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A1. The speaking activity samples at the Beginner level 

Course books BEGINNER 

 
 
 

Global  
 

Unit 1 
Name and Address 

 
Unit 1 (p. 9) 

 

 

 
Writing and Speaking 
Work in pairs. Ask your partner questions to complete the form. 
Choose A or B. 
A  talk about yourself, or 
B  A: turn to page 96 
     B: turn to page 100 
 

Name  
Address  
Postcode  
Phone number  

Useful phrases 
 What’s your name / address / postcode / phone number? 
 Can you spell that? 
 Can you repeat that? 

 

 
 

W + S 

 
 
 
 
 

New  
Headway 

 
Unit 6 

 
Everyday 

(p. 45) 

 
PRACTICE 
Talking about you 
 
4 Work with a partner. Write the names of two people in your family. 
Ask and answer questions about them. 
 

 Who is...? 

 How old is...? 

 What’s ... job? 

 Where does ... live?                             

 Where does ... work? 

 What time does she/he...? 

 Does she/he have...? 
 

 
                 Who is she?           She’s my sister. 
 

   Who is he?             He’s my grandfather 
 

W + S 

 
New English 

File 
 

Unit 2 C 
A man’s car or a 
woman’s car?  

(p. 19) 
 

 
SPEAKING & WRITING 
 
a       Talk in small groups about your car or your family’s car. 

My car is a Peugeot 207. It’s small, it’s green,  
and it’s new. It’s a very good car. 
 

b       Write about your ‘dream’ car. 
          My dream car is a............. (model) It’s a / an ............... car 
         (nationality) 
         It’s............ (colour) It’s ............. and................. (adjectives) 
 
c        Now tell a partner. 

 
W + S 

 
Maria 

 

 

 

 

Alfonso 

 

 



282 
 

 
 
 

Straightforward 
 
 

Unit 11 
 

Special Event 
(p. 99) 

 

 
SPEAKING 
 
1. Read and listen to the dialogue. Match it to one of the pictures 

A-D. 
A: Hi, how are you? 
B: I’m fine. 
A: Can you talk right now? 
B: Yes, I can. 
A: What are you doing? 
B: I’m at home. I’m watching TV. 
 

2. Work in pairs. Choose a different picture and make a similar 
dialogue. 
 

3. Roleplay your dialogue. 
 

 
R + L + (W) + S 

 

 
 

English 
Unlimited 

 
Unit 4 

 
About you 

(p. 34) 
 

 
SPEAKING 
 
2 (a) Read and listen. Two students play a game in class. Which 
person is it? 
A: Do you live in London?         
B: No. 
A: Do you like Chinese food? 
B: Yes. 
A: Do you drink coffee? 
B: Yes. 
A: You’re _______. 
 

Marie I work in an office in New York. I like football and Chinese 
football and Chinese food. I drink coffee, but not tea. 

 
(b) Play a game.  
    Student A, choose a person. 
   The others, guess the person. Ask questions. 
 

 
 
R + L + (W) + S 
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A.2. The speaking activity samples at the Elementary level 

Course books ELEMENTARY 
 
 
 
 
 

Global  
 
 
 
 
 

Unit 7 
 
 

News & Weather 
(p. 83) 

 
SPEAKING 
 
1 Work in pairs. Choose one of the tasks below.  
 
A Read the conversations from Grammar Exercise 2 together. 
 

The use of IT 

 They don’t like IT. 

 IT’s six o’clock. 

 IT’s sunny. 

The conversations below are missing 
the word IT four times. Complete them 
by putting IT in the correct places. 
A: Excuse me, what time is? 
B: Oh, is ten past 6. 
A: Thanks. 
 
A: Is this your car? 
B: Yes, is. 
A: It’s very nice 
 
A: Would you like to go to the park? 
B: Now? Is cold and rainy? 
A: OK 
Listen and check your answers. 

 
B Change some information in the conversations from Grammar 
exercise 2. Then read them together. 
 
C Choose two conversations from Grammar exercise 2. Read 
each one together and then try to continue it. 

 
R + (W) + S 

 
 
 
 
 

New  
Headway 

 
 

Unit 9 
 

City living 
(p. 71) 

 

 
PRACTICE 
Comparing cities 
 
1) Complete the conversations using the comparative form of 

the adjectives. 
 
1. A  New York is  older   than  London. (old) 

B   No, it isn’t! New York is much more modern! (modern) 
2. A   Tokyo is ............     ................ Bangkok. (cheap) 

B   No, it isn’t! Tokyo’s much ...........     ...........! (expensive) 
3. A   Seoul is ...........     ..............   Bejiing. (big) 

B   No, it isn’t! Seoul is much ...........     ...........!(small) 
4. A   Johannesburg is ...........   ............ Cape Town. (safe) 

B   No, it isn’t! It’s much  ...........     ...........! (dangerous) 
5. A  Taxi drivers in New York are ..............    ............. taxi 

drivers in London. (good) 
B   No, they aren’t! They’re much .........! (bad) 

 
2) Work with a partner. Practise the conversations in exercise 1.  

Be careful with stress and intonation. 
New York is much more modern! 

 

 
 
 

W + S 
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3.    Work in small groups. Compare two capital cities you know. 
       ... is bigger than ...       ... is nearer the ..., but ... is safer ... 
 

 
 
 
 
 

New English 
File 

 
 

Unit 5 
 

Who were they? 
(p. 53) 

 

 
6 SPEAKING 
 
Who was the top British person of all time? 
 
In a BBC survey the winner was Winston Churchill.  
Other people in the top ten were William Shakespeare,  
Lord Nelson, John Lennon, and Queen Elizabeth I. 
 
a) In groups of three, decide which you think are the top three 

people of all time from your country. 
 
b) Tell the class about them. 
 

We think number I is.............. 
He / She was a famous....  

R + (W) + S 

 
 

Straightforward 
 
 

Unit 3 
 

1600 Pennsylvania 
Avenue 
(p. 35) 

 
 

 
SPEAKING 
 
1) Draw a map of your house or flat. Prepare a short 

presentation of your home. Use the words from the lesson and 
the useful language to help you. 

 
Useful language 
So, this is my home. 
There are ... rooms. This is the 
bedroom/ 
living room/kitchen ... 
There’s a bathroom/bedroom/study 
here. 

 

 
W + S 

 
English 

Unlimited 
 
 

Unit 12 
Are you OK? 

(p. 99) 
 
 

 
SPEAKING 
6    (a) Work in A/B pairs. A, you’re the pharmacist.  
            B, you feel ill. Have a conversation and buy  
            some medicine. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

       
(b) Change roles and have another conversation. 
 

 
W + S 

 

 

 

 

Hello. Can I help 
you? 

Yes. I’d like something for... 
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A.3 The speaking activity samples at the Pre-Intermediate level 

Course books PRE-INTERMEDIATE 
 
 
 
 

Global  
 
 

Unit 4 
 

Hopes & Fears 
(p. 43) 

 
 

 
SPEAKING 
 
1) Choose three of the ideas in the box that you would like to 

talk about. 

 A place you hope to visit one day 

 Something you hope you don’t do in the 
future 

 Something you’re not looking forward to  

 A person you’d like to meet one day 

 A person you’re going to see today 
 

2) Work in pairs. A: tell B about your ideas.  
B: ask for more information. 
 

3) Swap roles and repeat. 
 

 
R + (W) + S 

 
 
 

New Headway 
 

Unit 2 
 

The way we live 
(p. 21) 

 
 

 
EVERYDAY ENGLISH 
 
Making conversation 
 
1) Listen to two conversations. (...) Which conversation is 

more successful? Why? 
2) Obviously, it is impossible to tell someone how to have a 

conversation, but here are some things that help. 
3) Match a line in A with a reply in B and a further comment 

in C. 
 
T 2.7 Listen and check. Practise the conversations with a 
partner. 
 

 
L + S 

 
New English 

File 
 
 

Unit 7 
 

Famous fears and 
phobias 

(p. 77) 
 

 
SPEAKING 
 
Ask and answer in pairs. 
A ask B six How long ...? questions  
with a verb phrase. 
B answer with for or since. 
Give more information if you can.  
Then swap roles. 
 

How long have you known your oldest friend? 
 
Since we were at primary school together.  

 

 
 

R + (W) + S 
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Straightforward 
 

Unit 8 A 
 

The Futurological 
Conference 

(p. 77) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
SPEAKING 
 
1. Listen to three people speaking. Match the  

speakers 1-3 to three of the topics a-j below. 
The future of : 
computers, crime, education, holidays, languages, 
medicine, my country, restaurants, shops, space travel. 
 

2     Choose a topic from the list. You must talk about the topic 
       for thirty seconds without stopping. Before you speak, 
       spend some time preparing what you are going to say. 
 

 
L + W+ S 

 
 
 

English 
Unlimited 

 
 

Unit 8 
 

Things 
(p. 67) 

 
 

 
SPEAKING 
 
3 (a) Work in A/B pairs. Choose the rug, antique or jacket stall 
in the photos on p66. 

A, you’re the stallholder. Decide on prices for things in 
the photo. 
B, you want to buy something for a good price. Choose 
something. 

    (b) Role play together. 
 
4 Change roles and choose another stall. Role play again. 
 
5 Tell the class what you bought and how much you paid. 
 

 
W + S 
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A.4 The speaking activity samples at the Intermediate level     

Course books INTERMEDIATE 
 
 
 

Global  
 
 

Unit 2 
 

Lives & Legend 
(p. 26) 

 
 

 
SPEAKING 
 
1) Work in pairs. Choose one of the tasks below. Use the new 

expressions you have learnt. 
 
A Tell your partner about ... 

 something you generally like and give examples   

 something you don’t generally enjoy and give examples 
 

B Tell your partner about a member of your family or a 
friend. Make three general statements and give specific 
examples. 
 

 
R + (W) + S 

 
 

New Headway 
 
 
 

Unit 3 
 

Good times, bad 
times 

 
(p. 29) 

 
 

 
Everyday English 
Giving opinions 
 
5 Write down some opinions on ... 
 

 the last film you saw 

 something in today’s news 

 the weather 

 the clothes that someone is wearing today  

 what a celebrity is doing at the moment 

 a programme on TV 
 

6 In pairs, ask for and give opinions. 
 

I saw that new film last week. 
Oh! What did you think of it? 

 
Great! I really enjoyed it. 
The acting was just amazing! 
 

 
 
 
 

W + S 

 
 
 
 

New English 
File 

 
 
 

 
Unit 4 

 
Back to school, 

aged 35 
 

 
SPEAKING 
a) In groups, each choose one different topic from the list 

below. Decide if you agree or disagree, and write down at 
least three reasons. 

Private schools are usually better than state 
schools. 
All schools should let children wear whatever 
they want at school. 
Cooking and housework should be taught at all 
schools. 
Physical education should be optional. 
Girl’s study better without boys in the class. 
School summer holidays should be shorter. 
Boys study better in a mixed class. 
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(p. 55) 

 
 
 
 

 
b) Explain to the rest of the group what you think about 

your topic. The others in the group should listen and say 
if they agree or disagree with you and why. 

 
Useful language 

First of all...                  My first point is that ... 
Secondly...                   Another important point 
is that ... 

  

 
R + (W) + S 

 
 
 

Straightforward 
 
 
 

Unit 7 
 

Life changes 
(p. 69) 

 

 
SPEAKING 
 
2 Work in pairs. Look at the list of life-changing events below 
and discuss these questions.   
 
 Leaving school 
 Leaving home 
 Graduating 
 Starting a new job 
 Getting married 
 Having children 
 Moving to a new town/country 
 Making a career change 
 Retiring  

 

 Which are the three most important changes? 

 Which is the most difficult decision to make? 

 Which is the easiest change to deal with? Which is the  
most stressful? 

 Have you had to make any of these changes in your 
life? If yes, what difficulties (if any) did you face? 
 

 
 
 
 

R + (W) + S 

 
 

English 
Unlimited 

 
Unit 6 

 
Let me explain 

(p. 49) 
 

 
SPEAKING 
3 Think of two or three things in your life you aren’t happy 
about. It could be: 

 Some equipment that doesn’t work 

 An arrangement you don’t want to keep 

 Something you have to do at work 

 Someone who’s annoying you at the moment 
 
4 Talk together about your problems. Make suggestions and 
give each other advice. Try to use the verb + -ing expressions 
from 1a. 
 
              My computer keeps crashing. 

Have you thought about getting a new one? 

 
 

R + (W) + S 
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A.5 The speaking activity samples at the Upper-Intermediate level 

Course books UPPER-INTERMEDIATE 
 
 
 

Global  
 
 

Unit 3 
 

Land & Sea 
(p. 36) 

 
 

 
SPEAKING  
1) Work in pairs. Choose three of the questions below and ask 

and answer. 

 Do you like maps?  

 Are you good at reading maps? 

 Do you have a map in your home? What is it? Where is 
it? 

 Have you ever used a ‘satnav’ (a satellite navigation 
system)? Do you prefer using it to a map? 

 Could you draw a reasonably accurate map of your 
country? 

 
[[2   Look at the Carta Marina map below. What does it show? 
How old do you think it is?]] 
 

 
R + (W) + S 

 

 
 

New Headway 
 

Unit 9 
 

Forever friends 
 

(p. 85) 
 
 

 
EVERYDAY ENGLISH 
Making your point 
 
5 Have a class debate. Choose a topic you feel strongly about, 
something local to your situation perhaps, or one from this 
list. 

Being vegetarian                         Smoking in public places 
Diets                                              Experiments in animals 

 
Divide into groups and prepare your ideas. When you’re ready, 
conduct the debate. 
 

 
 

R + (W) + S 

 
 

New English 
File 

 
 
 

Unit 5 
 

Thy psychology of 
music 
(p. 79) 

 
 

 

 
SPEAKING 
5 
a) You are going to debate the following topic in small 

groups. 
 

Celebrities have to accept that the media 
publishes stories about their private lives. 
That is the price they pay for being rich and 
famous. 

 

 Divide into groups of four, two As and two Bs. 

 The As are going to defend the right of newspapers 
to publish stories about famous people’s private 
lives 

 The Bs are going to defend the celebrities’ right to 
keep their private lives private. 

 Prepare at least four arguments, and give 
examples. 
 

 
 
 

R + (W) + S 
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b) Hold the debate. The As begin, each making two of their 
points. The Bs take notes. Then the Bs speak and the As 
take notes. 

 
c) Now, each side try to argue against the points made by the 

other side.  

 
 
 
 
 

Straightforward 
 
 

Unit 10 
Good deeds 

(p. 102) 
 

 
SPEAKING 
 
1) Work in pairs. Discuss this situation. A friend is worried 

about a job interview they have next week and needs some 
help preparing for it. What advice would you give 
him/her? 
 

2) Read the advice sheet below and answer the questions. 
 
1 Do you think the advice is helpful? 
2 Which question would you find most difficult to answer. 
Why? 
3 Think of three more questions an interviewer might ask. 
4 Have you, or anyone you know, been interviewed, for a 
job recently? 
5 What was the job? What questions did the interviewer 
ask? Did you (or they) get the job? 
 

 
 
 

R + (W) + S 
 

 
 

English 
Unlimited 

 
 

Unit 5 
Images 
(p. 39) 

 
 

 
SPEAKING  
 
5 
a) In pairs, decide on a picture to go in your classroom, and 

where exactly it should go. Choose a picture one of you 
knows well or a picture from this lesson. 

b) Explain your choice to another pair. As a group of four, 
decide on one picture.  

c) Listen to all the groups’ ideas. Have a vote to choose a 
picture for your classroom. 

  
R + (W) + S 
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A.6 The speaking activity samples at the Advanced level 

Course books ADVANCED 
 
 
 
 
 

Global  
 
 

Unit 6 
 

Trade & Commerce 
 

(p. 68) 
 
 
 

 
SPEAKING 
 
1) Look at the pictures, and with a partner discuss their 

connection with trade. 
 

2) Read some quotations about freedom and slavery, and 
complete each one with a suitable word, as in the example. 
Then listen to compare your ideas with the original 
quotations. 
 
1 The moment the slave resolves that he will no longer be 
a slave, his fetters fall. Freedom and slavery are mental 
states. (Ghandi) 
2 To be free is not merely to cast off one’s chains, but to 
live in a way that respects and enhances the freedom of 
____________. (Nelson Mandela) 
 

3) Which quotation do you like best, and why? Choose two or 
three of the quotations to discuss with a partner.   

 How far do you agree or disagree with the ideas, and 
why? 

 Can you think of any real current or historical 
situations to which they could be applied? 
 

 
 

R + (W) + L + S 
 

 
 
 
 

New Headway 
 
 

Unit 8 
Altered Images 

(p. 80) 
 
 

 
THE LAST WORD 
Softening the message 
 
4 With a partner, write some conversations for these 
situations, using tactful, polite language. Choose one and act 
it out in front of the class. 
 

 You want to invite someone to go out with you. Meal? 
Cinema? Dance? Picnic? 

 You phone a hotel. You want to stay three nights, and you’d 
like a quiet room. 

 Your friend has just moved into a new flat. He/she wants 
some ideas about what to do with it. 

 Someone rings to speak to your flatmate. She’s out. What 
time will she be back? (I’d have thought ...) 

 
T 8.11 Listen and compare 

 
 
 

W + S 
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New English 
File 

 
 

Unit 1 
 
 
 

What motivates 
you? 
(p. 7) 

 
 
 

 
SPEAKING 
 
(a) Think about two jobs you could talk about. Use the 
questions below to help you. Add any other information that 
you think would be relevant. Use the words and phrases in 
Vocabulary Bank Work to help you. 
 
 
 
 

A job you would love to do 
What do you think the advantages of the job would 
be? 
What makes you think you might be good at it? 
Do you know anyone who does it? 
Can you think of any drawbacks?  
A job you would hate to do 
What do you think the downsides of the job would 
be? 
Do you know anyone who does it? 
Have you ever done anything similar? 
Can you think of any positive sides of the job? 

 
(b) Listen to two people doing the task. What pros and cons do 
they mention? What two ‘noises’ do they use to give 
themselves time to think? 
 
(c) Work in groups of three. Take turns to describe the jobs 
you would love to do.  
 
(d) Now do the same for the jobs you would hate to do. 
 
(e) Decide which of the jobs described you think is the most 
attractive. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

R + (W) + L + S 
 

 
 

Straightforward 
 
 
 

Unit 9 
 

A place in the sun 
(p. 90) 

 

 
SPEAKING 
 
1) During a Caribbean cruise you have one full day on the 

small island of Tobago. Look at the list of activities on page 
152 and choose four which interest you. 
 

2) Work in pairs. Explain your choices to each other and 
agree on three that you will do together. 
 

3) Explain your choices to another pair of students and agree 
on two that you will all do together. 
 
Compare your choices with the rest of the class. 
 

 
 
 

R + (W) + S 
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English 
Unlimited 

 
 
 
 

Unit 3 
 

Language and 
Literature 

 
(p. 27) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SPEAKING 
 
4 
a) Choose a book that has had an important effect on you. 

Make two ‘word clouds’ like in 3a. 
 

1) Write words / expressions you could use to describe: 

 The plot.  

 A particular character. 

 The atmosphere. 

 The way is written. 
 

2) Write words / expressions you could use to talk about:  

 The time in your life when you read it, and how you 
felt. 

 The effect it has had on your life, or your outlook 
on life. 
 

b) Show your ‘word clouds’ to the students.  
 

1 What can they work out about the book from your words? 
2 Talk about each other’s books. Ask questions to find out 
more. 

 
5 
Think of a book or an author you loved when you were 
younger. Is it true that ‘the books that changed you when you 
were young are always going to be a disappointment when you 
are an adult?’ 
 

 
 
 

W + S 
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Appendix B. The speaking activity samples from the five series of EFL 

textbooks 
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B.1 The speaking activity samples at the Beginner level  
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B.1.1 The speaking activity from Global Beginner (2010, 9) 

 

 

 

Global, Unit 1 Name and Address 
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B.1.2 The speaking activity from New Headway Beginner (2013, 45) 

 

New Headway, Unit 6 Every day 
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B.1.3 The speaking activity from New English File Beginner (2009, 19)  

 

 

New English File, Unit 2 C A man’s car or a woman’s car 
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B.1.4 The speaking activity from Straightforward Beginner (2013, 99)   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 99 from Straightforward A1 Unit 11 Special Event  

 

 

 

 

Straightforward, Unit 11 Special event  
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B.1.5 The speaking activity from English Unlimited Beginner (2010, 34)  

 

 

 

English Unlimited, Unit 4 About you 
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B.2 The speaking activity samples at the Elementary level 
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B.2.1 The speaking activity from Global Elementary (2010, 83)         

 

 

 

 

 
Global, Unit 7 News and Weather 
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B.2.2 The speaking activity from New Headway Elementary (2013, 71)  

   

 

 

New Headway, Unit 9 City Living 
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B.2.3 The speaking activity from New English File Elementary (2009, 53)  

      

 

 

New English File, Unit 5 Who were they? 
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B.2.4 The speaking activity from Straightforward Elementary (2013, 35)  

 

 

 

Straightforward, Unit 3 1600 Pennsylvania 
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B.2.5 The speaking activity from English Unlimited Elementary (2010, 99)  

 

 

 

English Unlimited, Unit 12 Are you OK? 
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B.3 The speaking activity samples at the Pre-Intermediate level    
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B.3.1 The speaking activity from Global Pre-Intermediate (2010, 43)        

  

 

 

Global, Unit 4 Hopes & Fears 
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B.3.2 The speaking activity from New Headway Pre-Intermediate (2013, 21)  

 

 

 

 

New Headway, Unit 2 The way we live 
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B.3.3 The speaking activity from New English File Pre-Intermediate (2009, 77) 

       

 

 

New English File, Unit 7 Famous fears and phobias  
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B.3.4 The speaking activity from Straightforward Pre-Intermediate (2013, 77)  

 

 

 

Straightforward, Unit 8A The futurological conference 
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B.3.5 The speaking activity from English Unlimited Pre-Intermediate (2010, 67) 

   

 

 

English Unlimited, Unit 8 Things 
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B.4 The speaking activity samples at the Intermediate level    
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B.4.1 The speaking activity from Global Intermediate (2011, 26)           

 

 

 

Global, Unit 2 Lives & Legend 
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B.4.2 The speaking activity from New Headway Intermediate (2013, 29)  

 

   

 

New Headway, Unit 3 Good times, bad times 
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B.4.3 The speaking activity from New English File Intermediate (2009, 55) 

        

 

 

New English File, Unit 4 Back to school, aged 35  
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B.4.4 The speaking activity from Straightforward Intermediate (2013, 69) 

         

 

 

Straightforward, Unit 7 Life changes 
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B.4.5 The speaking activity from English Unlimited Intermediate (2010, 49)  

 

 

 

English Unlimited, Unit 6 Let me explain 
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B.5 The speaking activity samples at the Upper-Intermediate level   
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B.5.1 The speaking activity from Global Upper-Intermediate (2011, 36)          

 

 

 

 

 

Global, Unit 3 Land & Sea  
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B.5.2 The speaking activity from New Headway Upper-Intermediate (2012, 85) 

   

 

 

New Headway, Unit 9 Forever friends 
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B.5.3 The speaking activity from New English File Upper-Intermediate (2009, 

79)    

 

 

 

New English File, Unit 5 The psychology of music 
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B.5.4 The speaking activity from Straightforward Upper-Intermediate (2013, 

102)    

 

 

 

Straightforward, Unit 10 Good deeds 
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B.5.5 The speaking activity from English Unlimited Upper-Intermediate (2010, 

39)    

 

 

English Unlimited, Unit 5 Images 
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B.6 The speaking activity samples at the Advanced level    
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B.6.1 The speaking activity from Global Advanced (2012, 68)           

  

 

 

 

Global, Unit 6 Trade & Commerce 
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B.6.2 The speaking activity from New Headway Advanced (2012, 80)      

  

 

   

New Headway, Unit 8 Altered Images 
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B.6.3 The speaking activity from New English File Advanced (2009, 7)   

 

 

New English File, Unit 1 What motivates you 
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B.6.4 The speaking activity from Straightforward Advanced (2013, 90)   

 

 

Straightforward, Unit 9 A place in the sun 
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B.6.5 The speaking activity from English Unlimited Advanced (2010, 27)  

 

  

English Unlimited, Unit 3 Language and Literature 
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Appendix C Correlation of the Spoken Production descriptors and the 

speaking activities from Beginner to Advanced levels   
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C.1 Correlation between the Spoken Production descriptors and the speaking 
activities at the Beginner level (A1) 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRODUCTION SPOKEN 
A1 CEFR 

DESCRIPTORS 
sample activities in EFL textbooks 

 Global New 
Headway 

New  
English File 

Straight 
forward 

English 
Unlimited 

Overall Spoken 
Production 
(1) A1 user can 
produce simple many 
isolated phrases 
about people and 
places. 
 

Writing 
and 
Speaking  
U1 (p.9) 
In pairs.  
Talk about 
yourself 
(e.g. name, 
address, 
postcode) 

Talking 
about you  
U6 (p. 45) 
With a 
partner. 
Ask and 
answer 
questions 
about 2 
people in 
your 
family. 

Speaking 
and 
Writing  
U2 (p.19) 
Write about 
your 
‘dream’ car.  

Speaking  
U11 (p.99) 
Match the 
sentences to 
the pictures. 
Make a 
similar 
dialogue 

Speaking  
U4 (p.34) 
Read and 
Listen.  
Ask and 
answer 
questions. 

Sustained 
Monologue: 
Describing 
experience  
(1) A1 user can 
describe him/herself, 
what he/she does and 
where he/she lives. 
 

Writing 
and 
Speaking  
U1 (p.9) 
In pairs.  
Talk about 
yourself 
(e.g. name, 
address, 
postcode ...) 

Talking 
about you  
U6 (p. 45) 
With a 
partner. 
Ask and 
answer 
questions 
about 2 
people in 
your family. 

 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 
 

not 
fulfilled in 

this 
activity 

Sustained 
Monologue: 
Putting a case 
(e.g. in a Debate) 
 

The CEFR provides no descriptors for A1 User 

Public 
Announcements 
 

The CEFR provides no descriptors for A1 User 

Addressing 
Audiences 
(1) A1 user can read 
a very short, 
rehearsed statement 
– e.g. to introduce a 
speaker, propose a 
toast. 

 
 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 
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C.2 Correlation between the Spoken Production descriptors and the speaking 
activities at Elementary level (A2) 
 

PRODUCTION SPOKEN  
    A2 CEFR 
DESCRIPTORS 

sample activities in EFL textbooks        
Global New 

Headway 
New  

English File 
Straight 
forward 

English 
Unlimited 

Overall Spoken 
Production 
(1) A2 user can give a 
simple description or 
presentation of 
people, living or 
working conditions, 
daily routines. 
Likes/dislikes etc. as 
a short series of 
simple phrases and 
sentences linked into 
a list. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 
 
 
 
 
 

not  
fulfilled  
in this 
activity 

Speaking  
U5 (p.53) 
In groups 
of 3. Which 
you think 
are the top 
three 
people 
from your 
country. 
Tell the 
class about 
them. 

Speaking  
U3 (p.35) 
Draw a map 
of your 
house. 
Prepare a 
short 
presentatio
n of your 
home. 

 
 
 
 
 

not 
fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

Sustained 
Monologue: 
Describing 
Experience  
(1) A2 user can tell a 
story or describe 
something in a 
simple list of points.  
 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

 
(2) A2 user can 
describe everyday 
aspects of his 
environment e.g. 
people, places, a job 
or study experience. 
 

 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 

 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 

Speaking  
U5 (p.53) 
In groups 
of 3. Which 
you think 
are the top 
three 
people 
from your 
country. 
Tell the 
class about 
them. 

Speaking  
U3 (p.35) 
Draw a map 
of your 
house. 
Prepare a 
short 
presentatio
n of your 
home. 

 
 
 

not 
fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 
(3) A2 user can give 
short, basic 
descriptions of events 
and activities. 
 

 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

(4) A2 user can 
describe plans and 
arrangements, habits 
and routines, past 
activities and 
personal experiences. 

 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

 
(5) A2 user can use 
simple descriptive 
language to make 
brief statements 

 
 
 

Practice 
Comparing 
cities  
U9 (p. 71) 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

not 
fulfilled 
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about and compare 
objects and 
possessions. 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 

Complete the 
conversation
s using the 
comparative 
form. 

not 
fulfilled in 

this activity 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 

in this 
activity 

 

(6) A2 user can 
explain what he/she 
likes or dislikes about 
something. 

 
not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

 

(7) A2 user can 
describe his/her 
family, living 
conditions, 
educational 
background, present 
or most recent job. 

 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 
 

 
 
(8) A2 user can 
describe people, 
places and 
possessions in simple 
terms. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

Speaking  
U5 (p.53) 
In groups 
of three. 
Which you 
think are 
the top 
three 
people 
from your 
country. 
Tell the 
class about 
them. 

Speaking  
U3 (p.35) 
Draw a map 
of your 
house. 
Prepare a 
short 
presentatio
n of your 
home. 

 
 
 

not 
fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 

Sustained 
Monologue: 
Putting a case 
(e.g. in a Debate) 

 
The CEFR provides no descriptors for A2 User 

 

Public 
Announcements 
(1) A2 user can 
deliver very short, 
rehearsed 
announcements of 
predictable, learnt 
content which are 
intelligible to 
listeners who are 
prepared to 
concentrate. 

 
 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 

Addressing 
Audiences 
(1) A2 user can give a 
short, rehearsed 
presentation on a 
topic pertinent to his 
everyday life, briefly 
give reasons and 
explanations for 
opinions, plans and 
actions. 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 
 

 
(2) A2 user can cope 
with a limited 
number of 

 
subscale designed for assessment 
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straightforward 
follow up questions. 
 
 
 
(3) A2 user can give 
a short, rehearsed, 
basic presentation on 
a familiar subject. 

 
 
 

not  
fulfilled in 

this  
activity 

 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

Speaking  
U5 (p.53) 
In groups 
of three. 
Which you 
think are 
the top 
three 
people 
from your 
country. 
Tell the 
class about 
them. 

Speaking  
U3 (p.35) 
Draw a map 
of your 
house. 
Prepare a 
short 
presentatio
n of your 
home. 

 
 

not 
fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

(4) A2 user can 
answer 
straightforward 
follow up questions if 
he/she can as for 
repetition and if some 
help with the 
formulation of his 
reply is possible.  
 

 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
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C.3 Correlation between the Spoken Production descriptors and the speaking 

activities at Pre-Intermediate level (A2+/B1-) 
 

PRODUCTION SPOKEN 
A2+ / B1-      

CEFR 
DESCRIPTORS 

sample activities in EFL textbooks    
Global  New 

Headway 
New  

English File 
Straight 
forward 

English 
Unlimited 

Overall Spoken 
Production 
(1) A2+ user can 
give a simple 
description or 
presentation of 
people, living or 
working conditions, 
daily routines. Likes 
/ dislikes etc. as a 
short series of 
simple phrases and 
sentences linked 
into a list. 
 

Speaking  
U4 (p.43) 
Choose 
three ideas 
in the box.  
A: tell B 
about your 
ideas.  
B: ask for 
more 
information 

 
 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 
 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

Speaking  
U8 (p. 77) 
Choose a 
topic from 
the list. You 
must talk 
about the 
topic for 
thirty 
seconds.  

 
 
 
 
 

not  
fulfilled  
in this 
activity 

(1) B1- user can 
reasonably fluently 
sustain a 
straightforward 
description of one 
of a variety of 
subjects within 
his/her field of 
interests, 
presenting it as a 
linear sequence of 
points. 
 

Speaking  
U4 (p.43) 
Choose 
three ideas 
in the box.  
A: tell B 
about your 
ideas.  
B: ask for 
more 
information 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

Speaking  
U8 (p. 77) 
Choose a 
topic from 
the list. You 
must talk 
about the 
topic for 
thirty 
seconds.  

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

Sustained 
Monologue: 
Describing 
Experience  
 
(1) A2+ user can tell 
a story or describe 
something in a 
simple list of points.  
 

Speaking  
U4 (p.43) 
Choose 
three ideas 
in the box.  
A: tell B 
about your 
ideas.  
B: ask for 
more 
information 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

Speaking  
U8 (p. 77) 
Choose a 
topic from 
the list. You 
must talk 
about the 
topic for 
thirty 
seconds.  

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

(2) A2+ user can 
describe everyday 
aspects of his 
environment e.g. 
people, places, a job 
or study experience. 
 

Speaking  
U4 (p.43) 
Choose 
three ideas 
in the box.  
A: tell B 
about your 
ideas.  
B: ask for 
more 
information 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

Speaking  
U8 (p. 77) 
Choose a 
topic from 
the list. You 
must talk 
about the 
topic for 
thirty 
seconds.  

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

(3) A2+ user can 
give short, basic 
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descriptions of 
events and 
activities. 
 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

(4) A2+ user can 
describe plans and 
arrangements, 
habits and routines, 
past activities and 
personal 
experiences. 
 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

(5) A2+ user can 
use simple 
descriptive 
language to make 
brief statements 
about and compare 
objects and 
possessions. 
 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

(6) A2+ user can 
explain what he/she 
likes or dislikes 
about something. 
 

 
 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

(1) B1- user can 
give 
straightforward 
descriptions on a 
variety of familiar 
subjects within his 
field of interest. 
 

Speaking  
U4 (p.43) 
Choose 
three ideas 
in the box.  
A: tell B 
about your 
ideas.  
B: ask for 
more 
information 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

Speaking  
U8 (p. 77) 
Choose a 
topic from 
the list. You 
must talk 
about the 
topic for 
thirty 
seconds.  

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

(2) B1- user can 
reasonably fluently 
relate a 
straightforward 
narrative or 
description as a 
linear sequence of 
points. 
 

Speaking  
U4 (p.43) 
Choose 
three ideas 
in the box.  
A: tell B 
about your 
ideas.  
B: ask for 
more 
information 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

Speaking  
U8 (p. 77) 
Choose a 
topic from 
the list. You 
must talk 
about the 
topic for 
thirty 
seconds.  

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 
(3) B1 user can give 
detailed accounts of 
experiences, 
describing feelings 
and reactions. 
 

 
 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

(4) B1 user can 
relate details of 
unpredictable 
occurrences, e.g., an 
accident. 

 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
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(5) B1 user can 
relate the plot of a 
book or film and 
describe his/her 
reactions. 
 

 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

 
 
 
(6) B1 user can 
describe dreams, 
hopes and 
ambitions. 
 
 

Speaking  
U4 (p.43) 
Choose 
three ideas 
in the box.  
A: tell B 
about your 
ideas.  
B: ask for 
more 
information 
 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

Speaking  
U8 (p. 77) 
Choose a 
topic from 
the list. You 
must talk 
about the 
topic for 
thirty 
seconds.  

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 
 
 
(7) B1 user can 
describe events, real 
or imagined. 
 

Speaking  
U4 (p.43) 
Choose 
three ideas 
in the box.  
A: tell B 
about your 
ideas.  
B: ask for 
more 
information 

 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

Speaking  
U8 (p. 77) 
Choose a 
topic from 
the list. You 
must talk 
about the 
topic for 
thirty 
seconds.  

 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

(8) B1 user can 
narrate a story. 
 
 

 
not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

Sustained 
Monologue: 
Putting a case 
(e.g. in a Debate) 
 

 
 

The CEFR provides no descriptors for A2 user. 

(1) B1- user can 
briefly give reasons 
and explanations 
for opinions, plans 
and actions. 
 

 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

Public 
Announcements 
(1) A2+ user can 

deliver very 
short, 
rehearsed 
announcements 
of predictable, 
learnt content 
which are 
intelligible to 
listeners who 
are prepared to 
concentrate. 

 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 

(1) B1- user can 
deliver short, 
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rehearsed 
announcements 
on a topic 
pertinent to 
everyday 
occurrences in 
his/her field 
which, despite 
possibly very 
foreign stress 
and intonation, 
are 
nevertheless 
clearly 
intelligible. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 

Addressing 
Audiences 
(1) A2+ user can 
give a short, 
rehearsed 
presentation on a 
topic pertinent to 
his everyday life, 
briefly give reasons 
and explanations 
for opinions, plans 
and actions. 
 

Speaking  
U4 (p.43) 
Choose 
three ideas 
in the box.  
A: tell B 
about your 
ideas.  
B: ask for 
more 
information 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

Speaking  
U8 (p. 77) 
Choose a 
topic from 
the list. You 
must talk 
about the 
topic for 
thirty 
seconds.  

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

(2) A2+ user can 
cope with a limited 
number of 
straightforward 
follow up questions. 
 

 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

(1) B1- user can give 
a prepared 
straightforward 
presentation on a 
familiar topic 
within his/her field 
which is clear 
enough to be 
followed without 
difficulty most of 
the time, and in 
which the main 
points are explained 
with reasonable 
precision. 
 

Speaking  
U4 (p.43) 
Choose 
three ideas 
in the box.  
A: tell B 
about your 
ideas.  
B: ask for 
more 
information 

 
 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 
 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

Speaking  
U8 (p. 77) 
Choose a 
topic from 
the list. You 
must talk 
about the 
topic for 
thirty 
seconds.  

 
 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

(2) B1- user can 
take follow up 
questions, but may 
have to ask for 
repetition if the 
speech was rapid. 

 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
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C.4 Correlation between the Spoken Production descriptors and the speaking 
activities at Intermediate level (B1) 
 

PRODUCTION SPOKEN 
 B1     CEFR 

DESCRIPTORS 
sample activities in EFL textbooks           

Global New 
Headway 

New  
English File 

Straight 
forward 

English 
Unlimited 

Overall Spoken 
Production 
(1) B1 user can 
reasonably fluently 
sustain a straightforward 
description of one of a 
variety of subjects within 
his/her field of interest, 
presenting it as a linear 
sequence of points. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five activities 

Sustained 
Monologue: 
Describing 
Experience 
(1) B1 user can give 
straightforward 
descriptions on a variety 
of familiar subjects within 
his field of interest. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five activities 

 
(2) B1 user can 
reasonably fluently relate 
a straightforward 
narrative or description 
as a linear sequence of 
points. 
 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five activities 

 
(3) B1 user can give 
detailed accounts of 
experiences, describing 
feelings and reactions. 

Speaking  
U4 (p. 43) 
In pairs. 
Tell your 
partner 
about … 
something 
you 
like/don’t 
enjoy// 
about a 
member 
of your 
family or 
a friend. 
 

Everyday 
English  
Giving 
opinions 
U3 (p. 29) 
In pairs. 
Ask for 
and give 
opinions. 

Speaking 
U4 (p. 55) 
Agreement 
or 
disagreem
ent with a 
topic. Give 
reasons. 
Say what 
you think 
about a 
topic. 

Speaking 
U7 (p. 69) 
In pairs. 
Write 
questions to 
these 
answers. 
Interview 
your 
partner 
about their 
life change. 

Speaking 
U6 (p.49) 
Talk 
together 
about your 
problems. 
Make 
suggestion
s and give 
each other 
advice. 

(4) B1 user can relate 
details of unpredictable 
occurrences, e.g., an 
accident. 

 

 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 

(5) B1 user can relate the 
plot of a book or film and 

  
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 
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describe his/her 
reactions. 

 

(6) B1 user can describe 
dreams, hopes and 
ambitions. 
 

 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

(7) B1 user can describe 
events, real or imagined. 
 

 
not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

(8) B1 user can narrate a 
story. 
 

 
not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

 
Sustained 
Monologue: Putting a 
case (e.g. in a Debate) 
 
(1) B1 user can develop 
an argument well enough 
to be followed without 
difficulty most of the 
time. 
 

 
 
 
 

not 
fulfilled in 

this 
activity 

 

 
 
 
 

not 
fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 

Speaking 
U4 (p. 55) 
Agreement 
or 
disagreem
ent with a 
topic. Give 
reasons. 
Say what 
you think 
about a 
topic. 

Speaking 
U7 (p. 69) 
In pairs. 
Write 
questions to 
these 
answers. 
Interview 
your 
partner 
about their 
life change. 

 
 
 
 

not 
fulfilled in 

this activity 
 

 
(2) B1 user can briefly 
give reasons and 
explanations for 
opinions, plans and 
actions. 
 

 
 
 
 

not 
fulfilled in 

this 
activity 

 

 
 
 
 

not 
fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 

Speaking 
U4 (p. 55) 
Agreement 
or 
disagreem
ent with a 
topic. Give 
reasons. 
Say what 
you think 
about a 
topic. 

Speaking 
U7 (p. 69) 
In pairs. 
Write 
questions to 
these 
answers. 
Interview 
your 
partner 
about their 
life change. 

 
 
 
 

not 
fulfilled in 

this activity 
 

Public 

Announcements 

(1) B1 user can deliver 

short, rehearsed 

announcements on a 

topic pertinent to 

everyday occurrences in 

his/her field which, 

despite possibly very 

foreign stress and 

intonation, are 

nevertheless clearly 

intelligible.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

Addressing 

Audiences 

(1) B1 user can give a 

prepared straightforward 

presentation on a familiar 

topic within his/her field 

which is clear enough to 

be followed without 

Speaking  
U4 (p. 43) 
In pairs. 
Tell your 
partner 
about (…) 
something  
you 
like/don’t 

 
 
 
 

not 
fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 

Speaking 
U4 (p. 55) 
Agreement 
or 
disagreem
ent with a 
topic. Give 
reasons. 
Say what 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 

 
 
 
 

not 
fulfilled in 

this activity 
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difficulty most of the 

time, and in which the 

main points are explained 

with reasonable 

precision. 

enjoy// 
about a 
member 
of your 
family or 
a friend 

you think 
about a 
topic. 

(2) B1 user can take 
follow up questions, but 
may have to ask for 
repetition if the speech 
was rapid.  
 

 
 

subscale designed for assessment 

 

 



358 
 

 
 

C.5 Correlation between the Spoken Production descriptors and the speaking 
activities at Upper-Intermediate level (B2) 
 

PRODUCTION SPOKEN 
B2 CEFR 

DESCRIPTORS 
sample activities in EFL textbooks 

Global New 
Headway 

New English 
File 

Straight 
forward 

English 
Unlimited 

Overall Spoken 
Production 
(1) B2 user can give clear, 
systematically developed 
descriptions and 
presentations, with 
appropriate highlighting of 
significant points, and 
relevant supporting detail.  
[REPEATED in Addressing 
Audiences B2] 

 
 
 
 

not 
fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 

Everyday 
English 
Making 
your 
point  
U9 (p.85) 
Have a 
class 
debate.  
Prepare 
the 
debate in 
groups. 
Then, 
conduct 
the 
debate. 

Speaking 
U5 (p. 79) 
Debate 
about two 
topics. In 
groups, As 
and Bs.  
Bs take 
notes and 
As speak, 
and vice 
versa. 

Speaking 
U10 (p. 
102) 
Work in 
pairs. 
Discuss 
this 
situation. 
Answer the 
questions 
and give 
some 
advice. 
 

Speaking 
U5 (p. 39) 
In pairs.  
Decide on 
a picture 
in your 
classroom. 
Explain  
your 
choice. 

 
(2) B2 user can give clear, 
detailed descriptions and 
presentations on a wide 
range of subjects related to 
his/her field of interest, 
expanding and supporting 
ideas with subsidiary points 
and relevant examples. 
[REPEATED in Describing 
Experience B2] 
 

 
 
 
 

not 
fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 

Everyday 
English 
Making 
your 
point  
U9 (p.85) 
Have a 
class 
debate.  
Prepare 
the 
debate in 
groups. 
Then, 
conduct 
the 
debate. 

Speaking 
U5 (p. 79) 
Debate 
about two 
topics. In 
groups, As 
and Bs.  
Bs take 
notes and 
As speak, 
and vice 
versa. 

Speaking 
U10 (p. 
102) 
Work in 
pairs. 
Discuss 
this 
situation. 
Answer the 
questions 
and give 
some 
advice. 
 

Speaking 
U5 (p. 39) 
In pairs.  
Decide on 
a picture 
in your 
classroom. 
Explain  
your 
choice. 

Sustained Monologue: 
Describing Experience  
(1) B2 user can give clear, 
detailed descriptions on a 
wide range of subjects 
related to his field of 
interest. [REPEATED in 
Overall Spoken Production 
B2] 

 
 
 
 
 

not 
fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 

Everyday 
English 
Making 
your 
point  
U9 (p.85) 
Have a 
class 
debate.  
Prepare 
the 
debate in 
groups. 
Then, 
conduct 
the 
debate. 

Speaking 
U5 (p. 79) 
Debate 
about two 
topics. In 
groups, As 
and Bs.  
Bs take 
notes and 
As speak, 
and vice 
versa. 

Speaking 
U10 (p. 
102) 
Work in 
pairs. 
Discuss 
this 
situation. 
Answer the 
questions 
and give 
some 
advice. 
 

Speaking 
U5 (p. 39) 
In pairs.  
Decide on 
a picture 
in your 
classroom. 
Explain  
your 
choice. 
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Sustained Monologue: 
Putting a case (e.g. in a 
Debate) 
(1) B2 user can develop an 
argument systematically 
with appropriate 
highlighting of significant 
points, and relevant 
supporting detail. 
 

 
 

subscale designed for assessment 

(2) B2 user can develop a 
clear argument, expanding 
and supporting his/her 
points of view at some 
length with subsidiary 
points and relevant 
examples. 
 

 
 

subscale designed for assessment 

(3) B2 user can construct a 
chain of reasoned 
argument. 

 

 
subscale designed for assessment 

 

(4) B2 user can explain a 
viewpoint on a topical issue 
giving the advantages and 
disadvantages of various 
options. 

 
 
 
 
 

not 
fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 

Everyday 
English 
Making 
your 
point  
U9 (p.85) 
Have a 
class 
debate.  
Prepare 
the 
debate in 
groups. 
Then, 
conduct 
the 
debate. 

Speaking 
U5 (p. 79) 
Debate 
about two 
topics. In 
groups, As 
and Bs.  
Bs take 
notes and 
As speak, 
and vice 
versa. 

Speaking 
U10 (p. 
102) 
Work in 
pairs. 
Discuss 
this 
situation. 
Answer the 
questions 
and give 
some 
advice. 
 

Speaking 
U5 (p. 39) 
In pairs.  
Decide on 
a picture 
in your 
classroom. 
Explain  
your 
choice. 

Public Announcements 
(1) B2 user can deliver 
announcements on most 
general topics with a degree 
of clarity, fluency and 
spontaneity which causes 
no strain or inconvenience 
to the listener.  

 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

Addressing Audiences 
 
(1) B2 user can give a clear, 
systematically developed 
presentation, with 
highlighting of significant 
points, and relevant 
supporting detail. 
[REPEATED IN – Overall 
Spoken Production B2] 
 

 
 
 
 

not 
fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 

Everyday 
English 
Making 
your 
point  
U9 (p.85) 
Have a 
class 
debate.  
Prepare 
the 
debate in 
groups. 

Speaking 
U5 (p. 79) 
Debate 
about two 
topics. In 
groups, As 
and Bs.  
Bs take 
notes and 
As speak, 
and vice 
versa. 

Speaking 
U10 (p. 
102) 
Work in 
pairs. 
Discuss 
this 
situation. 
Answer the 
questions 
and give 
some 
advice. 

Speaking 
U5 (p. 39) 
In pairs.  
Decide on 
a picture 
in your 
classroom. 
Explain  
your 
choice. 



360 
 

 
 

Then, 
conduct 
the 
debate. 

 

(2) B2 user can depart 
spontaneously from a 
prepared text and follow up 
interesting points raised by 
members of the audience, 
often showing remarkable 
fluency and ease of 
expression. 

 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

 
(3) B2 user can give a clear, 
prepared presentation, 
giving reasons in support of 
or against a particular point 
of view and giving the 
advantages and 
disadvantages of various 
options. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

not 
fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 

Everyday 
English 
Making 
your 
point  
U9 (p.85) 
Have a 
class 
debate.  
Prepare 
the 
debate in 
groups. 
Then, 
conduct 
the 
debate. 

Speaking 
U5 (p. 79) 
Debate 
about two 
topics. In 
groups, As 
and Bs.  
Bs take 
notes and 
As speak, 
and vice 
versa. 

Speaking 
U10 (p. 
102) 
Work in 
pairs. 
Discuss 
this 
situation. 
Answer the 
questions 
and give 
some 
advice. 
 

Speaking 
U5 (p. 39) 
In pairs.  
Decide on 
a picture 
in your 
classroom. 
Explain  
your 
choice. 

(4) B2 user can take a 
series of follow up 
questions with a degree of 
fluency and spontaneity 
which poses no strain for 
either him/herself or the 
audience.  

 
subscale designed for assessment 
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C.6 Correlation between the Spoken Production descriptors and the speaking 
activities at Advanced level (C1) 
 

PRODUCTION SPOKEN 
   C1 CEFR      

DESCRIPTORS 

sample activities in EFL textbooks                   
Global New 

Headway 
New  

English File 
Straight 
forward 

English 
Unlimited 

Overall Spoken 
Production 
(1) C1 user can give 
clear, detailed 
descriptions and 
presentations on 
complex subjects, 
integrating sub 
themes, developing 
particular points and 
rounding off with an 
appropriate 
conclusion.  
[REPEATED in 
Describing 
Experience C1 
(between the 2 
subscales that 
integrate the 
descriptor] 
 

Speaking 
U6 (p.68) 
Compare 
your ideas 
with the 
original 
quotations. 
Choose some 
quotations to 
discuss with 
a partner.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

not 
fulfilled in 

this 
activity 

 

Speaking   
U1 (p.7) 
In groups 
of three. 
Describe 
the jobs 
you would 
love/hate 
to do. 
Decide 
which jobs 
is the most 
attractive.  

Speaking  
U9 (p.90) 
Choose four 
activities to 
do in a 
Caribbean 
cruise. Work 
in pairs. 
Explain and 
compare 
your 
choices. 

Speaking  
U3 (p.27) 
Write 
words you 
could use 
to talk 
about (...).  
Talk about 
each 
other’s 
books (...). 

Sustained 
Monologue: 
Describing 
Experience  
(1) C1 user can give 
clear, detailed 
descriptions of 
complex subjects. 
[REPEATED in 
Overall Spoken 
Production C1] 
 

Speaking 
U6 (p.68) 
Compare 
your ideas 
with the 
original 
quotations. 
Choose some 
quotations to 
discuss with 
a partner.  
 

 
 
 
 

not 
fulfilled in 

this 
activity 

 

Speaking   
U1 (p.7) 
In groups 
of three. 
Describe 
the jobs 
you would 
love/hate 
to do. 
Decide 
which jobs 
is the most 
attractive.  

Speaking  
U9 (p.90) 
Choose four 
activities to 
do in a 
Caribbean 
cruise. Work 
in pairs. 
Explain and 
compare 
your 
choices. 

Speaking  
U3 (p.27) 
Write 
words you 
could use 
to talk 
about (...).  
Talk about 
each 
other’s 
books (...). 

(2) C1 user can give 
elaborate 
descriptions and 
narratives, 
integrating sub 
themes, developing 
particular points and 
rounding off with an 
appropriate 
conclusion. 
[REPEATED in 
Overall Spoken 
Production C1] 
 

Speaking 
U6 (p.68) 
Compare 
your ideas 
with the 
original 
quotations. 
Choose some 
quotations to 
discuss with 
a partner.  

 
 
 
 

not 
fulfilled in 

this 
activity 

 

Speaking   
U1 (p.7) 
In groups 
of three. 
Describe 
the jobs 
you would 
love/hate 
to do. 
Decide 
which jobs 
is the most 
attractive.  

Speaking  
U9 (p.90) 
Choose four 
activities to 
do in a 
Caribbean 
cruise. Work 
in pairs. 
Explain and 
compare 
your 
choices. 

Speaking  
U3 (p.27) 
Write 
words you 
could use 
to talk 
about (...).  
Talk about 
each 
other’s 
books (...). 

Sustained 
Monologue: 
putting a case 
(e.g. in a Debate) 
 

 
 

The CEFR provides no descriptors for C1 User 
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Public 
Announcements 
(1) C1 user can 
deliver 
announcements 
fluently, almost 
effortlessly, using 
stress and intonation 
to convey finer 
shades of meaning 
precisely. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

Addressing 
Audiences 
(1) C1 user can give a 
clear, well-structured 
presentation of a 
complex subject, 
expanding and 
supporting points of 
view at some length 
with subsidiary 
points, reasons and 
relevant examples. 
 

Speaking 
U6 (p.68) 
Compare 
your ideas 
with the 
original 
quotations. 
Choose some 
quotations to 
discuss with 
a partner.  
 

 
 
 
 

not 
fulfilled in 

this 
activity 

 

Speaking   
U1 (p.7) 
In groups 
of three. 
Describe 
the jobs 
you would 
love/hate 
to do. 
Decide 
which jobs 
is the most 
attractive.  

Speaking  
U9 (p.90) 
Choose four 
activities to 
do in a 
Caribbean 
cruise. Work 
in pairs. 
Explain and 
compare 
your 
choices. 

Speaking  
U3 (p.27) 
Write 
words you 
could use 
to talk 
about (...).  
Talk about 
each 
other’s 
books (...). 

(2) C1 user can 
handle interjections 
well, responding 
spontaneously and 
almost effortlessly.  
 

 
 

subscale designed for assessment  
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Appendix D. Correlation of the Spoken Interaction descriptors and 

the speaking activities from Beginner to Advanced levels 
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D.1 Correlation between the Spoken Interaction descriptors and the speaking 
activities at Beginner level (A1) 
 

INTERACTION SPOKEN 

A1 CEFR 
DESCRIPTORS 

sample activities in EFL textbooks          
Global New 

Headway 
New  

English File 
Straight 
forward 

English 
Unlimited 

Overall Spoken 
Interaction 
(1) A1 User can 
interact in a simple way 
but communication is 
totally dependent on 
repetition at a slower 
rate of speech, 
rephrasing and repair. 

 

 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 

 
(2) A1 User can ask 
and answer simple 
questions, initiate and 
respond to simple 
statements in areas of 
immediate need or on 
very familiar topics. 
[REPEATED in 
Information Exchange 
A1] 

Writing & 
Speaking  
U1 (p.9) 
In pairs. 
Ask 
questions 
to complete 
the form 
(name, 
address ...) 

Practice  
Talking 
about you  
U6 (p.45) 
Ask 
questions 
about your 
family 

 

 

 

not fulfilled 

in this 

activity 

Speaking  
U.11 (p.99) 
Read and 
listen to the 
dialogue. 
Match it to 
the 
pictures. In 
pairs. 

Speaking  
U.4 (p. 
34) 
Read and 
listen. Ask 
and 
answer 
questions. 
Game: 
guess the 
person. 

Understanding a 
native speaker 
interlocutor 
(1) A1 user can 
understand everyday 
expressions aimed at 
the satisfaction of 
simple needs of a 
concrete type, 
delivered directly to 
him/her in clear, slow 
and repeated speech by 
a sympathetic speaker. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 

(2) A1 user can 
understand questions 
and instructions 
addressed carefully 
and slowly to him/her 
and follow short, 
simple directions. 
[REPEATED in GOCO 
+ Information 
Exchange A1] 
 

 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 

Conversation 
(1) A1 User can make 
an introduction and 
use basic greeting and 
leave-taking 
expressions.  
 

 
 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 
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(2) A1 User can ask 
how people are and 
react to news. 
 

 
not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

(3) A1 User can 
understand everyday 
expressions aimed at 
the satisfaction of 
simple needs of a 
concrete type, 
delivered directly to 
him/her in clear, slow 
and repeated speech by 
a sympathetic speaker. 
 

 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 

Informal 
Discussion (with 
friends) 
 

The CEFR provides no descriptors for A1 User 

Formal Discussion 
(meetings) 
 

The CEFR provides no descriptors for A1 User 

Goal-oriented Co-
operation 
(1) A1 User can 
understand questions 
and instructions 
addressed carefully 
and slowly to him/her 
and follow short, 
simple directions. 
[REPEATED in 
Understanding Native 
Speaker + Information 
Exchange A1]  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 

(2) A1 User can ask 
people for things, and 
give people things. 
[REPEATED in 
Transactions to 
Obtain Goods -A1] 
 

 

Transactions to 
Obtain Goods and 
Services 
(1) A1 User can ask 
people for things and 
give people things. 
[REPEATED in Goal-
Oriented Co-operation 
-A1] 
 

 
 
 
 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

 
(2) A1 User can handle 
numbers, quantities, 
cost and time. 
3 TB activities in 
partial fashion: G, NH 
& NEF (postcode and 
phone number, time 

Writing & 
Speaking  
U1 (p.9) 
In pairs. 
Ask 
questions 
to complete 
the form 

Practice  
Talking 
about you  
U6 (p.45) 
Ask 
questions 
about your 
family 

Speaking & 
Writing  
U2 (p.19) 
Talk in 
small 
groups 
about your 
car.  Write 

 

 

 

not fulfilled  

in this 

activity 

 

 

 

not 

fulfilled  
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and numbers, 
respectively) 

(name, 
address ...) 
[post code 
and 
number] 

[time] about your 
‘dream’ car. 
Tell a 
partner. 
[a model 
car] 

in this 

activity 

Information 
exchange 
(1) A1 User can 
understand questions 
and instructions 
addressed carefully 
and slowly to him/her 
and follow short, 
simple directions. 
[REPEATED in Goal-
Oriented Co-operation 
A1] 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 

 
 
(2) A1 User can ask 
and answer simple 
questions, initiate and 
respond to simple 
statements in areas of 
immediate need or on 
very familiar topics. 
[REPEATED in 
Overall Spoken 
Interaction A1] 
 

Writing & 
Speaking 
U.1 (p.9) 
In pairs. 
Ask 
questions 
to complete 
the form 
(name, 
address ...) 
 

Practice  
Talking 
about you 
U.6 (p.45) 
Ask 
questions 
about your 
family 

 

 

 

 

not fulfilled  

in this 

activity 

Speaking  
U11 (p.99) 
Read and 
listen to the 
dialogue. 
Match it to 
the 
pictures. In 
pairs. 

Speaking  
U4 (p. 34) 
Read and 
listen. 
Ask and 
answer 
questions. 
Game: 
guess the 
person. 

 
(3) A1 User can ask 
and answer questions 
about themselves and 
other people, where 
they live, people they 
know, things they have.  
 

Writing & 
Speaking 
U.1 (p.9) 
In pairs. 
Ask 
questions 
to complete 
the form 
(name, 
address ...) 

Practice  
Talking 
about you 
U.6 (p.45) 
Ask 
questions 
about your 
family 

 

 

 

not fulfilled  

in this 

activity 

Speaking  
U11 (p.99) 
Read and 
listen to the 
dialogue. 
Match it to 
the 
pictures. In 
pairs. 

Speaking  
U4 (p. 34) 
Read and 
listen. 
Ask and 
answer 
questions. 
Game: 
guess the 
person. 

(4) A1 User can 
indicate time by such 
phrases as next week, 
last Friday, in 
November, three 
o’clock. 
 

 
 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

Interviewing and 
being interviewed 
(1) A1 User can reply 
in an interview to 
simple direct questions 
spoken very slowly and 
clearly in direct non-
idiomatic speech about 
personal details. 

 

Writing & 
Speaking 
U.1 (pp.9) 
In pairs. 
Ask 
questions 
to complete 
the form 
(name, 
address ...) 

Practice  
Talking 
about you 
U.6 (p.45) 
Ask 
questions 
about your 
family 

 

 

 

not fulfilled  

in this 

activity 

Speaking  
U11 (p.99) 
Read and 
listen to the 
dialogue. 
Match it to 
the 
pictures. In 
pairs. 

Speaking  
U4 (p. 34) 
Read and 
listen. 
Ask and 
answer 
questions. 
Game: 
guess the 
person. 

 



368 
 

 
 

D.2 Correlation between the Spoken Interaction descriptors and the speaking 
activities at Elementary level (A2) 
 

                      INTERACTION SPOKEN      
  A2 CEFR 

DESCRIPTORS 
sample activities in EFL textbooks               

Global New  
Headway 

New  
English File 

Straight 
forward 

English 
Unlimited 

Overall Spoken 
Interaction 
 
(1) A2 user can 
interact with 
reasonable ease in 
structured situations 
and short 
conversations, 
provided the other 
person helps if 
necessary. 
 

Speaking  
U7 (p. 83) 
In pairs. 
Change 
some 
information 
from 
exercise 2. 
Then read 
them 
together. 

 
 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 
 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 
 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

Speaking  
U12 (p.99)  
In pairs. A: 
the 
pharmacist. 
B: you feel 
ill. Change 
roles.  

(2) A2 user can 
manage simple, 
routine exchanges 
without undue 
effort. REPEATED 
in Understanding 
NS A2 + 
Information 
Exchange A1] 

 

 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

 
 
(3) A2 user can ask 
and answer 
questions and 
exchange ideas and 
information on 
familiar topics in 
predictable everyday 
situations. 
 

Speaking  
U7 (p. 83) 
In pairs. 
Change 
some 
information 
from 
exercise 2. 
Then read 
them 
together. 

 
 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 
 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 
 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

Speaking  
U12 (p.99)  
In pairs. A: 
the 
pharmacist. 
B: you feel 
ill. Change 
roles.  

(4) A2 user can 
communicate in 
simple and routine 
tasks requiring a 
simple and direct 
exchange of 
information on 
familiar and routine 
matters to do with 
work and free time. 
 

Speaking  
U7 (p. 83) 
In pairs. 
Change 
some 
information 
from 
exercise 2. 
Then read 
them 
together. 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

Speaking  
U12 (p.99)  
In pairs. A: 
the 
pharmacist. 
B: you feel 
ill. Change 
roles.  

 
(5) A2 user can 
handle very short 
social exchanges but 
is rarely able to 
understand enough 
to keep conversation 
going of his/her own 

 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
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accord. [REPEATED 
in Conversation A2] 
 
Understanding a 
Native Speaker 
Interlocutor 
(1) A2 User can 
understand enough 
to manage simple, 
routine exchanges 
without undue 
effort. [REPEATED 
in Overall Spoken 
Interaction A2 + 
Information 
Exchange A2] 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 

(2) A2 User can 
generally 
understand clear, 
standard speech on 
familiar matters 
directed at him/her, 
provided he/she can 
ask for repetition or 
reformulation from 
time to time. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 

(3) A2 User can 
understand what is 
said clearly, slowly 
and directly to 
him/her in simple 
everyday 
conversation. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 

(4) A2 User can be 
made to understand, 
if the speaker can 
take the trouble. 

 

 
 

subscale designed for assessment 

Conversation 
(1) A2 user can 
establish social 
contact: greetings 
and farewells; 
introductions, giving 
thanks. 

 

 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 

(2) A2 user can 
generally 
understand clear, 
standard speech on 
familiar matters 
directed at him/her, 
provided he/she can 
ask for repetition or 
reformulation from 
time to time. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
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(3) A2 user can 
participate in short 
conversations in 
routine contexts on 
topics of interest. 

 
 

Speaking  
U7 (p. 83) 
In pairs. 
Change 
some 
information 
from 
exercise 2. 
Then read 
them 
together. 
 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 
 
 
 

not 
fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

Speaking  
U12 (p.99)  
In pairs. A: 
the 
pharmacist. 
B: you feel 
ill. Change 
roles.  

(4) A2 user can 
express how he/she 
feels in simple terms, 
and express thanks. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

(5) A2 user can 
handle very short 
social exchanges but 
is rarely able to 
understand enough 
to keep conversation 
going of his/her own 
accord, though 
he/she can be made 
to understand if the 
speaker will take the 
trouble. REPEATED 
in Overall Spoken 
Interaction A2 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 

(6) A2 user can use 
simple everyday 
polite forms of 
greeting and 
address. 
 

 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

(7) A2 user can 
make and respond to 
invitations, 
invitations and 
apologies. 
 

 
 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

(8) A2 user can say 
what he/she likes 
and dislikes 

 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 
 
Informal 
discussion (with 
friends) 
(1) A2 user can 
generally identify 
the topic of 
discussion around 
her which is 

 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
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conducted slowly 
and clearly. 
 
 
(2) A2 user can 
discuss what to do in 
the evening, at the 
weekend. 

 
not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

 

 
(3) A2 user can 
make and respond to 
suggestions. 
 

 
not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

 

 
(4) A2 user can 
agree and disagree 
with others. 
 

 
not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

 

(5) A2 user can 
discuss everyday 
practical issues in a 
simple way when 
addressed clearly, 
slowly and directly. 
 

 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

(6) A2 user can 
discuss what to do, 
where to go and 
make arrangements 
to meet. 
 

 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

Formal 
discussion and 
meetings 
(1) A2 can generally 
follow changes of 
topic in formal 
discussion related to 
his/her field which is 
conducted slowly 
and clearly. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

(2) A2 can exchange 
relevant information 
and give his/her 
opinion on practical 
problems when 
asked directly, 
provided he/she 
receives some help 
with formulation 
and can ask for 
repetition of key 
points if necessary. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

 
(3) A2 can say what 
he/she thinks about 
when addressed 
directly in a formal 
meeting, provided 

 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
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he/she can ask for 
repetition of key 
points if necessary. 

 
Goal-Oriented 
Co-operation  
 
(1) A2 user can 
understand enough 
to manage simple, 
routine tasks 
without undue 
effort, asking very 
simply for repetition 
when he/she does 
not understand. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

(2) A2 user can 
discuss what to do 
next, making and 
responding to 
suggestions, asking 
for and giving 
directions. 
 

 
 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

(3) A2 user can 
indicate when 
he/she is following 
and can be made to 
understand what is 
necessary, if the 
speaker takes the 
trouble. 

 

 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

(4) A2 user can 
communicate in 
simple and routine 
tasks using simple 
phrases to ask for 
and provide things, 
to get simple 
information and to 
discuss what to do 
next. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

Transactions to 
Obtain Goods & 
Services 
 
(1) A2 user can deal 
with common 
aspects of everyday 
living such as travel, 
lodgings, eating and 
shopping. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

 
(2) A2 user can get 
all the information 
needed from a 
tourist office, as 

 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 
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long as it is of a 
straightforward, 
non-specialised 
nature. 
 
(3) A2 user can ask 
for and provide 
everyday goods and 
services. 

 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 
 

(4) A2 user can get 
simple information 
about travel, use 
public transport: 
buses, trains, and 
taxis, ask and give 
directions, and buy 
tickets. 
 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

(5) A2 user can ask 
about things and 
make simple 
transactions in 
shops, post offices or 
banks. 
 

 
 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

(6) A2 user can give 
and receive 
information about 
quantities, numbers, 
prices etc. 
 

 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

(7) A2 user can 
make simple 
purchases by stating 
what is wanted and 
asking the price. 
 

 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

(8) A2 user can 
order a meal. 
 

 
not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

 
Information 
exchange 
(1) A2 user can 
understand enough 
to manage simple, 
routine exchanges 
without undue 
effort. REPEATED 
in Overall Spoken 
Interaction A2 + 
Understanding N.S. 
A2] 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

 
(2) A2 user can deal 
with practical 
everyday demands: 
finding out and 
passing on 
straightforward 
factual information. 

Speaking  
U7 (p. 83) 
In pairs. 
Change 
some 
information 
from 
exercise 2. 

Practice 
Comparing 
cities 
U9 (p. 71) 
Complete the 
conversations 
using the 

Speaking 
U5 (p.53) 
In 
groups of 
3. Which 
you 
think are 
the top 

Speaking  
U3 (p.35) 
Draw a map 
of your 
house. Make 
a short 
presentation. 

Speaking  
U12 (p.99)  
In pairs. A: 
the 
pharmacist. 
B: you feel 
ill. Change 
roles.  
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 Then read 
them 
together. 

comparative 
form 

three 
people 
from 
your 
country. 
Tell the 
class 
about 
them. 

 
(3) A2 user can ask 
and answer 
questions about 
habits and routines. 
 

 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

(4) A2 user can ask 
and answer 
questions about 
pastimes and past 
activities. 
 

 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

(5) A2 user can give 
and follow simple 
directions and 
instructions e.g. 
explain how to get 
somewhere. 

 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

 
(6) A2 user can 
communicate in 
simple and routine 
tasks requiring a 
simple and direct 
exchange of 
information. 
 

Speaking  
U7 (p. 83) 
In pairs. 
Change 
some 
information 
from 
exercise 2. 
Then read 
them 
together. 
 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

Speaking  
U12 (p.99)  
In pairs. A: 
the 
pharmacist. 
B: you feel 
ill. Change 
roles.  

 
(7) A2 user can 
exchange limited 
information on 
familiar and routine 
operational matters 
 

Speaking  
U7 (p. 83) 
In pairs. 
Change 
some 
information 
from 
exercise 2. 
Then read 
them 
together. 
 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

Speaking  
U12 (p.99)  
In pairs. A: 
the 
pharmacist. 
B: you feel 
ill. Change 
roles.  

(8) A2 user can ask 
and answer 
questions about 
what they do at work 
and in free time 
 

 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

(9) A2 user can ask 
for and give 
directions referring 
to a map or plan. 

 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 
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(10) A2 user can ask 
for and provide 
personal 
information. 
 

 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

Interviewing and 
being 
interviewed  
(1) A2 User can 
make him/herself 
understood in an 
interview and 
communicating 
ideas and 
information on 
familiar topics, 
provided he/she can 
ask for clarification 
occasionally, and is 
given some help to 
express what he/she 
wants to. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

(2) A2 User can 
answer simple 
questions and 
respond to simple 
statements in an 
interview. 
 

 
 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 
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D.3 Correlation between the Spoken Interaction descriptors and the speaking 

activities at Pre-Intermediate level (A2+/B1-) 

 
INTERACTION SPOKEN        

A2+ / B1-  CEFR 

DESCRIPTORS 

sample activities in EFL textbooks            
Global New  

Headway 
New 

English File 
Straight 
forward 

English 
Unlimited 

Overall spoken 
interaction 
(1) A2+ user can 
interact with 
reasonable ease in 
structured situations 
and short 
conversations, 
provided the other 
person helps if 
necessary. 
 

Speaking 
U4 (p. 43) 
In pairs. A 
tell B about 
your ideas  
B ask for 
more 
information. 
(from a list) 

 
 
 

not  
fulfilled in  

this activity 

 
 
 

not  
fulfilled in  

this activity 

 
 
 

not 
fulfilled in 

this 
activity 

Speaking  
U8 (p.67) 
In pairs. 
Change 
roles. 

 
(2) A2+ user can 
manage simple, 
routine exchanges 
without undue effort. 
REPEATED in 
Understanding a 
Native Speaker, p.2 + 
Information 
Exchange., p. 7 

 

 
 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

(3) A2+ user can ask 
and answer questions 
and exchange ideas 
and information on 
familiar topics in 
predictable everyday 
situations. 
 

Speaking 
U4 (p. 43) 
In pairs. A 
tell B about 
your ideas  
B ask for 
more 
information. 
(from a list) 
 

 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 
 
 

not 
fulfilled in 

this 
activity 

Speaking  
U8 (p.67) 
In pairs. 
Change 
roles. 

(1) B1- user can exploit 
a wide range of simple 
language to deal with 
most situations likely 
to arise whilst 
travelling. 
 

 
 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 
 
 

 
(2) B1- user can enter 
unprepared into 
conversation of 
familiar topics, express 
personal opinions and 
exchange information 
on topics that are 
familiar, of personal 
interest or pertinent to 
everyday life (e.g. 
family, hobbies, work, 

 
 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
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travel and current 
events). 
 
Understanding a 
Native Speaker 
Interlocutor 
(1) A2+ user can 
understand enough to 
manage simple, 
routine exchanges 
without undue effort. 
[REPEATED in 
Overall Spoken 
Interaction + 
Information Exchange 
– A2] 

 

 

 

 

 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

(2) A2+ user can 
generally understand 
clear, standard speech 
on familiar matters 
directed at him/her, 
provided he/she can 
ask for repetition or 
reformulation from 
time to time. 
 

 

 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

(3) B1- user can follow 
clearly articulated 
speech directed at 
him/her in everyday 
conversation, though 
will sometimes have to 
ask for repetition of 
particular words and 
phrases.  
 
 

 

 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

Conversation 
(1) A2+ user can 
establish social 
contact: greetings and 
farewells; 
introductions, giving 
thanks. 

 

 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

(2) A2+ user can 
generally understand 
clear, standard speech 
on familiar matters 
directed at him/her, 
provided he/she can 
ask for repetition or 
reformulation from 
time to time. 

 

 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

 
(3) A2+ user can 
participate in short 
conversations in 

Speaking 
U4 (p. 43) 
In pairs. A 
tell B about 
your ideas  

Everyday 
English 
Making 
conversation 
U2 (p.21) 

Speaking  
U7 (p.77) 
Ask & 
answer in 
pairs.  

 
 

not 
fulfilled in 

Speaking  
U8 (p.67) 
In pairs. 
Change 
roles. 
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routine contexts on 
topics of interest. 
 

B ask for 
more 
information. 
(from a list) 

Think 
questions to 
ask s.o. 
about these 
subjects. 
 

Swap roles. this 
activity 

(4) A2+ user can 
express how he/she 
feels in simple terms, 
and express thanks. 
 

 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

(1) B1- user can enter 
unprepared into 
conversations on 
familiar topics. 
 

 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

 
(2) B1- user can follow 
clearly articulated 
speech directed at 
him/her in everyday 
conversation, though 
will sometimes have to 
ask for repetition of 
particular words and 
phrases. 
 
 

 

 

 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

(3) B1- user can 
maintain a 
conversation or 
discussion but may 
sometimes be difficult 
to follow when trying 
to say exactly what 
he/she would like to. 
 

 

 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

(4) B1- user can 
express and respond to 
feelings such as 
surprise, happiness, 
sadness, interest and 
indifference. 
 

 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

Informal 
Discussion (with 
friends): 
(1) A2+ user can 
generally identify the 
topic of discussion 
around her which is 
conducted slowly and 
clearly. 

 

 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

(2) A2+ user can 
discuss what to do in 
the evening, at the 
weekend. 
 

 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 
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(3) A2+ user can make 
and respond to 
suggestions. 
 

 
not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

(4) A2+ user can agree 
and disagree with 
others. 
 

 
not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

 

(1) B1- user can 
generally follow the 
main points in an 
informal discussion 
with friends provided 
speech is clearly 
articulated in standard 
dialect. 
 

 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

 
(2) B1- user can give or 
seek personal views 
and opinions in 
discussing topics of 
interest. 
 

 
 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 
 

(3) B1- user can make 
his/her opinions and 
reactions understood 
as regards solutions to 
problems or practical 
questions of where to 
go, what to do, how to 
organise an event (e.g. 
an outing). 
 

 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 

(4) B1- user can 
express belief, opinion, 
agreement and 
disagreement politely. 
 

 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 
 

Formal discussion 

(meetings) 

(1) A2+ user can 

generally follow 

changes of topic in 

formal discussion 

related to his/her field 

which is conducted 

slowly and clearly. 

 
 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 

 

(2) A2+ user can 

exchange relevant 

information and give 

his/her opinion on 

practical problems 

when asked directly, 

provided he/she 

receives some help 

with formulation and 

can ask for repetition 

 

 

 

subscale designed for assessment 

 



380 
 

 
 

of key points if 

necessary.  

(1) B1- user can follow 
much of what is said 
that is related to 
his/her field, provided 
interlocutors avoid 
very idiomatic usage 
and articulate clearly. 

 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

(2) B1- user can put 
over a point of view 
clearly, but has 
difficulty engaging in 
debate.  

 

 

subscale designed for assessment 

 

(3) B1- user can take 
part in routine formal 
discussion of familiar 
subjects which is 
conducted in clearly 
articulated speech in 
the standard dialect 
and which involves the 
exchange of factual 
information, receiving 
instructions or the 
discussion of solutions 
to practical problems. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

subscale designed for assessment 

 

Goal-oriented Co-
operation  
 
(1) A2+ user can 
understand enough to 
manage simple, 
routine tasks without 
undue effort, asking 
very simply for 
repetition when he/she 
does not understand.  
[repeated when she 
does not understand 
[OSI + UNSI] 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

 
 
 

 
(2) A2+ user can 
discuss what to do 
next, making and 
responding to 
suggestions, asking for 
and giving directions. 
 

 
 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

(1) B1- user can follow 
what is said and, when 
necessary, can repeat 
back part of what 
someone has said to 
confirm mutual 
understanding 
 

 

subscale designed for assessment 
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(2) B1- user can make 
his/her opinions and 
reactions understood 
as regards possible 
solutions or the 
question of what to do 
next, giving brief 
reasons and 
explanations. 
 

 

 

subscale designed for assessment 

 

B1- user can invite 
others to give their 
views on how to 
proceed. 

 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

Transactions to 
obtain goods & 
services 
 
(1) A2+ user can deal 
with common aspects 
of everyday living such 
as travel, lodgings, 
eating and shopping. 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 
 

 
(2) A2+ user can get all 
the information 
needed from a tourist 
office, as long as it is of 
a straightforward, non-
specialised nature. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

(1) B1- user can deal 
with most transactions 
likely to arise whilst 
travelling, arranging 
travel or 
accommodation, or 
dealing with 
authorities during a 
foreign visit. 
 

 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

(2) B1- user can cope 
with less routine 
situations in shops, 
post office, bank, e.g. 
returning an 
unsatisfactory 
purchase.  
 

 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 
 

not 
fulfilled in 

this 
activity 

Speaking  
U8 (p.67) 
In pairs. 
Change 
roles. 

(3) B1- user can make 
a complaint. 
 

 
not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

 
(4) B1 user can deal 
with most situations 
likely to arise when 
making travel 
arrangements through 
an agent or when 
actually travelling, e.g., 

 
 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 
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asking passenger 
where to get off for 
unfamiliar destination. 
 
Information 
exchange 
(1) A2+ user can 
understand enough to 
manage simple, 
routine exchanges 
without undue effort. 
REPEATED in Overall 
Spoken Interaction, 
p.1 + Understanding 
Native Speaker, p.2 

 

 
 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

(2) A2+ user can deal 
with practical everyday 
demands: finding out 
and passing on 
straightforward factual 
information. 
 

Speaking 
U4 (p. 43) 
In pairs. A 
tell B about 
your ideas  
B ask for 
more 
information. 
(from a list) 
 

Everyday 
English 
Making 
conversation 
U2 (p.21) 
Think 
questions to 
ask s.o. 
about these 
subjects. 

Speaking  
U7 (p.77) 
Ask & 
answer in 
pairs.  
Swap roles. 

Speaking 
U7 (p.69) 
In pairs. 
Discuss 
the 
questions 
above. 

Speaking  
U8 (p.67) 
In pairs. 
Change 
roles. 

(3) A2+ user can ask 
and answer questions 
about habits and 
routines. 
 

 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

(4) A2+ user can ask 
and answer questions 
about pastimes and 
past activities. 
 

 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

(5) A2+ user can give 
and follow simple 
directions and 
instructions e.g. 
explain how to get 
somewhere. 
 

 
 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

(1) B1- user can find 
out and pass on 
straightforward factual 
information. 
 

Speaking 
U4 (p. 43) 
In pairs. A 
tell B about 
your ideas  
B ask for 
more 
information. 
(from a list) 

Everyday 
English 
Making 
conversation 
U2 (p.21) 
Think 
questions to 
ask s.o. about 
these subjects. 

Speaking  
U7 (p.77) 
Ask & 
answer in 
pairs.  
Swap 
roles. 

Speaking 
U7 (p.69) 
In pairs. 
Discuss 
the 
questions 
above. 

Speaking  
U8 (p.67) 
In pairs. 
Change 
roles. 

(2) B1- user can ask for 
and follow detailed 
directions. 
 

 
not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

 
 

(3) B1- user can obtain 
more detailed 
information. 

 
subscale designed for assessment  
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Interviewing and 

being interviewed 

  

(1) A2+ user can make 
him/herself 
understood in an 
interview and 
communicating ideas 
and information on 
familiar topics, 
provided he/she can 
ask for clarification 
occasionally, and is 
given some help to 
express what he/she 
wants to.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 

(2) A2+ user can 

answer simple 

questions and respond 

to simple statements in 

an interview. 

 

 
 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

(1) B1- user can take 
some initiatives in an 
interview/consultation 
(e.g. to bring up a new 
subject) but is very 
dependent on 
interviewer in the 
interaction.  
 

 

 

subscale designed for assessment 

 
(2) B1- user can use a 
prepared 
questionnaire to carry 
out a structured 
interview, with some 
spontaneous follow up 
questions.  

 

 

 

subscale designed for assessment 
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D.4 Correlation between the Spoken Interaction descriptors and the speaking 
activities at Intermediate level (B1) 
 

INTERACTION SPOKEN       
B1 CEFR 

DESCRIPTORS 

sample activities in EFL textbooks           
Global New 

Headway 
New 

 English File 
Straight 
forward 

English 
Unlimited 

Overall spoken 
interaction 
 
(1) B1 user can 
communicate with some 
confidence on familiar 
routine and non-routine 
matters related to 
his/her interests and 
professional field. 
 

Speaking  
U4 (p. 43) 
 
In pairs. 
Use new 
expressions 
learnt. 
Make 3 
general 
statements.  

Everyday 
English  
 
Giving 
opinions 
U3 (p. 29) 
In pairs.  
Ask for 
and give 
opinions. 

Speaking 
U4 (p. 55) 
Agreement 
or 
disagreement 
with a topic. 
Give reasons. 
Say what you 
think about a 
topic. 

Speaking 
U7 (p. 69) 
Work in 
pairs. 
Look at 
the list of 
the life-
changing 
events 
below and 
discuss 
these 
questions. 
 

Speaking 
U6 (p.49) 
Talk 
together 
about your 
problems. 
Make 
suggestions 
and give 
each other 
advice. 

 
(2) B1 user can 
exchange, check and 
confirm information, 
deal with less routine 
situations and explain 
why something is a 
problem.  
 

 
 
 

not fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

 
 
 

not 
fulfilled 
in this 
activity 

Speaking 
U4 (p. 55) 
Agreement 
or 
disagreement 
with a topic. 
Give reasons. 
Say what you 
think about a 
topic. 

Speaking 
U7 (p. 69) 
Work in 
pairs. 
Look at 
the list of 
the life-
changing 
events 
below and 
discuss 
these 
questions. 
 

Speaking 
U6 (p.49) 
Talk 
together 
about your 
problems. 
Make 
suggestions 
and give 
each other 
advice. 

(3) B1 user can express 
thoughts on more 
abstract, cultural topics 
such as films, books, 
music etc. [REPEATED 
in Informal discussion 
B1] 
 
 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

(4) B1 user can exploit a 
wide range of simple 
language to deal with 
most situations likely to 
arise whilst travelling.  
 

 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

(5) B1 user can enter 
unprepared into 
conversation of familiar 
topics, express personal 
opinions and exchange 
information on topics 
that are familiar, of 
personal interest or 
pertinent to everyday 
life (e.g. family, hobbies, 

 

 

subscale designed for assessment 
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work, travel and current 
events). 

 
Understanding a 
native speaker 
interlocutor 
(1) B1 user can follow 
clearly articulated 
speech directed at 
him/her in everyday 
conversation, though 
will sometimes have to 
ask for repetition of 
particular words and 
phrases. [REPEATED in 
Conversation B1] 

 

 

 

 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

Conversation 
(1) B1 user can enter 
unprepared into 
conversations on 
familiar topics. 

 

 

 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

(2) B1 user can follow 
clearly articulated 
speech directed at 
him/her in everyday 
conversation, though 
will sometimes have to 
ask for repetition of 
particular words and 
phrases. [REPEATED in 
Understanding a 
Native Speaker] 

 

 

 

 

 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

(3) B1 user can 
maintain a conversation 
or discussion but may 
sometimes be difficult to 
follow when trying to 
say exactly what he/she 
would like to.  

 

 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

 
(4) B1 user can express 
and respond to feelings 
such as surprise, 
happiness, sadness, 
interest and 
indifference. 
 

 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

Informal discussion 
(with friends) 
(1) B1 user can follow 
much of what is said 
around him/her on 
general topics provided 
interlocutors avoid very 
idiomatic usage and 
articulate clearly. 

 

 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
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(2) B1 user can express 
his/her thoughts about 
abstract or cultural 
topics such as music, 
films. [REPEATED in 
Overall Spoken 
Interaction B1]   
 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 
 

(3) B1 user can explain 
why something is a 
problem. 

 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 
 

(4) B1 user can give 
brief comments on the 
views of others. 

 

 
subscale designed for assessment 

 

(5) B1 user can 
compare and contrast 
alternatives, discussing 
what to do, where to go, 
who or which to choose 
etc. 
 

 
 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

(6) B1 user can 
generally follow the 
main points in an 
informal discussion 
with friends provided 
speech is clearly 
articulated in standard 
dialect. 

 

 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

 
 
(7) B1 user can give or 
seek personal views and 
opinions in discussing 
topics of interest. 
 

Speaking  
U4 (p. 43) 
 
In pairs. 
Use new 
expressions 
learnt. 
Make 3 
general 
statements.  

Everyday 
English  
 
Giving 
opinions 
U3 (p. 29) 
In pairs.  
Ask for 
and give 
opinions. 

Speaking 
U4 (p. 55) 
Agreement 
or 
disagreement 
with a topic. 
Give reasons. 
Say what you 
think about a 
topic. 

Speaking 
U7 (p. 69) 
Work in 
pairs. 
Look at 
the list of 
the life-
changing 
events 
below and 
discuss 
these 
questions. 
 

Speaking 
U6 (p.49) 
Talk 
together 
about your 
problems. 
Make 
suggestions 
and give 
each other 
advice. 

 
(8) B1 user can make 
his/her opinions and 
reactions understood as 
regards solutions to 
problems or practical 
questions of where to go, 
what to do, how to 
organise an event (e.g. 
an outing). 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
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(9) B1 user can express 
belief, opinion, 
agreement and 
disagreement politely. 
 

Speaking  
U4 (p. 43) 
 
In pairs. 
Use new 
expressions 
learnt. 
Make 3 
general 
statements.  

Everyday 
English  
 
Giving 
opinions 
U3 (p. 29) 
In pairs.  
Ask for 
and give 
opinions. 

Speaking 
U4 (p. 55) 
Agreement 
or 
disagreement 
with a topic. 
Give reasons. 
Say what you 
think about a 
topic. 

Speaking 
U7 (p. 69) 
Work in 
pairs. 
Look at 
the list of 
the life-
changing 
events 
below and 
discuss 
these 
questions. 
 

Speaking 
U6 (p.49) 
Talk 
together 
about your 
problems. 
Make 
suggestions 
and give 
each other 
advice. 

Formal discussion 
and meetings 
 
(1) B1 user can follow 
much of what is said that 
is related to his/her 
field, provided 
interlocutors avoid very 
idiomatic usage and 
articulate clearly.  
 

 

 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

 
(2) B1 user can put over 
a point of view clearly, 
but has difficulty 
engaging in debate. 

 

 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

(3) B1 user can take 
part in routine formal 
discussion of familiar 
subjects which is 
conducted in clearly 
articulated speech in the 
standard dialect and 
which involves the 
exchange of factual 
information, receiving 
instructions or the 
discussion of solutions 
to practical problems. 
 

 

 

 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

Goal-oriented Co-
operation 
(1) B1 user can follow 
what is said, though 
he/she may occasionally 
has to ask for repetition 
or clarification if the 
other people's talk is 
rapid or extended. 

 

 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

(2) B1 user can explain 
why something is a 
problem, discuss what 
to do next, compare and 
contrast alternatives. 
 

 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
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(3) B1 user can give 
brief comments on the 
views of others. 
 

 
subscale designed for assessment 

 

(4) B1 user can 
generally follow what is 
said and, when 
necessary, can repeat 
back part of what 
someone has said to 
confirm mutual 
understanding. 
 

 

 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

(5) B1 user can make 
his/her opinions and 
reactions understood as 
regards possible 
solutions or the 
question of what to do 
next, giving brief 
reasons and 
explanations. 

 

 

 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

(6) B1 user can invite 
others to give their views 
on how to proceed. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

Transactions to 
obtain goods & 
services 
 
(1) B1 user can deal 
with most transactions 
likely to arise whilst 
travelling, arranging 
travel or 
accommodation, or 
dealing with authorities 
during a foreign visit. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

 
 
(2) B1 user can cope 
with less routine 
situations in shops, post 
office, bank, e.g. 
returning an 
unsatisfactory purchase.  
 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities  
 
 

(3) B1 user can make a 
complaint. 
 
 

 
not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

(4) B1 user can deal 
with most situations 
likely to arise when 
making travel 
arrangements through 

 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
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an agent or when 
actually travelling, e.g., 
asking passenger where 
to get off for unfamiliar 
destination. 
 
Information 
exchange 
(1) B1 user can 
exchange, check and 
confirm accumulated 
factual information on 
familiar routine and 
non-routine matters 
within his field with 
some confidence. 
 

Speaking  
U4 (p. 43) 
 
In pairs. 
Use new 
expressions 
learnt. 
Make 3 
general 
statements.  

Everyday 
English  
 
Giving 
opinions 
U3 (p. 29) 
In pairs.  
Ask for 
and give 
opinions. 

Speaking 
U4 (p. 55) 
Agreement 
or 
disagreement 
with a topic. 
Give reasons. 
Say what you 
think about a 
topic. 

Speaking 
U7 (p. 69) 
Work in 
pairs. 
Look at 
the list of 
the life-
changing 
events 
below and 
discuss 
these 
questions. 

Speaking 
U6 (p.49) 
Talk 
together 
about your 
problems. 
Make 
suggestions 
and give 
each other 
advice. 

 
(2) B1 user can describe 
how to do something, 
giving detailed 
instructions. 
 
 

 
 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

 
 
(3) B1 user can 
summarise and give his 
or her opinion about a 
short story, article, talk, 
discussion interview, or 
documentary and 
answer further 
questions of detail. 
 

Speaking  
U4 (p. 43) 
In pairs. 
Use new 
expressions 
learnt. 
Make 3 
general 
statements.  

Everyday 
English  
 
Giving 
opinions 
U3 (p. 29) 
In pairs.  
Ask for 
and give 
opinions. 

Speaking 
U4 (p. 55) 
Agreement 
or 
disagreement 
with a topic. 
Give reasons. 
Say what you 
think about a 
topic. 

Speaking 
U7 (p. 69) 
Work in 
pairs. 
Look at 
the list of 
the life-
changing 
events 
below and 
discuss 
these 
questions. 

Speaking 
U6 (p.49) 
Talk 
together 
about your 
problems. 
Make 
suggestions 
and give 
each other 
advice. 

(4) B1 user can find out 
and pass on 
straightforward factual 
information. 

 

 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

(5) B1 user can ask for 
and follow detailed 
directions 
 

 
not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

(6) B1 user can obtain 
more detailed 
information. 

 
subscale designed for assessment 

 
Interviewing and 

being interviewed 

(1) B1 user can provide 
concrete information 
required in an 
interview/consultation 
(e.g. describe symptoms 
to a doctor) but does so 
with limited precision. 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 
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(2) B1 user can carry 
out a prepared 
interview, checking and 
confirming information, 
though he/she may 
occasionally have to ask 
for repetition if the other 
person's response is 
rapid or extended. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

(3) B1 user can take 
some initiatives in an 
interview/consultation 
(e.g. to bring up a new 
subject) but is very 
dependent on 
interviewer in the 
interaction.  
 

 

 

 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

 
(4) B1 user can use a 
prepared questionnaire 
to carry out a structured 
interview, with some 
spontaneous follow up 
questions.  
 

 

 

 

subscale designed for assessment 
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D.5 Correlation between the Spoken Interaction descriptors and the speaking 
activities at Upper-Intermediate level (B2) 
 

          INTERACTION SPOKEN                  
B2 CEFR 

DESCRIPTORS 

sample activities in EFL textbooks                   
Global New 

Headway 
New  

English File 
Straight 
forward 

English 
Unlimited 

Overall spoken 
interaction 
 
(1) B2 user can use the 
language fluently, 
accurately and 
effectively on a wide 
range of general, 
academic, vocational or 
leisure topics, marking 
clearly the relationships 
between ideas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

(2) B2 user can 
communicate 
spontaneously with good 
grammatical control 
without much sign of 
having to restrict what 
he/she wants to say, 
adopting a level of 
formality appropriate to 
the circumstances. 
 

 

 

 

 

subscale designed for assessment 

(3) B2 user can interact 
with a degree of fluency 
and spontaneity that 
makes regular 
interaction, and 
sustained relationships 
with native speakers 
quite possible without 
imposing strain on either 
party.  
 

 

 

 

 

subscale designed for assessment 

(4) B2 user can 
highlight the personal 
significance of events 
and experiences, account 
for and sustain views 
clearly by providing 
relevant explanations 
and arguments. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

subscale designed for assessment 

Understanding a 
native speaker 
interlocutor 
 
(1) B2 user can 
understand in detail 
what is said to him/her 
in the standard spoken 

 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment  
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language even in a noisy 
environment.  
 
Conversation 
 
(1) B2 user can engage 
in extended 
conversation on most 
general topics in a clearly 
participatory fashion, 
even in a noisy 
environment. 

 

 

 

 

subscale designed for assessment 

 
(2) B2 user can sustain 
relationships with native 
speakers without 
unintentionally amusing 
or irritating them or 
requiring them to behave 
other than they would 
with a native speaker. 

 

 

 

 

subscale designed for assessment 

(3) B2 user can convey 
degrees of emotion and 
highlight the personal 
significance of events 
and experiences. 

 

 

 

subscale designed for assessment 

Informal discussion 
(with friends) 
 
(1) B2 user can keep up 
with an animated 
discussion between 
native speakers. 

 

 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

 
(2) B2 user can express 
his/her ideas and 
opinions with precision, 
present and respond to 
complex lines of 
argument convincingly. 
[REPETAED in Formal 
Discussion B2] 

 

 
 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 

 
(3) B2 user can take an 
active part in informal 
discussion in familiar 
contexts, commenting, 
putting point of view 
clearly, evaluating 
alternative proposals 
and making and 
responding to 
hypotheses. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
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(4) B2 user can with 
some effort catch much 
of what is said around 
him/her in discussion, 
but may find it difficult 
to participate effectively 
in discussion with 
several native speakers 
who do not modify their 
language in any way.  
 

 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 

 
(5) B2 user can account 
for and sustain his/her 
opinions in discussion by 
providing relevant 
explanations, arguments 
and comments. 

 

 

 

 

subscale designed for assessment 

Formal discussion 
and meetings 
 
(1) B2 user can keep up 
with an animated 
discussion, identifying 
accurately arguments 
supporting and opposing 
points of view. 
 

 

 

 

 

subscale designed for assessment 

(2) B2 user can express 
his/her ideas and 
opinions with precision, 
present and respond to 
complex lines of 
argument convincingly. 
[REPEATED in 
Informal Discussion B2] 

 

 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 

(3) B2 user can 
participate actively in 
routine and non-routine 
formal discussion 
 

 
 

subscale designed for assessment 

(4) B2 user can follow 
the discussion on 
matters related to 
his/her field, understand 
in detail the points given 
prominence by the 
speaker. 

 

 

 

subscale designed for assessment 

 

(5) B2 user can 
contribute, account for 
and sustain his/her 
opinion, evaluate 
alternative proposals 
and make and respond to 
hypotheses. 

 
 

 

 

 

subscale designed for assessment 

Goal-oriented Co-
operation 
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(1) B2 user can 
understand detailed 
instructions reliably. 
 

 

subscale designed for assessment 

(2) B2 user can help 
along the progress of the 
work by inviting others 
to join in, say what they 
think etc. 

 

 

subscale designed for assessment 

(3) B2 user can outline 
an issue or a problem 
clearly, speculating 
about causes or 
consequences, and 
weighing advantages 
and disadvantages of 
different approaches. 
 

 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 

Transactions to 
Obtain Goods and 
Services 
(1) B2 user can cope 
linguistically to 
negotiate a solution to a 
dispute like an 
undeserved traffic 
ticket, financial 
responsibility for 
damage in a flat, for 
blame regarding an 
accident. 
 

 

 

 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

(2) B2 user can outline a 
case for compensation, 
using persuasive 
language to demand 
satisfaction and state 
clearly the limits to any 
concession he/she is 
prepared to make. 

 

 

 

 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

(3) B2 user can explain 
a problem which has 
arisen and make it clear 
that the provider of the 
service/customer must 
make a concession. 
 

 

 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

Information 
exchange 
 
(1) B2 user can 
understand and 
exchange complex 
information and advice 
on the full range of 
matters related to 
his/her occupational 
role. 

 
 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
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(2) B2 user can pass on 
detailed information 
reliably. 
 

 
subscale designed for assessment 

(3) B2 user can give a 
clear, detailed 
description of how to 
carry out a procedure. 
 

 
 

subscale designed for assessment 

(4) B2 user can 
synthesise and report 
information and 
arguments from a 
number of sources. 
 

Speaking  
U3 (p.36) 
Work in 
pairs. 
Choose 
three of 
the 
questions 
below and 
ask and 
answer. 

Everyday 
English 
Making 
your 
position 
U9 (p.85) 
A class 
debate. 
Prepare the 
debate in 
groups. 
Then, 
conduct the 
debate. 
 

Speaking 
U5 (p. 79) 
Debate 
about these 
topics. In 2 
groups. 
Hold the 
debate, 2 of 
their 
points. Bs 
take notes; 
As speak, 
and . 

Speaking 
U10 (p. 
102) 
In pairs, 
discuss the 
situation. 
What 
advice 
would you 
give 
him/her? 

 

Speaking  
U10 
(p.102) 
Work in 
pairs. 
Discuss 
this 
situation. 
Read the 
advice 
below and 
answer 
these 
questions. 

Interviewing and 
being interviewed 
 
(1) B2 user can carry out 
an effective, fluent 
interview, departing 
spontaneously from 
prepared questions, 
following up and probing 
interesting replies. 
 

 

 

 

subscale designed for assessment 

(2) B2 user can take 
initiatives in an 
interview, expand and 
develop ideas with little 
help or prodding from an 
interview. 
 

 

 

 

subscale designed for assessment 
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D.6 Correlation between the Spoken Interaction descriptors and the speaking 
activities at Advanced level (C1) 
 

INTERACTION SPOKEN 

   C1 CEFR      

DESCRIPTORS 

sample activities in EFL textbooks                   
Global New  

Headway 
New  

English File 
Straight 
forward 

English 
Unlimited 

Overall spoken 
interaction 
(1) C1 user can 
express him/herself 
fluently and 
spontaneously, 
almost effortlessly. 
Has a good command 
of a broad lexical 
repertoire allowing 
gaps to be readily 
overcome with 
circumlocutions. 
There is little obvious 
searching for 
expressions or 
avoidance strategies; 
only a conceptually 
difficult subject can 
hinder a natural, 
smooth flow of 
language. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment  
 

Understanding a 
Native Speaker 
Interlocutor 
(1) C1 user can 
understand in detail 
speech on abstract 
and complex topics of 
a specialist nature 
beyond his/her own 
field, though he/she 
may need to confirm 
occasional details, 
especially if the accent 
is unfamiliar. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 

Conversation 
(1) C1 user can use 
language flexibly and 
effectively for social 
purposes, including 
emotional, allusive 
and joking usage. 
 

 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

Informal 
discussion (with 
friends) 
(1) C1 user can easily 
follow and contribute 
to complex 

 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
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interactions between 
third parties in group 
discussion even on 
abstract, complex 
unfamiliar topics. 
 
Formal discussion 
(meetings) 
 
(1) C1 user can easily 
keep up with the 
debate, even on 
abstract, complex 
unfamiliar topics. 

 

 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

(2) C1 user can argue 
a formal position 
convincingly, 
responding to 
questions and 
comments and 
answering complex 
lines of counter 
argument fluently, 
spontaneously and 
appropriately. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

Goal-oriented co-
operation  
As B2 
 
(1) C1 user can pass 
on detailed 
instructions reliably, 

 

 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

(2) C1 user can help 
along the progress of 
the work by inviting 
others to join in, say 
what they think ...  
 

 
 

subscale designed for assessment 

(3) C1 user can 
outline an issue or a 
problem clearly, 
speculating about 
causes or 
consequences, and 
weighing advantages 
and disadvantages of 
different approaches. 
 

 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

Transaction to 
Obtain Goods & 
Services 
As B2 
 
(1) C1 user can cope 
linguistically to 
negotiate a solution to 
a dispute like an 
undeserved traffic 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 
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ticket, financial 
responsibility for 
damage in a flat, for 
blame regarding an 
accident. 
 
(2) C1 user can 
outline a case for 
compensation, using 
persuasive language 
to demand 
satisfaction and state 
clearly the limits to 
any concession 
he/she is prepared to 
make. 
 

 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

(3) C1 user can 
explain a problem 
which has arisen and 
make it clear that the 
provider of the 
service/customer 
must make a 
concession. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

not fulfilled in any of the five sample activities 

Information 
exchange   
As B2 
 
(1) C1 user can 
understand and 
exchange complex 
information and 
advice on the full 
range of matters 
related to his/her 
occupational role. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

(2) C1 user can pass 
on detailed 
information reliably. 

 

 
subscale designed for assessment 

 

(3) C1 user can give a 
clear, detailed 
description of how to 
carry out a procedure. 

 

 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
 

 
 
 
 
(4) C1 user can 
synthesise and report 
information and 
arguments from a 
number of sources. 
 

Speaking  
U6 (p. 68) 
Which 
quotation 
do you 
like best, 
and why? 
Choose 
two or 
three of 
the 
quotations 

The Last 
Word 
Softening the 
message  
U8 (p.80) 
Write some 
conversations 
for these 
situations 
(...) 

Speaking 
U1 (p. 7) 
Think 
about a 
job you 
could 
talk 
about. 
Use these 
questions 
to help 
you.  

Speaking 
U9 (p. 
90) 
Spend a 
full day 
on 
Tobago. 
Explain 
the 
activities 
you plan 
to do and 

Speaking 
U3 (p. 27) 
Think of a book 
or an author 
you loved when 
you were 
younger. Is it 
true that ‘the 
books (…) are 
going to be a 
disappointment 
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to discuss 
with a 
partner. 
 

justify 
your 
choices. 

when you are 
an adult? 
 
 
 
 

Interviewing and 
being interviewed 
 
(1) C1 user can 
participate fully in an 
interview, as either 
interviewer or 
interviewee, 
expanding and 
developing the point 
being discussed 
fluently without any 
support, and 
handling 
interjections well. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

subscale designed for assessment 
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Appendix E. “Can Do” descriptors for Spoken Production in the CEFR 
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Table E.1 The Illustrative scales for Overall Spoken Production (Council of 
Europe 2001, 58) 

 
 

 
 
Table E.2 The Illustrative scales for Sustained Monologue: Describing 
experience (Council of Europe 2001, 59) 
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Table E.3 The Illustrative scales for Sustained Monologue: Putting a case 
(e.g. in a debate (Council of Europe 2001, 59) 

 
 
 
 
 
Table E.4 The Illustrative scales for Public Announcements (Council of Europe 
2001, 60) 
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Table E.5 The Illustrative scales for Addressing Audiences (Council of Europe 
2001, 60) 
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Appendix F. “Can Do” descriptors for Spoken Interaction in the CEFR 
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Table F.1 The Illustrative scales for Overall Spoken Interaction (Council of 
Europe 2001, 74) 
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Table F.2 The Illustrative scales for Understanding a native speaker interlocutor 
(Council of Europe 2001, 75) 
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Table F.3 The Illustrative scales for Conversation (Council of Europe 2001, 76) 
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Table F.4 The Illustrative scales for Informal Discussion (with friends) (Council 
of Europe 2001, 77) 
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Table F.5 The Illustrative scales for Formal Discussion and meetings (Council 
of Europe 2001, 78) 
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Table F.6 The Illustrative scales for Goal-oriented co-operation (Council of 
Europe 2001, 79) 
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Table F.7 The Illustrative scales for Transactions to obtain goods and services 
(Council of Europe 2001, 80) 
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Table F.8 The Illustrative scales for Information Exchange (Council of Europe 
2001, 81)
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Table F.9 The Illustrative scales for Interviewing and being interviewed 
(Council of Europe 2001, 82) 
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Appendix. G The five series of EFL course books: authors, year of 

publication, publishers, distribution of units and sections, and units 

selected  
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G.1 The Global series 

 

Table G.1 The Global series 

Description  
 
Global is a six-level general English course, taking adult learners from Beginner to Advanced 
level. It is information-rich, sophisticated in both presentation and approach, with 
international appeal, combining challenging content, intelligent topics and cross-cultural 
awareness, and features none of the celebrity-driven lifestyle content often found in typical 
general English courses for adults. 
 

 Authors, publisher and year of 
publication 

Nº of units 
/ sections 

Units selected 
 

Beginner 
Clandfield, L., McAvoy, J. & Pickering, 
K.  
McMillan Education (2010) 

15 units 

Unit 1 
Name & Address 
Writing & Speaking 
(p. 9) 
 

Elementary 
Clandfield, L. & Pickering, K.  
McMillan Education (2010) 

10 units 

Unit 7 
News & Weather  
Speaking (p. 83) 
 

Pre-Interm. 
Clandfield, L.  
McMillan Education (2010) 

10 units 

Unit 4 
Hopes & Fears 
Speaking (p. 43) 
 

Intermediate 
Clandfield, L. & Benne, R.  
McMillan Education (2011) 

10 units 

Unit 2 
Lives & Legends 
Speaking (p. 26) 
 

Upper-Inter. 
Clandfield, L. & Benne, R.  
McMillan Education (2011) 

10 units 

Unit 3 
Land & Sea 
Speaking (p. 36) 
 

Advanced 
Clandfield, L. & Jeffries, A.  
McMillan Education (2012) 

10 units 

Unit 6 
Trade & Commerce 
Speaking (p. 68) 
 

Source: http://ecatalog.macmillan.mx/level-index/youngadults/global/  
(Accessed April 2016) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://ecatalog.macmillan.mx/level-index/youngadults/global/
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G.2 The New Headway series 

 

Table G.2 The New Headway series 

Description  
 
The world's best-selling English course - a perfectly-balanced syllabus with a strong grammar 
focus, and full support at all six levels. 
With its proven methodology, Headway is the course you can always trust.  
The strong grammar focus, clear vocabulary syllabus and integrated skills work give you 
lessons that really work in class.  
 

 Authors, publisher 
and year of 
publication 

Nº of units / 
sections 

Units selected 

Beginner  Soars, J. & Soars, L. 
O.U.P. (2013) (4th 
ed.) 

14 units Unit 6 
Every day 
Practice Talking about 
you (p. 45) 
 

Elementary Soars, J. & Soars, L. 
O.U.P. (2013) (4th 
ed.) 12 units 

Unit 9 
City living 
Practice Comparing 
cities (p. 71) 
 

Pre-Interm. Soars, J. & Soars, L. 
O.U.P. (2013) (4th 
ed.) 

12 units 

Unit 2 
The way we live 
Everyday English 
Making conversation 
(p. 21) 
 

Intermediate Soars, J. & Soars, L. 
O.U.P. (2013) (4th 
ed.) 12 units 

Unit 3 
Good times, bad times 
Everyday English  
Giving opinions (p. 29) 

 

Upper-Inter. Soars, J. & Soars, L. 
O.U.P. (2012) (3rd 
ed.) 

12 units 

Unit 9 
Forever friends 
Everyday English 
Making your point of 
view (p. 85) 
 

Advanced Soars, J. & Soars, L. 
O.U.P. (2012) (3rded.) 

12 units 

Unit 7 
Words of wisdom 
Speaking Dilemma! 
(p. 80) 

Source: 
https://elt.oup.com/catalogue/items/global/adult_courses/new_headway/?cc=global&selLa
nguage=en 
 

https://elt.oup.com/catalogue/items/global/adult_courses/new_headway/?cc=global&selLanguage=en
https://elt.oup.com/catalogue/items/global/adult_courses/new_headway/?cc=global&selLanguage=en
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G.3. The New English File series 

 

Table G.3 The New English File series 

Description  
New English file. Six-level general English course for adults. 
Four-skills English course with fun lessons, digital resources and strong online support – loved 
by students and teachers at every level. 
With texts and topics that make learners want to speak, New English File is the course that 
gets students talking. 
It gives you full skills coverage with a clear focus on pronunciation, pus wide-ranging support 
and resources too. 
 

 Authors, publisher 
and year of 
publication 

Nº of units / 
sections 

Units selected 

Beginner  Oxenden, C. & 
Latham- O.U.P. 
Koenig, C. (2009) 
 

7 units 
3 sections  
[A, B, C] 

Unit 2  A 
What’s in your bag? 
Speaking & Writing 
(p. 19) 
 

Elementary Oxenden, C. & 
Latham- O.U.P. 
Koenig, C. (2009) 
 

9 units 
4 sections  
[A, B, C, D] 

Unit 5  A 
Who were they? 
Speaking (p. 53) 

Pre-Interm. Oxenden, C. & 
Latham- O.U.P. 
Koenig, C. (2009) 
 

9 units 
4 sections 
[A,B,C,D] 

Unit 7  A 
Famous fears and 
phobias 
Speaking (p. 77)  
 

Intermediate Oxenden, C. & 
Latham- O.U.P. 
Koenig, C. (2009) 
 

7 units 
3 sections  
[A, B, C] 

Unit 4 A 
Back to school, 
aged 35 
Speaking (p.55) 
 

Upper-Inter. Oxenden, C. & 
Latham- O.U.P. 
Koenig, C. (2009) 
 

7 units 
3 sections 

[A, B.C] 

Unit 5  A 
The psychology of 
music 
Speaking (p. 79) 
 

Advanced Oxenden, C. & 
Latham- O.U.P. 
Koenig, C. (2009) 
 

7 units 
3 sections  
[A, B, C] 

Unit 1 A 
What motivates 
you? 
Speaking (p. 7) 
 

Source: 
https://elt.oup.com/catalogue/items/global/adult_courses/new_english_file/?cc=global&se
lLanguage=en  

 

 

https://elt.oup.com/catalogue/items/global/adult_courses/new_english_file/?cc=global&selLanguage=en
https://elt.oup.com/catalogue/items/global/adult_courses/new_english_file/?cc=global&selLanguage=en
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G.4 The Straightforward series 

 

Description  
Straightforward is a complete 6 level general English course. Ideal for teachers looking for an 

easy-to-use, flexible adult general English course it takes the most suitable methodological 

approach to what is being taught, resulting in the perfect balance of skills and language work. 

The course is based around 12 topics per level, with extra sections including functional 

language, writing skills, grammar notes and wordlists that round off the Student's Book. 

 

 Authors, publisher and year of 
publication 

Nº of units / 
sections 

Units selected 

Beginner  Clandfield, L. (2013) (2nd E) 
McMillan Education 

12 units 
4 sections 
[A,B,C,D] 

Unit 11 A 
Special people 
Speaking (p. 99) 

Elementary Clandfield, L. (2013) (2nd E) 
McMillan Education 

12 units 
4 sections 
[A,B,C,D] 

Unit 3  B 
1600 
Pennsylvania 
Avenue 
Speaking (p. 35) 

Pre-Interm. Clandfield, L. (2013) (2nd E) 
McMillan Education 

12 units 
4 sections 
[A,B,C,D] 

Unit 8 A 

The futurological 
conference 
Speaking (p. 77) 

Intermediate Clandfield, L. (2013) (2nd E) 
McMillan Education 

12 units 
4 sections 
[A,B,C,D] 

Unit 7  B 
Life changes 
Speaking (p. 69) 

Upper-Inter. Clandfield, L. (2013) (2nd E) 
McMillan Education 

12 units 
4 sections 
[A,B,C,D] 

Unit 10  
Good deeds 
Speaking (p.102) 

Advanced Clandfield, L. (2013) (2nd E) 

McMillan Education 

12 units 
4 sections 
[A,B,C,D] 

Unit 9 C 
A place in the sun 

Speaking (p. 90) 

Source: http://www.macmillanenglish.com/courses/straightforward/ 
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G.5 The English Unlimited series 

 

Description  
 
English Unlimited is a six-level (A1 to C1) goals-based course for adults. Centred on purposeful, 
real-life objectives, it prepares learners to use English independently for global 
communication. Through universal topics and activities, and a focus on intercultural 
competence as a 'fifth skill', this international coursebook helps learners become more 
sensitive, more effective communicators. Teaching natural, dependable language, and with 
CEF goals at its core, it brings real life into the classroom and gives learners the skills and 
strategies to communicate confidently outside it. Explore sections provide the extra 
ingredients for enhancing communicative ability, from further development of speaking skills 
to independent learning strategies.  
 

 Authors, publisher and year of 
publication 

Nº of units / 
sections 

Units selected 

Beginner  Doff, A. (2010) 
C.U.P. 

10 units Unit 4 
About you 
Speaking (p. 34) 

Elementary Tilbury, A. et al.   (2010) 
C.U.P. 

14 units Unit 12 
Are you OK? 
Speaking (p. 99) 

Pre-Interm. Hendra, L. et al.  (2010) 
C.U.P. 

14 units Unit 8 
Things 
Speaking (p. 67) 

Intermediate Rea, D. & Clementson, T. (2010) 
C.U.P. 

14 units Unit 6  
Let me explain 
Speaking (p. 49) 

Upper-Inter. Tilbury, A. & Hendra, L. (2010) 
C.U.P. 

14 units Unit 5 
Images 
Speaking (p. 39) 

Advanced Doff, A. & Goldstein, B. (2010) 
C.U.P. 

12 units Unit 3 

Language and 

Literature  

Speaking (p. 27) 
Source: http://www.cambridge.org/gb/cambridgeenglish/catalog/adult-courses/english-
unlimited/english-unlimited-elementary-coursebook-e-portfolio 
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Appendix. H Confidence Intervals for the Spoken Production and 

Interaction descriptors in the CEFR and the speaking activities 

sample in EFL textbooks 
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Table H.1 Confidence Intervals for the Spoken Production descriptors and the 
speaking activities sample in EFL textbooks 

 
 
 
 
Confidence interval (19.83%, 28.93) 
 
 
 
 
 
Table H.2 Confidence Intervals for the Spoken Interaction descriptors and the 
speaking activities sample in EFL textbooks 
 

 
Confidence interval (7.33%, 10.95%) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A1 A2 A2+/B1- B1 B2 C1 TOTAL NUMBER  

15 70 115 70 60 30 360 

The Spoken 
Production 

descriptors in 
the CEFR 

7 9 20 11 24 16 87 

Fulfilment of  
the Spoken 
Production 

descriptors in 
the speaking 

activities sample 
in EFL textbooks 

A1 A2 A2+/B1- B1 B2 C1 TOTAL NUMBER 

80 250 245 210 150 85 1020 

The Spoken 
Production 

descriptors in 
the CEFR 

19 17 18 28 5 5 92 

Fulfilment of  
the Spoken 
Production 

descriptors in 
the speaking 

activities sample 
in EFL textbooks 
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