerton, 1967). According
to Merton, grand theories are of limited use inrastion with social research as
they offer few indications to researchers as to bmage might guide or influence
the collection of empirical data. Middle-range thes, unlike grand theories,
operate in a limited domain and are much moreyikelbe the focus of empirical
enquiry.
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literature in social and political sciences, tlsatto those intellectual
paradoxes not yet formulated or that still havééosolved, and to
the scientific theories and methods offered to lvesthem (King,
Keohane and Verba, 1994: 15).

In this chapter, I first formulate the researchgjioms and examine
the socio-political and theoretical relevance a$ tiesearch subject.
Then, | present the alternative theoretical models¢riptive and
causal hypotheses; dependent, and independenbleariainit and
level of analysis). The descriptive hypothesis hattimmigrant
associations have different degrees of engagemenpolitical

transnationalism (some might engage in politicahsnationalism
and at different levels of intensity, and some th®). The causal
hypotheses take into consideration structural detemts like the
political opportunity structure in home country atige socio-
economic level of development of home country, asmdo

organisational characteristics like the social meks, the type of
immigrant association, year of foundation, soureefunds, etc. |

end the chapter with a summary of the proposediieal model.

2.2 Research Questions

This is a comparative research study on the palitic
transnationalism of different national/ethniorigin immigrant
associations in Barcelona. The main objective &f thivestigation
is to analyse the transnational politigadactices and activities of

immigrant associations in Barcelona, more exadite various
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forms of direct and indirect (via the political fitstions of the
destination country or international organisatioregpss-border
political participation of Barcelona’s immigrantsagiations. | seek
to establish what forms, scope and intensity cherse the
political activism of immigrant associations acrosdional borders
and to determine the organisational and strucfacibrs that shape

this kind of transnational political participation.

The research questions of this investigation aeddhowing:

- Are there any politically transnational immigrant

associations?

- Which are these associations and what forms, semge

intensity characterise their political transnatism?

- What are the main determinants of this kind of tpoal

activism?
Are there any patternedifferences across different national origin

immigrant associations in the incidence and forohspted by this

phenomenon?
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2.3 Socio-political relevance of the research

subject

Social science scholars generally portray immigrant
transnationalism as a growing phenomenon. Althougmerically
limited, this phenomenon involves an increasing bemnof people
and has an important impact on both immigrant adegt in
destination countries and the development prospedtsexit
countries and communities. The rise of differentmfe® of grass-
roots transnationalism (transnationalism from bélofters new life
options to people either in their own countriesrothose to which
they migrate. There are scholars who believe thaissgroots
transnationalism has the potential of underminmgme one of the
fundamental premises of capitalist globalisaticat ik, labour stays
local while capital becomes global (Portes al, 1999; Portes,
2001).

The possible implications of grass-roots transmatism have been
summarised on the basis of the existent empirivdeace, in three
substantive propositions: 1) the emergence of traienalism from
below is driven by the very logic of global capgah; 2)
transnational communities, though they follow weslablished
principles of social network development, represephenomenon
at variance with conventional expectations of inmang
assimilation; 3) grass-roots transnationalism, e&sddriven by the
dynamics of capitalism, has greater potential fsra of individual

and group resistance to dominant structures or ay of
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development of exit countries than alternativetegi@s (see Portes
et al, 1999: 227-230; Portes, 2001: 186-191).

The first proposition relies on the evidence thag increasing
demand for immigrant labour in the advanced coestprovides
the appropriate conditions for the rise of tranemetl enterprise. At
the same time, a significant number of immigramtd their home
country counterparts mobilise themselves for pmitiaction or
transform the character of local religious and wnalt forms of life
through their continuous cross-border exchanges Pseteset al,
1999: 228; Portes, 2001: 187-188).

Today immigrants are less likely to get good jobghe industry
sector but rather low-paid jobs in agriculture acimg and domestic
services with few possibilities for advancemene(Sassen, 1998;
Roberts, 1995). These precarious and discriminatayditions
stimulate them to look for better strategies o¥aal and resistance
among which knowledge and access to goods andcesracross
state borders represent an important one. Techicalogdvances in
transport and communication facilitate these crdssrder
connections and exchanges. As such, a new clagarshational
entrepreneurs, cross-border political activists, ciccoultural
reformers or hometown associations emerges tol thié distinct
but complementary needs of migrants and home cpuntr
populations (Portest al, 1999: 228).
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The second proposition questions the well-estadtishissumption
in migration literature that, by time, immigranéntl to assimilate in
the host society (see Alba, 1985; Alba and Nee,719%oday’s

empirical evidence demonstrates the existence ok-bad-forth

migrant movements and regular exchanges of goodd an

information between origin and destination coustrieor
communities. This transnational field, created pntemporary
migrants, amount to an alternative way of immigradaptation in
the advanced world. Rapid acculturation is not amgma
precondition to economic success and social statosjigrants
being able to develop their life expectations tigtouhe social
networks established across state borders (seeriGpldl996;
Guarnizo, 1997).

The process of integration to the destination ayuaf both first-
and second- generation immigrants can be alteregiious ways
by transnational activism. One possibility is thaticcessful
transnational entrepreneurs finally return homlentatheir families
along, and invest in land and ‘retirement houses’ their
communities of origin. Another more interesting gibgity is that
transnational activities like economic and politicatiatives based
on strong social networks with the country of arignay actually
go together with and support successful adaptation the
destination country where practices of labour miaskeloitation
and discrimination continue to exist. Empirical dmamce

demonstrates that immigrant transnationalism i®@sted with a
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more secure economic and legal status in the @tistmcountry
(Portes, 2001; Guarnizt al, 2003).

Though there is still no clear evidence that ecanoon political
transnationalism is transmitted inter-generationékee Portes and
Rumbaut, 2001; Smith, 2001; Fitzgerald, 2000), thislvement
may have durable effects on second generation thwtugh its
influence on the socio-economic integration of ptseand through
their efforts to create bridges between their chitddand the culture
and communities left behind (Portes, 2001: 189-1P@yents may
try to pass on to their offspring both their trassonal skills and
assets, perpetuating this social field across g¢ioes. All these
alternatives may transform the assimilation assionph migration
literature, with major consequences for both exitl @estination
countries (Portest al, 1999: 229).

The third proposition relies on the emergence ahgnational
networks in defence of labour rights and standarg®or countries
that become an increasing threat to the internakierpansion of
capitalism (see Piore, 1990; Fields, 1990). Mare more people
start to confront the new capitalist world econorttyough
resistance or through designing their own econoatiernatives
(see Sassen, 1988; Guarnizo, 1992; Portes and 0O&@4).
Aggregate immigrant remittances often exceed ttheevaf the exit
country’s national exports or the development a@tived from
rich countries. Domestic industries like residdntianstruction can

become severely dependent on migrants’ acquispiower and
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demand. As such, small transnational enterprisescegated to
cover the needs of both migrant and homeland ptpofa At the
same time, more and more returned immigrants stastnesses
with capital and knowledge accumulated abroad (Ge&rnizo and
Smith, 1998; Levitt, 2001a; Robesdsal, 1999).

On the other hand, governments of exit countrigensify their
contacts with their nationals living abroad andoiwe them in
national life through dual citizenship and dual iowslity laws,
rights to vote in national elections or even repn¢stion in national
legislatures, emigrant target agencies and progesnseeking to
provide them various services. National parties agnuditical
movements in exit countries establish offices itresi with major
migrant concentration and conduct regular fundngisiand
campaigning. Migrants become increasingly importemt home
governments not only as sources of remittancegsinvents, and
political contributions and support, but also as tepbal
‘ambassadors’ or lobbyists in defence of natiométrests abroad
(see Guarnizo and Smith, 1998; Landolt, 2001; @Qatad-Nielsen,
2001a; Smith, 1999; Itzigsolat al, 1999; Levitt, 2001a).

Transnationalism is important not only for natiodal/elopment but
also for local development. Empirical data demaistthat towns
and rural communities in exit countries that arppsuted by civic
hometown associations or committees abroad arerlmttin terms
of physical infrastructure (from church repairs paved roads,
health centres and water and irrigation device=) (sandolt, 2001).
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Local economies and traditional authoritarian peditmight be
revitalised, respectively changed, by the growingnemic power
of migrants’ hometown associations and their demting
influence (see Fitzgerald, 2000; Levitt, 2001a).

2.4 Theoretical relevance of the research

subject

As mentioned in Chapter 1, most studies on trarsmatmigration
have come from economic sociology and those corinorg others
fields like social anthropology or cultural studieave not made
politics the central focus of their analysis ofnsaational practices.
Moreover, a political science perspective on imaugr
transnationalism has been more or less absentanstholarly
literature. At the same time, social movement tiesoor studies on
transnational networks have been scantily emplayédnsnational

migration literature.

Empirical studies in transnationalism have relibdast exclusively
on case studies, This has led to an extensivefligualitative and
ethnographically—based literature (Mahler, 199599t 9Grasmuck
and Pessar, 1991; Portes and Guarnizo, 1991; | eX01la;
Guarnizo, 1998; R. Smith, 1998; Goldring, 1996;c&iSchiller et

al., 1995; Glick Schiller and Fouron, 1999, 2001; Bast al,

1994, Wolf, 1997; Mitchell, 1997; J. Lin, 1998; QntP99, etc.).
While undoubtedly valuable, these studies invayiaddmpled on

the dependent variable, pointing out those who taket in
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transnational activities, to the exclusion of thosko do not
participate. Intermittent activities like occasibrtaps home or
sporadic financial contributions to a home courgplitical party
help strengthen the transnational field but dojuostify per sethe
emergence of the new concept. A new class of imanigrhas to be
identify, the so-calledransmigrants like economic entrepreneurs
or political activists who undertake cross-bordetivities on a
regular basis in order to legitimate a new field of invgation
(Glick Schiller and Fouron, 1999; Portetsal. 2003).

On the other side, most comparative research onranmtig
transnationalism has come from the United Statasyfean-based
comparative studies on this issue being quite scared poorly

developed. The extent to which this phenomenorbbas observed
in Europe and the political context in which it Heeen investigated
has been fairly limited. For example, the exit exthas not been
systematically analysed as an important determinanit

transnational political practices, the focus oknest being instead
on the destination context as one important vagiablimmigrant

integration (Rogers, 2000, Ostergaard-Nielsen, B0RA03a).

European-based research have mainly focused orefthets of
migrants’ transnational political practices or t@simproving their
situation in destination country like obtaining raggolitical, social
and economic rights, fighting discrimination and @o. In turn,
United States-based studies have shown the signifiole of the

exit context as a mobilising factor (Ostergaardkdéie, 2001b,
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2003a). These studies have focused on the politexasnationalism
of migrants or refugees from Central and Latin Aicgeresiding in
the United States and emphasised the activatirgaioh deprived
human development context or of a poor level of denatisation in
exit country (see Portexdt al, 2007; Itzighson, 2000; Landadt al,
1999).

In Europe, maybe because of the important rolengieeissues of
policies of reception and integration, studying anenigrant group
in several countries has been the main researdoagpto migrant
transnationalism. Particular politics or initiattv@f home country
governments toward their nationals or citizensnliviabroad that
attempt to enhance countries’ economic and politesources can
also play a significant role, especially if theywvadoehind symbolic
appeals and provide real help for their migrantsoadh. In these
cases, the direction and objectives adopted by grant

transnational activities can be significantly imfhced by official

home state politics (Ostergaard-Nielsen, 2001b,3200Smith,

2003b).

Various United States-based studies have showrdifiatences in
transnational political participation depend on #hat context of
different immigrant groups: those coming from ruaieéas, whether
immigrants or refugees, tend to form non-politibametown civic
committees in support of their original local conmiies;
immigrants coming from more urban areas commonlgobe

involved in the political and cultural life of thecountries as a

75



whole, especially if political parties, religiousnda cultural
institutions there seek to maintain an active mfice on their
expatriates (see ltzigsohn, 2000; Itzigsohn andc&im 2002,
Mabhler, 2002; Guarnizet al, 2003; Escobar, 2003; Smith, 2003b;
Levitt and de la Dehesa, 2003).

There is also a difference in the level of analyse&tween the
European- based and the United States-based reseatfisile
European studies on migrant political transnatisnalhave mainly
focus on national ideologies and policies, the ebhiStates studies
have closely looked at local-to-local bottom upitpzdl practices of
immigrants. Hometown associations in Western Eurapemain
transnational actors though in a less institutiseal manner have
not been given much attention, the main ethniggicels or political
party organisations representing instead the famfusnterest of
European researchers (Smith and Guarnizo, 1998ergastrd-
Nielsen, 2001b, 2003a).
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Table 2.1 Research approaches to the study of immmant
transnationalism

General panorama of research studies on immigrantransnationalism

Most studies from economic sociologyewer studies from sociology, politigal
social anthropology or cultural studiesscience,  social movements  |or
interdisciplinary studies

More accent on economit.ess studies on political

transnationalism transnationalism

Mainly case-studies Less comparative studies
European-based research United States-based reselarc

Less research on immigrant Various studies on immigrant

transnationalism transnationalism

More accent on the destination countrilore emphasis on the exit context
as one important variable in immigrant

integration
Focus on national ideologies and Focus on local-to-local bottom up
policies practices and activities like those

undergone by hometown associationg
or committees

(Personal elaboration)

In this investigation, | attempt to test the valdiof various
hypotheses that are significant in the transnakiomégration
literature. The first one is a descriptive hypotkesccording to
which immigrant associations engage in politicaingnationalism
at different degrees. To contrast this hypothesisompare the
political practices and activities of different ingrant associations
and identify those immigrant associations that #oe not)
politically transnational. | then describe the fsfmscope and
intensity of their political transnationalism. Soweusal hypotheses
focus on the effect of structural characteristig® Ithe political
opportunity structure in home country or the lewdl socio-
economic development of home country on immigrasbaiations’
engagement in political transnationalism. Othersehinypotheses

focus on the effect of different organisationaltfes like type of
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immigrant association, social networks, number oémhbers,
sources of funds, etc. on immigrant associationgblvement in

political transnationalism.

2.5 Theoretical model

What are the descriptive and causal claims | aerésted in, and
what is the simplest model | can propose? As | maeatl before,
this systematic comparative study looks at the $prracope,
intensity, and the main determinants of the palltic
transnationalism of immigrant associations. It gfi@re compares
the transnational political activism of differentheic/national
origin immigrant associations in Barcelona. Thet wfianalysis is
different national/ethnic origin immigrant assomats and the level
of analysis is local-to-local/regional/nationalémational bottom

up political practices of immigrant associations.

A) Descriptive hypothesis and dependent variable

The main hypothesis of this study is that immigrasgociations in
Barcelona engage at different degrees in politrealsnationalism. |
depart from the assumption that not all immigrasdagiations in
Barcelona participate directly and/or indirectly time politics of
their country of origin, and on a relatively regubasis. In order to
assess this hypothesis, | define in this subchaperdependent

variable that is the political transnationalism ahmigrant
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associations, and then | specify its dimensions iadecators. In
Chapter 4, | will test its validity.

| depart from the previously discussed theoretmsispectives on
immigrant  (political) transnationalism, bringing inalso
contributions from social movement and politicalrtjggpation
literature. As mentioned in Chapter 1, Portes aisdcbllaborators
(1999) divide transnational activities into threeategories:
economic, political and socio-cultural. Such distions are very
useful but they can ignore the interaction betwdifierent kinds of
practices®> | acknowledge the interdependence among various
domains of transnational activism (political, econo, socio-
cultural, and religious) at the level of statesdiwduals or
associations that might blur empirical boundartéswever, in this
section, | attempt to construct valid and explitiéasures on the

political transnationalism of immigrant associason

A significant number of scholars have argued thattemporary
migrants maintain their loyalty and commitmentheit homelands.
These migrants turn up to be an alternative palitiorce that not
only transforms local traditional structures bwtcabpens up new
opportunities for home country communities. Trarggamts might

become agents of change who support and promotal loc

> For example, a simple immigration policy measiike family reunification
restrictions might be seen as a way of impedingdihvelopment of transnational
social ties in a more politicised debate on imntigra The (re)formulation of the
political agendas of different immigrant commurstier states into issues of
culture and religion also reveals this interconedoess (Ostergaard-Nielsen,
2001b: 3).
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development initiatives and programmes through home
associations (see Goldring, 1996; R.C. Smith, 1988nzalez
Gutierrez, 1995), as well as active political pap@ants in homeland
politics (Glick Schilleret al, 1992; M.P. Smith, 1994; Graham,
1997; Itzigsohnet al, 1999; Ostergaard-Nielsen, 2001b, 2003a;
Guarnizoet al, 2003) or direct international investors in home
countries (Portes and Guarnizo, 1991; Massey amncdta 1994;
Baires, 1997; Kyle, 1999, 2001).

Many immigrant communities continue to be an imaottpart of
the electorate of their countries of origin. Pobli parties from
these countries open up offices in major immigraettlements,
while political candidates regularly campaign amexgatriates to
gain their political and financial support (see &, 1997,
Itzigsohnet al, 1999: Ostergaard-Nielsen, 2001a, 2003a). Migrants
contribute also financially to the annual fundnagsirevenues of
home country parties (see Graham, 1997; Guareizal, 2003).
Even those people who have lived abroad for sevdweades are
accounted to maintain their engagement with themndlands either
in support of or in opposition to the governmentafiice (see
Kearney, 1995; Grasmuck and Pessar, 1991; M.P.hSrh@94;
Kyle, 2001).

Following this trend of migrants’ transnational aggment, many
home states have introduced bureaucratic and aaistial reforms
to attract and maintain the loyalty, remittancessestments and
political contributions of their nationals livingbead. Dual
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citizenship and formal political representation fationals living
abroad have been lately introduced in many couwntrisee
Lessinger, 1992; Mahler, 1998; Guarnizo and Smii®98;
Guarnizo et al, 2003). Home country governments have also
established agencies and programmes targetingetkeatriates and
seeking to provide them various state services (smett and
Wagner, 2003; Levitt and Glick Schiller, 2004). Allese home-
state government incentives give immigrants a gegowoicein the
politics of their home countries and communitie=e(Robertet al,
1999). The main question is how and to what exbemigrants
decide to take advantage of these new opporturfiiieeomeland

political action (Guarnizet al, 2003).

| depart from the assumption that political invehent, in general,
gives immigrants an opportunity to communicate rimfation to
government officials (political communities) fronoth home and
destination countries about their concerns andepgates in regard
to different political aspects and to put pressuoes them to

respond.

Immigrants who wish to take part in transnationalitigs have a
range of options: they may express their opinidmeugh various
forms of direct cross border participation in thelifics of their
country of origin or through indirect participatigaoting patterns
or lobbying in destination country as a result aftgular events in
home country) via the political institutions of thgestination
country or international organisations; they mayegime, effort or
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money contributions to home country parties; theymwork alone
or in concert with other (local, national, inteioaal or

transnational) organisations; they may engage nigtio homeland
politics but also in immigrant politics or transé@olitics. Since
different forms of transnational political partieijpon express
information to or exert pressure differentially thhe governments of
home and destination countries, it is important koeow if

immigrants take part in this, how and to what ektand which are

the main determinants of this kind of involvement.

Electoral and non-electoral (voluntary) politicahgicipation

Political participation is normally measured thrbugndicators
related to electoral activity, voting, electoral ngaign work

(working for one of the parties or candidates; pading people;
displaying preferences - campaign button, stickesign; meetings
- political meetings, rallies, speeches, dinnarg)ney contribution
to parties, candidates or any other groups thgb@tmr oppose a
candidate (Brady, 1999: 745). But there are algonf$oof non-

electoral political involvement like different fosmof protest or
participation in local development projects thatn cmfluence

elected politicians’ action (see Verbtal, 1978; Parret al, 1992;

Verbaet al, 1995).

This perspective on political action’s multidimensality has been

lately extended to the analysis of collective atopolitical
behaviour like, for example, the political partiatpn of
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associations (see Knoke, 1990; Lelieveldt and GaR006). The
study of associations and their impact on the deatiacpolitical
life has been quite scarce in political sciencendge Some political
scientists consider that associations have a pwsiitutional role
and a smaller relevance in comparison with polifiEaties. Others
consider that associations are less important mmpesison to social
movements due to their reduced capacity of molitisaand low
level of response. Robert Putnam’s famous workematracy and
social capital (1993, 2000) reconsidered the rélassociations in
the democratic political life. In this study, tresearcher refers to a
specific segment of the associational sphere thatmmigrant
associations and how these act politically at thegnational level.
Beside the classical forms of electoral participati immigrant
associations might participate in the decision-mgkprocesses
through other political channels: forms of protéke petitions,
lawful demonstrations, boycotts, lobbying, etc.jaral community
development projects, monetary contribution to aoitiropic
projects, and so on. Non-electoral activities aoditipal as they
influence national, regional and local governmegtsietermining,
for example, which public projects get financialppart from
immigrant associations, and force authorities te tanto account
the desires and priorities of immigrants. By finagc local
development projects or contributing to philanthcoprojects,
immigrants can maintain a high social status ardiga influence
in home localities (see Guarniebal, 2003: 1223-1226).
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Migrants abroad cannot force their governments gocolme more
accountable, but they can create incentives foatgregovernment
accountability through their ability to channel restrict resources
to public projects. Migrants are only likely to paout successful
projects in their communities of origin when thare mechanisms
in place that create public trust in both the asdomns and the
home state (Fitzgerald 2000: 27). Accordingly, {ocdi
transnational participation ought to include bolibctoral and non-
electoral transnational activities and practiceat tare meant to
influence the conditions in both home and destmattountries
(Guarnizoet al, 2003; Baubéck, 2003a).

Political participation is also understood \aduntary activity and
practice. Verba and his collaborators (1995: 38ek9ine voluntary
activity as “participation that is not obligatoryne one is forced to
volunteer — and that receives no pay or only toki@ancial
compensation®® | take into consideration bothctivities (doing
politics) andpractices(being attentive to politics) when analysing
immigrant political transnationalism. Beside partar transnational
political activities, | also include transnationablitical practices
like reading about home politics in newspapers atching
homeland political news on TV within the associafidiscussing
home politics (local community politics and affaireamong
association’s members, collective letters to editmr calls to radio

talk shows (those who have called in to express thews on a

'8 This definition is been elaborated from Max Webatfistinction between those
for whom politics is an avocation (occasional polins) and those for whom it is
a vocation (they make politics their major vocali(see Verbat al, 1995: 38).
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radio talk show) in relation to particular homelarmblitics,
organising or participating in public conferencasreunions on
important aspects of home politics, websites aneérmet radio

programmes focusing on homeland politics.

Dimensions and indicators of immigrant politicatisnationalism

As we could see in Chapter 1, there is a growitgrdiure in
international relations, political science and podil sociology that
refers to migrant political transnationalism inner of a possible
challenge to the normative convergence nation aaie.sPolitical
theorists like Kymlicka (2003a, 2003b) and Baub(®03a) define
immigrant political transnationalism in terms ofadlor overlapping
membership between two different and independenitiqad

communities. Transnational migrants are mainly seemliasporas
or dual citizens, though Baubdck emphasises theoitapce of
studying the effects of this form of participation the institutions
and the conceptions of membership of both destina@and

homeland polities.

Sociologists like Portes and his collaborators tg%oet al, 1999,
2003, 2007; Guarnizoet al, 2003) define migrant political
transnationalism asregular cross-border political activities
(electoral and non-electoral) connecting immigramigh their
countries of origin. Eva Ostergaard-Nielsen (200d®)3a) gives
this definition a broader meaning. Migrant transmal political
practices and activities are defined as varioum$oof direct and
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indirect (via the institutions of the host countwy international
organisations) cross-border participation of bothgremts and
refugees in the politics of their country of orighe consequently
distinguishes between four types of transnatiowéitipal practices
and activities: a) homeland politics; b) diasporalitigs; c)
immigrant politics; d) trans-local politicS.

In this study, | follow mainly Ostergaard-Nielserdsfinition and
typology on political transnationalism that | sutpsently enhance
with contributions from political science literaguron political
participation. Migrant transnational political paipation is defined
here as voluntary electoral and non-electoral ebosder political
activities and practices (homeland politics, imraigr politics and
trans-local politics) through which immigrant asstions attempt
to or exert pressure on at least two political camities (home and
destination countries), on a relatively regular i®asThis
participation can be direct like voting, membersimpa political
party, etc. and/or indirect via the political igtions of the home
country  (government, embassy/consulate) or intemnak

organisations.

Homeland politicsncludes those political activities and practicés o
immigrant associations that belong to domesticoogifn policy of
the home country/community such as opposition (gpsrt) for

existing homeland political regime and its foreigalicy goals:

7 Ostergaard-Nielsen’s typology on transnationaitigal practices and activities
is analysed in Chapter 1.
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voting; participation in electoral campaigns; mamngtcontribution
to parties or candidates; forms of protest like bphg the
government of destination country to reject or appra certain
national or foreign policy in home country, petis
demonstrations, boycotts for specific national sewmty and
security political disputes in the case of paréculnational
minorities (for example, Berbers or Western Suba®ats in
Morocco, ethnic groups in Guinea Bissau or EquatoBuinea,
etc.); human rights defence or protest actions ddecement of
human rights violations in exit country like ptits,
demonstrations, letters, etc.); informative action homeland
political issues (reunions, conferences, websitenfis, web logs,
etc.)!®

Immigrant politicsincludes those political activities and practices
that immigrant associations undertake to bettenatmnals’ legal
and socio-economic situation in destination couyngényd that are
supported by the country of origin, like obtainingpre political,
social and economic rights: voting or support foartigular
destination country political party that favoursnmgrant rights;
forms of protest in defence of immigrant rights t{jens, lawful
demonstrations, boycotts, lobbying, etc.); inforn&taction on
immigrant rights (reunions, conferences, websiterfts, web logs,

etc.).

8 |mmigration to Spain is mainly socio-economic, e include diaspora
politics in the category afiomeland politics
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Trans-local politicsincludes those activities and practices from
abroad to better the situation in local communitheve one
originates: membership in a civic hometown assmriator
committee in destination country to support homemmnities and
advance local or regional development projects; etey
contributions to community projects in home cour{tgmmunity);
contributions to charity organisations active innite country
(community); informative action on local commungy’socio-
economic and political affairs (reunions, confees)c website
forums, web logs, etc.).

Intensity of immigrant political transnationalism

Portes and his collaborators (Guraneal, 2003; Portest al,
2007) found out that transnational activities angegoften sporadic,
heterogeneous and vary across immigrant communitieth in
their popularity and character. Though a significaroportion of
immigrants engage in the transnational field, care regular
transnational activism is much less expanded thanoccasional
one. Nevertheless, it is important to distinguisitwmzen two levels
of intensity in order to evaluate the importancestidying this
phenomenon from a transnational perspectivebribad i.e. both
regular and occasional transnational activitiesl; 2ystrict, i.e. only

regular participatiort?

9 portes and his collaborators (Guarnieb al, 2003: 1226) measure the
dependent variable - the number of transnationkiiged activities - on a specific
scale. They also codify with (1) regular participat or involvement, and
occasional or no-participation with (0).
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Other scholars like Iltzigsohn (ltzigsohet al, 1999) and
Ostergaard-Nielsen (2003a) differentiate betwsamow andbroad
migrant transnational political participation aspopite ends of a
continuum of different practices. The more a tratiemal political
practice or activity is institutionalised and hagrants involved
and the more they move around to realise it, theoner it is
understood to be. Thusarrow refers to more institutionalised and
regular (political) activities and practices likehet actual
membership of parties or hometown associationshkeiodd refers
to (occasional) participation in (political) acti@s, meetings or
events linking immigrants and places of originstHis study, | use
Itzigsohn's and Ostergaard-Nielsen’s distinctiommlaen “narrow”
and “broad” migrant transnational political praescand activities.

B) Causal hypotheses and independent variables

Portes, Guarnizo and Landolt (2003: 23-24) idertifp necessary
conditions for transnational activities that do depend so much on
the empirical evidence (as the identification ofimdeterminants
and practical implications does) rather than on {tbgical
comparison with anterior migration periods, wheresth same
activities were not so evident. The first one refdo later
technological innovations (rapid flights, diaryephone contact, fax
and e-mail communication, etc.) that permit goveenta and big
corporations to accelerate the process of “tramsmaism from

above”. Common people also beneficiate from thisestablishing
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their own forms of activities across borders. Thesuiting
hypothesis is that as higher the access of immiggesups to new
technologies, as higher the frequency and scal¢ramisnational
activities. Immigrant communities with higher ecario resources
and human capital (education and professional paépa) would
register higher levels of transnationalism by hgvenmajor access

to the infrastructure that makes possible thegeites.

The second necessary condition refers to socialarks across
state borders. The common assumption is that &ghtbe distance
between communities of origin and destination, a#el the
number of transnational enterprises. Big distaniogsly higher
costs and generally more difficulties for a regwantact, thing that
would reduce the proportion of immigrants that getolved in
transnational activities. A small distance with thigossibilities of
communication would incentive this kind of actiesi But distance
barrier diminishes gradually with the replacemehttraditional
personal contact by new forms of electronic comrmatmon.
Accordingly, whatever exception to or variation the above
hypotheses would have to be tested empiricallyutiincfieldworks
in both home and destination countries (Pogtesl,, 2003: 24-25).

Apart from these two necessary conditions - tedbgiohl
innovations and the establishment of new sociavokds through
new forms of electronic communication - there aiteep possible
factors that might explain the transnational pcditiengagement of

Immigrant associations.
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As such, my main causal hypothesis is tlmgher political
opportunity structure in home countiiycreases the engagement of
immigrant associations in transnational politicadtiaties and

practices.

The concept of political opportunity structure wast introduced
by social movement scholars like Eisinger (1978 alaborated
later on by Tarrow (1989) in order to systematicalhalyse the
political context that mediates structural confligiven as latent
political potentials. More recent social movemetarature (Kriesi,
1995; Kriesiet al, 1992; McAdamet al, 1996; Koopmans, 1999;
Tarrow, 2004, 2005) points out that collective @ctproliferates
when people achieve access to necessary resowrcesdaping
from their habitual submissiveness and find theoopmity to use
them. Collective action also increases when pefgakthreaten by

costs that cannot bear or that came against thesesof justice.

The political opportunity structure (POS) (or theegnal resources
perceived by the group) is been defined as a cotyom of factors
or opportunities that enhances collective actidrese opportunities
operate as options for collective action, with aes and risks
attached to them that depend on factors outsidentbbilising

group. People choose those options for collectistgom that are
available and expected to result in a favourabteaue. Not all the
variation in levels and forms of collective actisndue to strategic

intelligence, courage, imagination, or plain ludkddferent actors
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involved in conflict situations. An important pat it is shaped by
structural characteristics of the political contemt which these
actors, willingly or unwillingly, have to act (Koamans, 1999: 97,
100). According to Tarrow (2004: 122), these (faaile)
opportunities for collective action might be: (hrreased access to
new actors’ participation; (2) instable politicalliances in the
government; (3) the emergence of influential ajli€d) the
emergence of lines of divisions among elites; (5jearease in a

state’s capacity and will to repress the dissidence

Institutionalist literature on collective action@ains the variations
in immigrant politics as an outcome of the intei@cttbetween a
group’s resources (human, social and cultural aBp@&nd the
institutional opportunity structure (I0S). The 1QSually employ
the character of state elites, governmental buratsjand the party
system to explain the rules of interaction betweetitical allies

and competitors (Schrover and Vermeulen, 2005: 8z2dolt,

2008: 55). Immigrant organisations, in particularay prosper or
vanish depending on the combination, number, atitbaaation of

institutional actors (Bloemraad 2005; Landolt, 2008).

Departing from the discussed concepts of politiesditutional
opportunity structure and also from the availakterature on
transnationalism, | develop the definition of theolifcal
opportunity structure in home country for emigralngg abroad.

Some initial dimensions of the concept political pogunity
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structure can be adapted to the new definition eveibme nof®

Accordingly, this study’s concept of political oppanity structure
in home country for nationals living abroad wouldclude the
following dimensions: 1) the level of freedom innh@ country; 2)
formal political rights for nationals living abrogdual citizenship,
external voting rights); 3) state-led policies disxl at emigrants

living abroad. Each dimension is explicitly definaslfollows.

1) The level of freedom in home countrgfers to how free
(democratic) a country is in terms of political hig and civil
liberties and thus opened to attract emigrants’agegent and
sense of loyalty. This dimension consists of a doeib average
index of political rights and civil liberties ratis in exit country that
takes the following values: 1 — “Not Free”; 2 — fhaFree”; 3 —

“Free"_21

Several scholars have shown that instable or tranal political
situation in home country may open up more opparas for

immigrants’ engagement in the politics of their otyy of origin

20 In this research study, immigrant associatioetivorks, although it might be
seen, according to Tarrow’s definition (2004), asther possible dimension of
the variable political opportunity structure, igdted as a separate independent
variable since the researcher considers that incts® of immigrant political
transnationalism this variable has a particularseheffect that has to be studied
separately. On the other side, the institutiobagproach fails to consider the
more horizontal relations between immigrant orgatiismis and other sectors of
civil society (like other migrant and non-migrantganisations in home and
destination countries) on the formation and natofeimmigrant organising,
focusing instead only on vertical contacts with ®tate and political parties
(Landolt, 2008). All these horizontal contacts Wblie examined as indicators of
the variable immigrant associations’ social netvgork

L For a detailed definition of this index, see Cleaj®t
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(see Portest al, 2007). The vulnerable geopolitical position of
many peripheral exit states, increasing povertytha wake of
structural adjustment policies, and the racial ibesr migrants
encounter explain recent trends toward extendiegothundaries of
citizenship in these countries (see Basch, Glidkl®ec and Szanton
Blanc, 1994; Itzigshon, 2000; Portetsal,, 2003).

The instability of political alliances in pluralistpolitical systems
might release new political opportunities for cotiee action. In

less democratic countries, the lack of routinelsnpetence converts
whatever sign of instability in a chance for coliee action. At the

same time, conflicts among elites might encourdigeemergence
of collective action by motivating groups with lowsources (like
economic immigrants) to assume the risks of caltectaction

or/and by animating the elite that has been exdudem power

(like diasporas) to adopt the role of “people’scaldi(see Tarrow,
2004: 118-120).

Well-established democratic governments have becaware of
the utility of having access to populations settleidewhere.
Countries like Ireland, Greece, Italy and Portubale recently
developed policies and rhetoric that embrace themmunities
abroad (see Levitt and Glick Schiller, 2004: 101Bhese states
have different instrumental grounds for regardimgirt emigrants as
a resource, such as “an interest in upgrading hucagital”, “in

attracting remittances”, or “in using immigrant cmumities to

promote economic and foreign policy goals” (Bauh@&®03a: 17).
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Democratic governments have started to devise apkavs and

policies to maintain links with their nationals aad even when
these take the citizenship of destination coundee(Castles, 2002;
Levitt and de la Dehesa, 2003; Levitt and Glickieah 2004).

2) Formal political rights for nationals living abroadike dual
citizenship or external-voting rights might als@r@ase emigrants’

access to homeland politics.

States become involved in the transnational scspaice as this
becomes more prominent, in other words, when sfaeseive the
economic and political potential of their expaiatommunities
(Portes, 1999). State-led trasnationalism refersntitutionalised

national policies and programs that attempt to egghe scope of a
national state’s political, economic, social, andrah regulation to
include emigrants and their descendents outside ratonal

territory” (Goldring 2002: 64).

The reasons and forms of state involvement mighy,viénough
there is an emphasis in the literature on statesn@mic and
political motivations to adopt transnational pa&i These
motivations might be: the economic potential of @mant
remittances, investments and entrepreneurial &esyi emigrant
communities as a potential market for home companibe
political representation abroad that can advanceneastate’s
economic and foreign policy interests; the humagntahemigrants
represent for home country; the reinforcement dionhood bonds
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by retaining the loyalty of expatriates) (see M#&hR0O0O; Levitt,
2001a; Naim, 2002; Saxenian, 2002; Levitt and dedhesa, 2003;
Levitt and Glick Schiller, 2004; Ostergaard-NielseA003b;
Margueritis, 2007).

Three state positions have been identified in nespdo emigrants
living abroad (Levitt and Glick-Schiller, 2004: 1®1024):

1) States that vary with respect to law or the degoe#hich
they extend political rights. Some states distisjlbetween
two categories of membership: citizenship and nafity.*?
Accordingly, home states employ a range of legal
distinctions to demarcate categories of citizenshipd
nationality: a) denial of dual citizenship or amyrh of dual
access to rights (for example, countries such as biad
Germany do not allow dual sets of rightd)p) dual
nationality with the granting of some legal prigés to
emigrants and their descendants but not full ditaleaship
(for example, Mexico and India); c) dual citizenshin
which emigrants and their descendants are givemigfits,
when they return to the homeland, even if they hlgd the
passport of another country (for example, Francgand,

Greece, the Dominican Republic, Brazil, Italy, and

%2 Citizenship delineates the character of a membigtes and duties within the
national polity while nationality legally demarcate category of belonging
without granting full citizenship rights (Levitt drGlick Schiller, 2004: 1019).

% Germany allows dual citizenship only fAusiedler Jews, and persons whose
countries do not allow the repudiation of citizepshHaiti, without altering
citizenship laws, considers its diaspora as agfatie Haitian nation (Levitt and
Glick Schiller, 2004: 1019).
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Portugal); d) dual citizenship with rights whileradd (for
example, the Colombians living abroad who haveritet

to elect representatives to the home-country latist)*

2) States that vary with respect to rhetoric or thadkif
ideology of nationhood that is promulgated (for raxde,
China, Ireland, Portugal, and Haiti propose a matiself-
concept based on blood ties linking residents atote
world to their respective homelands). Long-distance
nationalism encompasses various ideas about belgigat
link together people living in various geographocdtions,
and motivate or justify their taking action in rida to an
ancestral territory and its government (see Glickil&r and
Fouron, 2001a).

3) States that vary with respect to public policy lve kinds of
programmes and policies that they pursue in resgpoos
transnational migration (for example, Latin Amernca
governments implement different programmes andciadli
toward emigrants such as reforming ministerial emasular
services to be more responsive to emigrant needs;
investment policies designed to attract and channel
economic remittances; granting dual citizenship or

nationality, the right to vote from abroad, or tight to run

4 In 2000, ten Latin American countries allowed sdoren of dual nationality or
citizenship while only four countries had such ps@mns prior to 1991. Other
countries recognise dual membership selectivelth specific signatories (Levitt
and Glick Schiller, 2004: 1019-1020).
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for public office; extending state protections ervces to
nationals living abroad that go beyond consulavises;
implementing symbolic policies designed to reinéorc
emigrants’ sense of enduring membership) (see tawid
de la Dehesa, 2003).

These state positions or answers toward emigraitts regard to
law, rhetoric, and public policy might be transthie three broad
categories of migrant-sending states (see Levit@lick-Schiller,
2004: 1021-1024):

1) Transnational nation-states that treat their emigras long-
term, long-distance members and grant them dual
citizenship or nationality. The transnational migs
contribution (remittances, etc.) and participatimtome an
integral part of the national policy and the coasulfficials
and other government representatives are seenraalipa
responsible for emigrants’ protection and represent (for
example, countries like El Salvador, Mexico, Poalughe

Dominican Republic, Brazil);

2) Strategically selective states that encourage Sommas of
long-distance economic and political nationalismhwant to
selectively and strategically manage what emigreatsand
cannot do. These states offer partial and changaofages
of tax privileges and services to emigrants, erageiiong-

distance membership, but never grant the legaltgigth
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citizenship or nationality or the franchise (foraexple,
countries like India, Barbados, Ireland, the Philes,

Haiti, and Turkey);

3) Disinterested and denouncing states which treatamig as
if they no longer belong to their homeland. Migsamtre
treated as suspects because are seen as havingabddthe
homeland or even as traitors to its cause; thiscstavas
more common prior to the current period of glokzlen
(for example, Cuba’s relationship to Cubans in theted
States; Slovakia, following the Cold War, did nboa any
representation for its emigrants within the newitpmall

system).

More emigration countries have lately widen the ctpen of

political rights (double citizenship and/or extdrmating rights) as
a way of biding their emigrants to the home couraing getting, in
turn, benefits like remittances, technology transfeolitical

allegiance and cultural maintenarféeHowever, the electoral
institutions of those countries whose expatriag¢ain, for example,
the right to vote are many times criticised on Basis that long-
term (permanent) residency in a democratic statehiat should
entitle people to full political rights, regardlesistheir ethnicity and
national origin. Countries like Canada and Australthat

% Blais, Massicotte and Yoshinaka (2001: 56-57) heirt study of the
constitutions and the election laws of 63 democratuntries reveal that a
majority of countries (40) give citizens residingr@ad the right to vote and that
“stronger” democracies are less inclined to digfhase their expatriates.
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disenfranchise their citizens after five and siargeof residence in a
foreign country are seen as offering a more degradnd

democratic model for voting.

New access opportunities in home countries (fotamse, double
citizenship or external voting rights) can lead iacreasing
transnational political action of immigrant assdols. As
narrower participation access is (for example, iess democratic
country), as much likely that new openness (newtipal rights)
produces new opportunities for collective actiohelexpansion of
dual nationality (or citizenship) and the extensodrexternal voting
rights mean that even persons who are not activicipants in
transnational politics have access to those merhiperights if they
want to claim them. As an identity strategy, anestment strategy,
or even an exit strategy, multiple memberships idevthe
individual with several potential positions withspect to the state
(Levitt and Glick Schiller, 2004: 1020). Neverthede neither total
access nor total lack of access determines thenmuamwilevel of
collective action. It is rather a mix of opened ahuked factors that
influence collective action (see Eisinger, 1973; Tarrow, 2004:
117-118).

The indicator, external-voting rights, was constiedcbased on the
available information on national election systeamsl laws and
takes the following values: 1 - “no external votinghts”; 2 —
“external voting rights with some restrictions”=3'external voting

rights”. The indicator, double citizenship rightsas constructed
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using the available information on citizenship, ldtiizenship and
multiple citizenship from a survey on world citiztmp laws and
takes the following values: 1 - “no right to dudizenship”; 2 -
“having the right to dual citizenship with some egtions”; 3 —

“having the right to dual citizenshig®.

State-led policies directed at emigrants living @dml

Various empirical studies have shown that instingi such as
social service agencies, state consular officés)ietand religious
organisations determine the territorial orientatioh immigrant
practices. They can motivate immigrants to re-exdoties with
their home country, to engage in local affairs threo multilocal and
more decentred diasporic relations, to renouncest kind of
politics, or a combination of these different otaions (see
Menjivar, 1999; Kurien, 2001; Gold, 2002; Osterghhiielsen,
2003a; Levitt and de la Dehesa, 2003; Lesital, 2004; Landolt,
2008).

Individuals’ transnational activities have been coonmly initiated
as a direct reaction to governmental policies dota capitalism’s
effects in poor countries. Immigrants and their ifeas have been
trying to evade the enduring poverty resulted frms situation
(Portes and Guarnizo, 1991; Robestsal, 1999).State-motivated
transnationalism has come in subsequently withrélcegnition by

national governments of the importance of their agnate

% For more information on all these indicators, €dapter 3.
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communities. From that moment, governments have bgeg to
gather and manage the initiatives of their commemitliving

abroad.

Nevertheless, states’ engagement in the transahtsocial field as
well as the variety of home countries’ responsesgrtogration in

particular have been less studied by the migragoholarship.

States’ involvement has been commonly interpregea mesponse to
migrants’ demands and increasing capacity to osgaand lobby,
and most likely to happen in cases of massive s with a

significant political impact (for example, the Means in the
United States). Nevertheless, some home statesghhwith a less
significant or organised emigrant population, hastarted to

implement measures targeting their communitiesafto

Motivations behind home state policies have toa$s lwith the size
and organisational level of emigrant community lbather with
specific political projects (rebuilding politicaépresentational ties,
broadening support and recapturing human capitapecific
domestic agents and processes (the presidency thtre political
parties, political instability, human rights issues economic
crises), and bilateral and multilateral agreememisre or less
institutionalised (Margheritis, 2007: 88). Thesatst initiatives

contribute substantially to the development of angnational

2 The Argentinean emigration, for example, thoughéasingly significant, does
not imply large numbers, is not primarily motivateoy poverty and
unemployment, and does not have a high level ofrasgtion. However, the
Argentine government recently implemented a numisieispecific initiatives
targeting the Argentinean communities abroad (Merighk, 2007: 87).
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migrant space in general, and to the developmentaoknational
migrant organisations or associations (see Guarnit898;
Guarnizo and Smith, 1998; Portes, 2003; Poséesal, 1999;
Vertovec, 1999; Waldinger and Fitzerald, 2003; Muritis, 2007).

Home states adopt different policy packages to rpm@te or
attract the participation of their nationals liviagproad. The most
common ones are: a) “homeland politics” to encoerstgte contact
with temporary migrants and facilitate their retuamd b) “global
national policies” through which states maintaimkd with
permanent settles abroad not to facilitate theturre but to
encourage emigrants’ continued sense of membeasitipoyalty to
the home state (see Smith, 1998; Goldring, 200%2itl_and de la
Dehesa, 2003). These home state policies mightecre@hanced

opportunities for immigrants to engage in polititainsnationalism.

There is generally more convergence on the typé&oohe state
policies toward nationals living abroad (see Guaorni1998;
Itzigshon, 2000) and more divergence on how faestare willing
to guarantee an enduring long-distance membershimigrants
(see Smith, 1998; Goldring, 1998, 2002). Some facsoch as the
structural imperatives facing poor countries, ther®mic potential
of emigrant communities, and the emergent inteonati norms
might lead to convergence among states’ transradtipolicies
while some others, more nationally based, suchhassize and
organization of the emigrant community vis-a-vislibmeland, the

capacity of state institutions to make and implemeredible
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policies, or the unique role of political partiesgiht account for
divergence (see Levitt and de la Dehesa, 2003)erG#ctors like
particular emigration trajectories, type and stgbibf political
regime, economic situation, position in the worlcbmomy, and
bilateral and multilateral relations with destiaticountries might
also explain the variations in state-led policiesvdrd emigrants
(see Ostergaard-Nielsen, 2003b; Margheritis, 2007).

In this study, the dimensicstate-led policies directed at emigrants

living abroadcomprises the following indicators:

a) Ministerial or consular reforms (bureaucratic refsj:
census or studies of emigrant communities abroaits of
assistance, support programmes or ‘mobile consilébe
emigrant communities abroad; cabinet-level offidbsit
function primarily as governments’ voice on emigrat

related issues; Ministry for emigrants living alapatc.;

b) Investment policies that seek to attract or chamnigirant
remittances: investment funds with higher interestes;
matching funds for investment in public works by
hometown and home-state organisations; remittagiceiisg
agencies; measures to draw on the human capitabébr
(database of the technical skills of emigrantsntivabroad;
conferences etc.); creating home-provinces orgaorsain

destination countries;
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c) Extending state protection or services to nationaisng
abroad that go beyond traditional consular servisesvice
delivery by home states to their emigrant commasiti
abroad (programmes providing literacy training gnichary
and secondary schooling for adults through its clanes;
sending books and advisers to train educators m th
destination state, making it possible to obtain émtate’s
high school equivalency from abroad; equivalencelest
programmes, health insurance packages to covernramsj
families in home countries; business networks ideorto
promote small business development in emigrant
communities); public condemn by consulates andraitage
officials of human rights abuses committed against
undocumented workers in destination countries; omeasto
promote emigrants’ continued participation in home-
country’s life than to ease their lives in destimatcountry
(customs policies such that return migrants caromngheir
belongings, including one car per household, withpaying
taxes; housing units built and partially funded the

government specifically for returnees);

d) Symbolic policies designed to reinforce emigrasesise of
continuing membership and loyalty to the home state
sponsoring creative-writing contests among second-
generation immigrants; allocating funds to estdbtigltural
houses in areas with sizable immigrant population;

promoting hometown organisations and encouraging
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remittances seeking thus the promotion of a serfse o
political membership (Levitt, 2001a; Levitt and da
Dehesa, 2003).

The second causal hypothesantemplated in this study is that the
level of socio- economic development of home coumifluences
positively immigrant associations’ engagement in litical
transnationalism. In other words, lasver the socio-economic level
of development of home country, as higher immigas#ociations’
engagement in political transnationalism (in pafac, in trans-

local politics).

Persons migrating from poor regions to the devealojéestern
Europe have come to constitute an indispensablesai survival
for their countries and communities of origin. Thevel of
remittances sent by immigrants in the advanced tcesnto their
respective nation states (families) easily exceleeldoreign aid that
these nations receive and even match their hamdrozy earnings
from exports (Portest al, 2007: 243-244; Sandedt al, 2007: 14-
15). According with World Bank estimations, in 2008he
remittances achieved a level of 167.000 millionslofiars, with 7
millions more than in 2004. Oriental Asia and tlreeific, and Latin
America and the Caribbean were the first two reanie receiving
regions followed by South Asia, Middle East andtinaf Africa,
Europe (the developing countries), Central Asia, antimately,

sub-Saharan Africa.
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Migrants to developed countries have also stamennplement a
whole array of philanthropic and civic projects ihome

communities and countries. Empirical studies shoat immigrants
or refugees coming from rural areas tend to fornm-palitical

hometown civic committees in support of the locaditleft behind,
while those from more urban origins commonly beconwelve in

the politics and the cultural life of their couesi as a whole,
especially if political parties, churches, and wgrdt institutions
there seek to maintain an active presence among dkpatriates
(see Itzigsohn and Saucedo, 2002; Guareizal, 2003; Portest

al., 2007).

Many immigrant associations abroad whose membersitana
strong emotional ties with their hometowns suppbet respective
communities and advance local development projeetgh

considerable political implications, through cotlee (socio-
economic and political) strategies. Transnatioraivdies among
immigrant organizations possess sufficient weightaffect the
development prospects of localities and regions tandttract the
attention of home country governments (Guarn&toal, 2003;

Porteset al, 2007).

As mentioned in Chapter 1, the study of immigraans$nationalism
is still incipient (more case studies and lessesystic quantitative
or qualitative work), yet the existing data shovattimmigrants’
and home country counterparts’ initiatives mightsgess the

counter-hegemonic potential to the contemporarycgsses of
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global neoliberal capitalism. While the latter lsatb increasing
inequalities among and within nations and remaiasgdly
indifferent to the causes behind the pogroms ofpfgedrom the
Global South to the North, the activities of hommetocommittees
and other immigrant organisations strongly seelalteviate this
situation. Nevertheless, the ways by which peopheed from their
countries by poverty, violence, and lack of researcand
opportunities then turn around and seek to ovettuese conditions
by using the resources acquired abroad needs téurbeer on
investigated (Portest al,, 2003; Portest al, 2007).

The main indicator used here for measuring theabéeilevel of
socio-economic development of home country is themkn
Development Index (HDI) with its three values: lew”; 2 —

“medium”; 3 — “high”®

The third causal hypothesiss that immigrant associations’
transnational political activism varies among  diffet

national/ethnic origin immigrant groups.

Empirical data show that transnational organisatiand activism
vary among different national origin immigrant gpsy in part,
because of the entrance of home country governmientthe
transnational field and the policies that they hase far
implemented (Porteset al, 2007). Programmes and policies

initiated by home country governments toward natisnliving

8 For a detailed discussion on the election ofitidicator, see Chapter 3.
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abroad play a significant role in the transnatiosatial field,
especially if they go beyond symbolic appeals araige help for
their emigrants. In these cases, official direican considerably
influence the direction and goals adopted by gomdsr
transnational activities (R.C. Smith, 2003b).

The fourth causal hypothess that as more extended and spatially
diversified social networks as higher immigrant casstions’

engagement in transnational political practices autivities*

Sociologists have pictured migration as a self-troiging network-
building process, facilitating the departure andtlament of
newcomers and sustaining the movement when theinatig
economic incentives have disappeared (Tilly, 199@sseyet al,
1994). Cumulative causation appears when netwokksigration
perpetuate by themselves, early departures paviegway for
subsequent ones and lowering the costs and riskiheofinitial
journey (Portes and Bach, 1985; Massey and Espinbs87;
Guarnizoet al, 2003).

Moreover, immigrant social networks present two fedént
characteristics in comparison to those of the meati\l) they are

simultaneously dense and extended over long pHydistances; 2)

9 Here might come in a possible selection bias. Stwal networks of immigrant
organisations could be also strengthened by théigablactivism of immigrants
across national borders. I, however, assume tleaptimary causal mechanism
runs in the direction of social contacts leadingintonigrant political activism
across national borders: “socially isolated immigsaare unlikely to take first
steps toward transnational political participatiofgee Guarnizeet. al, 2003:
1232).

109



they tend to generate solidarity by virtue of gafised uncertainty.
Accordingly, “exchange under conditions of uncertyi generates
“stronger bonds among participants” than that which
characterised by “full information and impartiaiynforced rules”
(Portes, 1997: 8).

Departing from these theoretical assumptions, |si@Er that
transnational activities will follow the same netk«building
migration logic and that social networks of trartgyaal immigrants

would be as durable and cohesive as immigrant lsoefa/orks.

Many immigrants soon become aware that living i@ #uvanced
world is not going to improve too much their soaald economic
status. To overcome the situations of discrimimatamd social
exclusion that destination society reserves théey must activate
their networks of social relationships. At the sam®e, increasing
immigrant access and appeal to international hunnigts
instruments might expand the political channels immigrant
associations and thus facilitate their possibgitieo combine
external and internal status and affiliations. @a bther side, the
proliferation of principles of human rights and dmratisation in
foreign policy agenda of home and destination statght lead to
the creation of particular governmental and nonegomental
organisations working on human rights. These negamsations
monitoring and defending human rights may enladge s$ocial
networks of immigrant associations by assistingmhm their

transnational political activism.
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In the absence of large economic resources, cgrrgut long-

distance projects must depend on the maintenancestrohg

networks of social contacts. The larger or morefiatliit the

proposed transnational project is, the strongerstial networks
required to uphold it. The prediction is that, neth@ss of immigrant
associations’ motivations for engaging in politib@nsnationalism,
the latter will be conditioned by the size and &pascope of
immigrant associations’ networks. The absolute nermbf an

association’s ties represents the network size ewttie network
spatial scope is measured by the ratio of out-aft@association’s
contacts, including those abroad, to those in theaf residence.
The larger and more spatially diversified these Hre greater the
chances for engaging in political initiatives acrastate borders
(Guarnizoet al, 2003: 1218-1224).

The fifth causal hypothesis that the type of immigrant association
(civic, hometown committee, social or cultural) mignfluence
immigrant associations’ engagement in transnatiopalitical
activities and practices. The theoretical expentsti are that
particular types of immigrant associations (for repée, civic
associations) tend to perform more transnationkligead activism.

Recent empirical studies of immigrant communitieshe United
States suggest that the predominant type of immigraganisations
involved in transnational activities are the cieictities that pursue

an agenda of national scope, based on severatfgajetheir home
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country. Second in importance are hometown comesti@hose
scope of action is primarily local. Next are socaencies that
provide health, educational, and other servicesnimigrants, but
which are also engaged in their home country. Tdiged are
commonly better-financed organizations since thattget includes
funds for social services provided by destinatiamiaipal, county,
and state governments. Transnational political risgdions are
rather a minority and they are represented amongicplar

immigrant groups (Portest al, 2007).

2.6 Unit of analysis

Immigrant transnationalism involves individuals, eith social

networks, their communities and institutional stases like local

and national governments. The existent researefalitre tends to
mix these different units of analysis, referringmnstimes to the
achievements of individual migrants, other times the

transformation of local communities in home cowedror to the
initiatives of home countries’ governments to attrthe loyalty and
resources of their respective expatriates. Thiddda an increasing
confusion on the concept and its meaning (Poetesl, 2003;

Porteset al, 1999).

Although scholars like Castles (2002: 2) argue thate and more

immigrants recognize themselves “as members ofstraonal

communities based on a common identity with thekethnics in
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the ancestral homeland and other migration degimst>® Portes
and his collaborators (2003: 19-20) consider thdgr
methodological reasons, the appropriate unit ofyaisin studying
“transnationalism from below” is the individual ahés/her social
networks. Other units of analysis like communitiegonomic
enterprises, political parties, etc., can also carte analysis but in
subsequent and more complex phases of researcbrdkr to
understand the structure of transnationalism aneffects in a more
efficient way, it is important to study the histoaynd activities of
the individuals. These data would help us to defime networks
and thus identify the counterparts of transnati@matepreneurs and
activists in the country of origin, and to recotlesformation for

establishing the aggregate effects of these aetvit

Less well-studied is the wide range of collective
organisations/associations among immigrants deirejop number
of projects in their respective countries and comities of origin,

as well as the initiatives undertaken by these camties and even

nation states to motivate and channel the mataniélhuman capital

%0 Although community boundaries are ambiguous arijestito negotiation by
members, Stephen Castles (2002: 5-6) suggests eha transnational
communitiesfor “groups based in two or more countries, whhgage in
recurrent, enduring and significant cross-bordetiviies, which may be
economic, political, social or cultural”. Only tre@groups whose “consciousness
and regular activities transcend national bordemséke up transnational
communities. Consequently, he identifies four typ@$ transnational
communities: (1) transnational business communitiasd multinational
corporations; (2) transnational political commuesti (3) transnational cultural
communities; and (4) transnational social commasitiAs we can see, Castles
does not distinguish between ‘“transnationalism frombove” and
“transnationalism from below”.
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contributions of their expatriaté$This study aims to bring in more
and new information on the transnational activitedsimmigrant
groups through a systematic analysis of immigrasgoaiations’
transnational political action. The data gatherdows us to gain
better understanding of the forces creating andasusg these
associations and to test preliminary hypothesesitaihe effects of
exit contexts, social networks and types of assiocia on the

character of immigrant political transnationalism.

Immigrant associations

The arena of political decision-making and poli@rnfiation in
representative democracies is filled by variouseredt groups,
intermediary organisations and civic associationsgcial
movements, voluntary associations, all of them texgrinfluence
through lobbying or by participating in consultaibodies. The
array of these forms of social organisation is debki endless
varying from political parties, trade unions, busa and
professional organisations, welfare and charityaoigations to
service clubs, community associations, churchesitspsocial and
leisure clubs, scientific, educational, youth, keahnd cultural
organisations (van Deth, 1997: 1).

31 portes, Escobar and Walton Radford (2007) underéakystematic survey of
immigrant organizations between three Latin Amarigaigin immigrant groups
in the East Coast of the United States. The praidipcus of their study is on the
implications of the phenomenon for local and natlotievelopment in sending
countries.
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Robert Putnam (1993, 2002, 2003), in his work ociadccapital,
emphasises the significant role of the associatioifa in
representative democracies. Participation in agoos is seen as a
structural indicator of the existence (or abserafe3ocial capital.
Other political scientists like Hirst (1992, 1994) Cohen and
Rogers (1992, 1995) underline the democratic fonctiof
associations, regarding them as real schools ofodery. The
associational life, apart from its consequencethemormative and
attitudinal structure of citizens, might also irdhce the behaviour
of its members. As such, associational engagemecteases
political debate and participation (Almond and \&rth963; Olsen,
1972; Verba, Schlozman and Brady, 1995; van De®Q7)
Associations might also have a distributive roletabuting to the
increase or descent of social inequalities (Verde and Kim,
1978; Verba, Schlozman and Brady, 1995).

Sociologists have traditionally seen participatinorassociations as
an indicator of social and political integrationaffons, 1969).
Scholars in sociological and historical institutdiem regard
associations as important sources of influence éppwather than
mere channels for individual participation (Skogpd002).

Associations’ function could be purely political these can turn
into real sources of power and public influence.caéxdingly,

associations could shape public opinion and devpldgic agenda
issues, exert pressure in order to include cersaipjects in the

political agenda, or participate in the processds pablic
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deliberation by representing the excluded or malgad voices
(Warren, 2001).

Economic and political restructuring in developeéaférn societies
has produced an array of new modes of exclusioaudmg
unequal access to public resources and policy rgakirhis
situation particularly affects the members of imraig and ethnic
minority groups (Vertovec, 1999). New forums, typex
representation and modes of immigrant participatiane emerged
to bring about more democratic developments sudimgna range
of public policies in destination countries (inclugl education,
housing, health and social care) or social devetypmrogrammes
in home countries/communities. Immigrant assoamtis just
another form of social organisation attempting méluence and
adjust the political decision-making and policy nf@ation in
representative democracies in accordance to therests of

immigrant groups.

Immigrants’ role and social position, their formsexclusion and
possibilities of inclusion have recently stimulatedich rethinking
on concepts like citizenship and pluralism, as waslbn basic ideas
concerning the nature of democratic civic socieBal{rendorf,
1994; Van Gunsteren, 1994; Habermas, 1994). Nawegis of
citizenship, such as “transnational citizenshipa@Bock, 1994;
Castles, 2005), “multicultural citizenship” (Kyroka, 1995),
“differentiated citizenship” (Young 1989, 1990), €orrepublican
citizenship” (Van Gunsteren, 1994), “cultural cgiship” (Turner,
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1994), “postnational citizenship” (Soysal, 1994)“oosmopolitan
citizenship” (Held, 1995), are proposed as a wayesblving the
questions posed by contemporary forms of plurahsh the modes

of exclusion that have arisen with them.

Most of these new forms of citizenship seek to motel.H.
Marshall's (1949) classic notion of “social citizdmp” and to
explore new meanings of membership and participatiitizenship
comes to refer to an array of rights, duties antvides of
individuals and groups that reflect their own iets with regard to
public sphere decisions affecting life opportursitiguality of life,

and/or representation in society (Vertovec, 2003).

Several scholars like Brubaker (1992, 1995), Layti@mry (1992,
2004), Baubbtck (1994), Kymlicka (1995), Vertove®4?, 2001,
2003) have focused primarily on the politics of imgmation,
citizenship and minority rights in Europe. As a ules many
academics, policy institutions and politicians havately
emphasised the need for policy reassessment antll&iron in
terms of issues like enhancing the modes of immidgethnic
minority participation. For some of them, re-defigi citizenship
means dismantling certain forms of representaticiavour of more
participatory frameworks and mechanisms fosteringaigr group
involvement (Vertovec, 2003).

Migrant associational sphere fulfils an importawierin the process

of immigrant labour integration in the destinatioountry and, in
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particular, in the course of immigrant adaptationat new social
context. Immigrant associations provide immigrantseful

information about the destination country and theisteng

opportunities there, assist them in their basicdeeand in the
integration process. By being networks of immigsafitnded on
cultural, linguistic, ethnic, religious, etc., resglance, and by
perfectly combining the relational forms importedrh homeland
tradition or culture with the modern modes of inrorganization
adapted to the destination country, these assocsgmbecome active
bridges of dialog between the destination societyd ahe

immigrants.

Immigrant associations are many times more pronengage in
political activism that the general population asations. The
former might actuate with higher frequency as imeediation
vehicles between foreign citizens and the politime@na®® At the

same time, more and more immigrant associatiomsfok example
hometown and civic/cultural immigrant associatitwsd up trans-
local connections and engage in transnational ipesct and
activities (Orozco 2000a, 2000b, 2002; Sorensor2P0rte<t al,

2007; Caglar 2006). As such, immigrant associatiomnght turn
into rights demanding associations in respect tth boome and

destination countries, they may ask for social teghnd legal

%2 An empirical study on the political integration mfimigrant associations in
Madrid demonstrate that immigrant associationsnamee likely to participate in
political activities than the general populations@sations (Gonzalez and
Morales, 2006).
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recognition to improve immigrants’ situation in tieation country

or they may participate in homeland politics.

The unit of analysis of this research study is ignamnt associations
of different national/ethnic origins whose membesside in the
metropolitan area of Barcelona. This category ideki civic,

hometown committee, social and cultural associatioranalyse if
certain types of immigrant associations in Barcalaould be

regarded as transnational political collective exto

An entity, in order to be transnational, must hasaxial and
political bases outside its target state or sodi&grrow 2001: 11).
Transnational associations are those whose aimsetndties are
partially or totally located in countries othersamhwhere their
members reside (Portest al, 2007: 12-13). Accordingly, a
transnational immigrant association must have $aoid political
bases outside the country/community of origin {&syet state or
society), so in the destination country/communigmd conduct
political activities and practices in the countorumunity of origin.
By transnational political immigrant associationgefer here to
those immigrant associations established in oneeidor
country/community that get involved with regularity various
forms of direct and indirect participation in theligcs of their

country of origin.
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2.7 Level of analysis

In methodological terms, this research study isucstired in
function of two different levels of analysis: (1)et contextual or
macro (home-state oriented — the political oppatyustructure and
the level of socio-economic development in homentgy; and (2)
the organisational ormeso (migrant association oriented -

characteristics and organisational networks).

2.8 Summary of the proposed theoretical model

Table 2.2 Theoretical model

Transnational Political Practices and Activitiedmimigrant Associations
Unit of analysis Immigrant associations (civic, hometown committasgial agency,
cultural, political, professional, religious, edtioaal, sportive, economic
etc.)
Level of analysis Multilevel (bottom up)
Electoral: Non-Electoral:
- voting; - forms of protest like petitions,
- participation in demonstrations, boycotts, appeals
Dependent electoral campaign; to international human rights
variable: - money contributions organisations etc.;
Immigrant to political parties, - informative and debating
associations’ candidates or any activities;
transnational other groups that - local community development
political support or oppose a projects;
practices and candidate - monetary contribution to
activities philanthropic projects, etc.

120



Homeland politics

- political
activities and
practices of
immigrant

associations,
which belong to
domestic or
foreign policy of
the exit country:

- opposition (or
support) for
existing homelang
political  regime
and its foreign
policy goals

Immigrant politics
-political activities
and practices thg
immigrant
associations
undertake to bette
co-nationals’ lega
and socio-
economic situatior
in the destination
country, and tha
are supported b
the country of
origin:

- obtaining more
political,  social
and economig
rights;

- fighting
discrimination and
marginalisation

t

r

Trans-local politics - activities

and practices from abroad

better the situation in locd
community where one
originates:

- hometown associations
committee created i
destination countries to suppd
the respective communities af
advance local developme
projects;

- contributions of
participation in local
philanthropic projects; etc.

to

D

to

DI
L

rt
nd
Nt

Intensity

Broad: occasional
institutionalised
participation
occasional

events linking

forms
(regular
activities
practices like meetings d
immigrants projects)
and places of origins)

and non-Narrow: continuous and institutionalise

(0]
an

rnational

forms of participation (only
j activities and practices like association
angdcontinous involvement in home count

regula

elections or in diverse civ

2d
r

S

Iy
c

Independent
variables

The political opportunity structure in home countay level of freedom; b
new political rights for emigrants (dual citizenshéxternal voting rights)
c) other state policies directed at emigrants g\atroad.

The socio-economic level of development in homentgu the human
development index (HDI)

The social networks available to immigrant assomiest a) size (absolut
number of an association’s ties); b) spatial sdémEal and non-local).

D

The type of immigrant association: civic, hometoesommittee, socia

agency, cultural, political, professional, religipueducational, sports

economic, etc.

Dy

(Personal elaboration)
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3. RESEARCH DESIGN, SAMPLE, DATA AND
DATA SOURCES

3.1 Introduction

This thesis consists of a qualitative research ystidimmigrant
associations’ political transnationalism. The stuelsaluates both
descriptive and causal hypotheses in order to aealyis kind of
political activism. In this chapter, | specify thesearch design, the

sample construction, the methods, and the dataatadsources.

From an epistemological point of view, there aresitelly two
approaches in social sciences on the query whathenot to
embrace natural sciences’ research model (methoas)the
positivism underlines the importance of using natural science
methods, and focuses on explanation; thg interpretativism
focuses on comprehension and interpretation, gedtsethe use of
natural sciences methods. There are also two positin social
sciences when considering if, from an ontologieahpof view, the
social reality is something objective, externalthe individual or
something constructed: #)e objectivisnregards social phenomena
as external to the individual, independent of l@sxistence; b) for
the constructivism social phenomena are a result of social
interaction (all social reality is a constructedality). These
approaches have led to two distinct methodologpeispectives

and traditions in social sciences, the quantitadive the qualitative,
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which have influenced the design of the vast mgjarf research

studies.

Although quantitative and qualitative researchegehaeen usually
regarded and situated on the opposite sides ométhodological
field, authors like King, Keohane and Verba (19®fyman (1988)
and even Corbetta (2007) consider that both typessearch are
legitimate and utile. The two methodological lireeem to be very
different at a first view and there are many reseans who try to
confront them like, for example, the ‘pure’ quaaltiKists or, in our
terms, the quanti (positivist epistemological assumption; the
objective is to explain and make causal inferenesél a high
number of cases, to generalise and find empiriegularities)
versus the‘pure’ qualitativists or, in our termsthe quali |
(interpretativist epistemological assumption; thiejeotive is to

observe and understand).

For King, Keohane and Verba (1994: 3-7; 7-9), betyles of
research (quantitative and qualitative) could bstespatic and
scientific if they are guided by the same inferantogic. Their
book “Designing Social Inquiry: Scientific Inferemin Qualitative
Research” shows how to design qualitative (smaltajlies so that

they satisfy the rules of scientific inferenteA qualitative,

% The researcher is aware about the possible ceiligo King, Keohane and
Verba’'s book (and methodological approach) thatewesunited in a review
symposium published ifthe American Political Science Revjeé88(2), 1995: the
crucial role of conceptual framework formulation Bocial inquiry; many
researchers in the area-studies tradition do nek generality of explanation
because they hold that outcomes are highly detedny the “context” in which
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guantitative or methodologically mixed researchdgticould be

regarded as scientific if this fulfils four basequisites:

1. The research objective is to formulate descrip(wéhat?
Who? How?) or explicative inferences (Why?) basedha
empirical information that we have on the world;

2. In order to generalise and analyse the data, tlleads have
to be explicit, codified and public thus they cae b
evaluated,;

3. The conclusions are uncertain so, a certain degfreé@ubt
is inherent to science;

4. The methods are at the core of science.

Bryman (1988: 109) too considers that the diffeesnibetween the
two types of research are not epistemological htier technical.
As such, the best research studies tend to combimee
characteristics of both methodological traditiomgn though this is
not always a necessary requirement. Corbetta (Z®8621), in turn,
although he recognises the legitimacy of both nefeatyles,
believes that these are different not only fronmeehhical point of
view but also epistemological. For him, the twoegsh styles
represent the direct and logical expression of tdistinct

epistemological perspectives, two different paradigthat imply

politics get played, this itself no subject to adbte analysis; the selection criteria
may be different when theory is strong as opposeshen theory is weak; better
theory (and not increasing the number of obsermajionight permit inferences
from fewer cases, allow restrictions on the indeleen variable, and may even
profit from judicious selection on the dependentiatde; the importance of
combining quantitative and qualitative approackss,

125



different ways of understanding the social realitye research
objectives, the role of the researcher and thenteahinstruments.

However, all these authors would agree that instme research
study we could find data that we can analyse szl and other
relevant data that we cannot analyse with quamganethods. In
order to understand a social world in a continuchenge, we have
to work with information that is easy to quantifgdaother that is
not. We cannot afford the risk to renounce at nohthis type of
information. It is not only possible but also somet necessary to
combine both types of research and use quantitas/evell as
qualitative methods and data to interpret and éxpilae social

reality.

3.2 The research design

In comparative transnational research literatueepaually find two
basic ways of studying immigrant transnationalieme is studying
the transnational activities of the same immigignoup in different
local/national contexts (see Ostergaard-Nielse®1a0 Landoltet
al., 1999; Itzigsohn and Saucedo, 2002; Landolt, 2088¥ the
other is studying the transnational activities tfedent immigrant
groups in the same national/local context (Poeesal, 2002;
Guarnizoet al, 2003; Portegt al, 2007; Waldinger, 2008).

This comparative research study attempts to idetii€ common

and specific elements of the transnational politeetivities and
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practices of various immigrant associations in Bkmga. Thus, it
focuses on cross-border political activities of fehént

ethnic/national origin immigrant associations irr&dona.

3.3 Sampling

A) Population sample

The ethnographic evidence analysed in this studyased on
fieldwork conducted between 2006 and 2008 in thardpelitan
Area of Barcelond? The big urban conglomerates are the zones
where more immigrants arrive ultimately, princigatbecause of
increasing work opportunities. Barcelona is theoedametropolitan
area in Spain, after Madrid, and one of the magasuof immigrant
concentration. The year of reference for the sarsplection was
2005.

After the Il World War, Europe has been a land rafmigration,
national policies being fairly liberal during th®30s and 1960s,
before becoming more restrictive from the 1970s anow From
early-1950s to 1973, emergent industrialised caemtrlike
Germany, France, and the UK started to run shottaledur and

recruited workers from less industrialised coustrigke Italy,

% The General Territorial Plan of Catalonia defike Metropolitan Area of
Barcelona (MAB) as an area of 3.236 km2 that cosegria total population of
4.392.393 inhabitants distributed in 164 municiptiat are structured in 7
comarcas(Barcellonés, Garraf, Alt Penedes, Baix Llobreyéllés Occidental,
Vallés Oriental y Maresme) (see Roca and FullacB664).
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Portugal, and Spain, and also from their formeowigs like North
Africa, the Caribbean and the Indian subcontinentrothe case of
Germany, from adjacent countries like the formegdalavia and
Turkey. Over this period, net immigration to WesteEurope
reached around 10 million (compared to 4 millioriween 1914
and 1949) (Stalker 1994, 2002; Setél, 2000; Appleyard, 2001).

Between 1974 and mid-1980s, Western Europe cldsediobnrs to
further labour immigration because of the econoragession, and
expected guest workers to leave. These workers hadgver,
established themselves and preferred to stay. Nigratarted to
choose other destinations like Italy and other toes of Southern
Europe. The economic incentives of joining the pPean
Community made Greece, Portugal and Spain moracétte to
immigrants. Between mid-1980s and 2001, the palitupheaval
in Eastern Europe brought on to Western Europe stwds of
people fleeing conflict and seeking asylum. Othewgde from other
regions were also drawn on by the asylum hope. Fi&89 to
1998, more than 4 million people applied for asylumEurope,
from which 35 per cent were from Asia, and 19 pentcfrom
Africa (Saltet al, 2000). The pressure grew and Western Europe
started to tighten up its borders but more peopkdtto enter
illegally, either travelling on their own initiatvor with the help of
smugglers (see Soét al, 2000; Appleyard, 2001; Stalker, 2002).

The most significant factors behind this increase migratory

movements beginning with the 80s have been the omcin
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resurgence of the continent and the disintegratibnhe former
Soviet Union. On the other side, the economic ceio@ or the
destruction of traditional modes of life jointly thi the natural
disasters and armed and political conflicts deteeaiimany people
from North Africa, Latin America and Asia to fle® WWestern
European countries in search for enhanced econamic social
opportunities. Mediterranean countries like Spaialy, Portugal
and Greece have changed from countries of emigrédicountries
of immigration. Since the 80s, Spain, has convertself in a
destination country, registering a significant irgnant increase
beginning with the 1990. In 2003 and 2004, Spaicob®e one of
the main European Union immigration countries asitg Portugal,
Italy and the UK (Solét al, 2000; Lorca-Susino, 2006).

According with Eurostat, in 2004 the stock of fgregrs (i.e., not
nationals of their country of residence) in the dpgan Union
reached almost 25 millions, around 5.5 per centthe&f total
population®* Though immigrant trends in the European Union have
been changing over time, present statistics shaw ithmigrants
come primarily from the Maghreb countries (MaurigarMorocco,
Tunisia, Algeria and Libya), West Africa, Turkeynda South
America, and to a lesser extent from India, andtdfasEurope.
These immigrants tend to settle primarily in Gergdfrance, the
United Kingdom, Spain, Italy and the Netherlandsr@a-Susino,
2006).

% The European Union is formed by 25 countries veith approximate total
population of about 450 million people. Source: EMBIAT, “Statistics in
Focus: Population and Social Conditions 8/200&p://epp.eurostats.cec.eu.int
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The total foreign population (persons with othetiorality than
Spanish) registered in 2006 more than four milljareund 10 per
cent of the total population, the vast majority @ogn from
European (communitarian and non-communitarian) 8%3.
countries, followed by American (36.9%) , Africah8(9%) and
Asian (5.3%) countries. Immigrant men and womenaaincame to
equalise their proportions, thing that has deteethimany scholars
to talk about a process of feminisation of the eoworary
migration (see Table 3.1).

Table 3.1: Foreign population by sex and region ofiationality.
Spain 2006

Nationality Total % Total Men Women

EUROPE | 1.609.856 38.8 842.163  767.69
UE (25) 918.886 22.2 481.64( 437.24

Non-EU 690.970 16.6 360.52] 330.44
countries

AFRICA 785.279 18.9 533.78( 251.49
AMERICA | 1.528.077 36.9 700.571  827.50p

< OoOr o

\\J

Central 126.966 3.1 52.154 74.812
America

North 51.149 1.2 24.065 27.084
America

South 1.349.962 32.6 624.35% 725.61p
America

ASIA 217.918 5.3 137.234 80.682

OCEANIA 2.363 0.1 1.276 1.087
STATELESS 673 0.005 443 230
Total 4.144.166 100.0 | 2.215.469.928.697

(Personal elaboration; Source: the National Stegisinstitute, INE, municipal
registration).
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From the 17 Spanish autonomous communities and tiwee

autonomous cities (Melilla and Ceuta) that compthse Spanish

State, Catalonia registered the highest numbeoreign population
in 2006 (22% of the total foreign population) (Sesble 3.2).

Table 3.2: Foreign population by sex

communities. Spain 2006

and autonomous

Autonomous Total % Total Men Women
Communities
Andalucia 488.928 11.8 266.149 222.719
Aragon 105.361 2.5 58.648 46.711
Asturias (Principado 30.258 0.7 13.963 16.324
De
Balears)(llles) 167.751 4.0 86.433 81.31¢
Canarias 233.447 5.6 120.811 112.636
Cantabria 23.834 0.6 11.826 12.004
Castillay Leon 106.159 2.6 54.409 51.75(
Castilla-La Mancha 132.725 3.2 74.100 58.624
Catalunya 913.757 22.0 504.858 408.899
Comunidad Valenciana 668.075 16.1 360.384 307.691
Extremadura 24.467 0.6 15.146 12.32]
Galicia 73.756 1.8 35.531 38.225
Madrid (Comunidad 800.512 19.3 402.294 398.218
De
Murcia (Re)gion De) 189.053 4.6 113.888 75.16%
Navarra (C. Foral De) 55.444 1.3 29.971 25.473
Pais Vasco 85.542 2.1 43.494 42.044
Rioja (La) 35.037 0.8 20.171 14.866
Ceuta 3.078 0.1 1.521 1.557
Melilla 3.982 0.1 1.899 2.083
Total 4.144.166 100.0 2.215.469 1.928.697

(Personal elaboration; Source: the National Siegidnstitute, INE, municipal

registration)
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Among the Catalan Autonomous Community, Barcelona
represented in 2006 the province with the highasther of foreign
population (71% of the total foreign populationr fmore than
Girona (13%), Tarragona (11%) or Lleida (6%) (sabl& 3.3).

Table 3.3: Foreign population by sex and provinceatalonia
2006

CATALUNYA Total % Total Men Women
Barcelona 645.737 71 351.517 294.220
Girona 116.284 13 65.249 51.035
Lleida 52.633 6 31.813 20.820
Tarragona 99.103 11 56.279 42.824
Total 913.757 100 504.858 408.899

(Personal elaboration; Source: the National Stegidhstitute, INE, municipal
registration)

The foreign population came mainly from Latin Anzam, African,
European and Asian countries. The Latin Amerid@entral and
South America) represented in 2006 by far the Ergamigrant
group in the province of Barcelona (41.3% of thealtdoreign
population), followed by the Africans (23.4%), thleuropeans
(21.2%) and the Asians (11.8%) (see Table 3.4).
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Table 3.4: Foreign population by sex and nationalit. Barcelona
Province 2006

BARCELONA Total % Total Men Women
EUROPE 137.263 21.2 73.1613 64.095
UE (25) 87.430 135 | 47.818  39.612
Non-European 49.833 7.7 25.35( 24.483
countries
AFRICA 151.202 23.4 99.0438 52.159
AMERICA 280.303 43.4 127.811 152.492
Central 25.183 3.9 10.184 14.997
America
North America 13.746 2.1 6.513 7.233
South America 241.374 37.4 111.172 130.262
ASIA 76.450 11.8 51.208 25.242
OCEANIA 481 0.007 262 219
STATELESS 38 0.005 25 13
Total 645.737 100.0 | 351.517 294.220

(Personal elaboration; Source: the National Stegidnstitute, INE, municipal
registration).

Each Spanish municipal registration office estglss continuous
statistics on the foreign population with the messidence in that
municipality. The data are revised periodicallyfumction of the
number of arrivals and departures. According to Ithenigration
Law 4/2000, immigrants, once registered, have iflet to public
health and education, so they have a personaksttén declaring
officially their residenc&® In spite of a possible overvaluation
problem because of persons leaving without a ndice third
country, this form of immigrant registration seetode less biased

and more real than other foreign population staistMoreover,

% Home Office (http://www.mir.es/SGACAVT/derecho/lo/lo04-2000.htul
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starting with 2003, a new law was introduced sd thanigrants
without a permanent residence permit have to resteg their
residence every two years. This measure permitttarkcontrol of

the influx and outfluxes of migrants within a muplity.

The big cities of the Metropolitan Area of BarcedofMAB) gather

the majority of immigrants independently of theduatry of origin,

thing that increases the cultural diversity of Hrea. Barcelona is
the most important city in the urban system hidrgrcmany

economic, social and territorial dynamics varying their

importance in function of their proximity to Baroek.

Accordingly, most European, American and Asian ignant

populations are concentrated in Barcelona, and tmy African

origin population is distributed between the cifyBarcelona and
other cities of the MAB like Terrassa, Mataro, Gokers or

Martorell (Roca and Fullaondo, 2004).

Historically, Barcelona has been a city of immigyat In the XIXth
century, there was an internal migration to Bancalérom other
Catalan provinces. At the beginning of the XXth toey, migrants
came to Barcelona from various neighbouring regidos to a
major improvement in infrastructure. During the 60the
phenomenon of migration acquired a significant disien and
expanded to other Spanish regions like Murcia, Augda and
Galicia. With the 80s and 90s, immigrants startedcome to

Barcelona from outside the Spanish borders (se& 3600).
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Between 2000 and 2006, the absolute value of exgidtpersons

with other nationality than Spanish (how an immigrés usually

defined by official statistics that analyse theemitional migration)

has significantly increased in the city of BarcelokVhile in 2000

the foreign nationals living in Barcelona represeid.9 per cent of

the total population, in 2006 they represented rilol6.5 per cent.

This increase of 11.6 percentage points, in onk ygars, is

extremely significant (see Table 3.5).

Table 3.5: Evolution of the municipally registeredpersons with
foreign and Spanish nationality. City of Barcelona2000-2006

Year Total Foreign | % Foreign | Spanish | % Spanish
population | nationality | population | nationality | population
December| 1.512.971 74.081 4.9 1.438.890 95.1
2000
December| 1.503.884 95.356 6.3 1.408.528 93.7
2001
January 1.527. 190 112.773 7.4 1.414.4%7 92.6
2002
January 1.582.738 167.223 10.6 1.415.515 89.4
2003
June 2004| 1.586.604 206.495 13.0 1.380.109 87.0
June 2005| 1.612.237 248.091 154 1.364.146 84.6
June 2006| 1.629.537 269.595 16.5 1.359.942 83.5

(Personal elaboration; Source: the Departmentatfsiits, Barcelona City Hall
and the National Statistics Institute, INE, contine municipal registration)
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Figure 3.1: Evolution of the municipally registeredpersons with
foreign and Spanish nationality. City of Barcelona2000-2006
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(Personal elaboration; Source: the Departmentaifssits, Barcelona City Hall
and the National Statistics Institute, INE, contine municipal registration)

In 2005, the total population of the city of Bameh was of more
than one million and six thousands persons (1.&2.2Around
84.6 per cent of Barcelona’s total population hadSpanish
nationality. The next region of nationality was Amca (7.8% of
the total population), with a clear predominancd.atin American
nationalities, followed by Europe (communitarian damon-
communitarian) (3.6% of the total population), A$#a6% of the
total population) and, ultimately Africa (1.4% ohet total
population). The number of women with European Amngerican
nationalities was higher than the number of merhwite same

nationality (see Table 3.6).

136



Table 3.6: Population by sex and region of nationaj. City of
Barcelona 2005

Region of Total % Men Women
nationality Total
Europe 1.421.981 88.2 665.650 756.331
Africa 21.862 1.4 14.651 7.211
America 126.011 7.8 57.376 68.635
Asia 41.984 2.6 28.909 13.075
Oceania 371 0.023 200 171
Stateless 28 0.002 24 4
Total 1.612.237 100.0 766.810 845.427

(Personal elaboration; Source: the Department atisiits, Barcelona City Hall,
municipal registration)

In 2005, the five most important immigrant groupsBarcelona,
from a numerical point of view, were: 1) the Ecuaaias (31.707);
2) the Peruvians (15.589); 3) the Moroccans (195;180 the
Pakistanis (14.741); and 5) the Colombians (14.268)

B) Sampling frame

The informants of this research study were seletiegkpresent a
broad spectrum of the migrant communities in Bancal | first
listed all the units in the population from whidhetsample was
selected, meaning all immigrant associations inc&ana, by
country of origin. Since | was interested in anelgsthe effect of
the exit context on the political transnationalissh immigrant

associations in Barcelona, | looked for maximumiatam in this

3" For a more detailed statistics on Barcelona’s fajmn by sex and nationality,
see Appendix A.
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key explanatory variable and controlled for thetitasion context
(or the mode of incorporation in the destinationrttoy). European
Union immigrant groups were excluded from the papah
sample, as their exit context (external voting tsgland double
citizenship rights, the level of socio-economic elepment) was
quite similar. Accordingly, | chose only non-Euraepe Union

immigrants as reference sampling groups.

| included all the existent immigrant associatidhat were then
grouped in civic, hometown committee, social anditucal
immigrant associations, according with Portes’s otggy of
immigrant associations (Porte$ al, 2007). Immigrants from 46
countries (without those members of the Europearori)nwere
organised in 2005 in associations in Barcelona2(5, the total
number of different national/ethnic origin immigtaassociations

that were recompiled from official sources was 083
C) Non-probability sample
The sample was not selected using a random seieatiethod.

Thus, some units in the population were more likelype selected

than others. Since it was an “intentional” desitjie observations

% Sources: Secretaria per a la immigracid, Genatalite Catalunya
(www.gencat.ngt person of contact: Saoka Kingolo, Responsable de
Participacio, Secretaria per a la immigracio; Aament de Barcelona, Serveis
socials — Imigrants, Extrangers i Refugiatevv.bcn.e$; Diputacié Barcelona,
Servei de Politiques de Diversitat i Ciutadaniaw(v.diba.es/diversita)/ Torre
Jussana Serveis Associatius, Ajuntament de Baraelon
(http://www.bcn.es/tjussana/  person of  contact: Victoria  Civit
(vcivit@mail.bcn.es
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for inclusion in the study were selected to enstaeation in the
key explanatory variable, in this case, a compasidex called the
political opportunity structure in exitthome coun{and any control
variables like, for example, the level of sociofomic

development of home country) without regard to thties of the
dependent variable. Selecting observations acogrdio the
categories of the key causal explanatory variabl®foa control
variable (if it is causally prior to the key causalriable, as all
control variables should be) creates no inferemoblpms (Verbaet

al., 1994: 137-140).

The first objective was to create a typology of mioes depending
on the key explanatory variable, the political oppoity structure
in home country and the control variable, the lewél socio-
economic development of home country. Differenbtggies might
be useful for different research objectives. Acougty, the
elaborated classification strategy has to be mlatéh the final
research objectiv€. The final research objective of this study was
to analyse the effect of the exit context on thesrgaand forms of
immigrant associations’ transnational activism. §huanalysed the
transnational political practices and activities afifferent
national/ethnic origin immigrant associations ebkshled in the

same local community, Barcelona.

% The typology was created in function of three fafneriteria that are
indispesable for whatever classificatory concep}: @ subcategory of
classification (Mi or Si) could remain empty: MiGt Si + 0; b) the classification
has to be exhaustive: no element of (M) or (S) @nain outside; and c) the
classification has to be exclusive: the memberévfand of (S) can not belong
to more than one subcategory (Domenech, 2001).
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The key explanatory variable, deduced from the tygses of this
research study, was the political opportunity dtreee in home
country. The target population was selected basetthe variability
of this variable. The level of socio-economic deyehent of the
country of origin was another significant explamgtdactor for
immigrant associations’ engagement in local comiyuni
development projects or in other transnational vams and
practices. Thus, the level of socio-economic dgualent of home
country was a variable to control for in the satatof the sample.

Indicators like external voting rights, double oanship or level of
freedom reflect various political aspects of exahtexts and were
used to construct a composite index, the politiocpportunity

structure in home country. The other compositexndee level of
socio-economic development of home country, coaldse bias if
not controlled for because it might be correlatathwoth, the key
explanatory variable and the dependent variable @nchight

constitute a key omitted explanatory variable (\éegb al, 1994:

199-206).

Selection criteria of relevant observations (ethmational origin of
immigrants): Establishing a country typology in étion of the key

explanatory variable and the control variable:

1. The level of socio-economic development of hamentry
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The human development index (HDI) was chosen fasueng the
level of socio-economic development of home counttis

dimensions reflect social and economic achievemeings country.
The HDI includes three dimensions of human devekum-
longetivity, educational attainment and commandro@sources
needed for a decent living - though it leaves diieo certainly
important aspects. From a human development pdrgpecthat is
a people-centred analytical framework - the HDI helsar
limitations related to the complexity of distinct interrelated
factors such as political, economic, social, leggliidemiological,
and other that could be also included in orderxplan our well

being and freedom. However, including more factor® this

numerical index is not feasible because this wowduce the
importance of each of the other variables (alreaagiuded),

oversimplifying thus the reality to be evaluatediK&da-Parr and
Kumar, 2004).

Economic freedom and political empowerment are lhssaen as
two sides of the same coin. Yet, there are sitnatiwhere it is
possible to have one without the other (for exanfhina that
does well on the HDI as a medium human developrmamtry, but
its record on human rights and political freedormaes poor).
Thus basic needs like literacy or life expectanoyld be quite high
in a totalitarian regime, while political rights drtivil liberties
could be completely absent (Fukuda-Parr and Kun2&04).
Nevertheless, the level of socio-economic developnoé home

country might determine people’s motivation to eraig in the first
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place or to engage in transnational activities pradtices and, thus,
it might give us additional insights into the pautarities of migrant

transnational activism.

How we have mentioned before, the Human Developrhahdx
(HDI) is a composite index that measures the awaatievements
in a country in three basic dimensions of humanebtigament: a
long and healthy life, as measured by life expestaat birth;
knowledge, as measured by the adult literacy natgetlae combined
gross enrolment ratio for primary, secondary antary schools;
and a decent standard of living, as measured by @dRapita in
purchasing power parity (PPP) US dollars. While toacept of
human development is much broader than any singheposite
index can measure, the HDI offers a powerful aliBme to income
as a summary measure of human well-being. The potatings go
from O to 1 and are ordered in three categoriesaiks: 1 — “low
HD” (0.0-0.499); 2 — “medium HD” (0.5- 0.799); 3“high HD”
(0.8-1.0)°

2. The political opportunity structure in home ctiyn
This variable is a constructed composite scalexitlat goes from

1 to 3, where: “1” is “low political opportunity rstcture”; “2” is

“moderate political opportunity structure”; and “&’“high political

% Human Development Report 2005, published for theitdd Nations
Development Programme (UNDP). The HDI-values inetidhere correspond to
the year 2003. The Human Development Report teaableshes the country
ratings and cutting points. Internet source:
http://hdr.undp.org/statistics/data/countries
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opportunity structure”. It was created using thpeétical indicators
in accordance to its definition that appears in #all of this

research study:

a) Level of freedom in exit country;

This indicator is a combined average index of maltrights and
civil liberties ratings where: 1) the political htg ratings reflect to
what extent the system offers voters the opporgutot choose
freely from among candidates (electoral procesd)tarwhat extent
the candidates are chosen independently of the fadlitical
pluralism and participation), the levels of accalnility, openness
and transparency between elections (functioningoeernment); 2)
the civil liberties ratings refer to constitutiorglarantees of human
rights like freedom of expression and belief, asg@mmal and
organisational rights, personal autonomy and inidial rights and,
the actual practices of fulfilling these rightstbe rule of law. Each
pair of political rights and civil liberties ratisgis averaged to
determine an overall status of: 1 — “Not Free” {8.6); 2 — “Partly
Free” (3.0-5.0); 3 — “Free” (1.0-2.5).

a) External voting rights;
This indicator was constructed using the availabfermation on

national election systems and laws. The countmpgatreflect an

4! Ereedom House Organisatidfreedom in the World 200&elected Data from
the Freedom House Annual Global Survey of PolitRights and Civil Liberties.
The freedom ratings and cutting points are offigiaktablished by thEreedom
in the World 2006eam. The freedom ratings reflect an overall judget based
on survey results. The ratings reflect global evefnom December 1, 2004
through November 30, 2005. Internet soureew.freedomhouse.org
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overall evaluation of specific voting laws for ez#ns residing
outside their country (all citizens including state diplomatic
staff, armed forces and those on vacations), vdaoiities abroad
(voter lists, specific pooling stations), and typet elections
(Presidential, Senate and Parliament). The rangoes from 1 to 3
and was adapted in accordance with the researettolgs of this
study, meaning immigrants with or without extermating rights:

“1” - “no external voting rights” (prohibited forlecitizens residing
abroad or accepted only for the diplomatic statf armed forces);
“2" — “external voting rights with some restrictigh (voting by

proxy; no specified physical place; the need tarrehome in order
to cast ballots; only in Presidential electiong); = “external voting

rights” (voting laws for all citizens residing alaay voting lists and
pooling stations abroad like embassies, consutdsther special

places; Presidential, Senate and Parliament ete}fio

b) Double citizenship rights;
This indicator was constructed using the availabfermation on
citizenship, dual citizenship and multiple citizbis based on a
survey on world citizenship laws. The country rgsinreflect an
overall judgement based on national legislationi@aarities on the
right to dual citizenship for co-nationals or o#is residing outside
the country. The ranking goes from 1 to 3 and waepted to the

42 Election Process Information Collection ProjecPIlE), 2004, Comparative
and country-by-country data on election systemsysjamanagement and
administration, a joint endeavour of Internatiotadtitute for Democracy and
Electoral Assistance (IIDEA), United Nations Devmaieent Programme (UNDP)
and IFES, an international non-profit organisattbat supports the building of
democratic societies (http://epicproject.org/)ehparliamentary Union’s internet
website (www.ipu.org).
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research objectives of this study, meaning immigranith or
without the right to dual citizenship in their cagnof origin: 1 -
“no right to dual citizenship” (in any case or onintil 18 or 21
years old); 2 - “having the right to dual citizenslwith some
exceptions” (restrictions imposed by the law of tthestination
country; special petition to or permission by tlevernment of the
home country; second citizenship is not formallgognised until
giving up the original national citizenship; onlgrfcitizens by
descendent or natural citizens; only for women wary foreign
nationals and must take the nationality of theisbbands; citizens
who marry a foreign national and acquire the citstep of their
spouse remain unofficial dual citizens; recognisiiigl citizenship
but original citizenship takes legal precedencer othe other;
limited status of sojourn for oversee nationals;esprving
nationality by birth when adopting a foreign natbty; only
children of nationals born abroad; only for natienaho acquire
foreign citizenship by marriage); 3 — “having thight to dual
citizenship” (full right to dual citizenship or spal treaty or

agreement with Spaitiy.

%3 UNHCR, The UN Refugee Agency, Research/EvaluatRefLeg—National
legislation. Internet sourcewww.unhcr.org Government reportCitizenship
Laws of the Worlda non-commercial collection of information abaitizenship,
dual citizenship and multiple citizenship basedharextensive and well-produced
survey of world citizenship laws that was produdsdthe Office of Personnel
Management of the US government in 2000/2001, msa@urce for dealing with
multiple citizenship issues. Internet source: wwultiplecitizenship.com.
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c) State-led policies directed at
emigrants living abroad;

This indicator was constructed in function of vasdorms of state
involvement in migrants’ transnational social spaagch as home
government bureaucratic reforms in response to ramig
heightened importance to policymakers, differenvestiment
policies to attract or channel migrant remittangesitical rights for
emigrants living abroad, state services abroacvice delivery to
emigrant communities to symbolic politics aimed rainforcing
emigrants’ sense of loyalty and long-term membersBecause of
a low rate of responses from embassies/consulttissjndicator
could not be properly measured and thus included tha
construction of the composite index, the politiagbportunity
structure in the home country. Nonetheless, theorimétion
received was used to complete the information alkel on this

independent variable.

Using the above constructed indexes, the leveloofoseconomic
development (HDI) and the political opportunityustiure (POS) in
the country of origin, | developed a specific cayrtypology as a
previous step to the sample selection. The typoleay constructed
using three cutting points (the distance valuggroding the values
of both scales, socio-economic level of developnard political
opportunity structure. | obtained nine possiblesgaties: 1) high-
high; 2) high-moderate; 3) high-low; 4) moderatgkhi 5)
moderate-moderate; 6) moderate-low; 7) low-high; Bw-
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moderate; 9) low-low. The case summary by typolagythe

following:

Table 3.7 Country typology

Typology Countries Total
High HD and High POS Argentina, USA, Australia
3
High HD and Medium | Israel, South Korea (Rep. Of Koread),
POS Chile, Uruguay, Mexico
5
High HD and Low POS Rep. of Panama 1
Medium HD and High | Romania, Ghana, Philippines, Per,
POS Colombia, Honduras
6
Medium HD and Ukraine, Morocco, Tunisia, Brazil,
Medium POS Dominican Republic, Venezuela,
Ecuador, Bolivia
8
Medium HD and Low Russian Federation, Republic of
POS Congo, Algeria, Equatorial Guinea,
Sudan, India, Bangladesh, Lebanon,
China, Syrian Arab Republic,
Pakistan, Occup. Palestinian
Territories, Libyan Arab Jamabhiriya,
Nicaragua 14
Low HD and High POS Senegal 1
Low HD and Medium Nigeria, Mauritania, Cote d’lvoire
POS 3
Low HD and Low POS | Guinea Bissau, Dem. Rep. of ©ong
Cameroon, Angola
North Korea (Dem. Rep. of Korea 5
Total 46

(Personal elaboration)

| controlled for the variable socio-economic legédevelopment of
home country in order to assure unit homogeneituri@ries were
classified in three main groups in function of theee values of this
variable. Thus, from the first group of countrieghwhigh socio-

economic level, | selected countries with high, evate and low
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political opportunity structure. From the subseduenoup of
countries with moderate socio-economic level, esid countries
with high, moderate and low political opportunityusture. From
the last group of countries with low socio-econoieiel, | selected
countries with high, moderate and low political oppnity
structure. The minimum number of countries thatld¢dave been

chosen was nine.

The variation in the values of another possiblelaxgtory variable
that is the type of immigrant associations (civitpmetown
committees, social agency and -cultural) — anothetergial
explanatory variable — was also taken into conati@n in
constructing the sample. Thus, | included in the@a population
those countries from each group of the above cocts country
typology that had the maximum variation in the tygammigrant
associations. The selected countries were: Argantigruguay,
Panama, Peru, Morocco, Ecuador, Equatorial Guimekistan,

Senegal, Nigeria, and Cameroon.

D) Profile of the selected immigrant groups

Since 2000, the Spanish population has increaggfisantly due
mainly to an augmented life expectancy rate (7¢ed's, 2, 5 more
than the medium of the UE-25) and a raise in imatign (from 0,
9 million in 2000 to approximately 4 million in 26 The vast
majority of immigrants have come from poor regidike Latin

America, Africa, the Non-EU region and Asia. Despof this rapid
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immigration increase in the last years, Spaintisased in the pro-
medium of the OECD (Organisation for Economic Ceagion

and Development) countries. The migratory flows disributed
heterogeneously in the Spanish territory, the pitopo of

immigrants being the highest in the Baleares Idafib, 9%),
followed closely by Madrid (13, 1%), Valencia (1&%), Murcia
(12, 3%), Catalonia (11, 4%) and La Rioja (11, 3%)the rest of
the autonomous communities, the immigration ratevier than the

Spanish medium of 8, 7 per ceaat.

Overall, immigration has had a positive economicpaat
explaining not only over 50 per cent of the Spai@$bP increase of
the last five years but also an increase in thenme per capita (in
more than 600 euros) due to a more elevated immtigra
employment rate (almost with 6 points) in compariso that of the
natives. Other notable economic indirect effects ar positive
impact on the activity rate of the natives (1/3tlé increase in
women’s activity rate due to the immigrant worktire domestic
sector) and a more flexible labour market (a twomfsodecrease in
the structural unemployment rate due to the immigveork in less
desirable sectors, their higher geographical mgbiland their
downward pressure on the increase in real incole)present,

immigrants are net contributors to the Spanish avelfstate and

“ “Inmigracién y Economia Espafiola: 1996-2006", MibBebastian, Director
of the Economic Office of the President of Governmé&5 of November 2006,
Madrid.
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supply with approximately 0, 5 per cent of the G public
surplus4s

The Latin Americans: Argentineans, Uruguayans, Remes,

Peruvians and Ecuadorians

Over the last decade, migration from Latin Americauntries to
Europe, especially to southern European countries $pain and
Italy, has grown significantly. These countries éaquickly

changed from being countries of immigration durihg nineteenth
and twentieth century (especially Argentina, andatiesser extent
Brazil, Uruguay, Cuba, Mexico and Chile) to cousdri of

emigration starting from the 80s and 90s. Betwe29bland 2003,
the number of Latin American immigrants with a desice permit
in Spain has increased from 92.642 to 514.485,gardi that

achieved the level of 986.178 at the end of 2403he main

reasons behind this increased flow of people frbase regions to
Europe have been the increasing poverty and thenoeto

recession, together with more strict immigratiomtcols and visa
regimes in the United States after 11 Septemberl 2(&e

Solimano, 2003; Pellegrino, 2004).

“ Ibid.

“® These figures are likely to be much higher if doafionals and immigrants in
an irregular situation are also counted. With th@=2regularization process and
the family reunification policy the number of Latdmerican immigrants has
raised to 1,215,351 at the end of 2007 (Obsen@mt&ermanente de la
Inmigracion, nimero 15, enero 2008; http://extreogamtas.es).
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The demographic profile of Latin American migrants Spain

illustrates a young population, highly feminisedofmen constitute
over half of all Latin American migrants), with higates of labour
force participation, relatively high levels of edtion and elevated
levels of remittances. Over one billion US$ aret semually from

Spain to Latin American countries (and one billfoom the rest of
Europe). These figures are expected to grow furtdremwith an

improving in the remittance services and an in@dasthe Latin

American diaspora. Overall, the cultural and lirsgiai affinities

between EU (Spain) and Latin American countriesrsiefacilitate

the integration of immigrants coming from theseiosag. However,
with the growing migratory flows, the proportion lodtin American

migrants in irregular situation has also increased the human
trafficking (in children and women for sexual expdtion) between
these regions and Europe has become a severe rmproblere is

also an increasing preoccupation over brain draomf these
regions as Europe seeks to recruit mainly highiflesk migrants

(see Pellegrino, 2004).

Tables 3.8 and 3.9 present a summary of the mairacteristics of
the Latin American immigrant groups and of theiucwy of origin.
The cultural similarities between these groups tred systematic
structural differences between their countries 0fio provide a
suitable background for analyzing the forms andumeatof their
political transnationalism, and to predict the pbi impact of this
phenomenon in home countries and communities (sgedet al,
2007).
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Table 3.8: Country of origin of Latin American immigrant
groups

Cont/ LA ARG URG PER ECU| PAN| SPN
Nat (1)

Pop. (2) - 38,75 3,46 27,9y 13,23 3,1* 4306
Urban pop. 90.1 92.5 73.9 618/ 57.2 765
(3A)

HDI (3B) - 0,863 0,84 0,762 O,759 0,804 0,928
HDI Rank (3C - 34 46 79 82 56 21
Pop. below - 14.3 3.9 37.7 40.8| 17.6 10.1*
pov. line (3D)

Level of - Free (2) Free (1) Free | Partly | Free |Free (1
freedom (4) (2.5) |free (3)| (1.5)

(Personal elaboration)

(1) Continent and nationality: LA: Latin Americal§RG: Argentina; URG:
Uruguay; Per: Peru; ECU: Ecuad®AN: Panama; SPN: Spain.
(2) Population (in millions in 2005): “El estado ldmundo 2006. Anuario
econdmico geopolitico mundial”’, Ediciones Akal, S.2005. The population
figure for the Republic of Panama corresponds @BZUNDP).
(3) “Human Development Report 2005.” United Natioi3evelopment
Programme (UNDP).
(A) Urban population (% of total). 2003. Data araseéd on national
definitions of what constitutes a city or metropemti area. Data refer to
medium-variant projections;
(B) Human Development Index. 2003. It focuses ardhbasic dimensions
of human development: a long and healthy life @fpectancy at birth);
(C) HDI Ranking. 2003.
(D) Population below poverty line (% $2 a day). @2903. Data refer to the
most recent year available during the period spetifln Spain the value
refer to those living below 50% of median incom@99-2000.
(4) Level of freedom (combined average of politicghts and civil liberties).
The freedom ratings reflect global events from Delger 1, 2004 through
November 30, 2005. Freedom House Organisationdbraén the World 2006.
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Table 3.9 Profile of Latin American immigrant groups in Spain

Cont/ LA ARG | URG PER ECU| PAN SPN
Nat (1)
Total imm. 986.178 82.412| 24.272 | 82.533 357.065760 -

Gen. reg. Re$826.695 49.950| 16.369 | 73.676 348.052382 | -
)

Com. res. (3) | 159.48332.462| 7.903 | 8.857| 9.013 37§ -

% Women 54,34 49,17 481% 52,28 51,p1 59,42 |-
Av. Age (4) 32 36 36 35 30 36 -
Empl. (5A) 69,5 - - - - - | 49,12k

Sec. edu. (5B) 54,7 - - - - -

Tec. Prof.edu. 7 - - - - _

(50)

Univ. (5D) 15,4 - - - - -
Arrived 55 - - - - - -
between 2000

2002 (5E)

Res.in BCN [159.022 13.811| 5.229 | 22.417 54.586 131 -
(6)

Remit. (7) - 117 15 189 795 3 -

(Personal elaboration)

(1) Continent and nationality: LA: Latin AmericaARG: Argentina; URG:
Uruguay; Per: Peru; ECU: Ecuad®AN: Panama; SPN: Spain.
(2) General regiome of residence
(3) Communitarian residence
(4) Average Age
(5) Encuesta de migraciones 2003. Instituto NadidacEstadistica (INE). A
possible overestimation of these indicators foraAas INE estimates this
indicator together for Asia, Oceania and statgbesple.

(A) Employment rate (% ages 16 and above).

(B) Secondary education (% ages 16 and above).

(b) Technical-professional education (% ages 16 ansgebo

(c) University degree (% ages 16 and above).

(d) Time of residence in Spain (% between 1 and 3 years
(6) Anuario Estadistico de Inmigracion 31.12.200®bservatorio
Permanente de la Inmigracion.
(7) Bilateral remittance estimates using migrawcks (millions of US$).
Ratha and Shaw (2006) “South-South Migration andmiRances,”
Development Prospect Group. World Bank
(www.worldbank.org/prospects/migrationandremmitajices
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The Africans and the Asians: Moroccans, Equatowalineas,

Senegalese, Nigerians, Cameroonians, and Pakistanis

Though African and Magreb (Morocco, Argelia and iBia)
immigration to Spain has decreased from 2000 t&bZ8@m 60%
of the total migration population in 2000 to 35%2i@05), while the
Latin American immigration has considerably inceshsn this
period (from 20% in 2000 to 60% in 2005), AfricandaMagreb
immigration to Spain continue to be an importargués for the
Spanish migration policy. Since the 90s and tharnmegg of the
XXI century, Spain in cooperation with other EurapeUnion
countries has progressively enforced its bordetk Wirica to stop
the illegal immigration coming from Magreb and Sté@haran
Africa (Sandell, 2006).

In spite of this law enforcement, the African immaitjon to Spain
has substantially increased between 1999 and 4684, 174.400

immigrants to more than 700.000, though to a lopae than the
Latin American immigration. The Asian immigratiorash also

registered a significant increase during the sarmagog@, from

47.300 in 1999 to 186.200 immigrants in 2005. Vthincrease of
about 22 per cent between 2004 and 2005, the AmidnAfrican

immigration, and also the non-EU immigration augtednmore

rapidly than the total immigration to Spain. Theéadseem to show
us that tougher state border security measuresotatop the illegal
immigration from African and Asian countries (Sahd2006).
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The “push-pull factor” migration theory explainsigshmassive
movement of people from poor to rich countries erms of
increasing labour market competencies due to a iggHw
urbanisation, a rising active population and a lalkshortage in the
country of origin (push factors), and also in termo§ better
economic opportunities like a higher GDP per cagitathe
destination country (pull factors). Other macroentves to
emigrate might be the migration legislation in tHestination
country that can be more or less permeable. Therealso more
individual factors that certainly influence a persodecision to
emigrate like personal education and wealth, or ilfanand

friendship networks in the destination country (&h 2006).

Empirical data demonstrate that there is a positieerelation
between, on the one side, an increasing activelatiguol leading to
higher labour market competences and the incraasaigratory
flows and, on the other side, a growing urbanisaieading to
higher labour market competences and the incraaseigratory
flows. At the same time, a decrease in the PIBgagita in poor
countries (or, as a pull factor, an increase inR# per capita in
rich countries) relates positively with the incream migratory
flows from these countries (Sandell, 2006). | cdesithat the
determinant aspect that pushes a person to leallegehicountry (a
decision with high costs) is for certain an impasieed socio-

economic situation in her/his home country.
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The African and Asian immigration does not seergasg to stop,
on the contrary, the prediction is that it is goitegggrow in the
nearby future due mainly to the push factors intidason
countries. One way to ease the African and Asiagratory
pressure on the European borders is to employ rabserption
mechanisms of legal migration rather than contrechanism of
illegal migration from these regions. This paradiginange in
migratory policies relies on the fact that legagration is not only
a way of improving immigrant situation in the destion country
but also of improving the life of those left behirttirough
immigrant remittances or through socio-economicperation and

solidarity action between poor and rich countries.

The demographic profile of the African and Asiargrants in Spain
illustrates a young population, less feminised é@tén the case of
Equatorial Guinea, where the percentage of migmomen is
relatively high) and with lower rates of labour derparticipation
and lower levels of education than the Latin Amemiemmigrants.
The level of remittance is in general lower tharthie case of the
Latin Americans, except for the Moroccan immigrantsose level
of remittance is the highest by difference amongiramigrant
groups. The cultural and linguistic differenceswen Spain and
African and Asian countries do not seem to fadditdoe integration
of these immigrants though we can talk about aeraltimigration
(like the Moroccan immigration) that that from Lat#\merica. On
the other side, with the growing migratory flowise tproportion of

African and Asian migrants in an irregular situatioas increased
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and the human trafficking (clandestine cross-borelecouraging

extortion and sexual exploitation) between thegeores and Europe

adds to the gravity of this problem.

Table 3.10: Country of origin of African and Asian immigrant

groups

Cont/ AFR | Eq.G| MOR| CA | SEN NIG | AS| PA | SPN
Nat (1) M K

Pop. - 0,50 | 31,48| 15,7 11,66 131)5 - 157.| 43,0
(2) 3 94 6
Urban - 48.0 57.4 59.9] 57.9 55.5 4| 341

pop.

(3A)

HDI - 0,65| 0,631 | 0,50| 0,458 | 0,453 - 0,52 0,92
(3B) 5 0 7 8
HDI - 121 124 148 157 158 - 135 21
Rank

€19

Pop. - - 14.3 50.6| 67.8 90.8 65.6 10|1
below *
pov.

line

(3D)

Level - Not | Partly | Not | Free | Partly | - Not | Free
of free free free | (2.5) | free free | (1)
freedo (6.5) | (4.5 (6) 4 (5.5)

m (4)

(Personal elaboration)

(1) Continent and nationality: AFR: Africa; Eq.GEq. Guinea; MOR:
Morocco: CAM: Cameroon; SEN: Senegal; NIG: Niger&: Asia; PAK:
Pakistan; SPN: Spain.
(2) Population (in millions in 2005): “El estadoldaundo 2006. Anuario
Ediciones Akal,
population figure for the Republic of Panama cqroesls to 2003 (UNDP).
(3) “Human Development Report 2005.” United NatioBgvelopment
Programme (UNDP).

econdmico geopolitico mundial”,

(A) Urban population (% of total). 2003.

(A) Human Development Index. 2003.

(C) HDI Ranking. 2003.

S.A2005. The

(D) Population below poverty line (% $2 a day). @9®03. Data refer
to the most recent year available during the pespécified. In Spain
the value refer to those living below 50% of medieome. 1999-2000.
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(4) Level of freedom (combined average ofiitpal rights and civil
liberties). The freedom ratings reflect global egeflom December 1,
2004 through November 30, 2005. Freedom in the tN200D6. Freedom
House Organisation.

Table 3.11: Profile of African and Asian immigrant groups in

Spain

Cont/
Nat (1)

AFR

Eq.G

MOR

CAM

SEN

NIG

AS

PAK

SPN

Gen. reg.
Res. (2)

618.843

5.81

b 473.463

1.983

26.74

415.096

166.374

27.769

Com. res

®3)

30.408

1.80

1 19.651

375

934

2.241

p

11.0;

19938

% Women

32,43

65,9]

[ 34,59

34,97

18,01

37,2

D

39,

Av. Age
(4)

28

30

28

28

32

29

31

31

Empl.
(5A)

61,8

53,6

70,6%

Sec. edu.
(5B)

32,7

29,1

27,9%

Tec.
Prof.edu.
(50)

1,9

2,7*

Univ.
(5D)

12,1

3,1

19,7%

Arrived

between
20002002
(5E)

42,2

29,9

27,7

Res. in
BCN (6)

120.282

819

99.196

306

4.73

1.6

52 56.

D3%.768

Remit. (7)

1.202

28

54

30

(Personal elaboration)

(1) Continent and nationality: AFR: Africa; Eq.&Eq. Guinea; MOR:
Morocco: CAM: Cameroon; SEN: Senegal; NIG: Niger&: Asia; PAK:
Pakistan; SPN: Spain.
(2) General regiome of residence
(3) Communitarian residence

(4) Average Age
(5) Encuesta de migraciones 2003. Instituto NadidacEstadistica (INE). A
possible overestimation of these indicators foraAas INE estimates this

indicator together for Asia, Oceania and statgbesgple.

158



(A) Employment rate (% ages 16 and above).

(B) Secondary education (% ages 16 and above).

(e) Technical-professional education (% ages 16 ansgebo

(H University degree (% ages 16 and above).

(g) Time of residence in Spain (% between 1 and 3 years
(6) Anuario Estadistico de Inmigracién 31.12.200®bservatorio
Permanente de la Inmigracion.
(7) Bilateral remittance estimates using migrawiclss (millions of US$).
Ratha and Shaw (2006) “South-South Migration andmiRances,”
Development Prospect Group. World Bank
(www.worldbank.org/prospects/migrationandremmitaces

Tables 3.10 and 3.11 present a summary of the ciegistics of the
African and Asian immigrant groups in Barcelona awfdtheir
country of origin. The cultural similarities withisach of these two
groups and systematic structural differences betweeir countries
of origin provide a suitable background for anahgrthe forms that
transnational political activities and practices ¢ake and predict
their potential impact on home countries and comitias (see
Porteset al, 2007).

E) Selection of immigrant associations

To assess how well immigrant activist associatiomesent the
transnational citizenry, a representative samplethef public is
essential. However, ordinary representative samplag contain
very few of the most interesting transnational\astiassociations -
those who engage in relatively rare but importatitvéies such as
giving large donations to home country associations
organizations, serving on local homeland governbwards, or
taking part in protests, denouncing human rightdations that

relate to homeland, etc. (see Vedbal, 1995: 6).
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Accordingly, | took into consideration those casafs activist
associations corresponding to politically releveattial and ethnic
minorities in Barcelona. Hence, the groups intredlin the sample
were the Argentineans, the Uruguayans and the Qami@ns,
many of them emigrating from their countries in #t&s or 80s on
political reasons. | also introduced in the santptese associations
corresponding to the numerically most significantriigrant groups
in Barcelona, in the year of the sample selectinr2005, the first
four immigrant groups were the following: 1) theuadorians; 2)
the Peruvians; 3) the Moroccans; and 4) the Palissta

The final sample of Barcelona’s immigrant assoe&atublic was
the following:

a. Countries with a high level of socio-economieadepment and a
high, medium, and low political opportunity struetui) Argentina,
i) Uruguay; iif) Republic of Panama.

Immigrant associations to be interviewed:

Casa Retruco Solidaridad con Argentina
Casal Argenti a Barcelona
Red Solidaria Argentina en Barcelona

Grupo de Apoyo a la Central de Trabajadores Argesti

o bk 0N PE

Union de Argentinos en Cataluiia

4" See “Ranking de nacionalitats”: http://www.bcn.es
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Asociacion de Uruguayos en Catalufia (AUC)
Casa de Uruguay

Casa Charrua Uruguay

© © N o

Asociacion Panama Cataluiia

b. Countries with a medium level of socio-econodggelopment
and a high, medium and low political opportunityusture: i)
Peru; ii) Ecuador; iii)) Morocco; iv) Equatorial Guea; V)

Pakistan.

Immigrant associations to be interviewed:

10.Asociacién Solidaria con las Mujeres Peruanas en el
Extranjero (ASOMIPEX)

11.Associacio Cultural Alma Peruana

12.Federacion de Peruanos sin Fronteras

13.Centro Peruano de Barcelona (CPB)

14. Peru Alternativa

15. Associacio Catalano-Equatoriana per a la tateg i el

Desenvolupament

16. Associacio d'Equatorians a Catalunya

17.Asociacién Catalana Ecuatoriana de Mujeres - |atalio
Cultural

18. Asociacion Inmigrantes Ecuatorianos Solidaridgd

Cooperacioén - Ecuador Llactacaru

19. Associaciéo Amical d'Emigrants Marroquins adllatya
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20. Associacio de Treballadors i Immigrants Mariogwa

Cataluiia (ATIME Catalunya)

21. Associacio NAHDA

22.Associacio Cultural Dar El Farah

23.Asociacion de Amigos del Pueblo Marroqui-Itran

24. Associaci6 d'Estudiants Marroquins

25. Associacié Unio Marroquina-Catalana d'Educacio k@a

26.Associacioé Socio-Cultural Riebapua

27.Associaci6 d'Estudiants i Joves de Guinea Equéatoria

28. Asociacion de Mujeres E'Waiso Ipola

29. Asociacion Cultural Viyil

30. Associacio Cultural Rhombe

31.Associacio de Treballadors Pakistanesos

32.Associacio Cultural Idara Minhaj Al Quran Pakidtan

33.Federacié Associacions Pakistaneses Catalunya (FAPC

34.Associaciéo Cultural Educativa i Social Operativanbg
Pakistaneses (ACESOP)

c. Countries with a low socio-economic level of elepment and a
high, medium and low political opportunity struauri) Senegal;
i) Nigeria; iii) Cameron.
Immigrant associations to be interviewed:

35.Associacio Catalana de Residents Senegalesos

36.Associacio Diakha Mandina - Inmigrants Senegalesos
37.Associacioé de Residents Senegalesos del Vallesi@uail
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38. Associacio Nigeriana de Catalunya — Nigeria Comityuni

39.Comunidad Igbo de Nigerianos en Cataluiia

40.Associacié Cultural Adna Bassa (Camerun)

41.Agrupacio Camerunés Residents a Barcelona
(RACAMERS)

Though the sample list comprised initially a relaly significant
number of immigrant associations (41), institutioeasons like the
fact that immigrant associations are not obligedi¢cegister when
they decide to end their activity, or other fiekbearch reasons like
association’s refusal to be interviewed or the isgiloility of
getting in contact with the association (wrong ar direction,
telephone number, e-mail), the number of immigrasgociations
interviewed was in the end of 24. This is an acapt level of
response given that most of the sampled assocsattmat did not
response were inexistent at the time of the ingsvirig®® A
response rate of 59 per cent, which is more th#roh&he sampled
associations, represented in the end more thaa thmgls of those
that really existed and functioned at that tifthat the same time, |
maintained the representativeness of the samplenagnaged to

have cases for all the categories of the selegtwniables.

4 Other research studies emphasise the problem ofociasions’

registration/deregistration (see Montetaal, 2006: 4).

9 For the sample of immigrant associations withdbtiled information on their
level of response, see Appendix D. How we can fiae the Appendix D,
around 11 associations did not function at the tinne interviewing.
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a. Countries with a high level of socio-economiealepment and a
high, medium, and low political opportunity struetui) Argentina,

i) Uruguay; iii) Republic of Panama.

1. Casa Retruco Solidaridad con Argentina

2. Red Solidaria Argentina en Barcelona

3. Grupo de Apoyo a la Central de Trabajadores itnges
4. Asociacion de Uruguayos en Catalufia (AUC)

2. Casa de Uruguay

3. Casa Charrua

4. Asociacion Panama Cataluia

b. Countries with a medium level of socio-economévelopment
and a high, medium and low political opportunitgusture: i) Peru;

i) Ecuador; iii) Morocco; iv) Equatorial Guinea) akistan.

5. Asociacion Cultural AlIma Peruana

6. Federacion de Peruanos sin Fronteras

7. Centro Peruano de Barcelona (CPB)

11. Associacio Catalano-Equatoriana per a la lat@qri el

Desenvolupament

12. Associacio d'Equatorians a Catalunya

13. Asociacion Inmigrantes Ecuatorianos Solidaridgd

Cooperacion - Ecuador Llactacaru

14. Associacid de Treballadors i ImmigrantarMquins a
Cataluiia (ATIME)

15. Asociacion de Amigos del Pueblo Marroqui-ltran
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16. Associaci6é Cultural Rhombe

17. Associaci6 de Treballadors Pakistanesos

18. Associacio Cultural Idara Minhaj Al Quran Pakidtan

19.Federaci6 Associacions Pakistaneses Catalunya (JFAPC

20.Associacio Cultural Educativa i Social Operativanbg
Pakistaneses (ACESOP)

c. Countries with a low socio-economic level of deyeient and a
high, medium and low political opportunity structur i) Senegal;
i) Nigeria; iii) Cameron.

21.Associacio Catalana de Residents Senegalesos
22.Associacio Nigeriana de Catalunya — Nigeria Comuyuni
23.Associacio Cultural Adna Bassa (Camerun)

24. Agrupacio Camerunés Residents a Barcelona

(RACAMERS)

3.4 Data and data sources

This research study includes both qualitative andntjtative data
gathered between fall 2005 and spring 2008. Mosh®fdata come
from semi-structured interviews in Spanish and EBhglwith the
main representatives of immigrant associationsarc8lona. Some
data come also from many informal conversations wiembers of
immigrant associations and from their reunions asdemblies.
Official documents, programmes, and other data de t

investigating issues were also included into thalysms. Most
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interviews were tape-recorded and then transcrivede some few

were recorded with extensive notes.

Other data come from a questionnaire on state ipslitoward
nationals living abroad that were applied to those
embassies/consulates whose nationals were repedsent the
sample of immigrant associations. The embassiess(tates)
corresponded to the selected eleven countriesiginer Panama,
Argentina, Uruguay, Peru, Ecuador, Morocco, Cameidigeria,
Equatorial Guinea, Pakistan and Senegal.

A) The semi-structured interview

Through the qualitative interviewing we can normatentify the

personal perspective of an interviewee on the tiy&®d subjects.
Qualitative interviewing has to be realised to ansiderable

numbers of previously selected subjects to assurpossible

generalisation of the findings to the whole popalat The semi-

structured interview is commonly used in researdliesthis one

when the issues to be investigated are quite newhen these are
so complex that the answers are completely unfeedse. In this

case, the interviewer departs from a guide of tls#togics

established in function of his/her research obyestiand that have
to be discuss as the interview goes on (Corbed@y:2350-357).
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The main interviewing topics or themes for analgsihe political
transnationalism of immigrant associations in Blca were the

following:

l. Origins, types and structure of immigrant assocreti
that engage in transnational practices and a&siti

Il. Types of political activities and practices of ingmant
associations that are partially or totally located
countries other than where their members reside
(homeland politics; immigrants politics; trans-lbca
politics);

[l Intensity of the transnational political practicesd

activities of immigrant associations (broad; narrow

B) The questionnaire

A questionnaire, in comparison to an interview, heghly

standardized. The main objective of a questionnaite frame the
mental categories of an interviewee within a seqeeaf pre-
established questions (answering to closed questi@@orbetta,
2007: 349). The questions and the order of thesmtlee same for
each interviewee and most of them are closed.d js# few open
questions for covering the possible lack of conglatormation on

the investigated issues.

0 For a complete interview guide, see Appendix B.

167



The questionnaire comprised question items abdigtrent types of

state policies toward nationals living abroad aras wapplied to all

embassies/consulates whose nationals were repedsent the

population sample of immigrant associations. Thestjonnaire

was sent by post, e-mail and fax, but only arou@dp8r cent of

these embassies/consulates finally answered itcalge of a low

rate of responses, the variable “state policiesatdwmationals living

abroad” was not used in the end as another possHikction

variable. Nevertheless, the information received wsaed in order

to improve the general quality of the data analy3iee main

question items were the followings:

Bureaucratic reforms in response to emigrants’
heightened importance to policymakers;

Investment policies to attract or channel migrant
remittances;

Political rights: dual citizenship and the vote dat;

State services abroad or service delivery to emigra
communities;

Symbolic politics aimed at reinforcing emigrantghse

of long-term membership.

*1 The detailed description of the variable “statéigies toward nationals living
abroad” appears in Chapter 2. For a complete quesire, see Appendix C.
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4. THE POLITICAL TRANSNATIONALISM OF
IMMIGRANT ASSOCIATIONS IN BARCELONA

4.1 Introduction

This qualitative research study uses both deseepéind causal
inferences in order to analyse the political tratiemalism of
immigrant associations in Barcelona. The preseapidr describes
the political practices and activities that immigrassociations in
Barcelona realise across state borders. In thewolg, | first
describe the origins, types and structure of thectsd immigrant
associations and analyse the forms, scope andsityeof their
political transnationalism. | then realise a gehgmafile of the
sample of transnational immigrant associationsgtypassociation,
national/ethnic origin of association’s membersryef foundation,
number of members, scope of projects and focuscotbity in
country of origin, frequency of involvement in horoeuntry civic
projects and national elections, sources of funfitsms of

transnationalism employed, etc.).
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4.2 Origins, types, and structure of immigrant
associations. Forms, scope and intensity of their

political transnationalism

A) Argentinean immigrant associations

Red Solidariavas initially founded in Argentina in 1995 by agp
of people from the San Gabriel College of Buenose&iwho
sought to connect deprived people with personsstitutions that
could solve out their necessities. The associaggysters today in
Argentina more than 3.000 volunteers and has beewmgnised by
the United Nations Organization for its work andodagoractices.
Red Solidaria Barcelonavas established in Spain at the beginning
of 2003 as a formal non-profit association thauges on the basic
needs of newcomers (mainly from Argentina) and ¢wirt
integration process into the Catalan society. iksnnobjective is to
guide and inform immigrants and to create a shardtlre as a
method of integration. The association is partFeflelating the
Federation of Latin American Entities in Catalonibat reunites
more than 100 immigrant associations from Latin Anzeand that
was created to provide immigrants or returned inmamts (and to

their corresponding entities) services, assistamckecoordination in

light of a common interest

°2 Seehttp://www.fedelatina.org
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Association’s services (immigrant assistance agédllaformation)
are free of charge and realised by a group of wekms and
professionals (four persons) that assist and supgaoroximately
400 persons per month. The association does ne¢ laay
registered member (no annual quotaghd functions mainly
through networks and contacts such as: governmemgatutions
like the Catalan Local Government and Barcelonatyg Ball, the
Spanish syndicat€onfederacion Sindical de Comisiones Obreras
(CCOO0), non-governmental organisations like the a@at
Association of Solidarity with the Refugees (ACSARritas (the
Official Confederation of Social and Charity Erggiof the Spanish
Catholic Church), and Argentinean associations liked Solidaria
Argentina The last subvention they received from the Iquablic

administration permitted them to contract a fulhéi secretary.

Red Solidaria Barcelonaengages inhomeland politics like
informative action on homeland national electiomsl a&lectoral
campaigns or on the voting process of the natioingdlsy abroad
(special radio programmé3;distributing various Latin American
newspapers in line with the association’s objest¥@ TV satellite
situated at the association’s venue; reunions wpiblitical
candidates who want to inform potential voters abrabout their

electoral programme). The association occasionallgfends

*3 Red Solidaria Argentindas two radio programmes within the Radio Gladys
Palmera 96.6 FM and the Radio Gracia. The first isnealled “New Citizens”
and the other one is called “The Latin Communigid they both aim to inform
and unite culturally immigrant communities with itheommunities of origin.

> Those newspapers published in Spain can be cedsuirectly at the
association’s venue and those published abroath&iaebsite of the association.
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homeland human rights (for instance, mothers’ sgiat find out
what happened with their disappeared sons and tsgturing the
dictatorship in Argentinatas Madres de la Plaza de Magywia

press conferences and lawful demonstrations.

The association engagesimmigrant politicslike informative and
protest action on immigrants’ rights (immigrantsght to vote;
human rights violation like for example, helping &lmuguayan
young woman exploited sexually by a prostitutimetwork to return
home and the identification of this network in eblbration with the
Argentinean and Uruguayan consulates and embaskiggyms of
translocal politics, the association participatescagionally in
international cooperation projects (for instanceilding a health
centre in some deprived community of Argentina)etbgr with

non-governmental organisations like Caritas.

The associatiorGrupo de Apoyo a la Central de Trabajadores
Argentinoswas founded in 2001 as a supporting group froroabr
to the largest and most popular syndicate in AigantheCentral

de Trabajadores de la ArgentinfCTA). The latter came into
existence in 1992 as a new model of syndicate basedirect
elections and affiliation, and autonomy from whateeconomic
group, government or political part§arupo de Apoyo a la Central
de Trabajadores Argentinosegisters around 8-10 members who
collaborate voluntarily in diverse activities redt to home
country’s economic and socio-political situation ionmigrants’

situation in Catalonia. The main sources of finaag=the member
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guotas, the public subventions from the CatalaralL@overnment
or other solidarity moneyrom the CTA or the Spanish and Catalan

syndicates.

The association engages homeland politicslike informative
action on the external voting process, and infolveaand protest
action on homeland politics and human rights (fo@neple,
organised discussions with syndicate leaders frome#/tina on
homeland politics; manifestations against the iniggumaw in
Argentina; bilateral reunions with political pagiédrom Argentina
and Catalonia, etc.). All these activities are arged in
collaboration with the CTA but also with other sicates from
Spain and Catalonia like the CCOO, théion General de
Trabajadores (UGT), the Unié Sindical Obrera de Catalunya

(USOC), or with the Argentinean Consulate or Empass

In terms of immigrant politics the association involves in
informative and protest action on immigrant riglftsr instance,
when two Argentinean young men were accused oirgeat civil
guardian, the association asked for support froem@RA and the
ombudsman in Argentina to defend them; the rightveve for
immigrants; residence permits and the regularisaimcess) but
with - no support from home country government
(consulate/embassy). In all these activities, thgsoeiation
collaborates with the CTA and other supporting gowf CTA
established in Spain (Galicia, Madrid, Tenerife,rbla) or in other
countries (Sweden, Finland, France, Italy), anceidig immigrant
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associations members of t@asa de la Solidaridagan entity that
joins up 14 immigrant associations of differentio@él origins in

Barcelona, especially from Latin America and Afjidikke Casa
Retruco Solidaridad con Argentipa Plataforma contra la

Impunidad,or Union de Argentinos en Catalufith also maintains
strong links with Catalan left-wing political parties likehe
Socialist Party of Catalonia (PSC) or the Initiatifor Catalonia
Greens (ICV).

The association also engages in trans-local pslitie diverse civic
and humanitarian projects in home country: foranse, gathering
and sending clothes, medicine or computers to hildiving in a
poor neighbourhood in Argentina via a solidarityighde of
Catalans professors involved in developing workeéheonstructing
a school for these Argentinean children togetheh wthe Catalan
syndicate, USOC.

The sense of dual/trans (political) implication marticipation in
both destination and home countries is quite strauidpin this

association:

“We see what happens here because we live here..rd/encd

blind, we live all the injustices here because we part of the
Catalan society and we participate in it. And ilgthing happens
here we ask for help there. But we are also Argeatis and we
have very strong links with our country. It would & big injustice

not to participate in our country, at least in themory of all those
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people who died for democratising Argentina. Thesthie main
reason for joining up this associatiof.”(President of the

association)

The associationCasa Retruco Solidaridad con Argentinaas
founded in 1983 with the objective of supporting thrgentinean
immigrants in Catalonia and also the marginalisegbpte in
Argentina. The association registers around 50 neesnlfrom
whom approximately 10 are real active, organisithgssociation’s
activities. The association’ venue @asa de la Solidaridadthe
establishment that reunites various immigrant aasoons. The
main sources of finance are the local public subeen(the local
Catalan Government, Barcelona’s City Hall) and eisgimn’s own
cultural activities (cultural festivals like folkliz or cinema festival,
the book’s day, or communal meals). The associasiaivided in
working groups, some dedicated to immigrant issures other to

solidarity action with Argentina.

The association engages immigrant politics like informative
action on immigrant issues (residence permit, @EGgEdtion
process, family reunification, municipal registost) and also
protest action against immigrant discrimination amarginalisation
(discrimination at the working place, education &edlth systems;
or defending the illegal immigration and the righh free
international mobility) but with no support from rhe country

government. In these protest actions, #ssociation collaborates

% For more details on the interviews, see Appendix D

176



with other nongovernmental associations liK&®OS Racisme
Catalunyaand immigrant associations likeéapers and Drets per
Tothom (Documents and Rights for Everybody) and other

immigrant associations registered in ®a&sa de la Solidaridad

In terms ofhomeland politicsthe association engages in protest
action against particular homeland politics andhome country
human rights defence (for example, the disappepeesbns during
the military dictatorship ftas madres de la Plaza de Maymrotest
action against the Avellaneda Massacre in frorthefArgentinean
Embassy; organised discussions in the universities the
Movement of Unemployed Working People in Argentireg.)
together with other Argentinean associations likdPorma Contra

la Impunidad and eBrupo de Apoyo a la Central de Trabajadores

Argentinos

The association engages also in trans-local peliby giving
political and material support to the Movement ofiethployed
Working People Mlovimiento de los Trabajadores Desocupados o
los piqueterosMTD) founded in the second half of the 90s in
Argentina as a result of the big economic recession
(desindustrialisation and the decrease in the Angean exports).
The association particularly supports tRepular Front Dario
Santillan (FPDS), a social and political movement foundedaas
reaction to the assassination of the social milifaario Santillan
and his compatriot Maximiliano Kosteki by the pelian the
Avellaneda Massacre (for instance, it sends moweymaterial
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objects like clothes, computers, notebooks, pendiéshnical
equipment, etc.).

B) Uruguayan immigrant associations

The Associaciéon de Uruguayos en Cataluy@dJC) was founded in
2003 as a formal non-profit association and its nmsource of
finance has been the member quotas (there are thare 400
members who pay monthly quotas). In the last y@&tC has
applied for various state subventions and hasestaid organise
diverse activities like collective meals, culturfaktivals or other
celebrations in order to increase its annual regen’he main
objective of the association is to improve the ldé all the
Uruguayans worldwide (as a moral obligation), biofitising the
socio-cultural action. Its activities are orientedainly toward
promoting civic participation and legal and infolncaunselling to
the Uruguayans living in Catalonia, and to chantieir socio-
cultural initiatives and protect their human righthe association
sends periodical Internet newsletters to its mes)beith detailed

information about all its activities.

AUC identifies mainly with the working class, thitsmaintains
strong links with the Spanish syndicate CCOO amerosyndicates
from Uruguay. It also integrates and participatetvaly in the
Federation of Associations and Houses of UruguayanSpain
(FAYCUE), the Coordinator of the Catalan Immigraahtities
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(CEICAT), the Ibo-American Coordinator of the XXle@Gtury’'s

Migrations (CIBAMI XXI), Fedelatina the Promoter Network of
Social Consensus over Migrations, and the Workingu@s of the
Immigration Cabinet of Barcelona’s City Hall. Itsal maintains
strong contacts with other Uruguayan associatiaosn fSpain,

Argentine, and the United States.

In its activities and projects, the associationatmrates with the
Barcelona’s City Hall, the Catalan Local Governmehé Spanish
syndicate CCOO, the Catalan Foundation for PeadeSatidarity
(Fundacio Pau i Solidaritat), the Catalan socidtral Foundation
Pere Ardiaca, the Catalan civic associatitiga per la laicitat(the
Laic League), the Association of Immigrant Famileasd Friends
Ida & Vueltas private enterprises lik&ruimport and Uruguay in
Europe that import products from Uruguay, and with insua

companies in Spain and Latin America like MAPFRE.

AUC engages irhomeland politicslike informative and protest
action on home country politics, and homeland hunnhts

defence (disseminating political news via its wedysfighting for

external voting rights by pressuring home countoyegnment to
change the constitution in this respect; militatiogthe derogation
of the impunity law established during the dictatop, etc.). AUC
participates also imtmmigrant politicslike informative and protest
action on immigrant rights (for example, providitlie adequate
information that might facilitate immigrant accomdasion in the
destination country; defending immigrant rights mase of
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discrimination and racism; supporting, together hwibther
Immigrant associations, immigrants’ right to vdbg, pressuring the
Spanish and Catalan political parties to modify éhectoral law;
fighting for the reinstatement of the 1870’s Peaod Friendship
Treaty between Uruguay and Argentina that permitsgUayans
citizens to live and work legally in Spain, andstimn cooperation
with the left-wing Uruguayan government and itscedd president

Tabaré Vazquez).

Since 2005, AUC has been working in different slodevelopment
projects in home country together with the Assdoratida &
Vueltas As such, both associations have participated iverse
civic projects in areas like education/schools/theand also in the
organisation of various cultural festivals in Uragu(traditional
dances likemurgasor tango).Trans-local politicsseems to be an
important aspect of AUC’s activities and practiGs a way of
strengthening the links between Uruguayans immigrand their
co-nationals at home. Protecting and preserving Uneguayan

identity abroad is a strong objective of this assom:

“You never lose your identity but rather reinfonteabroad. You
never can transnationalise emotionally an individuanly
physically as a migrant who moves from one placartother. A
migrant can establish himself/herself in one plhoe he/she will
never renounce to belong to his/her country ofinrigShe/he will
always have the heart in Uruguay and the body airSp(President
of the association)
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The associationCasa de Uruguaywas founded in 1978 as an
opposition political force against the military titorship in
Uruguay. At that time, the association defended ¢dland human
rights and militated for democratic institutionsdatiberties in
Uruguay. In this regard, the association collakemtatvith the
United Nations Refugees Agency (UNHCR), the hunaaian
organization Red Cross Catalonia and other lefgvaectors of the
Catalan society. Most founders came as politichlgees though
now the association registers an increasing numblkeeconomic
immigrants. However, political activism remains gns#icant

characteristic of this association:

“Most of the association’s founders came as paliticefugees.
Later on, the association has been integratingr gtéeple...though
I do not like to differentiate between political fugees and
economic refugees. Economic refugees are the reksh#d politics
in home country, so we could say that, in realthgy are also

political refugees.” (President of the association)

Since 1985 and with the political change in the duiayan
government, the number of association’s membersibaeased to
approximately 75 as many refugees returned homdewhbre
associations of Uruguayans have started to appe&pain. The
main sources of finance are the membership quotairid 3 euros
per month), the money gathered from various culiactvities like

collective meals and folklore festivals, and théwantions from
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local public administrations (for instance, the &avCity Hall).
The association is a member of the Federation tihLAmerican

Entities in CataloniaFedelatina

Lately, there has been a shift in the associatiobjectives toward
trans-local politics The association engages in many civic projects
in Uruguay like a communitarian public house in t8a@atalina, a
deprived neighbourhood in Montevideo, sometimesoitaboration
with other Uruguayans associations likeasa Charrua or in
cultural festivals. Interms of homeland politics, the association
involves in human rights defence (for example,hia tase of the
disappeared children or sexually abused women glutime
dictatorship), organises discussions with Uruguayawliticians on
various subjects of national interest (for instantdee role of
Uruguay within the commercial block the Southernnf@mon
Market — el Mercado Comun del Sur, Mercosuhe education
reform in Uruguay) and provides regular informatmm homeland

politics via the weekly Uruguayan newspapeecha etc.

In terms of immigrant politics, the association ages in
informative and protest action on immigrant rigliftisr example,
cases of discrimination and racism; reunions wethhwing Catalan
political parties like the Socialist Party of Cataila - PSC, United
and Alternative Left - EUia, Initiative for CatalenGreens - ICV,
Republican Left of Catalonia - IRC to defend imnaigs’ right to
vote; sending official protest letters like in tlhase of the sub-

Saharan immigrants dying at the border with Spatn,), though
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with no support from home country governme@asa Uruguay
maintains occasional contacts and develops occsomoperation
projects with other immigrant associations like fhederation of
Associations and Houses of Uruguayans in Spain E4F), Casa

de Estocolman Sweden, or other immigrant associations in €gan

The associationCasa Charruawas founded in 1992 with the
objective of preserving and disseminating the Uaygun culture
across state borders, and developing various pragects in home
country, though there was initially a debate onoasgble political
character of the association. Today the associaégister around
8-10 members and finances itself via subventioosnfthe local
public administration (the City Hall of Castelldifg regional
agencies for cooperation and developmeRbné Catala de
Cooperacié al Desenvolupamgnand its own cultural activities
like collective meals and cultural festivals. Lgtethe association
has started a campaign of co-opting more membetrestablishing

a member quota.

The association participates mainly in trans-lopalitics like

diverse civic projects in Uruguay (for instanceforming or

building a hospital in a deprived neighbourhoodMidntevideo;

financing small organic farms, a quarter of theiofjhs going to

orphanages) with the intermediation of homeland-gavernmental
organisations or associations (likaiente al Sur Association’s
members regard this kind of trans-local civic actas a moral duty
of Western societies for the colonisation period.
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“There is only economic globalisation and no sogilalbalisation.
The poor Africans or Latin Americans come here lmetause they
want to, but because in their countries they anagipf hunger.
This terrible situation you cannot resolve it witiore militarised
borders but rather by supporting the socio-econaeinelopment
of poor countries. Rich countries, after stealihg tesources of
poor countries for so long, have now the moral datgompensate

them.” (President of the association)

The association also engageshomeland politicdike informative
and protest action on home country politics, anchéland human
rights defence (organised discussions with paditisi from home
country; the defence of external voting rights; letemd human
rights defence). In terms dammigrant politics the association
involves in informative and protest action on imnaigf rights (for
instance, immigrants’ right to vote; the 1870Reace and
Friendship Treaty between Uruguay and Argentine; other
immigrant integration or discrimination aspects dallaboration
with non-governmental associations like tAsociacion Solidaria
Ameérica 2002 (from Castelldefels) that gives immigrantgale
advice orS.0.S Racisme Catalurjygenerally with the support of

home country government and consulate.
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C) Panamanian immigrant associations

The Asociacion de Panama en Catalw¥as founded in 1997 with
the objective of supporting the integration of Haaaian

immigrants into the Catalan society, preserving disgeminating
the Panamanian culture, with the support of thenBSpaand Catalan
institutions. It is a cultural association that istgrs around 50
members. Its main sources of finance are the am€maaiber quotas
and the voluntarily member contributions to spectiultural events
organised by the association. The association aiasstrong links
with the Catalan Institute for International Coaden (ICCl), the

Foundation Catalonia-America, and it is also a mambf the

Federation of American Associations in CataloniaQRAMCAT).

The association engages only indirectlyinmmigrant politicslike
the participation in informative acts organisedthg Federation of
American Associations in Catalonia on immigranight to vote or
immigrants’ rights within the Catalan autonomoustjpal regime.

It does not have however any clear position irtredse aspects. The
relationship with the home country government c& #anama’s
Consulate in Barcelona is almost inexistent. Témoeiation does
not engage in any form dfomeland politicsince it does not have
sufficient strength and resources for doing thisthe same time,
homeland politics is not one of the main objectivek the
Panamanian community in Catalonia. It does notigpate in any
form of trans-local politics as the voice and representation of

Panamanians living abroad is very limited.
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In terms of a possible transnational identificatitime president of
the association recognises that for the Panamamiauigrant group
this is rather something emotional because of di@syncrasy of
this people that move for different reasons andguently, just

temporarily:

“l define myself as a Panamanian who loves veryhrhis country
of origin and who has been adopted by a countriy iedearns to
love. We are living in two worlds that are ours.eytboth adopted
us and for that we have to love them both and ifyeourselves
with both them. | am a Spanish Panamanian and anRaman
Spanish who loves his country of origin but alse tountry that
received him.” (President of the association)

D) Peruvian immigrant associations

The non-profit immigrant associatidfederacion de Peruanos sin
Fronteraswas founded in 1998, in a moment when the Peruvian
immigrants felt somehow abandoned by the Peruviabdssy in
Madrid in terms of legal counselling, immigrants imegular
situation or the preservation of the Peruvian ealt@’he association
registers around 150 members who give money vailyntéor
diverse civic projects in Peru. The annual fundshef association
rise also with the money gathered from organiséti@l activities

like collective meals and cultural festivals. Theseciation is a
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member of the Federation of Latin American Entifii@€atalonia,

Fedelatina

Association’s main activities are basically resumeda radio
programme called.a voz del Inmigrante¢hat started in 2001 on a
radio channel from Peru callé&hdio Libertad Trujillo A Spanish
immigrant from Extremadura founded this radio clers0 years
ago in the Trujillo town. The radio programme snsmitted on the
Internet each week on Saturday at one o’clock énatternoon, the
Peruvian hour or at eight o’clock, the summer Sgamour, and it
has a length of half an hour. The programme is abomigrant
situation in Spain (for example, rights and howytlaee treated by
the Spanish society) or other political and sodor®mic aspects
of Spain or Catalonia (for example, how people livé&Spain, what
do they eat and how much do they earn; how sesuiiin Spain
in comparison with Peru and how does the police #oe
associational life in Spain in comparison to thetnf Peru; the
Spanish authorities; the autonomy regime in Catajdhe Spanish
public transportation system; the Spanish politisiaand their
wages, etc.). All this information helps immigraritanilies in Peru

to come in contact with the Spanish social andtipalireality.

The association engages homeland politicslike informative
action on national elections and electoral cammaidor instance,
for the 2006 national elections, the associatiahrdit support the
candidature of Alan Garcia Pérez though it maieicontacts

with his partyAlianza Popular Revolucionaria AmericanaPRA)
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or homeland human rights defence (for instanceghécase of a
presumed political repression of some APRA membets

denounced the right-wing orientation of Alain Garcand his
implication in the forced disappearance of manyspes and the
human rights violations perpetrated during the 19836 internal
conflict) via non-governmental or governmental oigations like

International Amnesty or the European Parliament.

In terms of immigrant politics the association involves in
informative and protest action on immigrant rigiftsr instance,
counselling work in aspects like nationalization damily
reunification; fighting discrimination practices avi non-
governmental organisations like International Anmpesand
governmental ones like the European Parliamentyiar other
immigrant associations from countries like the ¥ditStates). It
maintains strong contacts with the Socialist Catdtarty (PSC) in
terms of immigrants’ right to vote, but receives support from

home country government in immigrant issues.

Through the radio programme, the association ergyalge in some
form of trans-local politics (for example, contest awards of 25
euros on the Father's or Mother's Day;Caimbayé fiestathat
brought to the association around 500 dollars tate used for
diverse presents for 60 poor children from Perdaacing festival,
with the traditional dance calledda Marinerga organised in
collaboration withEl Club Libertad de Truijillp an organisation

from Peru, in the Trujillo town, a winning coupl®im Spain being
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sent to participate in the festival). The assosrathas tried to
support civic projects in poor villages or townsrir various regions
of Perulike Sierra del Perq, Sierra de la Libertaid areas like
education (for example, building a school or buyieducation
materials) or health (for example, building a htapi but failed to
achieve any agreement with the corresponding eilyrhayors who
asked for exorbitant amounts of money. In 1991 cBlana signed
up a cooperation agreement with the Trujillo towr this did not
come to terms because of a bad management frorpattieof the

public administration in Trujillo.

The associatiorCentro Peruano de Barcelopane of the oldest
Latin-American immigrant associations in Barcelowas founded
in 1963 as an association of academics from Perthd 80s, the
association acquired its present name and estelliab its main
objective the dissemination and preservation ofRfruvian culture
abroad. It organises debates and conferences arsdivsocio-
cultural aspects and events from Peru (for exanmguiehaeology,
literature, education, Peru’s independence anraveiday, etc.) and
other cultural activities (for example, poetry feals, sport
contests, cinema festivals, photography exhibitiats.) together

with other Peruvian immigrant associations.

The association registers around 40 members andais sources
of finance are the public subventions (Barcelor@ity Hall) and
association’s own cultural activities (for instancellective meals

organised every month or cultural festivals thiketplace usually in
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July). The association is part of the Federation Asherican
Associations in Catalonia (FASAMCAT) that was cezhin 2001
as an encountering platform to channel, assistcwidinate the
efforts of Latin American associations in theirag®f interests, and

to intermediate between these and the public andtpr Catalan

institutions®®

The association engages in homeland politics byarosing pre-
electoral discussions during the Peru’s nationactens time-
period (for example, for the 2006 Peruvian eledjdhe association
invited representatives of the two main politicahrtpes that
competed against each other, Bartido Aprista Peruan@and the
Union por el Peryto present their electoral programmes to the
nationals living abroad) or participating in theganisation of the
external voting process together with the Peruv@msulate in
Barcelona in 2006. The association also engagesomeland
human rights defence by sending official protesttets to

international organisms or participating in lawfo&nifestations.

In terms of immigrant politics the association engages in
informative action on immigrant rights (for exampleundtables on
immigration; free legal counselling to immigrants aspects like
the regularisation process or the residence permeifs.). The
association maintains strong links with various r8g@
entrepreneurs, offering immigrants significant imf@tion about the

*% Seehttp://www.fasamcat.org
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situation of the Spanish labour market. It alsoag®es in protest
action on immigrant rights (for example, the stdgymologation of
Latin American midwifes in collaboration with thesgociation of
Latin American Midwifes; the preservation of LatiTV

programmes on the digital television as main saigfammigrant
information; immigrants’ right to vote in collabdien with the
main Catalan parties, People’s Party of CatalonRPC and the
Socialist Catalan Party - PSC). In these immigresues, the
association does not receive any support from haoentry

government (consulate/embassy).

In terms ontrans-local politics one of the association’s future
objectives is to increase its participation in ciyrojects in home
country. In this regard, the association has aireatarted to
participate with another Peruvian immigrant asdamiain a project
of sending medicine and medical technology to ms&taed
hospitals in Peru. The strong feeling of dual bglog is the real
reason behind association’s involvement in trangnal (political)

activities and practices:

“l think nobody renounces to belong to his/her htzmeé...| grown
up and lived in Lima, | have many friends there, Inigh school. |
have everything there. | go there and my immenssfaetion is to
step on the soil of my country. It feels as if lvl@ have never gone
away... If I can do something for my country, if Incdecide at
least a little bit on its destiny, | feel more lexkto it...I normally

vote in all national elections in Peru and not loseait is obligatory
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but because | really believe in this vote...| alstevMeere in Spain in
all the elections, because | believe that hereishise only way we
can make our voice heard.” (President of the aatoo; she has

dual citizenship)

She continues:

“l sincerely and honestly feel | belong to both cwoies. | have
never felt as a stranger here, probably because Wwbame, Spain
was particularly hospitable with Latin-American demics...By
disgrace, today immigrants are not received witenegl arms...|
define myself as a global citizen or, more pregiseffeel as both
Catalan and Peruvian, | feel as if | belong to hudhts. This is why
| do this voluntary work within this associationwhnt to continue
being in touch with my country and my people, andtdbute with
whatever | can... It is a feeling of amplitude aslif borders are
open. In fact, | have never understood why do diatders exist in
the first place?”

The Alma Peruanawvas founded in 1991 when Peru was coming out
of a cholera epidemic. A small group of Peruviansng in
Barcelona, who were working with the political gattUnited Left”

in Peru and also with a Catalan support committe@eruvian
people, thought of creating this association. Aatthime, the
association started to organise cultural activitidé® dancing
festivals and gastronomic exhibitions in order etlect money and

medicine for Peru. After this, the association kastinued as a
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cultural association, its main objective being freservation and
dissemination of the Peruvian folklore and cultwleroad. At
present, the association registers around 16 actembers and
finances itself through an annual member quota, thedmoney

gathered from its own cultural activities (maindigncing festivals).

The association participates sporadicallyhomeland politicqfor
example, the organisation of the electoral prooafsshe 2006
Peruvian elections together with other Peruvian ignamt
associations and in coordination with the Peruv@nsulate in
Barcelona). In terms afmmigrant politics the association provides
little information to Peruvian immigrants trying tterivate them to
a Peruvian lawyer. In case of immigrant rights aimn, the
association joins up other Peruvian immigrant assions and
sends collective official protest letters to difat human rights
organisations. In these immigrant aspects, theceggm does not
receive any support from home country government

(consulate/embasy).

The association engagestmans-local politicsindirectly via other
immigrant associations. As such, it organises caltfestivals, for
example, together with a sport association cdfleda Alianza Lima
en Barcelonaand the collected money go to particular civigects
in the education area (for example, a football stiar children in

Peru) that are run out by other Peruvian immigeasbciations.
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In terms of transnational immigrant participatidhjngs do not
seem to be too easy for particular immigrant growmp® cannot
travel freely around the world, and if they succéedlo so, they
find themselves trapped in precarious work situegtidor a long
time. Acquiring the Spanish citizenship is stiletmost adequate
option for a free mobility and particular immigragroups like those
coming from the European Union and certain Latinefican
countries (for example, Argentina, Peru, Ecuadtr,) éhat have
special treaties with Spain can obtain it earlemnt most of the non-
European immigrants. Acquiring the Spanish citibgmsbeside the
liberty of movement, gives immigrants the feelingbelonging to

two places, the feeling of being a transnation@en:

“When | had only the Peruvian passport, | could tnatel freely to
almost any place. With the Spanish passport | haware
liberty...the borders are more open for me now. hdbthink state
borders should exist in the first place...We all ddobave the
liberty to move from one place to another. If tlter@omic situation
of my country is not as good as it should be, weukh have the
liberty to change this by moving to other placeshwbetter
economic opportunities... When | first came to Baosoal 18 years
ago, | first lived in an ‘illegal’ situation for the years then, with
the new migration law, | could obtain a resideneemt and, after a
while, the Spanish citizenship. | first worked abausekeeper and
taking care of old people. Then, | worked in a dagtfor seven
years until it closed down and finally in a hoteception. In all
these years, | have improved my educational andegsmnal
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situation. | have all my family here but | feel mifsas a
transnational citizen: | have my heart in Perum a Peruvian
because | love my culture and | try to dissemiriateut | also feel
very much from here, from Barcelona. Economicalliive better

here and this changes a lot of things.” (Presidéttie association)

E) Ecuadorian immigrant associations

The Asociacién Catalana-Equatoriana para la integracignel
bienestarwas founded in 2003 at the initiative of a formeember
of the Associacié d’Equatorians a Catalunydiscontent with this
association, and of other Ecuadorian immigrantse Tinain
objective of the association was to provide usefidrmation, legal
counselling and support to newly arrived Ecuadormmmigrants.
At present, the association registers only twovactnembers in
Catalonia though around 5.000 Ecuadorians haveeat lonce
required support from it. Its main sources of ficanare the
voluntarily contributions from the association’s migers and from
other non-governmental organisations (for instartbe, Spanish
broadcasting COPE]).

The association engages in homeland politics likBprmative
action on the external voting process in collaboratwith the
Ecuadorian Consulate or on home country politicgeneral (for

example, organised discussions on homeland pglidissributing

> COPE orCadena de Ondas Populares Espafidasne of the main national
broadcastings financed almost entirely by the Sa@iatholic church.
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free newspapers likeMi Ecuador directed to Ecuadorian
immigrants). The association participatesnmmigrant politicslike
informative or protest action on immigrant rightsr(instance, the
residence permits; the regularisation process; uiabmarket
discrimination or insertion in collaboration withumermarkets like
Mercadonaor Corte Inglés the mistreat of Ecuadorian immigrants
by the Ecuadorian Consulate and the denouncemehedatter to
the Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, etc.) bwith no support

from home country government.

In terms oftrans-local politicsthe association engages in various
civic projects in home country, especially in tmeaaof health care.
The association recollects each year off-load nieglifrom friends
and sends it to hospitals and health centres iadaru(for example,
in 2005, the association sent medicine in a vafug®00 euros to
three provinces from Ecuador). At the same time, disociation
intermediates the contact between those Ecuadownhnssuffer of
diseases that cannot be cured in Ecuador, andadiped health
centres from Catalonia (for example, in 2005, tlesoaiation
brought seven persons from Ecuador to be curedaial@hia). In
this humanitarian action, the association recestggport from the
Health Department of the Catalan Government thgs gar the

whole treatment.
Apart from these transnational political activifighe association

also tries to disseminate the Ecuadorian cultureutth cultural

exhibitions (the president of the association paimter herself) and
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festivals. In this regard, it maintains strong 8nkith the Cultural
House in Ecuador. The association organises eadr, jie
collaboration with the Spanish broadcasting CORE,delebration
of the Reyes Magogthe Magic Kings) for those Ecuadorian
children living in Catalonia (Barcelona).

The Associacié d’Equatorians a Catalunyeas founded in 1993 at
the initiative of a group of Ecuadorian studentsic& 2000, the
association has enlarged its area of activitiesatdwmore socio-
economic aspects of Ecuadorian immigrants’ intégmainto the
city of Barcelona. Between 2001 and 2003, the aatoo
registered a high increase in the number of its be¥m (around
5.800 members), becoming at that time one of thestmo
representative Ecuadorian immigrant associatiomglay, though
the association registers around 7.200 membersatal@ia, only

around 70-80 of them are real active.

The main sources of finance are an annual memhsaaqi around
15 euros, the money gathered from organised clkstavities, and
the public subventions from Barcelona’s City Htike Catalan local
government, or from financial institution like thmankla Caixa
The association maintains strong links with othermigrant
associations like the Federation of Ecuadorian éigssions in
Madrid, the Ecuadorian association from Vic, themigrant
association Ecuador Llactacary two Ecuadorian immigrant
associations from the United States that promoted dxternal

voting rights in the first place, and non-governmaéorganisations
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like S.0.S Racisme Cataluny@panish charitable religious entities
like Caritas the Catalan civic associatidiiga per la laicitat(the
Laic League), and the Spanish syndicates CCOO aad. JThe
association is a member é®delatinaand of the Federation of
American Associations in Catalonia (FASAMCAT).

The association engages in homeland politics liklorinative
action on home-country national elections and tkteraal voting
process (for example, organising reunions and r@inhel
discussions with political candidates from Ecuadufigrming about
the external voting rights to be exerted for thestfitime in
September 2006), and home country politics in ganéfor
example, distributing newspapers directed to Ecdado
immigrants; organised discussions on diverse issplehome

politics).

In terms of immigrant politics the association involves in
informative and protest action on immigrant riglftsr instance,
legal counselling on immigrant regularisation piseresident
permits, family reunification and corpse repatdati job market
counselling; lawful manifestations like that frold@ against the
train accident in Lorca that ended up with the éf21 Ecuadorian
immigrants in an irregular situation, who were geting all in a
van, or the 2002 manifestation against the ass#g®n of an
Ecuadorian immigrant in the discothequklare Magnum
immigrants’ right to vote, etc.), but with no suppdérom home

country government and quite a cold relationshipthwthe
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Ecuadorian Consulate in Barcelona. Beside thisaiseciation also
organises diverse cultural activities like partezul national
celebrations (the Mother’s Day, the Father’'s Dag, National Day,

and the Christmas Day), cultural and sport festival

The association does not engage in any fornamfs-local politics

the main focus of its interest being, for the motméme migratory
process in Spain. Each Ecuadorian, on an indivibasis, inverts in
properties in Ecuador (land or houses) or senddyfaemittances.
The president of the association acknowledges #ta, collective
level, it is very difficult to develop civic projéxin home country
because of the corruption of Ecuadorian functi@samorking at
the border control and of the public administrationgeneral (for
instance, the association tried to send some bfeathces to
Ecuador that were all confiscated by Ecuadoriandéoicontrol

functionaries).

The Asociacion de Inmigrantes Ecuatorianos en Catalpésa la
Solidaridad y la Cooperacion - Ecuador Llactacamas founded in
2001 as a support group for those immigrants iniraggular
situation who self-confined themselves in a chunchorder to
defend their human rights. At that time, the asstom provided
information and legal counselling in aspects like tegularisation
process, residence permits, voluntary home rettm, in response
to the tough migration policy implemented by theert in power,
Spanish Popular Party (PP). The association stavitdd a non-

hierarchical structure, with no member quotas asdramunitarian
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functioning, registering in short time more tha@OD members. It
has entered, after a while, in a crisis period fitsmbers have
descended to 20 persons) and has extended itstiastito other
issues like immigrant integration, cultural presgion and

solidarity with Peru.

Most of association’s activities are self-finan¢bdough organised
cultural events (collective meals, cultural festsyasport contests,
etc.) while some other projects receive financigdport from local
public administrations (Barcelona’s City Hall) onternational
organisations (the European Union). Since it hanldeunded, the
association has developed four big projects, thstingportant ones
being the following:El Mundo de Coloregthe World of Colours)
that focused on the integration of Ecuadorian inmem¢s in the

socio-cultural life of a neighbourhood from Baraedo the

financing and building of an Internet centre in &dar; and the
organisation of a general reunion in Barcelona waithrEcuadorian

immigrant associations from Spain.

The association engages homeland politicslike informative
action on the external voting right and on homentgupolitics in
general (for example, organised discussions witltigans from
Ecuador; planning the vigilance of the first eleatgrocess abroad
— electoral campaign and voting — together with $panish non-

governmental organisatiokssociacion Libre de Ciudadanos por la
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Democracia ALCD).*® It maintains strong contacts with particular
political parties from Ecuador likeEl Movimiento Indigena
Pachakuti and ElI Movimiento Popular Democrat{®PD).

In terms of immigrant politics, the association ahxes in
immigrant rights defence via non-governmental assions like
S.0.S. Racisme Catalunyand collaborates mainly with Catalan
left-wing parties (Iniciativa per Catalunya, EsqaeRepublicana)
in aspects like social and labour integration ofmigrants or
immigrants’ right to vote. It does not receive asypport from
home-country government (or consulate), but maastatrong links
with international networks like th€aller Nacional de Migracion
(TNM) and Ecuadorian associations from other countrieg th

defend migrants’ rights (immigrants, refugees, ldispd people).

The association engages also tirans-local politics through its
returned members who collaborate with the assocdian diverse
civic projects. These projects are developed mamhye southern
and northern parts of the Quito province/cantorch{itcha) and
focus on education and schools for children ormeproving the life

conditions of poor families living there (for exalmp the

association is still in a process of finding a Sgarbank that could
finance with low interest rates the housing of pBouadorians who

do not have family members abroad).

%8 At the time of the interviewing, the external vagfirights were still in a process
of legalisation that was supposed to end in Oct@nes.

201



When asked about a possible transnational ideatific, the
president of the association considered this aspscsomething
personal. The nation had little importance for himecentuating

instead his ideological orientation:

“I do not consider myself a transnational citizeut lbather an a-
national. | do not have any national identity...| baa passport
because this is compulsory in today’s world, bdiblnot have an
identity from a country in particular and this besa of my
ideological orientation. | am an anarchist andaregido not tell me
anything. For me, the state and the nation are gugiressing

systems.” (President of the association)

F) Moroccan immigrant associations

The Associacio de Treballadors i Immigrants Marroquirss
Catalunyais a branch office of thé&sociaciéon de Trabajadores y
Inmigrantes Marroquies en EspafATIME) that has its central
venue in Madrid. The Catalan association has stadeactivities in
1993 and has an independent status from that inritM&dough it
often collaborates with this. At the time of itsufalation, the
association tried to establish a political partyaorocco, called the
“Left-Wing Democratic Movement” but failed to ach it. The
association directs its activities to the Morocaamigrant working
class in Catalonia. It registers around 600 member€atalonia
(300 in Barcelona) and develops various activitidsected

primarily at the integration of the Moroccan imnagts into the
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Catalan society. It has five employees and its nsoarces of
finance, beside the members’ quotas, are the pubiventions

from Barcelona’s City Hall and the Catalan localgmment.

The association involves lmomeland politicdike homeland human
rights defence (foe example, women and childrerhtsig the
democratisation of the home country) or informatawed protest
action on homeland politics (reunions, roundtablesonthly
newsletters to its members; denouncing the Moro€amsulate in
Barcelona for corruption and immigrant mistreatirejc.). The
association, together with other Moroccan immigrassociations
from France, Holland and Belgium, performs lobbyaugion on the
Moroccan government in order to designate reprasigas from
emigrant communities living abroad in the Moroc&arliament. In
this regard, it plans to organise, at the Europgeaal, an informing
campaign on homeland politics and the externalngotights for

nationals living abroad.

The association also engagesnmmigrant politicslike informative

action on immigrant rights (for example, legal dabbour market
counselling) and other socio-cultural integratiospects, and
immigrant rights defence (for example, a centre kboroccan
immigrants under 18 years old in an irregular situg cases of
immigrant discrimination in the labour market). $ome of these
activities, the association receives support froiverde home-
country non-governmental associations or some ofpogpolitical

parties but not from home-country government
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(consulate/embassy). In the last four years, teecation has been
organising an informative activity in Morocco caléNo mas
muertes en el estrech{dlo more deaths on the seashore) about the
tragic experience of those persons who are foroedlee their

countries.

In terms oftrans-local politics the association has a department of
cooperation and development that coordinates gorimjects in
home country in areas like education/schools, @dppe/children,
local development, etc. In these projects, the aason
collaborates in these projects with the BarceloQatg Hall and the
Catalan Local Government, and also with Moroccann-no
governmental associations (particularly, the braofflte ATIME
Rabat Morocco). It also organises every two ydagether with the
branch office ATIME-Madrid and other regional branaffices, a
conference called “Between Two Cultures” whose ciibje is to
bring together Moroccan and Spanish cultures. Acaécke non-
governmental associations, representatives of thaistvy of
Culture and Education, and also politicians fronthboountries
participate in this conference. The associatiols astintermediary
between various political parties, or between palitparties and

non-governmental associations in home and desimabuntries.

In terms of a transnational (political) identificat, the president of
the association does not feel identify with anyitpal community

though he has a Moroccan nationality and a reselgremit in

Spain:

204



“I belong to Morocco but | do not belong to any ipcal
community. It is more a cultural and religious bejmg: | belong
to the Arab culture, but | do not belong to the btaran political
community. They do not allow me and | also do nahtwo belong
to it. And this is not only my case. | can speakha name of many
members of the ATIME. Here in Spain or in Cataldnigelong to a
community that is called ATIME. | have been workifay a long
time in this association and | plan to continuendahis. | belong to
this association and up to now | am not prepareldetong to any

political community.” (President of the associajion

The homeland civic associatiolsociacion Amigos Pueblo
Marroqui - Itrar®® was founded in 1998 with the objective of
supporting deprived Moroccan towns like Errachidithe
administrative capital of the Meknés-Tafilalet i@yisituated in
north-central Morocco, bordering Algeria. The asaten registers
around 20 members who pay a monthly quota of arduedros.
Other sources of finance are the voluntarily céwiions from
Moroccan Muslim immigrants (the yearly humanitariatebt
Muslims have within the Islamic religion) and theubjc
subventions from the Barcelona’s City Hall, the aa local
government, or Spanish and Catalan banks. Associatreunions
are organised in an establishment donated by soagrarish from

Barcelona.

% Jtran signifies in the Arab language, star that represéime emblem of the
Moroccan national scud. In this way the associatianphasises its strong
connection with Morocco.
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The association does not engage directijhameland politicsbut

rather indirectly via contacts maintained with eais home country
political parties in terms of voting rights for matals living abroad
or the political representation of nationals liviedproad in the
Moroccan parliament. Though at the time of therinewing the

external voting right was still in a stage of lawoject, various
Moroccan political parties (for instance, the Islarmoderate and
radical political parties, the Moroccan Feministrtpp have

contacted with the association to explore to whaerd this could
engage in the organisation of electoral campaigmong the

Moroccan immigrants living in Spain.

In terms ofimmigrant politics the association’s activities are rather
punctual (when somebody asks for help), and incinfmative
and protest action on immigrant rights (for ins&@ninformative
stands and roundtables; legal derivation in terrhsresidence
permits; manifestations and official protest ledferopinion
newspaper articles against immigrant mistreatingstate border
controls or immigrant discrimination in the eduoatsystem). In all
these activities, the association collaborates witier (local or
regional) immigrant associations likbn Batutg Latin American
immigrant associations (from Uruguay, Ecuador, Atge), or
with Spanish syndicates like UGT and CCOO.

The association engages mainlytians-local politicslike various
local civic projects in areas like education (feample, supporting
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the educational programme of various schools fromadhidia;
buying school materials like notebooks, pencilsmpaters, etc;
financing public school transportation and/or thesidence for
students living in remote towns or villages), woreerd children
rights (for example, providing women access torh& promoting
equal education for girls and women) or health (&xample,
providing medicine and medical instruments to wasitiealth care
centres from Errachidia). All these projects aralised in
collaboration with associations of teachers and emtmon-
governmental associations from Errachidia, and emsities and

hospitals from Catalonia.

G) Guineans Equatorial immigrant associations

The Asociacion Cultural Rhombe - Comunidad Ndaves founded
in 1983 at the initiative of Guineans students afoite ethnic
origin, who came to study in Spain (Catalonia), amahted to
preserve and disseminate their culture. The adsmtiaegisters
today around 200 members of the Ndowe commufiilihe main
objective of the association is the interculturatfeange between
the Catalan and Ndowe ethnic communities (for examp
organising Spanish language and African dance esuri
collaboration with Barcelona’s City Hall and the t@an local
government). The association finances itself thhowag member
guota, public subventions from Barcelona’s City IHahd the

 The Ndowe is one of the four tribes that co-exisbuinea Equatorial along the
Fang, Bubis, Anabonese, and Bujeba, and that timebe coast.
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Catalan local government, and voluntarily contridms$ from

Catalan non-governmental organisations and churches

The association engagesimmigrant politicslike informative and
protest action on immigrant rights (for examplegadlecounselling
on the regularisation process; labour market foonatand

insertion; immigrant women discrimination) but witto support
from home country government. In terms lmdmeland politics

there is a group inside of the association thaticages itself to
homeland human rights defence and that maintarnagtcontacts
with opposition political parties in home countijhe association
involves also intrans-local politicslike financial help to young
people from the Ndowe community who want to come stady in

Spain or monetary contributions to civic projectected to Ndowe
infants in the nursing period that are coordindigch Spanish non-

governmental association.

When asked about a possible transnational ideatific, the
interviewer underlines her Guinean identity thostje is aware of
the strong Spanish influence from the time of thparish

colonisation:

“I am a Guinean though | many times joke at my vptake that |
am an exotic Spanish woman. | feel Guinean but laa®panish
citizen. Many of my co-nationals in Guinea feel Sph. My
mother speaks perfect Spanish.” (Founder member thef

association)
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H) Pakistanis immigrant associations

The Federacié d’Associacions Pakistanesos a Catalu(iyaPC)
was founded in 2004 on 14th of August, the Pakidtatependence
Day. The federation includes around 28 Pakistaso@ations, the
majority from Catalonia, and registers around 19€ners who
pay a voluntarily monthly quota. Other sourcesinéiice are the
public subventions from the Barcelona’'s City Haldahe Catalan
bank la Caixa the voluntarily contributions from Pakistani
businessmen who reside in Catalonia and the moatheed from

organised cultural events or activities.

The association maintains strong links with theigtaki Embassy
in Madrid (for example, negotiating for establighia Pakistani
Consulate in Barcelona), the Pakistan Internatichidines (for
example, negotiating for a direct flight from Islabad to
Barcelona), governmental institutions and orgarosat like the
Catalan local government, the Catalan Institute Ifdernational
Cooperation (ICCI), and non-governmental orgarasetilike Fons
Catalans the Muslim Society, the Pakistani Cultural Cen€asa
Asia the Pakistani socio-cultural associatidmmarf® and the
Associacié Cultural Educativa i Social Operativa dgones

PakistaneseACESOP).

®1 The president of the Pakistani Federation is aiember of the socio-cultural
associatiorArman
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The association engages homeland politicslike informative
action on home country politics (for instance, aigad discussions
with Pakistani politicians; the dissemination offelh newspapers in
Urdu with news from home country). It also involvieslirectly in
homeland politics through its members, many of tlitonging to
the Liga Musulmanaa political party that is part of the Pakistani
government. On the other side, immigrants’ familck-home
decide their vote in national elections based enapinion of their

family members living abroad:

“We are sending money to our families back homewso are
somehow seen by them as somebody who can decide thpo

lives.” (President of the association)

In terms of immigrant politics the association involves in
informative and protest action on immigrant rigfits example, the
regularisation process; the residence permits; taenily
reunification; discrimination in the labour markabd education
system; women discrimination; homeland legal doausiéke the
national identification card and passport, etcitero with the
support of the Pakistani Embassy. The associatiantains strong
contacts with the Socialist Spanish and Catalatigga(PSOE and
PSC) in issues like the Catalan autonomous regimmmigrants’

right to vote.

The association does not involve in any forntrahs-local politics
though it is aware that all its members contribote,an individual
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basis, to the socio-economic development of thaintry of origin
not only through family remittances, but also thgbufinancial
support to diverse civic projects. The associagilams to participate
in development and cooperation projects in Pakjskan at the
moment, its possibilities to do so are quite lolweTassociation has
already started to organise regular conferencasotivate people to

invest in Pakistan.

In terms of a possible transnational identificatitime president of
the association recognises that the Pakistani reulis very

connected with the Islamic religion and this doeshelp too much
the integration of Pakistani immigrants into theaigh/Catalan
society. The Pakistani immigrants should firsttyyunderstand and
integrate into the destination society and thenktlm terms of dual
or transnational belonging. From here comes alsordticence in

regard to external voting rights for nationalsniyiabroad.

The Pakistani cultural associatitaara Minhach Al Quoran(e.g.,

the road to peace) was founded in 1996 at theaiivié of a group
of Pakistani immigrants who have been living fomsotime in
Barcelona and wanted to know better the Catalatureyl while
preserving and transmitting their own culture. Tagsociation
registers around 870 members in Catalonia (thohghrtajority of
them reside in Barcelona) and does not belonged-tderation of
Pakistani Associations in Catalonia (FPAC). It has full-time

and three partial-time employees, and around tfoeevolunteers.
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The main sources of finance are the voluntary membeta and
the voluntarily contributions from private sympastus.

The association engageshomeland politicdike informative and
protest action on home country politics (for exampbrganised
discussions with politicians from home country; talsition of
newspapers from home country; defence of exterotwhg rights).
It also maintains strong contacts with and suppoegtgain political
parties from home country (many members of the cason
belong to political parties in home country).

The association also involvesimmigrant politicslike informative
and protest action on immigrant rights (for ins@ndegal
counselling on residence permits and the regulaisgrocess;
labour market counselling and insertion; situationsf
cultural/religious discrimination), but with no qagrt from home
country government. In immigrant issues, the asgine
collaborates with governmental organisations likee tCatalan
Parliament of Religions and other groups of intdigious dialogue
like Barcelona’s Inter-religions Centre and theigieus charity
entity Caritas non-governmental organisations like Red Cross
Catalonia and the Jaume Boffloundation, the Maghreb socio-
cultural association Ibn Batuta the Civic Centres of
neighbourhoods lik&kavaland Ciutat Vellg the Catalan syndicate
USOC, etc.
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In terms oftrans-local politicsthe association finances various civic
projects in areas like health and education thatealised by non-
governmental organisations from home country. Koakends
humanitarian help in cases of natural disastegs filr example, the
2005 earthquake in Pakistan. When asked about sibp®s
transnational political identification, the presi®f the association

was quite sceptical about this:

“We do not have full political rights so it is impsible that we
belong to two political communities. Our community socio-
cultural and religious. | define myself as a Catakitizen of
Pakistani origin because | have got the Spanisteaiship but | live
in Catalonia that is an autonomous Spanish commuwell, in
fact, | would rather say that | am a Catalan Musli(Rresident of

the association)

The Associacié de Treballadors Pakistaneso€atalunya(ATPC)
was founded in the 90s with the objective of suppgr the
integration of Pakistani immigrants into the Catalsociety. It
registers around 300 members in Catalonia (20Canmcdéona), only
men (the Pakistani women have a separate assogjaiod has an
employed secretary. The main sources of financéhargoluntarily
member quotas and the public subventions from Bameés City
Hall and the Catalan local government. The asdoaias not a
member of the Federation of Pakistani Association€atalonia
(FAPC) but belongs instead to théga per la laicitat (The laic
league), a Catalan civic association promoted bserde civic
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entities like syndicates and laic foundations, emdonvention with
the Catalan local government. The association sgeddical
Internet newsletters to its members, with detaitddrmation about

all its activities.

The association engages mainly Immigrant politics like
informative/formative and protest action on immigraights (for
instance, the residence permits and the regulemmsatrocess; the
family reunification; labour market specialisati@nd insertion;
Catalan courses; legal counselling via the Catdfgormation
Centre for Immigrant workers, CITE; immigrant disesination and
human rights violation like life insecurity of Pakani immigrants
in the construction sector, cases of racism, origrants’ right to
vote- the symbolic vote as a form of protest) with support from

home country government.

In all these activities, the association collabesawith Spanish and
Catalan syndicates (CCOO, UGT, USOC), with govemtaie
organisations like the Secretary of Linguistic Pplof the Catalan
Government and th€onsortium for Linguistic Normalisation, the
civic entity Omnium Culturalthat promotes the Catalan language
and identity, the non-governmental associati8®S Racisme
Catalunya the Catalan socio-cultural Foundation Pere Amliac
Spanish left-wing parties like the Spanish Sodia®rkers’ Party
(PSOE) and the United Left (IU), Catalan left-wipagrties like the
United and Alternative Left (EUia) and immigransasiations like
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the Association of Uruguayans in Catalonia, the o&sgion of
Ecuadorians in Catalonia, etc.

The association involves to a lesser exteritameland politicdike
informative and protest action on homeland poli{fics example,
weekly discussions on home country politics; roabtis on
political and human rights issues with academiceepresentatives
from Pakistani syndicates or other associationse likhe
Revolutionary Association of the Women of AfghaarsRAWA;
signing up campaigns and manifestations on aspiesfamily
reunification and bureaucratic consular barriehg hecessity of
establishing a Pakistani Consulate in Barcelonather military
dictatorship in Pakistan). The president of theoaission writes
opinion newspaper articles as a form of protestnagahe military
dictatorship in Pakistan. Two newspapers in Urdwifhy with
news from Pakistan) are distributed periodicallyite association’s
members. Many Pakistani Muslim immigrants, membefrsthe
association, send money, on an individual basis,difterent

political parties in Pakistan via the mosques.

In terms oftrans-national politics the association does not engage
in homeland civic projects, the Pakistani immigsanbeing
accustomed to help individually their own familieack home.
However, in the case of the 2005 earthquake in Kash
administered Pakistan, the association mobilisedrder to send
humanitarian help to necessitated people. A tiznsmal

identification seems quite odd and unrealistic &orgroup that
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encounters normally many legal barriers in termsrights and
participation in home country, and even movemeriveen home
and destination countries. At the same time, palitactivism is
something unknown (or prohibited) for most Pakistemmigrants,
the majority coming from the Pakistani province fabrthat is very

much dominated by the Pakistani state armed forces.

The Associacié Cultural Educativa i Social Operativa rnzs
Pakistaneses (ACESORyas founded in 2005 by a Pakistani
woman with the objective of defending the rightstlod Pakistani
women living in Barcelona and to support their gn&ion into the
Catalan society. The association registers aro@@dniembers, the
majority Pakistani women. It has applied for vasopublic
subventions but did not receive any financial help,it does not
focus on the Catalan language and culture but ratheounseling
Pakistani women in various aspects like educati@alth, women
rights, etc. The President of the association arganall activities
with personal funds. The association maintainsgtimks with the
Federacio d’Associacions Pakistanesos a Catalur(ffaPC),
though it is not part of it, and with various nomgmmental
organizations from Barcelona likéasal dels Infants del Ravalot

Raval Gavina etc.

The association does not engage in any forrhasheland politics
because it does not approve the form of governmmeRakistan. In
terms ofimmigrant politics the association engages in informative

action on women rights and women discrimination tith no
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support from home country government (embassy/datesu The
association involves also itmans-local politicslike humanitarian
help (for example, gathering and sending fundsasecof natural
disasters like the earthquake in Pakistan). A tatgnal
identification or participation results impossilfier a group that
feels marginalized and discriminated not only ® awn country,

but also in the destination country.

I) Senegalese immigrant associations

TheAsociacion Catalana de Residentes Senegalgasgounded in
1988 in support to newcomer Senegalese (receptiomselling
and orientation). The association started alscstistiits members,
in body repatriations to Senegal or immigrant fgmidury in
Senegal. This humanitarian orientation has inctése number of
its members and its annual revenues. Developmehtaoperation
in Senegal have become a central line of actiorhimwitthe
association. The association’s next prospect isestablish a
federation of Senegalese immigrants from differamintries with
the objective of improving the socio-economic cdiodis of
Senegalese immigrants worldwide and of their faasilnd peoples
back home. At present, the association financedf ithrough
member quotas and public subventions from govertehen
institutions like Barcelona’s City Hall, the Catalalocal
government or the Catalan Agency for Internatid@abperation.
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The association engages homeland politicslike informative
action on the external voting process and homelalgttoral
campaigns. It also involves immigrant politicslike informative
action on immigrant issues (for instance, tempordapour
migration, the association acting as an intermgdimtween the
Senegalese and Catalan authorities; syndicategigos terms of
immigrant rights). Immigrant rights defence is drest important
area of action of this association (for instanbe,2006 events from
Ceuta and Melilla when tons of people tried to tliop barbed wire
fences over three meters high, using rudimentaayssimade by
themselves; or Barcelona’s law on civic coexistgnae which it
collaborates with non-governmental organisationke 1iS.O.S.
Racisme, Catalan and Spanish syndicates, Africamignant
associations from Murcia and Alicante or from Belgi France,
and the USA, and other national origin immigrargagsations in
Catalonia or Barcelona like th&ssociation de Mujeres Amazigas
Casal Argenti immigrant associations from Uruguay, Guinea

Equatorial and Magreb.

In terms of trans-local politics the association participates in
various civic projects in home country in arease likducation,
health, local development, etc. The associatioravi@re that a
country’s development is something structural ahdt tpolitical
change is needed in order to perform all theseoseobnomic
improvements. The association defines itself asesloimg broader

than a purely immigrant counselling association:
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“Our association is not something isolated, onlyvisg out

immigrant legal documents. We are something maae this. We
are part of the citizenship from both countries.r @asociation’s
legal status permits us a higher civic implicateomd participation
that allows us to be attentive to everything isgwapng here and
there...”(Secretary of the association)

In personal terms, the secretary of the associalghimes himself as

a citizen of the world:

“I am from Senegal, | migrated to South Africa,nhe France and
now | am here, but maybe tomorrow | go to CanadaA dr back
to Senegal. The world in principle should not hawg barriers: if
goods can circulate freely, why persons cannot li® same?
Moreover, the right to free movement is a basic &ammght though
it is not respected in practice. 1 also define elfysis a Catalan
citizen because | live here, | pay my taxes hei lamave all my
life here. | identify myself totally with Catalonlaut | have my own
cultural identity...l1 am a culturally diverse persamd this means in

fact that | am a rich person.” (Secretary of theoagation)

J) Nigerian immigrant associations

The Asociacion de Nigerianos de Catalufias founded in 1980 at
the initiative of Nigerian students who came todgtun Spain

(Catalonia). Today, the association defends angatgp the rights
and interests of all Nigerians living in Catalonighe association
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registers around 320 members and functions as erdeon of
Nigerian associations in Catalonia. It maintainsksi with the
Federation of Nigerian Immigrant Associations inatBp(Madrid)
and finances itself through voluntarily member @soand public
subventions from Barcelona’s City Hall or the Carallocal
government. It has one employed person that ise¢lcestary of the

association.

The association engagesimmigrant politicslike informative and
protest action on immigrant rights (for examplemigrants’ right
to vote; immigrant discrimination or human rightslation in the
labour market or the education system), or on wieaitether social,
economic, and political aspect of immigrant intéigma into the
Catalan society. In these immigrant integration eatp it
collaborates with the Nigerian Embassy in Madridhwivhich it
also organises each vyear the celebration of theerldig
Independence Day. In terms bbmeland politicsthe association
defends and militates for the external voting sghithile it does not

engage in any from dfans-local politics

K) Cameroonian immigrant associations

The associationAgrupaci6 de Camerunesos i Cameruneses
Residents a Barcelonavas founded in 1985 by a group of
Cameroonian political refugees. Since then, theoaason’'s
members have descended from 50 to 15. At the begnithe
association involved in a series of activities lik@man/immigrant
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rights defence and protest action against homgpafitical regime
and the imprisonment of political dissidents. Tadathe
association’s main objectives are the integratibrCameroonian
immigrants in Barcelona while preserving and dissetmg their
own African culture, and the development of a dyitarof
solidarity between the African immigrants. Its masources of
finance are a member quota of around 30 euros methmand

public subventions from Barcelona’s City Hall.

The association engagesimmigrant politicslike protest action on
immigrant rights in collaboration with non-governmus
associations likeS.0.S RacismeRed Cross Catalonia, and
immigrant associations from Cameroon, Philippinegn&al,
Congo, Morocco, etc., but with no support from hoowntry
government. It also maintains strong contacts @&t supports the
Catalan Socialist Party (PSC). In termshaimeland politics the
association, though it is aware of the authoritarr@gime in
Cameroon, does not take almost any action again@xcept a
slight protest in defence of homeland human rightause of a

feeling of impotence:

“Fro here we can not do anything against this. \Welct write an
article in a newspaper but it would not serve oftaimg. We do not
have the power to do anything. We would like to rdore. For
example, | am a member of a Cameroon organisaignirig for

democracy, but this is an opposition party thahtSgfrom abroad.
The party does not have any legal validity, saitreot do anything
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in Cameroon...Many members of the association bel@nghis
party but there is always a danger to affirm threaly, especially
if you plan to visit or return to Cameroon. | havet been home

since | came, that is 25 years ago.” (Presidetti@fassociation)

The association does not involves in any fornras-local politics
mainly because of a lack of resources. Whateveas$keciation can

gather up goes to the Cameroonian immigrants liinrgarcelona.

The Associacié Cultural Adna Bassaas founded in 1996 as a
cultural association in solidarity with thBassaethnic group. It
registers around 50 members who pay their monttdgnber quota
and collect additional funds from organised cultizaents. The
association focuses mainly on the socio-culturgdgration of the
Bassa ethnic group in Barcelona. It organises egdr and
together with other African associations a cultdestival in order

to disseminate the African (Bassa) culture.

The association engages immigrant politics like informative
action on immigrant rights (for example, legal do&nts and
residence permits; the integration in the labourketa etc.) but
with no support from home country government. Immig of
homeland politicsthe association does not perform any activity, as

it does not agree with the political regime in Canoa:

“We do not carry out any activity in our countrycheise we do not
agree with the political situation in Cameroon.féct, we do not
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approve any political system in Africa.” (Presideof the
association)

4.2 General profile of the sample of immigrant
associations that engage In political

transnationalism

The association does not engage in any forrtrasfslocal politics
though it plans to do so in the nearby future. Ashs it plans to
participate in various development and cooperatajects in
collaboration with the Catalan non-governmental aoigation

acting in Cameron, th&germanament Sense Fronteres

The immigrant associations sampled were formal prodit
associations registered officially in various daisds of the Catalan
local government or the Barcelona’s City Hall. Alese immigrant
associations were located in the metropolitan afe®arcelona.
From the 41 immigrant associations initially sandplé finally
could interview 24. However, how | have mentionedChapter 3,
this is an acceptable level of response taking @otasideration the
impediment of knowing from the beginning which agaton is

still active or not.
From a total of 24 immigrant associations intenaeyw22 of them

(91.7%) engage in some form of political transnaism

(homeland politics, immigrant politics and/or trdaosal politics).
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Only two of them (8.3%), in particular, the PanafAssociation in
Catalonia and the Cameroonian cultural assocididma Bassalo

not involve in any form of political transnatiorst.

Table 4.1 Politically transnational immigrant asso@tions

Frequency | %
No 2 8.3
Yes 22 91.7
Total 24 100

(Personal elaboration)

Twenty-one immigrant associations (87.5%) engagédmeland
politics, eighteen of them (75.0%) in trans-localifics and six
(25.0%) in immigrant politics (see Tables 4.2, dn@l 4.4).

Table 4.2 Homeland politics

Frequency | %
No 3 125
Yes 21 87.5
Total 24 100

(Personal elaboration)
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Table 4.3 Immigrant politics

Frequency | %
No 18 75
Yes 6 25
Total 24 100

(Personal elaboration)

Table 4.4 Trans-local politics

Frequency | %
No 6 25
Yes 18 75
Total 24 100

(Personal elaboration)

Table 4.5 presents the immigrant associations bygoof political

transnationalism these employ. Only four immigrasgociations, in
particular, Red Solidaria Argentina en Barcelongpdacion de
Uruguayos en Catalufia, Casa Charrua and Assodtatelana de
Residents Senegalesos, engage in all three formgobfical

transnationalism (homeland politics, immigrant pcdi and trans-
local politics). The vast majority employ at leaste form of

political transnationalism.
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Table 4.5 Forms of political transnationalism by inmigrant

association

Immigrant associations HP | IP | TLP Pol. Trans.
@) @2 103 4)

Casa Retruco Solidaridad con Argentina yeg N0 yes es y

Red Solidaria Argentina en Barcelona yes yes yes s ye

Grupo de Apoyo a la Central de Trabajadores | yes no | yes yes

Argentinos

Asociacion de Uruguayos en Catalufia yeg yes yes yes

Casa de Uruguay yes ng yes yes

Casa Charrua yes yes yes yes

Asociacion Panamé Cataluia no no no no

Asociacion Cultural Alma Peruana yes np  yes yes

Federacion de Peruanos sin Fronteras yes no yes yes

Centro Peruano de Barcelona yes no vyes yes

Associacié Catalana-Equatorian per a la integrgci@s no | yes yes

i el desenvolpament

Associacié d’Equatorians a Catalunya yes 0O no yes

Asociacion Inmigrantes Ecuatorianos Solidaridgdyes no | yes yes

y Cooperacion -Ecuador Llactacaru

Associacio de Treballadors i Immigrants yes no | yes yes

Marroquins a Catalunya

Asociacion de Amigos del Pueblo Marroqui - Itran sye | no | yes yes

Asociacion Cultural Rhombe yes ng yes yes

Associacid de Treballadors Pakistanesos a yes no | yes yes

Catalunya

Associacid Cultural Idara Minhach Al Quoran yes noyes yes

Federacio d’Associacions Pakistanesos a yes yes | no yes

Catalunya

Associ acid Cultural Educativa i Social Operativa

Dones Pakistaneses (ACESOP) no yes | yes yes

Associacid Catalana de Residents Senegalesos yess | yes yes

Associacid Nigeriana de Catalunya yes yes no yes

Agrupaci6é Cultural Adna Bassa no ng no no

Agrupacié Camerunes Residents a Catalunya yes no  rjoyes

(Personal elaboration)

Note: (1) Homeland politics; (2) Immigrant politid8) Trans-local politics; (4)

Political Transnationalism.

Table 4.6 presents an initial profile of the sampfeimmigrant

associations that engage in some form of politiGaisnationalism.
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Each of the previously selected country is reprieseiby at least
one immigrant association. Though | looked for maxn variation
in the variable type of immigrant association, ulcbnot interview
all the recorded immigrant associations. A low &&on in this
variable does not allow us to make any generalssslmption
though, at a first glance, the predominant type the “social
agencies” (12 of the total 22) that provide le¢mthour, educational
and health counselling, and other services to imanig in
Catalonia (Barcelona), but which are also engagedrpjects,
mainly at a national level, in theihome country. These are
commonly better-funded associations since municia regional
governments usually finance their budget. Examgppear in
Table 4.7 that includes such immigrant associatidees the Red
Solidaria Argentina en Barcelona, Asociacién de glrayos en
Cataluiia, Associacié d’Equatorians a Catalunya, @&s0i6 de
Treballadors i Immigrants Marroquins a Catalunyasséciacio de
Treballadors Pakistanesos a Catalunya, Associacaalana de

Residents Senegalesesc.
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Table 4.6 Profile of immigrant associations that egage in

political transnationalism

Variable Values Freq %
Argentine 3 13.6
Uruguay 3 13.6
Peru 3 13.6
Ecuador 3 13.6
National origin Morocco 2 9.1
Equatorial Guinea 1 4.5
Pakistan 4 18.2
Senegal 1 4.5
Nigeria 1 4.5
Cameroon 1 4.5
Total 22 100
Social agency 12 54.5
Association type Civic 5 227
Cultural 4 18.2
Hometown committee 1 4.5
Total 22 100
Scope of projects (1) Local 1 4.5
Regional 1 4.5
National 13 59.1
Education/schools 10 45.5
Health 9 40.9
Focus of activity (2) Old people/children 5 22.7
Human rights 2 9.1
Local development 6 27.3
Involvement in home country Never 13 59.1
national elections Occasionally 3 13.6
Each national election 6 27.3
Total 22 100
Involvement in diverse civic Never 6 27.3
Occasionally 13 59.1
Yearly 3 13.6
Total 22 100
Members' quotas 17 77.3
Governmental entities 17 77.3
Non-governmental 5 22.7
entities
Sources of funds(3) Private companies 5 22.7
Churches 3 13.6
Cultural activities 10 45.5

(Personal elaboration)
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Note:

(1) Percentages do not add up to 100 because immigssociation may be
engaged in projects at various levels or might metengaged in any type of
project in home country;

(2) Percentages do not add up to 100 because immigssociation may be
engaged in multiple projects in country of origin;

(3) Percentages do not add up to 100 because immigssociation may receive
multiple sources of funds.

Second in importance are the “civic” entities (Stlué total 22) that
pursue an agenda of national scope, based on kgwejects in
their home country. Examples appear in Table 4¢h &1 Casa
Retruco Solidaridad con Argentina, Grupo de Apoyla £entral
de Trabajadores Argentinos, Casa de Uruguay, Casar@a,
Federacion de Peruanos sin Fronterablext are the cultural
associations that attempt primarily to preserve disgeminate their
home culture in the destination country, and whaie lesser
engaged in their home country. Table 4.7 providesmples such as
the Asociacion Cultural Alma Peruana, Asociacion Cugiur

Rhombe, Associacié Cultural Idara Munhach Al Qugoreta.

Hometown committees represent a small minorityhef sample (1
of the total 22) and their scope of action is prnifgdocal. The only
example that appears in Table 4.7 is As®ciacion de Amigos del
Pueblo Marroqui Itran This fact does not surprise us as this type of
association could hardly be highly represented cowntry that has
started to experience massive migration only in |ds decades.
The low variation in the variable type of immigraagsociation is
partly due to this.
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Table 4.7 Examples of politically transnational imnigrant
associations

Type Name Year No. Salaried
found. | memb. | empl.

civic Casa Retruco Solidaridad con Argentina 1983 0 5 0

social Red Solidaria Argentina en Barcelona 2003 4 1

civic Grupo de Apoyo a la Central de 2001 10 0
Trabajadores Argentinos

social Asociacion de Uruguayos en Catalufia 2003 400| O

civic Casa de Uruguay 1978 75 0

civic Casa Charrua 1992 10 0

cultural Asociacion Cultural Alma Peruana 1991 16 0

civic Federacion de Peruanos sin Fronteras 1998 150 0

cultural Centro Peruano de Barcelona 1963 40 0

social Associacié Catalana-Equatorian per a la| 2003 5.000 0
integracio i el desenvolpament

social Associacié d’Equatorians a Catalunya 1993 200. 0

social Asociacion Inmigrantes Ecuatorianos 2001 20 0
Solidaridad y Cooperacion -Ecuador
Llactacaru

social Associacid de Treballadors i Immigrants | 1993 600 5
Marroquins a Catalunya

hometown| Asociacion de Amigos del Pueblo Marroquil998 20 0

committee | - Itran

cultural Asociacion Cultural Rhombe 1983 200 0

social Associacio de Treballadors Pakistanesog 4990 300 1
Catalunya

cultural Associaci6é Cultural Idara Minhach Al 1996 870 5
Quran

social Federaci6 d’Associacions Pakistanesos a 2004 190 0
Catalunya

social Associacié Cultural Educativa i Social 2005 100 0
Operativa de Dones Pakistaneses
(ACESOP)

social Associacié Catalana de Residents 1988 99 0
Senegalesos

social Associacid Nigeriana de Catalunya 1980 320 1

social Agrupacié Camerunes Residents a 1985 15 0

Catalunya

(Personal elaboration)
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Table 4.6 also shows that the prime philanthroiccerns of the
majority of these associations in their home comitresh or
countries is education and health care. Then comeal |
development initiatives (agriculture, water, elaity, employment
and housing), childcare and old people care (orphes and
retirement houses), and human rights defense. Hjerity of these
associations are funded through members’ quotatomrickough
governmental funds (for example, Barcelona’s CitgllH the
Catalan Local GovernmentFons Catala de Cooperacié al
Desenvolupamenttc.) or their own cultural activities (colleativ

meals, folklore or dancing festivals, etc.).

The level of regularity of immigrant associationmsolvement in
this kind of civic and/or philanthropic projectsgsite low which,
according to Portes and his collaborators (200 0ulevimpede us
to draw generalized conclusions about this type pofitical
participation. Table 4.6 shows that only six imraigr associations
(27.3%) involve with regularity in home country aial elections
(40.9% both regularly and occasionally), while onthree
immigrant associations participate each year inemd® civic

projects in home country (72.7% both regularly andasionally).

Fifteen immigrant associations (68.2%) that endaggh regularly
and occasionally in political transnationalism wefeunded
beginning with the 90s, in a moment when economigration to
Spain has started to increase considerably. Onklgrnsef them

(31.8%) were founded before 1990, mostly by immggacoming
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on study reasons lik€entro Peruano de Barcelona, Associacio
Nigeriana de Catalunyaand Asociacion Cultural Rhombe de
Guinea Equatorigl or as political refugees lik€asa de Uruguay

and Agrupacio de Camerunesos i Cameruneses Residents a

Barcelona(see Tables 4.7 and 4.8).

Table 4.8 Year of foundation of transnational immigant
associations

Frequency %
Betwen 1960- 7 31.8
1989
Between 1990- 15 68.2
2006
Total 22 100

(Personal elaboration)

The data on membership (both, regular and occd¥iamdicate
wide dispersal, with associations ranging from adfal of
committed activists (for example, 4 members) todrads and even
mils of members (for example, 7.200 members). Ashsuen
immigrant associations (47.6%) register a relayivahall number
of members (around 100), nine of them (42.9%) tegibetween
101 and 1.000 members, and only two of them (9.5%@articular,
two Ecuadorian associations, register more tha®l1liembers
(see Table 4.9).
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Table 4.9 Number of members (regular and occasionalof
transnational immigrant association$?

Frequency %
Between 1-100 10 47.6
Between 101-1000 9 42.9
Between 1001-8000 2 9.5
Total 21 100

(Personal elaboration)

Only five immigrant associations (22.7%) that ergagpoth,

regularly and occasionally) in political transnatdism such aRed

Solidaria Argentina en Barcelonassociacio de Treballadors i

Immigrants Marroquins a CatalunyaAssociacié de Treballadors

Pakistanesos a CatalunyAssociacié Cultural Idara Minhach Al

Quran and Associacio Nigeriana de Catalunyzave at least one

salaried employee. The seventeen left (77.3%) dohawe paid

staff because of a low monthly budget (see Tahlésdd 4.10).

Table 4.10 Salaried employees

Frequency %
Without salaried 17 773
employees
With salareied 5 227
employees
Total 22 100

(Personal elaboration)

%2 One immigrant association did not provide us arigrmation on the number

of its members.
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In sum, the descriptive hypothesis that immigraessogiations
engage at varying degrees in political transnatismahas been
validated by the results of this research studihdlgh from the 24
immigrant associations interviewed, a majority o (91%)
develop some form of political transnationalism,imhahomeland
politics and trans-local politics, only few of thedo this on a
regular basis. More social associations tend tagagdn political
transnationalism, their focus of interest beinghbatmigrant issues
and home country politics, most of these were fedndfter 1990,
are better-funded associations (mainly with govesntal funds),
and tend to pursue an agenda of national scopedhas several
projects in their home country, particularly in @sdike education
and health.
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5. THE MAIN DETERMINANTS OF THE
POLITICAL TRANSNATIONALISM OF
IMMIGRANT ASSOCIATIONS IN BARCELONA

5.1 Introduction

In this chapter, | integrate both meso and macpagmations of the
transnational political participation of immigraassociations in
Barcelona and examine in depth the effects of th&segroups of
factors. The results of the qualitative analys@rfrChapter 4 are
going to be crosschecked against the results obr@ muantitative
analysis presented in this chapter. | use a tri@atign approach that
will permit me to corroborate or enhance the figdinof this

qualitative research study by using a quantita@velysis (see
Bryman 2001: 447). Nevertheless, this research risnguily

gualitative. Hence, the result of this quantitatarealysis has to be
cautiously interpreted, as the low number of cakess not permit

us to makegeneralised conclusions.

In order to analyse the impact of several deterntgran immigrant
associations’ engagement in political transnatisngl | focus on
two levels of analyses. First, | take into accoonganisational
factors at the meso-level, like the type of immigrassociation,
number of members, year of foundation, sourcesunél$ and the
social network in order to explore their relations withnmgrant

associations’ involvement in transnational politipmactices and
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activities. Second, | consider the effects of salverontextual
factors at the macro-level, like the political oppaity structure
and the level of socio-economic development of haoentry in
order to explain immigrant association’s engagenienpolitical
transnationalism. Finally, | will summarise theegffs of the main
factors through a multivariate empirical model fonmigrant

association’s engagement in political transnatisnal

In this chapter, | employ several statistical teghas to measure
the degree of association between the dependeniabiear
(immigrant associations’ engagement in politicahgnationalism)
with its different ways of being operationaliseddahe meso- and
macro-level explanatory variables. The specificet/pf techniques
applied will depend on the nature of both the exalary variables
(categorical or of continuous -though bounded-rgtuand the
dependent variable, sometimes treated as dummagblarior each
of the categories (immigrant politics, homelanditpzd and trans-
local politics) and, in other cases, as an ordivatiable that

includes all categories.

The following quantitative examination of the daththis study
consists of both bivariate and multivariate anayderst, in the
bivariate empirical analyses, | will use cross-tabans,
comparison of means and correlations. In this c#ss, type of
analyses is relatively important having so few obsgons (N =
24). Second, in the multivariate analyses, as #dpeddent variable

is measured as a continuous variable, | will agplyordinary least-
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squares (OLS) regression. Nevertheless, it is waothing that the
sample of immigrant associations is very small arain dealing
with several independent variables. This implieat tthere is a
danger of rejecting hypotheses due to the lack tatistical
efficiency, when these hypotheses in reality cdubtt something
of truth. Therefore, caution is needed when intipg the results

of the multivariate analyses.

5.2 Meso-level determinants of immigrant
associations’ engagement in political

transnationalism

In this section, bivariate analyses of theselevel determinants of
immigrant associations’ engagement in politicainsraationalism
are presented. The following variables are intredudnto the
analyses: type of immigrant association, numbemembers, year
of foundation, sources of funds and the social ndis: Before
discussing the results of the bivariate analysesll lexplain how |

measured the dependent variable.

As mentioned before, the operationalisation of theriables
determines the selection of the statistical tealeggof analysis. In
this study, | use two forms of measurements of diependent
variable. On the one hand, | measure the dependeatble on an
ordinal scale that goes from O to 3. The valueshef dependent
variable, level of immigrant associations’ engageina political

transnationalism, are obtained by summing up thenbaur of
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transnational political activities and practicestttan association
might perform. There are three possible types ahdnational
political practices and activities (immigrant pmd, homeland
politics and trans-local politics) so, the valuéshis variable range
from O to 3, where “0” represents the minimum vadunel “3”, the

maximum value.

On the other hand, in order to observe the relatmtween specific
types of transnational political practices and\aiigis (immigrant
politics, homeland politics, trans-local politicsand certain
independent variables, | create dummy variablesetmwh type of
organisational political transnationalism, wheré fépresents the
existence of a certain type of political transnagilism and “0”, the
absence of this form of political transnationalism.

One of the main hypotheses of this thesis is that type of
immigrant association (civic, hometown committeecial or
cultural) might influence immigrant associationsigagement in
transnational political practices and activitiesheT theoretical
expectations are that particular types of immigess#ociations tend

to perform more transnational political activity.

As mentioned in Chapter 2, recent empirical studiesmmigrant
communities in the United States suggest that tadgminant type
of immigrant organisations involved in transnatioaetivities are
the civic entities that pursue an agenda of natiscape, based on

several projects in their home country. Secondmpdrtance are
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hometown committees whose scope of action is piiynlacal and

next are the so-called social agencies that provualth,

educational, and other services to immigrants,viduich are also
engaged in their home country. Transnational palitorganisations
are rather a minority and they are represented gnpamticular
immigrant groups (see Portesal, 2007).

In order to explore the relation between differigpies of immigrant
associations and their transnational political \aetn, | use the
analysis of variance Anova that compares the meainghe
transnational political activity scale among theurfotypes of
associations (civic, social, cultural and hometamesmmittee). This
analysis allows me to measure if one particulae tgp immigrant
association engages more than the others in m@litic

transnationalism.

The null hypothesis is that there are no differenicethe level of
engagement in political transnationalism betweenfdur types of
immigrant associations g¢dui1 = po = pz = pgy. The alternative
hypothesis is that there are some differences legiviee means.

The results are presented in Table 5.1.
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Table 5.1 Political Transnationalism by type of imnigrant
association

Mean Std. Deviatign N
Social 2 0,74 12
Hometown |2 , 1
Committee
Cultural 1,33 1,03 6
Civic 2,2 0,45 5
Total 1,88 0,8 24
F 1,39 n.s

(Personal elaboration)
Note: ** significant at the level of 95%; *signiimt at the level of 90%; n.s = not
significant

As we can see in Table 5.1, the mean differencegdea the four
groups of immigrant associations are very small amd not
statistically significanf® Hence, there do not seem to exist any
relation between the type of immigrant associatiod the level of

its engagement in political transnationalism.

Though the descriptive analysis presented in Chdpp®ints out to
a predominance of social entities that provide owmi social
services to immigrants in the destination countrywhich are also
involved in civic projects in home country, the &iate quantitative
analysis does not indicate any relation between type of
immigrant association and immigrant associationsvvel of
engagement in political transnationalism. Thesellteontradict
the findings of previous studies on immigrant oigations’

engagement in transnationalism (Portts al, 2007). From a

%3 Complete statistical analyses are available tortleeested reader.
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theoretical point ofview, the lack of a causal mechanism that could
explain the relation between the two variables e@ses the
strength of this hypothesis. Future investigatiaresneeded in order

to test and maybe reformulate this hypothesis.

Moreover, an alternative bivariate analysis throwgintingency
tables also corroborates that there is no reldiegiween the type of
immigrant association and immigrant associatiomgjagement in
various forms of political transnationalism. Inghiase, | took into
consideration the dependent variable with its thdemensions
(immigrant politics, homeland politics, trans-locpblitics) that
were recoded into three dummy variables. The fomnedsions of
the independent variable type of immigrant assmmaisocial,
civic, hometown committee and cultural) were alsgoded into
four dummy variables. Nevertheless, we have toewi@us when
affirming that there is no relation between these variables. As
mentioned in Chapters 2 and 3, there is little ataon in the
variable type of immigrant association, hometowmuuottee being

the lowest represented one in the sarfible.

®Due to the fact that immigration to Spain is stillelatively new phenomenon, it
is hardly possible to expect a high variation ia tipe of immigrant associations.
Moreover, a significant number of hometown commeittewhich are associations
completely oriented toward the country of origig,léss probable to exist in a
relatively ‘young’ immigration country. If we exalle hometown committees
(due to the low number of cases) from the varigjghe of immigrant associations
and perform again an analysis of variance, thdtseedo not change. The variable
type of immigrant association does not seem taanfte immigrant associations’
engagement in political transnationalism.
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Next, | have run a bivariate analysis (in this caserrelation
analysis) between other organisational variables tihe number of
members, the year of association’s foundation,her iumber of
salaried employees, and the dependent variable, letel of
immigrant association’s engagement in polititensnationalism.
As we can see in Table 5.2, none of these relatoastatistically
significant. Neither the number of members, ribe year of
foundation, nor the number of salariethployees seem to influence
the engagement of immigrant associations in palitic

transnationalisnf.

Table 5.2 Correlations between the index of polital
transnationalism and several explanatory variables

Index of political
transnationalism

Number of members -0,146 n.s
(0,507)

Year of association’s foundation -0,116 n.s
(0,588)

Number of salaried employees 0,118 n.s
(0,583)

(personal elaboration)

Note: ** Significant at the level of 99% * signifimt at the level of 95% and +
significant at the level of 90%.

Another meso-level determinant is the sources ofigu This is a
nominal variable that takes six values: members’otas
governmental entities, non-governmental entities rivage

companies, churches, and associations’ own cultactvities. In

% A good appreciation of the relationship betweermigrant associations’
engagement in political transnationalism and thmlmer of salaried employees is
very much impeded by a low variation in the valaéthis last variable. Very few
associations dispose of sufficient funds to empldgitional personnel.
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order to run an analysis of variance Anova, | hea@ded the six
dimensions of the independent variable into six oynvariables,
while the values of the dependent variable viaoyn 0 to 3. In this
case, there seems to be a positive relation betwibese
associations that receive governmental funds aedetel of their
engagement in political transnationalism (see T&h®. In other
words, it seems that those associations that recgdvernmental
funds are more prone to engage in some form oftigali

transnationalism.

Table 5.3 Political transnationalism by sources diunds

Mean Std. N
Deviation
No 1,29 0,95 7
governmenta
funds
Governmentg2,12 0,6 17
funds
Total 1,88 0,8 24
F 6,74**

(Personal elaboration)
Note: ** Significant at the level of 95%, *Signifinit at the level of 90%, n.s= not
significant

In order to examine if this relation is been givien all types of
political transnationalism or only for some specines, | realised a
more precise analysis through contingency tablastréduced in
this analysis the three forms of transnationalisecoded into
dummy variables and the six dimensions of the ieddpnt
variable, also recoded into dummy variables. Thaulte suggest
that those associations that receive governmeniadisf tend to

engage particularly in homeland politics and imrargipolitics (see
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Table 5.4 and Table 5.5). Trans-local politics doet seem to be
an immigrant association activity financed throyghblic funds.
These findings were quite foreseeable, since govental entities
or agencies woulgarticularly finance those events or activities tha
have to do more with immigrants’ situation in thestination

country.

Table 5.4 Homeland politics by governmental funds

Sources of funds
(governmental local/region
entities)
no yes Total
Count 3 0 3
no Row 42,9%** 0%** 12,5%
percentages
Adjusted 2,9 -2,9
Hor_‘ngland Residual
Politics Count 4 17 21
Row 57,1%** 100%** 87,5%
yes percentages
Adjusted -2,9 2,9
Residual
Total count 7 17 24
Pearson Chi-(8,327**
Square
Cramer's V. |0,589**

(Personal elaboration)
Note: ** Significant at the level of 95%, *Signifinit at the level of 90%, n.s= not
significant

246



Table 5.5 Immigrant politics by governmental funds

Sources of funds
(governmental local/region
entities)
no yes Total
Count 7 11 18
no Row 100% 64,7% 75%
percentages
_ Adjusted 1,8 -1,8
Immigrant Residual
Politics Count 0 6 6
Row 0% 35,3% 25%
yes percentages
Adjusted -1,8 1,8
Residual
Total count 7 17 24
Pearson Chi-|3,29*
Square
Cramer'sV |0,37*

(Personal elaboration)
Note: ** Significant at the level of 95%, * Signifant at the level of 90%, n.s.=
not significant

Another important explicative variable of this reseh study is
immigrant associations’ social networks. As mergmnn Chapter
2, many immigrants soon become aware that livinthénadvanced
world is not going to improve too much their soa@ald economic
status. To overcome the situations of discrimimatand social
exclusion that destination society reserves thi@y must activate
their networks of social relationships. Here, | a@#pfrom the
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theoretical assumption that transnational actisitiell follow the
same network-building migration logic and that abcietworks of
transnational immigrants would be as durable andeswe as
immigrant social networks. The larger or more difft the
proposed transnational project is, the strongerstial networks
required to uphold it (Portes and Bach, 1985; Masteal, 1997,
Portes, 1997; Guarnizt al, 2003)

The prediction is that, regardless of immigrant oaggions’
motivations for engaging in political transnatiaeai, the latter will
be conditioned by the size and spatial scope of igrant
associations’ networks. As more extended and dlyatieversified
social networks are, as higher immigrant associatiengagement
in transnational political practices and activitiebhe absolute
number of an association’s ties represents the arktgize, while
the spatial scope is measured by the ratio of 6&tmen
association’s contacts, including those abroathdse in the city of

residence (see Guarnistb al, 2003).

The null hypothesis here is that there is no linassociation
between the level of immigrant associations’ engayd in

political transnationalism and the size and/or scop their social
networks. The alternative hypothesis is that laigee) and more
spatially diversified (scope) social networks irage immigrant
associations’ chances for engaging in politicalosctacross state

borders.
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I run out a correlation between the variables sine scope of
immigrant associations’ social networks, and thexigagement in
political transnationalism. The value of the caatign coefficient
(0,41) indicates us some kind of positive relatiatatistically
significant at a significance level of 0.05, betwethe size of
immigrant associations’ social network and theigayement in
political transnationalism. Larger social netwodeem to increase
immigrant associations’ chances for engaging in itipal

transnationalisni®

Table 5.6 Immigrant associations’ political transnaionalism by
size and spatial scope of their social networks

Index of Political Transnationalism

The spatial scope of |0,02 n.s.
immigrant association'0,931)
social networks

The size of immigrant [0,411**
association's social  |(0,046)
networks

N 24

(Personal elaboration)
Note: ** Significant at the level of 95%, *Signifinit at the level of 90%, n.s= not
significant

However, as we can see in Table 5.6, the scopéerspatial
diversification of immigrant associations’ sociatworks does not
seem to influence their engagement in politicahgreationalism.

The fact that these networks might be more locamore out of

% The values of the variable immigrant associatigusiitical transnationalism
range from 0 to 3.
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town do not seem to have any effect on the politcdivism of

Immigrant associations across state borders.

In Chapter 2 of this thesis, | dealt with anothaportant research
guestion that is: are there any patterned diffexgracross different
national origin immigrant associations in the imsde and forms
adopted by immigrant political transnationalism? rAentioned in
Chapter 2, recent empirical data suggest that riedimnal
organisations and activism vary among differentiomal origin
immigrant groups, in part, because of the entrarideome country
governments in the transnational field and the gudi that they
have so far implemented (Poretsal, 2007).

The sample of this study presents a high variationthe
national/ethnic origin of immigrant association®y & grouped
immigrant associations on the continent of oridiatin Americans,
Africans and Asians) in order to test if there @mme relation
between the national/ethnic origin of immigrant cesations and
their engagement in political transnationalism. Analysis of
variance between the independent variable immigrasbciations’
continent of origin and the dependent variableellef immigrant
associations’ engagement in political transnatisnal shows us
that, although thd.atin American immigrant associations seem to
present a higher level of transnationalism, ther@o statistically

significant association between these two varial{ese Table
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5.7)¥ The higher engagement of Latin American immigrant
associations in political transnationalism seerheexplained more
by the higher level of political opportunity struct in these
countries, in particular, more state-led policiexl gorogrammes

toward emigrants living abroad.

Table 5.7 Political transnationalism and the politcal
opportunity structure in home country by continent of origin

Political Transnationalism| The political opportunity
structure in home country

Mean Std. Deviation Mean Std. Deviation N
Latin Americans| 2 0,82 2,38 0,65 13
Africans 1,71 0,95 1,71 0,76 7
Asians 1,75 0,5 1 0 4
Total 1,88 0,8 1,96 0,81 24
F 0,33 n.s 7,97**

(Personal elaboration)
Note: ** Significant at the level of 95%, *Signifinit at the level of 90%, n.s= not
significant

As mentioned in Chapter 2, Latin American governtsemave
adopted a wide range of programmes and policieartwmigrants
living abroad such as: reforming ministerial andsidar services to
be more responsive to emigrant needs; investmditiggodesigned
to attract and channel economic remittances; grgntdual

citizenship or nationality, the right to vote fraabroad, or the right

7 A more precise analysis through contingency tab&tseen the three forms of
transnationalism recoded into dummy variables, #ra variable “continent”

disclosed in its three dimensions and these recateddummy variables also
shows that there is no relationship statisticalign#icant. The results are
available to the interested reader.
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to run for publicoffice; extending state protections or services to
nationals living abroad that go beyond consularvises;
implementing symbolic policies designed to reinboremigrants’
sense of enduring membership) (see Levitt and @ekesa, 2003).

In the next section, | will analyse the macro-ledeterminants of

iImmigrant associations’ engagement in politicahsraationalism.

5.3 Macro-level determinants of immigrant
associations’ engagement in political

transnationalism

The main causal hypothesis of this thesis is thdtigher the level
of political opportunity structure in home countrgs higher
immigrant associations’ engagement in politicahsraationalism.
As mentioned in Chapter 2, collective action peohites when
people achieve access to necessary resourcesapimg from their
habitual submissiveness and find the opportunityuse them.
Collective action also increases when people feelaten by costs
that cannot bear or that came against their sehgestice (Kriesi,

1995; Kriesiet al, 1992; Koopmans, 1992; McAdaet al, 1996;

Tarrow, 2004).

The concept of political opportunity structure (POl&as been
defined in social movement literature as a conjumecof factors or
opportunities, many of them related with the poditi context in

which actors have to act, that enhances collectaction
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(Koopmans, 1999: 97, 100). Institutionalist litera has explained
the variations in immigrant politics as an outcoofi¢he interaction
between a group’s resources (human, social andraultapital)
and the institutional opportunity structure (IO8att has to do with
the character of state elites, governmental buragsjand the party
system (Schrover and Vermeulen, 2005). As prewoosntioned
in Chapters 2 and 3, the composite scale-index diitiqal
opportunity structure has been constructed dempftom the three
dimensions of the concept of political opporturstgucture in home
country for emigrants living abroad: 1) the levdl feedom in
home country; 2) formal political rights for nataa living abroad
(dual citizenship, external voting rights); 3) stéd policies
directed at emigrants living abroad. The valueshed index goes
from 1 to 3, where: “1” is “low political opportutyi structure”; “2”
is “moderate political opportunity structure”; arf@” is “high

political opportunity structure®

Bivariate analyses between various forms of imnmmgra
associations’ political transnationalism (homelangolitics,
immigrant politics and trans-local politics) anca: tlevel of political
opportunity structure in home country give us thalofving

results®® First, there seems to be a statistically signifigamsitive

% For more accurate aspects on the operationalisatichis variable and the
construction of the index of political opportungtfructure, see Chapters 2 and 3.
%9 Again, the three dimensions of the variable immigrassociations’ political

transnationalism (immigrant politics, homeland ficdi, trans-local politics) are
recoded into dummy variables, while the variabkeleof political opportunity

structure in home country is ordinal and takesehvalues: 1 for low, 2 for
medium and 3 for high.
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relation between those immigrant associations thagage in
homeland politics and the level pblitical opportunity structure in
the country of origin. In other words, as highez tavel of political
opportunity structure in home country, as highermigrant
associations’ implication in homeland politics. Netheless, at a
confidence level of 95%, we can confirm that oflgge immigrant
associations whose members come from countriesanitiw level
of political opportunity structurdave a higher probability for not

engaging in homeland politics (see Table 5.8).

Table 5.8 Homeland politics by level of political pportunity
structure in home country

The political opportunity
structure in home country

low | medium high Total
Count 3 0 0 3
no |Row percentages 37,5%0% 0% 12,5%
*
Std. Residual 2 1,1 -0,9
Count 5 9 7 21

Row percentages 62,5% 100% 100% 87,5%
Homeland |yes

Politics Std. Residual -0,8 0,4 0,4

Total count 8 9 7 24
Pearson Chi—SquaL@:SG**

Cramer's V 0,54**

Note: ** Significant at the level of 95%, *Signifinit at the level of 90%, n.s= not
significant
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Second, there is no statistically significant relat between

Immigrant associations’ engagement in immigranitigsl and the

level of political opportunity structure in home urdry. Instead,

there seems to be a statistically significant aoditive relation

between those associations that perform trans-joalgics and the

level of political opportunity structure in the cedty of origin.

Moreover, as higher the level of political oppoiturstructure in

home country, as higher the implication of immidgrassociations

in trans-local politics (see Table 5.9).

Table 5.9 Trans-local politics by level of politich opportunity
structure in home country

The political opportunity

structure in home country

low | medium high Total
no Count 4 2 0 6
Row percentages| 50% 22,2% 0% 25%
Std. Residual 1,4 -2 -1,3
Trans-local  |YES Count 4 7 7 18
. Row percentages| 50% 77,8% 100% 75%
Politics
Std. Residual -8 1 ,8
Total count 8 9 7 24
Pearson Chi-Square 5,04*
Cramer's V 0,46*

Note: ** Significant at the level of 95%, *Signifinit at the level of 90%, n.s= not

significant
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Another important hypothesis of this thesis is thatlevel of socio-
economic development of home country influencesitivesy

immigrant associations’ engagement in politicahsraationalism.
In other words, as lower the socio-economic levfetl@velopment
of home country, as higher immigrant associati@rgjagement in
political transnationalism (in particular, in tralegal politics). As
mentioned in Chapters 2 and 3, the level of soc@memic
development of home country is measured through Hhenan

Development Index (HDI).

Empirical evidence suggests that immigrants’ anchéacountry
counterparts’ initiatives might possess the couh&gemonic
potential to the contemporary processes of globabliberal
capitalism. While the latter leads to increasingqualities among
and within nations and remains largely indifferéatthe causes
behind the massive movements of people from thé&lSouth to
the North, the activities of hometown committeesd aother
immigrant organisations/associations strongly seeélleviate this
situation (see Portest al, 2007). Many immigrant associations
abroad whose members maintain strong emotionalwits their
hometowns support the respective communities andrae local
development projects, with considerable politicatplications,
through collective (socio-economic and political}rategies.
Transnational activities among immigrant organati possess

sufficient weight to affect the development progpeaf localities
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and regions and to attract the attention of homenty
governments (see Guarniebal, 2003; Portest al, 2007).

The results of the bivariate analyses between ¢kel lof socio-
economic development of home country and the tlioems of
political transnationalism (homeland politics, ingrant politics
and trans-local politics) suggest the followffdrirst, there is no
association between the level of socio-economiceldgwment of
home country and immigrant associations’ engagemant

immigrant politics or homeland politics.

Second, there seems to exist a statistically sagmf positive
relation between those immigrant associations preaform trans-
local politics and the level of socio-economic depenent of their
country of origin. Nevertheless, at a confidencesleof 95%, we
can confirm that only those immigrant associatimh®se members
come from countries with a low level of socio-ecomo
development have a higher probability for not emgggn trans-
local politics (see Table 5.10). The initial hylpesis does not seem
to be validated by the results of this analysispatrary hypothesis
being instead partially confirmed that is: hgher the level of
socio—economic development in home country, asenighmigrant

associations’ engagement in political transnatisnal

" The three dimensions of the variable immigrantitipal transnationalism
(immigrant politics, homeland politics, trans-locpblitics) are recoded into
dummy variables, while the variable level of soemmnomic development in
home country is ordinal and takes the followinguesl: 1 for low, 3 for medium
and 3 for high.
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Table 5.10 Trans-local politics by level of socioeenomic

development

The level of socio-economic
development in home country
low medium high Total
Count 3 2 1 6
no Row percentages| 75% | 15,4% 14,3%| 25%
Std. Residual 2,0 -7 -,6
Trans-local Count 1 11 6 18
. yes Row percentages| 25% 84,6% 85,7% 75%
politics
Std. Residual -1,2 A4 3
Total count 4 13 7 24

Pearson Chi-Squaj@4**

Cramer's V 0,51**

(Personal elaboration)

Note: ** Significant at the level of 95%, *Signifinit at the level of 90%, n.s= not

significant

In sum, the level of political opportunity struatuin home country

and also the level of socio-economic developmeritoshe country

seem to affect positively immigrant associationsgagement in

political transnationalism, though this influensemuch clear in the

case of a lack of these two contextual factorother words, those

immigrant associations whose members come from poontries

and with low levels of political opportunity struce are less prone

to engage in political transnationalism. Hence, data analysis
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seem to indicate that both factors, particularky kvel of political
opportunity structure in home country, are necgssanditions but
not sufficient for immigrant associations’ engagemis political

transnationalism.

5.4 Multivariate analysis of immigrant associations

engagement in political transnationalism

| turn now to discuss the results of the multiviaianalysis.
However, before presenting the results, it is ingodr to remark
that this analysis suffers from a numerical emplrignitation that
has to do with statistical efficiency. My objectiviere is to test
whether immigrant association’s engagement in ipalit
transnationalism vary according to sommese and macrclevel

determinants. Since | have only 24 observations3amlependent
variables plus the constant, we can talk aboupgcdy case of few
degrees of freedom. Accordingly, the estimatiorssented in this

section may be relatively inefficient.

Keeping all these caveats in mind, the inferenbat ¢an be drawn
from these results have to be cautiously interprebeit they are
nevertheless interesting enough to be worth comngeniThe
objective is to compare how thmese and macrclevel factors
relate with the dependent variable. Table 5.11 ides/the results
of the multivariate analyses based on an ordinagstl square
estimation. | excluded those variables that inkilvariate analysis

displayed less. Hence, the independent variablasidered in the
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model are the following: the size of immigrant asabons’ social
networks (organisational omeselevel variable), the political
opportunity structure in home country (contextualnmacrolevel
variable) and the level of socio-economic developim& home
country (contextual ormacrclevel variable). The dependent
variable, the level of immigrant associations’ eggaent in
political transnationalism, is measured on an @idgtale that goes

from O to 3.

Table 5.11 Predicting immigrant associations’ engagnent in
political  transnationalism by meso- and macro-level
determinants. OLS regression.

Political
transnationalism

Size of immigrant association’s social  |,048*

networks (,024)
Political opportunity structure in home  |,451**
county (,175)
Level of socio-economic development in|,069 n.s.
home country (,213)
Constant 32
(,515)
F 4,81 (Prob > F=,011)
R-squared 42
Adjusted R-squared ,33
S.E.E. ,65
N 24

(Personal elaboration)
Note: ** Significant at the level of 95%, *Signifinit at the level of 90%, n.s= not
significant

First of all, we can notice that the value of R-&gu(that is the

proportion of variance in the dependent variablat tban be
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predicted from the independent variables) is o20@eaning that
approximately 42% of the variability of the levet mnmigrant

associations’ engagement in political transnatisnalis accounted
for by the variables in the model (see Table 5.Thge adjusted R-
Square indicates that about 33% of the variaboitythe level of
immigrant associations’ engagement in politicahsraationalism is
accounted for by the model, even after taking iatwount the

number of predictor variables in the model.

With a p-value of 0,011 (99,9% level of confidendke model is
statistically significant. Accordingly, the groupwariables - size of
immigrant associations’ social networks, level oblitcal
opportunity structure in home country and leveko€io-economic
development of home country - could be used talpgfipredict the
level of immigrant associations’ engagement in tall

transnationalism

For the variable size of immigrant association€iglonetworks, the
coefficient 3=0,048) is statistically significant at the leveél39D%,
whereas for the variable level of politicapportunity structure in
home country the coefficienp£0,451) is significant at the level of

™ The standard error of estimate shows us how muelvalue of the dependent
variable can fluctuate in-between the minimum dmdrhaximum. In other words
it gives us an indication of how the observatiome distributed along the
regression line, or a prediction of the accuracthefmodel. If the standard error
of estimate is lower than half of the mean of tepehdent variable, this indicates
a fairly good model. In this case, the mean of tlependent variable is
approximately 1,88, so half of it would be 0,94.nide, the standard error of
estimate is approximately 0,65, which is lower thz84.
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99%. Hence, these two independent variables argfisant being
the latter, the political opportunity structure home country, the
most important predictor. The coefficient for thevel of socio-
economic development of home countr$=@,069) is not

significant.

From the coefficients’ table (Table 5.11), we césoanotice which
are the values for the regression equation in otdepredict the
dependent variable from the independent varialiles.regression
equation expressed in terms of the variables usddis model is

the following:

Immigrant associations’ level of engagement in tpall
transnationalism Predicted = 0,32 + 0,048*size woifmigrant
associations’ social networks + 0,45*level of goét opportunity
structure in home country + 0,069*level of soci@®omic

development of home country

These estimates inform us about the relationshipvden the
independent variables and the dependent varidhl@ther words,
these estimates reveal the amount of increase enldiiel of
immigrant associations’ engagement in politicainsraationalism
that would be predicted by 1-unit increase in tredfctor.

The coefficient (parameter estimate) for the siZeinomigrant

associations’ social networks is: 0,048. Hence, dgery unit

increase in the size of immigrant associations’iadagetworks, a
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0,048-unit increase in the level of immigrant assoons’
engagement in political transnationalism is prestictin other
words, for every increase of one percentage pdirih@ level of
immigrant associations’ engagement in politicahsraationalism,
the size of immigrant associations’ social netwaskgredicted to
be higher by 0,048.

The coefficient (parameter estimate) for the leweél political

opportunity structure in home country is: 0,45. eenfor every
unit increase in the level of political opportungfructure in home
country, the level of immigrant associations’ ergjagnt in
political transnationalism is predicted to be Outbts higher. This
is significantly different from 0. The coefficien{parameter
estimate) for the level of socio-economic developmef home
country is: 0,069. Hence, for every unit increasethe level of
socio-economic development of home country, theelleof

immigrant associations’ engagement in politicahsrationalism is
predicted to be 0,069-units higher.

In conclusion, from the estimates above, we carlode that from

the three independent variables, the one whicluenttes more the
dependent variable (level of immigrant associatiengagement in

political transnationalism) is the variable levelf @olitical

opportunity structure in home country.

Summing up, the above quantitative analyaifhough it has been

realised with a relatively small number of casess helped us to

263



enhance and corroborate the results of this qtisBtaesearch
study. First, among almeselevel variables introduced in the
analyses, the only one that seems to influence grant
associations’ engagement in political transnatignalis the size of
their social networks. Larger social networks sewmincrease
immigrant associations’ chances for engaging in itipal
transnationalism. However, the type of immigransoasation, a
variable that appeared to be significant in thecdpsve analysis,
does not seem to influence the political transmafiem of
immigrant associations. There is also a positivatien between
governmental funds and immigrant associations’ gegeent in
political transnationalism. Those associations thedceive
governmental funds tend to engage particularlyoméland politics
and immigrant politics. Trans-local politics doest 8eem to be an
immigrant association activity financed through lpubunds, an
aspect that comes to indicate a low implicatiorthef destination
country in socio-economic and political aspectsimfmigrants’

country of origin.

Second, the twomacrolevel factors, the level of political
opportunity structure in home countrgnd the level of socio-
economic development of home country, seem to enite
positively immigrant associations’ engagement in litical

transnationalism. Nevertheless, this empirical enat is much
clear when these two variables take the lowestevaln other
words, those immigrant associations whose membemse cfrom
poor countries and with low levels of political @pfunity structure
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seem to be less prone to engage in political taremalism. Both
factors, particularly the level of political opponity structure in
home country, act as necessary conditions but aficient for

immigrant associations’ engagement in politicahsraationalism.

Third, from the three independent variables tesied the
multivariate analysis (the size of social networkise level of
political opportunity structure in home country and the level of
socio-economic development of home country), the thrat seem
to influence more the dependent variable (the l@feéimmigrant
associations’ engagement in political transnatiengl is the level
of political opportunity structure in home countfhese results
come to reinforce the main hypothesis of this thésat is as higher
the level of political opportunity structure in hentountry, as
higher immigrant associations’ engagement in aliti

transnationalism.
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6. CONCLUSIONS

This thesis has addressed two fundamental questionshe
transnational migration research field: whethenat all immigrant
associations in Barcelona engage in political matisnalism? And
which are the main determinants of immigrant asgmois’
transnational political activism? The first resdmmuestion has
focused specifically on the comparison of differatggrees of
transnational political engagement among variousmignant
associations in Barcelona. First, 1 have exploredmmigrant
associations in Barcelona engage in transnatiooldlgal practices
and activities. Then, | have examined the formspsand intensity

of immigrant associations’ transnational politieativism.

As mentioned in Chapters 1 and 3, European-basetiest have
primarily focused on studying one immigrant group different
national/local contexts and explored mainly coniekfactors (the
destination context) like national ideologies andliges. The
political participation of immigrant associatiomstheir countries of
origin have not been given much attention and eeitihe exit
context like formal political rights in home couptor state-led
policies and programmes that home states adopttttaciathe
participation and contribution of their emigrantarig abroad. In

contrast, this thesis has focused on comparing pbétical
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transnationalism of various national/ethnic origimmigrant

associations in one locality that is Barcelona.

To answer the second research question, | havesédcanmeso
and macro levels of analysis. On the one hand,vé lexamined
how organisational factors like, for example, typkeimmigrant
association, social networks, number of membersar yeof
foundation, sources of funds influence immigransoagations’
political transnationalism. On the other hand, Véhalso analysed if
contextual factors like, for example, the politicapportunity
structure in home country or the level of socio remuic
development of country of origin determine the eeyaent of
immigrant associations in political transnatioralisThis multilevel
approach constitutes the second main contributioth® present
thesis. The framework established here and thidribotion to
research opens up the way for further analysisgudata recently

made available.

In what follows, | will briefly summarise the finodgs and
arguments, and discuss their implications in thghtliof the
theoretical questions posed in this thesis. | sl@dlo make
suggestions concerning future research on soméeotapics and
findings addressed here that have emerged as ylarhic

promising.

| have started this research by offering a detasigathesis of the

main theoretical contributions on immigrant trart®raalism, and
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particularly, on immigrant political transnatiorsah. The main
objective of this analytical work has been not otdyestablish the
relevant academic and research areas to the swibjinds study, but
also to encounter clear indicators for measurimgpthenomenon of

interest that is immigrant political transnatiosaii

As previously seen in Chapters 1 and 2, there emedperational
definitions of immigrant political transnationalisamd few research
studies have focused on immigrant associations ifferent
national/ethnic origin as the main unit of analysise of the main
contributions of this thesis is to develop a moneerational
definition of political transnationalism and to exiae if immigrant
associations in Barcelona engage in this kind dkipal activism,
how and why they do this. Although, | depart fronortes’s
(Guarnizoet al, 2003) and Ostergaard-Nielsen’s (2001b, 2003a)
definitions of immigrant transnational political gatices and
activities, | include additional indicators fromlpical participation

literature.

Are there any politically transnational immigranssaciations?
Which are these associations and what forms, saagdeintensity
characterise their political transnationalism? Timelings suggest
that immigrant associations engage at varying asgne political
transnationalism. From the 24 immigrant associatimoerviewed,
a majority of them (91%) develop some form of podit
transnationalism, mainly homeland politics and srlotal politics.

Only two immigrant associations, in particular, th&anama
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Association in Catalonia and the Cameroonian calltassociation
Adna Bassa do not involve in any form of political
transnationalism. However, these transnationaltipali activities
and practices are more occasional than regulay €xlimmigrant
associations (27.3%) involve with regularity in h®ntountry
national elections (40.9% both regularly and oawasly), and
three immigrant associations participate each yealiverse civic
projects in home country (72.7% both regularly acdasionally).
More social associations tend to engage in politica
transnationalism, their focus of interest beinghbiatmigrant issues
and home country politics. Most of these assoadiatiwere founded
after 1990, are better-funded associations (mainith
governmental funds), and tend to pursue an agemhdaatmnal
scope, based on several projects in their hometgguparticularly

in areas like education and health.
In the following table | summarise the forms, scapel magnitude

of political transnationalism among immigrant asstons in

Barcelona:
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Table 6.1 Immigrant associations’ political transnaionalism:
forms, scope and intensity

Variable Values Frequenc %
Engagement in Yes 22 91.7
political No 2 8.3
transnationalism
Total 24 100
Forms of political Immigrant politics 6 25.0
transnationalisrif Homeland politics 21 87.5

Trans-local politics 18 75.0
Total 24 100
Scope of civic Local 1 4.5
projects in country of| Regional 1 4.5
origin”® National 13 59.1
Education/schools 10 45.5
Health 9 40.9
Focus of activity in | Old people/children 5 22.7
country of origiri* Human rights 2 9.1
Local development 6 27.3
Frequency of Never 13 59.1
involvement in home| Occasionally 3 13.6
country national Each national election 6 27.3
elections
Total 22 100
Frequency of Never 6 27.3
involvement in Occasionally 13 59.1
diverse civic projects| Yearly 3 13.6
in home country
Total 22 100

(Personal elaboration)

As mentioned in Chapters 2 and 5, the causal hggethof this
study focus on the effects of two types of factorganisational and

contextual. The most important contextual determisa of

2 percentages do not add up to 100 because immigsaatiation may engage in
various forms of political transnationalism.

3 Percentages do not add up to 100 because immigsstciation may be
engaged in projects at various levels or might metengaged in any type of
project in home country.

4 Percentages do not add up to 100 because immigsstciation may be
engaged in multiple projects in country of origin.
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immigrant associations’ political transnationalighat have been
tested in this thesis are the political opportursityucture in home
country and the level of socio-economic developmehthome

country. In order to define and operationalise ttwncept of
political opportunity structure | have integrateocial movement
literature. In this respect, this thesis offers rastlly a novel
definition of the political opportunity structuren itransnational
migration research field but also tests an hypashdsat has not
been yet examined: as higher the political oppartustructure in
home country, the higher the engagement of immigrasociations
in political transnationalism. Other studies on migrant

transnationalism focused only on the socio-politaantext of exit
and in the character of involvement of home cougtyernments
(policies and programmes initiated by home cougmyernments
toward emigrants living abroad) as potential exilie variables
for immigrant transnationalism (see R.C. Smith, 3f)OPorteset

al., 2007).

What are the main conclusions that can be drawm testing this
hypothesis? The results of the bivariate analysggsst that there
seems to be a statistically significant and positassociation
between those immigrant associations that engagbomeland
politics and the level of political opportunity gtture in home
country: as higher the political opportunity sturet in home
country as higher immigrant associations’ engagenmehomeland
politics. Nevertheless, this relationship is notyelear as, at a
confidence level of 95%, we can only confirm thHadde immigrant

272



associations whose members come from countriesanitiw level
of political opportunity structure have a higheplpability for not
engaging in homeland politics. There also seenteta statistically
significant and positive association between thassociations that
perform trans-local politics and the level of pold opportunity
structure in home country, though at a higher lefedignificance.
However, these results can hardly be generaliseduse of a
small-N sample. More research studies with a higheanber of

cases would be needed in order to validate thesdise

The level of socio-economic development of home ntgu
measured through the Human Development Index hialsesm used

as a possible explicative variable in the transmali migration
research field. Other variables like urban/ruralcgk of origin have
been employed when measuring the variation in imamigpolitical
transnationalism (see Itzigsohn and Saucedo, 280arnizoet al,
2003; Portest al, 2007). In this sense, my hypothesis is as lower
the level of socio-economic development of homentg as
higher immigrant associations’ engagement in aliti

transnationalism.

The results of the bivariate analysis show us thatre is no
association between the level of socio-economiceldgwment of
home country and immigrant associations’ engagemant
immigrant politics or homeland politics. Neverthedethere seem to
be a statistically significant and positive asstorabetween those
immigrant associations that engage in trans-locéditigs and the
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level of socio-economic development of the countfy origin.
However, at a confidence level of 95%, we can adgfirm that
those immigrant associations whose members come ¢auntries
with a low level of socio-economic development havehigher
probability for not engaging in trans-local pol#&icAccordingly, my
initial hypothesis does not seem to be validatedHsy results, a
contrary hypothesis being instead partially confidnthat is as
higher the level of socio—economic developmentamé country,
as higher immigrant associations’ engagement in itigal

transnationalism.

In sum, both explicative variables, the level ofifoal opportunity
structure in home country and the level of sociorernic
development of home country, seem to influence tpesy
immigrant associations’ engagement in politicahsraationalism.
Nevertheless, this influence is much clear whesdhwo variables
take the lowest values. In other words, those imamgassociations
whose members come from poor countries and withlexels of
political opportunity structure are less prone hgage in political
transnationalism. Hence, the data analysis seendicate that both
factors, particularly the level of political opponity structure in
home country, are necessary conditions but noticserfit for
immigrant associations’ engagement in politicahsraationalism.
Again, these results have to be cautiously intégdrébecause of a

small-N sample.
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The sample of this study presents a high variaiothe variable
national/ethnic origin of immigrant associationgjng that has
determined us to group the countries by continéftien trying to

find if there are any patterned differences acdifsrent continents
of origin in the incidence and forms adopted by igmant political

transnationalism, the findings suggest that thereai spurious
relationship between these two variables due torttidence of the
variable political opportunity structure in homeuatry. In other

words, the fact that Latin American immigrant asatiens seem to
present a higher level of transnationalism, thotighrelationship is
not statistically significant, has to do more wahhigher level of
political opportunity structure for emigrants ligrabroad in these
countries. When we have controlled the effect od thdependent
variable for other factors like the political oppority structure and
the social networks, the effect of this variablenains statistically

insignificant.

The results of the bivariate analyses between @sgaonal factors
like type of immigrant associations, sources ofdsinnumber of
members, year of foundation etc, reveal that thecss of funds
seem to be the only factor that explains some tranan the level

of immigrant associations’ engagement in  political
transnationalism. In other words, it seems thasehassociations
that receive governmental funds are more prone ngage in
political transnationalism. In addition, a more gse analysis of
contingency shows us that those associations tleaeive
governmental funds tend to engage particularlyoméland politics
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and immigrant politics. Trans-local politics doest 8eem to be an
activity financed through public funds. None of thaher

organisational factors seem to have an impact omigmant

associations’ level of transnational political asim. Nevertheless,
these results have to be cautiously interpretednasy of these
explicative variables like the type of immigransasiations present
very little variation. Subsequent studies with ghler N are needed
in order to obtain the maximum variation in all $bepotentially

explicative variables.

What is the effect of social networks on immigrassociations’
engagement in political transnationalism? The tesuf the
bivariate analysis between these two variables estgthat larger
social networks seem to increase immigrant assoon&tchances
for engaging in political transnationalism. The ge®r the spatial
diversification of the immigrant associations’ netks does not
seem to influence associations’ engagement in iqalit
transnationalism. Nevertheless, in today’s netwsokieties (see
Castells, 1996, 2001; Cairncross, 2001) the spatigntation of
social networks does not seem to be so importanénwthe
communication in time and space is extremely fldige to the
impact of new communication and information teclgas (e-
mail, chats, blogs, websites, mobile phones, lowt @r flights,
etc.). An interesting line of future research migbtto examine the

effect of these new technologies on immigrant matisnalism.
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The results of a multivariate analysis that takés consideration
the most important independent or predictor vaeshhat are, the
size of immigrant associations’ social networkgémisational), the
political opportunity structure in home countryotextual) and the
level of socio-economic development of home couftontextual),
suggest that the level of political opportunityusture in home
country is the variable that accounts more for\thgation in the
level of immigrant associations’ engagement in tall

transnationalism.

In sum, one of the main findings of this qualitatresearch study is
that immigrant associations in Barcelona do engagensnational
political activism. Accordingly, this study presenhore empirical
evidence in favour of the existence of a relativetable and
significant transnational field of political actiothat connects
immigrants with their polities of origin a transimatal immigrant
field. Nevertheless, this transnational politicalgagement is not
generalised among all immigrant associations, ptesa relatively

low level of regularity, and is generally natiorydtlased.

Another important contribution of this investigatis to emphasise
the significant role of the exit context in immigtaassociations’
engagement in transnational political action. Th&udy
demonstrates that we cannot offer a complete eaptan of
immigrant political transnationalism without takingto account
this dimension. The main indicator of the exit @xttthat has been

tested in this study is the political opportunityusture in home
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country. In this sense, this thesis suggests tlosicepts that
function in other areas of political science, imstlcase in social
movements, to explain the political participatioan contribute to a
more complete explanation of immigrants’ transmalopolitical
engagement. An interesting line of future reseamdght be to
construct more holistic explicative models thatlude variables

related with both exit and destination contexts.

Beside themacrolevel of analysis, thenesolevel suggests that two
variables, more precisely, the social networks Hrel sources of
funds (governmental funds) are significant wherintggyto explain
the variance in immigrant associations’ transnatiopolitical
engagement. Being politically very well connectadd funded) at
the local/national level in destination country reseto increase
immigrant associations’ probability to undertakeansnational

political action.

My plan is to replicate the analysis incorporatingre cases and
new data in order to increase the number of obtensa In this
sense, beside thmacro and mesolevels of analysis, | could also
include an individual level (carrying out a surveyith the
associations’ members) in this multilevel approash.the same
time, in order to test the effects of the sociawmeks, | plan to
integrate more indicators related with the new camication and

information technologies.
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| believe that the big challenge in the transnatiomigration
research field is to construct an explicative motlet would
integrate the three levels of analysisdividual, mesoand macro
and include also variables related with both exitl aestination
contexts. On the other side, it would be also resmgsto examine
the effects of this form of political participatian the institutions
and the conceptions of membership in both destinatand
homeland polities. Only in this way we could comfithe critical or

counter-hegemonic nature of immigrant transnatismal
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Appendix A. Population by sex and nationality. City of

Barcelona 2005

Nationality by Total Men Women
country

Total 1.612.237 766.810 845.427
EUROPE 1.421.981 665.650 756.331
Spain 1.364.146 635.035 729.111
Italy 12.933 7.481 5.452
France 8.274 4.066 4.208
Germany 5.064 2.581 2.483
Romania 4,733 2.436 2.297
The U.K. 4,378 2.549 1.829
Russia 3.390 1.250 2.140
Ukraine 2.492 1.335 1.157
Portugal 2.137 1.170 967
Holland 1.691 990 701
Bulgaria 1.644 936 708
Armenia 1.339 796 543
Georgia 1.146 797 349
Poland 1.026 497 529
Belgium 986 525 461
Sweden 971 442 529
Switzerland 699 352 347
Ireland 574 344 230
Austria 487 241 246
Moldavia 406 203 203
Denmark 383 197 186
Greece 368 191 177
Serbia and
Montenegro 362 178 184
Byelorussia 265 116 149
Finland 261 97 164
Andorra 245 123 122
Czech Republic 233 80 153
Norway 221 104 117
Hungary 190 71 119
Albania 177 108 69
Slovakia 143 51 92
Croatia 125 64 61
Lithuania 116 65 51
Island 96 41 55
Bosnia and
Herzegovina 72 32 40
Leetonia 56 22 34
Slovenia 46 20 26
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Estonia 37 19 18
Macedonia 28 24 4
Luxemburg 19 10 9
Chipre 13 6 7
Malta 5 3 2
San Marino 2 1 1
Liechtenstein 1 1 0
Monaco 1 0 1
AFRICA 21.862 14.651 7.211
Morroco 15.180 9.913 5.267
Algeria 1.945 1.507 438
Nigeria 957 623 334
Guinea 753 364 389
Senegal 613 512 101
Ghana 547 472 75
Camerun 247 137 110
Egipt 223 184 39
Equatorial Guinea 217 64 153
Tunisia 176 145 31
Mali 162 140 22
Gambia 98 85 13
Mauritania 67 49 18
Sierra Leone 65 57 8
Republic of South
Africa 65 35 30
Cote d’lvoire 65 45 20
Angola 59 29 30
Guinea Bissau 49 44 5
Congo 49 34 15
Mozambique 31 18 13
Burkina Faso 31 28 3
Kenia 30 10 20
Cabo Verde 28 12 16
Liberia 26 22 4
Sudan 25 18 7
Libia 20 16 4
Togo 17 9 8
Benin 16 10 6
Tanzania 15 9 6
Ethiopia 13 8 5
Zaire 10 5 5
Niger 10 9 1
Mauricia 7 4 3
Chad 6 4 2
Zimbabwe 5 5 0
Madagascar 5 1 4
Sao Tome and 4 4 0
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Principe

Gabon 4 3 1
Uganda 3 2 1
Ruwanda 3 2 1
Central African
Republic 3 2 1
Burundi 3 3 0
Zambia 2 1 1
Somalia 2 2 0
Malawi 2 2 0
Eritrea 2 2 0
Seychelles 1 0 1
Botswana 1 1 0
AMERICA 126.011 57.376 68.635
Ecuador 31.707 14.406 17.301
Peru 15.589 6.915 8.674
Colombia 14.268 6.589 7.679
Argentina 13.043 6.762 6.281
Bolivia 9.928 3.893 6.035
Dominican
Republic 7.313 2.782 4,531
Chile 5.616 2.918 2.698
Brasil 5.512 2.378 3.134
Mexico 5.486 2.610 2.876
Venezuela 3.660 1.674 1.986
Uruguay 3.621 1.879 1.742
United States of
America 3.158 1.577 1.581
Cuba 2.502 1.193 1.309
Paraguay 1.422 500 922
Honduras 1.236 445 791
El Salvador 750 294 456
Canada 373 176 197
Guatemala 210 99 111
Panama 205 102 103
Costa Rica 178 84 94
Nicaragua 158 59 99
Haiti 28 12 16
Dominica 26 21 5
Jamaica 7 2 5
Trinidad and
Tobago 6 1 5
Guyana 3 1 2
Bahamas 2 2 0
Belize 2 2 0
Barbados 1 0 1
Surinam 1 0 1
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ASIA 41.984 28.909 13.075
Pakistan 14.741 13.337 1.404
China 10.915 5.886 5.029
Filiphines 6.590 2.933 3.657
India 3.492 2.901 591
Japon 1.693 782 911
Bangladesh 1.551 1.317 234
Israel 476 272 204
Republic of Correa | 409 189 220
Syria 329 219 110
Iran 270 164 106
Liban 233 148 85
Turkey 232 131 101
Nepal 212 171 41
Iraq 148 103 45
Jordan 148 114 34
Taiwan 82 31 51
Thailand 78 23 55
Kazakhstan 50 24 26
Azerbaijan 46 18 28
Uzbekistan 43 16 27
Singapore 40 18 22
Indonesia 38 18 20
Malaysia 38 18 20
Vietnam 26 15 11
Afghanistan 18 18 0
Popular Democratic

Republic of Correa | 16 8 8
Kyrgyz Republic 14 6 8
Saudi Arabia 13 11 2
Mongolia 12 2 10
Sri Lanka 12 7 5
Cambodia 5 2 3
Tajikistan 4 2 2
Turkmenistan 4 1 3
Bahrain 2 2 0
Myanmar 2 2 0
Laos 1 0 1
Maldives 1 0 1
OCEANIA 371 200 171
Australia 311 162 149
New Zeeland 60 38 22
STATELESS 28 24 4

Source: Municipal registration of inhabitants, 32D05. Department of
Statistics. Barcelona City Hal.
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Appendix B. Interview guide

l. Origins, types and structure of immigrant associeti

1. Origins of the association, its members and dead
(national/ethnic origin).

2. Number of members (and occasional members).

3. Types of immigrant associations: civic, hometogommittee;
social; cultural; etc.

4. Scope of projects in country of origin: locagional; national.

5. Focus of activity in country of origin: educatiechools; health;
children/old people (orphanages, retiring housésinan rights;
local development (employment/
agriculture/water/electricity/housing/communitarizentre), etc.

6. Frequency of association's involvement in homantry national
elections (organisation of the external voting pss; information
on electoral campaigns): never; each nationalieleabccasionally.
6. Frequency of civic events sponsored by the &smT. never;
occasionally; yearly.

8. Monetary funds (per year).

9. Monthly expenses: no expenses; less than 1.0@3;eless than
5.000 euros; 5.000 euros or more.

10. Salaried employees: none; less than 5; lessliba

11. Sources of funds: members’ quotas; governmeémsétutions;
foundations and non-governmental institutions; gievcompanies;
churches; association’s own cultural activities; et

10. Social networks: a) size: b) spatial scope.
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Il. Types of transnational political activities and giirees

of immigrant associations:

1. Homeland politics - political activities and ptiges of immigrant
associations, which belong to domestic, or forgaghcy of home
country like opposition or support for homeland ifcdl regime

and its foreign policy goals.

- Voting: Does the association engage in the elelctand
voting process in home country? If yes, in whichyWvéfor
instance, informative action on the external votprgcess
and electoral campaigns in home country like reosio
conferences, roundtable discussions, website fommweeb
logs, organisation of the voting process togethéh \the
consulate, etc.)

- Contacts with home country political parties or rt@my
contribution to their electoral campaigns: Does the
association maintain contacts with certain politgaties in
home country? Does it send money to different alit
parties (periodically or in the campaign period)?

- Informative action on homeland politics (for exampl
reunions, conferences, roundtable discussions, itgebs
forums or bulletins, web logs, etc.): Does theoamsgion
organise informative or debating activities on oadl and
foreign policy issues of home country? Does th@@ation
organise conferences or roundtable discussions suthal
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and political leaders in home country in orderritoim the
emigrants living abroad about homeland politics?

Forms of protest (petitions, lawful demonstratidnsycotts,
lobbying, etc.) on particular home country politesch as
form of government, certain national or foreign ippl
measures, etc.: Does the association involve itegraction
like lobbying the government of destination courttrytake
a stand against certain political issues in homentrg?
Does it involve in lawful demonstrations in order fgrove
its disagreement with certain national or foreigaliqy
measures of home country?

Homeland human rights defence: Does the associtdimn
active action (for example, official letters or ifiehs to
international organisations of human rights; lawful
demonstrations; disseminating information throughflets
and reunions; etc.) in cases of human rights vaniat in
home country? Does it engage in the defence ofrreadte

voting rights?

Immigrant politics — political activities and gatices that

immigrant associations undertake to better the oseconomic

situation of their national group in destinatioruntry and that are

supported by home country (home government or dipta@c

services in destination country).

Support for (contact with) particular destinationuntry
political party that favours immigrant rights, atids in line
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with the politics of home government: Does the esdmn
support or maintain contacts with certain politigelrties
from destination country? Is there a general pmaliti
orientation among association’s members?

- Forms of protest in defence of immigrant/human tsgffior
example, press conferences, petitions, lawful
demonstrations, boycotts, lobbying, etc.) with sh@port of
homeland government or consular services abroads fre
association engage in protest action like lawful
demonstrations or lobbying the government of the
destination country (with the support of home
government/consulate or embassy) in defence of grant
rights?

- Informative action on immigrant rights (for example
reunions, conferences, roundtable discussions, itgebs
forums or web logs) with the support of homeland
government or consular services abroad: Does the
association organise informative activities likeunens,

conferences, etc. in relation to different immidresues?

3. Trans-local politics — initiatives from abroad better the

situation in the local community where one origasat
- Giving money (or skill support) to civic projects home

country: Does the association participate in dieecsvic

projects in home country, and in what areas?
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- Humanitarian support in case of natural disasters o
situations of extreme poverty/economic necessityePthe
association send money or other supplies in caseatoral

disaster in home country?

[l Intensity of transnational political practices adivities
of immigrant associations - the more a transnationa
political practice is institutionalised and has raigs
involved and the more they move around to reatisbe

narrower it is understood to be.

1. Broad: more occasional practices linking migsaemd places of
origins like (occasional) participation in meetings events
(Itzigsohn et al. 1999); includes both regular aoccasional
activities (Portes, 2003).

2. Narrow (or strict): institutionalised and contgus activities
among immigrants like actual membership of pariefiometown
associations (Iltzigsohn et al. 1999); includes onbgular

participation (Portes 2003).
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Appendix C. Questionnaire on State-led policies toard
emigrants living abroad

This is a questionnaire by which we want to reabliaformation

about the political measures that states adoptyriares through
their diplomatic services abroad, in order to attend maintain the
loyalty of their citizens living abroad. Please i#nre answer with
an “X” in the appropriate space or, if you haveiffedent answer,
write it down where in the category “others”. Weagantee you the
total confidentiality of the answers. The time stied for filling in

the questionnaire is of approximately 15 minutdsank you very

much for your collaboration.

L COUNIIY . e e e e e e e

2. Diplomatic service:

a) Embassy [ ]
b) Consulate [ ]

3. Did your government adopt some of these politicgtitutional

reforms to support its emigrants living abroad?

a) Assistance units in order to deal with emergentasions.
Yes [ ] NO[ ] DNK/INA [ ]
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b) ‘Mobile consulates’ designed to bring consular &Y ‘to
the people’ (periodical office hours at churchesotmer
convenient venues).

Yes [ ] NO[ ] DNK/NA [ ]

c) Agencies fostering links and mutual understandietyveen

nationals on both sides of the border.
Yes [ ] NO[ ] DNK/NA [ ]

d) Agencies in charge of state involvement with homweto

organisations and with implementing the servicest tbtates

offer to emigrants.
Yes [ ] NO[ ] DNK/NA [ ]

e) Extending the tasks of the embassies and consulates
sections in charge of extending protection andllegaice
to emigrants; staff persons linked to the agenitiesharge
of state involvement with hometown organisations, e

Yes [ ] NO[ ] DNK/NA [ ]

f) Cabinet-level office functioning primarily as the

government’s voice on emigration-related issues.
Yes [ ] NO[ ] DNK/NA [ ]
g) National Council for National Communities Abroadc¢édted
normally under the Secretariat of Foreign Relations
Yes [ ] NO[ ] DNK/NA [ ]
h) Office of Diasporic Affairs.
Yes [ ] NO[ ] DNK/NA [ ]
i) Ministry for Nationals Living Abroad.
Yes [ ] NO[ ] DNK/NA [ ]
J) Census of the estimated nationals abroad.
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Yes [ ] NO[ ] DNK/NA [ ]
K) Others ... e

4. Does your government implement some of thesesunesa to

motivate the economic potential of its nationalenly abroad?

a) Measures to foster the development of hometownhanae-
state organisations that raise funds for publicjgats in
home country.

Yes [ ] NO[ ] DNK/NA [ ]

b) Offices for Service to Nationals Abroad within stat
governments, which handle the matching-fund prognam
whereby state officials match remittances sentrigeants
to support public work projects.

Yes [ ] NO[ ] DNK/NA [ ]

c) Publishing regular reports comparing the exchangd a
service rates of different agencies and offeringhér
interest rates for money deposited.

Yes [ ] NO[ ] DNK/NA [ ]

d) Directing remittances into productive investmentsilev
involving local and state governments. Yes [ NO[ ]
DNK/NA [ ]

e) Mutual Funds for Investment in Emerging Enterprises
intended to offer support and investment advicBatonals
abroad who hope to open business at home.

Yes [ ] NO[ ] DNK/NA [ ]
f) Database of the technical skills of Nationals Aldroa
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Yes [ ] NO[ ] DNK/NA [ ]

g) Conferences organised by consulates or embassi@slén

to discuss work options in a country for natiortaldents in

various areas (science and technology).

Yes [ ] NO[ ] DNK/NA [ ]

h) Efforts to foster investment in home country by Euping

the creation of home-province organisations (Sujpr

fundraising and resource-gathering efforts; offegttsome

of the shipping costs).

i) Others

Yes [ ] NO[ ] DNK/NA [ ]

5. What type of nationality (or double citizenshigihd external

voting rights offer your government to its natiohaing in Spain?

a.

Double nationality/citizenship.
Yes [ ] NO[ ] DNK/NA [ ]
Full dual citizenship.
Yes [ ] NO[ ] DNK/NA [ ]
Selective, with specific signatories.
Yes [ ] NO[ ] DNK/NA [ ]
Extension of dual nationality rather than dual
citizenship.
Yes [ ] NO[ ] DNK/NA [ ]
Permitting the vote of emigrants (including those
who are naturalised in the receiving country) for

state officials as well as run as candidates for
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proportional representation seats in the state
legislature (mayoral offices in the state or caatkd
lists for federal deputy).
Yes [ ] NO[ ] DNK/NA [ ]
f. Emigrants allowed voting from abroad (by mail or
through consulates/embassies).
Yes [ ] NO[ ] DNK/NA [ ]
g. Emigrants having to return to the home country in
order to vote.
Yes [ ] NO[ ] DNK/NA T[]
h. Others ...

6. Does your government (through its diplomatio/eess) support

some collective action to promote dual citizenship?

a) Conferences organised by emigrant activists orrothe
agencies to promote constitutional reforms allowdngl
citizenship.

Yes [ ] NO[ ] DNK/NA [ ]

b) Pro-Vote Movements for Emigrants Living Abroad (derd

of emigrant activists or from other agencies).
Yes [ ] NO[ ] DNK/NA [ ]
C) Ohers ... e e

7. Does your government (through its diplomaticveess) realise

some of these state services to promote the eduocaf its

nationals living abroad?
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a) Programmes that provide literacy training and primand

secondary schooling for adults through its consglat
Yes [ ] NO[ ] DNK/NA [ ]

b) Sending books and advisers to train educatorsdeiviag
countries, in order to obtain high school degrepswalence
from abroad.

Yes [ ] NO[ ] DNK/NA [ ]

c) The Document for Transference of the Emigrant Biemal
Student designed to facilitate a student’s passaye one
country to the other without having to repeat gsade

Yes [ ] NO[ ] DNK/NA [ ]

d) Pilot programmes offering a condensed version efftigh-
school equivalence course, so that emigrants ceatd a
high school degree from abroad.

Yes [ ] NO[ ] DNK/NA [ ]

e) Distributing books to bilingual education progranse the

region.
Yes [ ] NO[ ] DNK/NA [ ]
D) OthersS .o

8. Does your government (through its diplomaticveess) offers

some of these other state services to its emigligteg abroad?
a) Supporting business networks or non-governmentklt pi

projects designed to promote small business deredapin

the emigrant community.
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Yes [ ] NO[ ] DNK/NA [ ]

b) Revising custom policies such that return migracés
import their belongings, including one car per hehad,
without paying taxes (customs officers at each glas to
help migrants complete the required paperwork leetbey
leave the receiving country).

Yes [ ] NO[ ] DNK/NA [ ]

c) Government programmes for return migrants thatwallo
them to buy housing units built and partially ficad by the
government specifically for returnees (prospectite/ers
take out mortgages with designated receiving cguntr
banks).

Yes [ ] NO[ ] DNK/NA [ ]
d) Others ...,

9. What type of cultural/symbolic policies does y@overnment
adopt to strengthen the feeling of belonging ordhkural identity
of its nationals living abroad?

a) Contests to promote an understanding of homelanohgm
second generation (creative-writing contests ansmapnd-
generation immigrants to begin compiling a literatof the
diaspora).

Yes [ ] NO[ ] DNK/NA [ ]

b) Cultural festivals.

Yes [ ] NO[ ] DNK/NA [ ]

c) Sporting events in communities overseas.
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Yes [ ] NO[ ] DNK/NA [ ]
d) Allocating funds to establish cultural houses ieaar with
sizeable emigrant populations.
Yes [ ] NO[ ] DNK/NA [ ]
e) Promotion of hometown organizations and efforts to
encourage remittances.
Yes [ ] NO[ ] DNK/NA [ ]
D) Others .o

Contact person and telephone number:
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Appendix D. Sample of immigrant associations
A. Countries with high level of socio-economic dieynent and
high, medium and low political opportunity strusar a)
Argentina; b) Uruguay; c) Republic of Panama.

1. Casa Retruco Solidaridad con Argentiranterviewed

Address: C/Vistalegre 15, 08001 Barcelona

E-mail: mtdveronbarcelona@yahoo.es

Website: no

Focus of interest: immigration and ethnic minostie
Contact person: member of the association
Interview: 20.05.2008. Casa de la Solidaridad.

2. Casal Argenti a Barcelona not interviewed

Address: C/Ausias Marc 161, Bajos/Izquierda, 08Ba&elona

E-mail: info@casalargentino.oy@residente@casalargentino.org

Website: www.casalargentino.org

Contact person: president of the association

Note: We contacted various times with the presidehtthe
association who asked for an interviewing offereésynail. In the
end, heaccepted to be interviewed but only for a paymdn2®o

euros. As the participation in the research is mauly for
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everybody, we did not accept his request becauseaterial

incentive could biased the results.

3. Red Solidaria Argentina en Barcelordnterviewed

Address: C/Nou de Sant Francesc 15, 08002 Barcelona
E-mail: redsolidariabcn@yahoo.es

Website: www.redsolidariabarcelona.org

Contact person: president of the association

Interview: 17.06.2006, association’s venue.

4. Grupo de Apoyo a la Central de Trabajadores Argergi-

interviewed

Address: C/Vistalegre 15, 08001 Barcelona
E-mail: ctabarcelona@argentina.com
Website: no

Contact person: president of the association

Interview: 20.06.2006, president’s home place.

5. Unién de Argentinos en Catalufanot interviewed

Address: C/Sant Salvador 96, Baixos, 08024 Bareelon

E-mail: unarca@yahoo.com.ar

Website: www.uniondeargentinosencatalunya.com
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Note: We could not establish any contact with iheTtelephone
number and the e-mail do not function and the agBon does not
figure at the indicated direction. Various neighdoould not tell us

anything about this association.
6. Asociacion de Uruguayos en Cataluf#lJC) — interviewed
Address: C/Olzinelles 30, Baixos, 08014 Barcelona

E-mail: auc@uruguayosencatalunya.com

Website:www.uruguayosencatalunya.com

Chat: aurucat@hotmail.com
Contact person: president of the association

Interview: 07.06.2006, association’s venue.

7. Casa/Amigos de Uruguayinterviewed

Address: C/Major 93, Baix 3°, 08860 CastelldefBlr,celona
Contact person: president of the association

E-mail: no

Website: no

Interview: 19.06.2006, a bar-terrace.

8. Casa Charrua Uruguay- interviewed
Address: Av. 301, No.24, A 3°-2°, 08860 Castelldef®arcelona

E-mail: info@casacharrua.org

Website: www.casacharrua.org
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Contact person: president of the association
Interview: 08.06.2006, president’s workplace

9. Asociacion Panama Catalufiainterviewed

Address: C/ Concilio de Trento 13, 8e 3a. Esc.5183arcelona
E-mail: nieves.martos@coac.net

Website: no

Contact person: president of the association

Interview: 22.06.2006, president’s workplace.

B. Countries with moderate socio-economic develagnaad high,
medium and low political opportunity structures: ®eru;

(Colombia) b) Ecuador; Morocco; ¢) Equatorial GanBakistan.

10.Asociacion Solidaria con las Mujeres Peruanas en el
Extranjero(ASOMIPEX) — not interviewed

Address: C/ Casp 38, pral., 08018 Barcelona
E-mail: no

Website: no
Note: No contact data, except the address. Theiassm used to

gather at the venue of the association Ca la Dmunaafter a while

it did not show up anymore.
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11. Associacié Cultural Alma Peruanainterviewed

Address: C/ Olzinelles 30, Baixos, 08014 Barcelona

E-mail: alma peruana@hotmail.com

Blog: http://asocfolc.iespana.es/peru.htm

Website: no
Contact person: president of the association

Interview: 13.06.2006, association’s venue.
12. Asociacién Peruanos sin Fronteradnterviewed
Address: C/ Viladomat 51, 4°, E-3, 08015 Barcelona

E-mail: no

Website: www.radiolibertadmundo.confinternet direction of the

radio programme La Voz del Inmigrante)

Contact person: president of the association

Interview: 17.06.2006, a café-bar closed to the sigdent's
workplace

13.Centro Peruano de Barcelor{@PB) — interviewed

Address: Av. Diagonal 441, 5E, 08036 Barcelona
E-mail: centroperuanobcn@gmail.com

Website: www.terra.es/personal/cperubcn
Contact person: president of the association

Interview: 7.06.2006, association’s venue.
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14.Peru Alternativa-— not interviewed

Address: C/Vistalegre 15, 08001 Barcelona
E-mail: no

Website: no

Note: We could not establish any contact with tegoaiation. The
other Peruvian associations interviewed told us ttia association
does not exist anymore. The same answer we recéioad the
coordinator of the association Casa de la Soliddridihere this

immigrant association figures as a member.

15. Associacié Catalano-Equatoriana per a la Integraciél

Desenvolupamentinterviewed

Address: Av. Meridiana 129, 1r 2a, 08026 Barcelona
E-mail: no

Website: no

Contact person: president of the association

Interview: 14.06.2006, president’s home place.

16. Associacio d'Equatorians a Catalunyanterviewed

Address: C/Antonio Machado 24, Barcelona

E-mail: 0so_em_cota_bcn@hotmail.cqdelivery failure)

Website: no

Contact person: president of the association

303



Interview: 29.06. 2006, association’s venue.

17. Asociacion Catalana Ecuatoriana de Mujeres Interbam

Cultural — not interviewed

Address: C/Reina Cristina 8, 3r 1a, 08003 Barcelona
E-mail: no

Website: no

Note: The official presentation letter was returiaed the telephone
numbers do not function. Other Ecuadorian assaeciatiold us that

this association does not exist anymore.

18. Asociacion Immigrantes Ecuatorianos Solidaridad y

Cooperacion Ecuador Llactacaruinterviewed

Address: C/Vistalegre 15, 08001 Barcelona
E-mail: llactacaru@llacta.orgecuador-llactacaru@llacta.org

Website: www.llacta.org/organiz/llactacaru
Contact person: president of the association

Interview: 16.06.2006, association’s venue.

19. Associacié Amical d'Emigrants Marroquins a Catalary

not interviewed

Address: C/Jerosalem 32, 1°-2°; C/Tallers 55, 0&¥)telona
E-mail: no
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Website: no

Contact person: former member of the association

Note: The official presentation letter was return@te spoke with a
former member of the association who did not kndwthe

association still exist or not.

20. Associacio de Treballadors i Immigrants Marroquias

Catalufia(ATIME-Catalunya) — interviewed

Address: C/Blasco de Garay, 26, local 1, 08004 &ana
E-mail: atimecat@atime.es

Website:www.atime.ed http://webs.ono.com/egviel/index.htm

Contact person: president of the association

Interview: 17.05.2006, association’s venue.

21. Associacié sociocultural NAHDA del Colectivo Maruan

Catalunya— not interviewed

Address: C/Basses de Sant Pere 1, 08003 Barcelona

E-mail: no

Website: no

Note: We could not establish any contact with iheTtelephone
number does not function and the association doefigure at the

indicated direction.
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22.Associaci6é Cultural Dar El Farahk not interviewed

Address: C/Mestre Serrano 15, BX, 08906 L'Hospitatk
Llobregat, Barcelona

E-mail: jeanbosco.botsho@campus.uab.es

Website: no
Focus of interest: no

Contact person: member of the association

Note: After various failed attempts, we could getontact with the
former president who told us that this associatioes not exist

anymore.

23. Asociacion de Amigos del Pueblo Marroqui Itran

interviewed

Address: C/De Casanova, 175 baixos, 08036 Barcelona

E-mail:itran marruecos@yahoo.com

Website: no

Contact person: secretary of the association aedigent of the
association

Interview: 23.06.2006, a café-bar.

24. Associacio d'Estudiants Marroquirsnot interviewed

Address: C/Nonell 8, 2n 3a, 08290 Cerdanyola dellega
Barcelona
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E-mail: fati-fleurl@caramail.com

Website: no

Contact person: former president of the association

Note: We contacted with the former president whd tes that the

association does not function since two years ago.

25.Associacié  Uni6  Marroquina-Catalana d'Educacio i

Cultura— not interviewed

Address: C/Santa Coloma 82, 08913 Badalona, Baraelo

E-mail: assocuniomarroquina@badalona.lamalla.net

Website: no
Note: We could not establish any contact with thé&he telephone

number and the e-mail do not function.

26. Associacié Socio-Cultural Riebapua Comunidad Bubi d
Guinea Equatorial not interviewed

Address: C/Pere Verges 1, 08020 Barcelona

E-mail: riebapua@eresmas.com

Website: www.terra.es/personal8/icparras
Focus of interest: culture and art; immigration attthic minorities

Contact person: president of the association

Note: We phoned the president several times butelfigsed to
accept the interview.
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27. Associacié d'Estudiants i Joves de Guinea Equalterinot

interviewed

Address: C/Assaonadors 26, Baixos, 08003 Barcelona

E-mail: aejgecat@aejge.ofanfo@aejge.ord aejgecat@terra.es

Website: http://www.aejge.or

Contact person: coordinator of the association

Note: We could not establish any contact with iheTtelephone
number does not function and they do not resporahyate-mail. A

neighbour told us that this association does nist eaymore.

28. Asociacion de Mujeres E'Waiso Ipdi@uinea Ecuatorial) —

not interviewed

Address: C/Casp 38, pral., 08010 Barcelona
E-mail: caladona@pangea.org
Website: no

Contact person: president of the association

Note: We contacted various times with the presidehtthe

association but she refused categorically to evgwed.

29. Asociacion Cultural Viyil (Guinea Ecuatorial) — not

interviewed
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Address: C/Sant Climent 5, 4rt 2a, 08001 Barcelona
E-mail: no
Website: no

Contact person: member of the association

Note: We could not establish any contact with iheTtelephone
number does not function. A neighbour told us that association

does not exist anymore.

30. Associacio Cultural Rhomi€omunidad Ndowe de Guinea

Ecuatorial) — interviewed

Address: C/Comte d'Urgell 251, 6é 1a, 08036 Barzelo
E-mail: no

Website: no

Contact person: member of the association

Interview: 15.06.2006, member’s home place.

31. Associacido de Treballadors Pakistanesos a Catauny
(ATPC) — interviewed

Address: C/Robadors 11, 08002 Barcelona
E-mail; atp20042@hotmail.com

Website: no
Person of contact: president of the associationsaudetary of the
association

Interview: 26.05.2006, association’s venue.
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32. Associacio Cultural Idara Minhach Al Quora(Pakistan) —

interviewed

Address: C/Arc del Teatre 19, Baixos, 08001 Bamzlo
E-mail: no

Website: no

Contact person: president of the association

Interview: 06.06.2006, a café-bar close to theeiasion’s venue

33. Federacié Associacions Pakistaneses Cataluiiy@PC) —

interviewed

Address: C/Tiradors 9, Bajos, Barcelona
E-mail: alshi@hotmail.com

Website: no

Contact person: president of the association
Interview: 20.06.2006, association’s venue.

34. Associacié Cultural Educativa i Social Operativeorizs
PakistaneseACESOP) — interviewed

Address: C/Rambla 116, Prl./12 , Barcelona

E-mail: acesop786@yahoo.es

Website: no

Contact person: president of the association
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Interview: 31.05.2006, a café-bar close to the igdess’'s
workplace.

C. Countries with low socio-economic developmend drigh,
medium and low political opportunity structures: $¢negal; b)
Nigeria; ¢) Cameroon.

35. Associacio Catalana de Residents SenegalAGRS) —

interviewed

Address: C/Comerg 42, Baixos, 08003 Barcelona

E-mail: associaciosenegal@yahoo.es /

associaciosenegalesos@yahoo.es
Website: no
Contact person: secretary of the association

Interview: 01.02.2006, a Senegalese restaurant.

36. Associacié Diakha Mandingsenegal) — not interviewed

Address: C/Argimon 8, 08032 Barcelona

E-mail: no

Website: no

Contact person: member of the association

Note: We could not establish any contact with ieTassociation

does not figure at the indicated direction.
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37. Associacio de Residents Senegalesos del VallédeDeal —

not interviewed

Address: C/Comerc 42, Baixos, 08003 Barcelona
E-mail: abocarsam@yahoo.es
Website: no

Contact person: member of the association

Note: This association is a branch of the Assogi&atalana de
Residents Senegalesos, It does not function separat

38. Associacio Nigeriana de Catalunyanterviewed

Address: C/Ginebra 32-36, Baixos, 08003 Barcelona

E-mail: interbizarrakis@hotmail.com

Website: no
Contact person: interim president

Interview: 27.06.2006, association’s venue.

39. Comunidad Igbo de Nigerianos en Catalunya not

interviewed

Address: C/Mallorca 425-433, 5 e, 08014 Barcelona

E-mail: iyiama@yahoo.com

Website: no
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Note: We could not establish any contact with iheTe-mail
direction does not function. A neighbour told uattthis association

does not exist anymore.

40. Associaci6 Cultural Adna Basg@amerin) — interviewed

Address: C/Apartat de Correus 451, 08080 Barcelona
E-mail: yamakouba@yahoo.gdsodogb@celoma.net

Website: no
Contact person: president of the association

Interview: 5.02.2008, president’'s home place.

41. Agrupacio Camerunés Residents a Barcelematerviewed

Address: C/Rambla Catalunya 11, 2n 2a, 08007 Bameel

E-mail: no

Website: no

Contact person: president of the association

Interview: 30.05.2006, a café- bar terrace intfimfithe president’s

home place.
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